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Princes and presidents bury 
a king as his people grieve 


BY ROBERT Fisk 
in Amman 

TWO JORDANS buried their 
king yesterday. There was the 
formal. Westernised nation 
with its Scottish-styie bag- 
pipers and new, English- 
accented monarch who invited 
the world’s statesmen to bury 
the “fallen warrior” on his pol- 
ished gun carriage, Hussein’s 
Arab steed - empty boots 
reversed in the stirrups - chop- 
ping obediently behind the cof- 
fin. And what the world saw - 
indeed, what the world was 
supposed to see -was the ado- 
ration of kings, presidents, 
prime ministers and princes: 
Clinton, Bush, Blain Assad, 
Yeltsin, Chirac. Shamir, Netan- 
yahu, Mubarak, Weizman, 
Arafat, Sharon, Carter, fbrd, 
the Prince of Whies... After 
> ah, had not the American pres- 
) ident already consigned this 
' man to paradise? 

Then there was the other 
Jordan. Outside the gate, 
sweating and shrieking to 
God, smashed -back by gun 
butts, sworn at by the descen- 
dants of Glubb Pasha’s Arab 
Legion as they clawed their 
way towards King Hussein’s 
coffin, the other Jordan didn’t 
quite fit in with the pageantry 
on the other side of the palace 
wall. When the Jordanians 
broke through the troops and 
charged in their thousands 
towards the gates, they were 
confronted by hundreds more 
armed soldiers. “In the name 
of God, help me," an old 
woman moaned as the crowd 
stamped her into the mud. 

So which was the real Jor- 
dan? Was it the nation 
enshrined just above the mar- 
ble floor of the Rhagadan 
; Palace, where the coffin of the 
“little king” was honoured, 
prayed to, watched and nodded 
at by all the dangerous, 
untrustworthy allies who had 
variously loved, hated or 
plotted against him? 

Such sincerity, such affec- 
tion, they all showed yesterday. 
There was Israel’s Prime Min- 
ister, Benjamin Netanyahu, 
who sent his killer squad into 
Jordan only a few months ago 
to assassinate a Hamas official, 
bowing stiffly before the coffin. 
There was ex-president Bush 
who just eight years ago 
regarded Hussein as little 
more than an enemy agent 
Yasser Arafat whose gunmen 
once sought to destroy Hus- 
sein’s kingdom, snapped to 
attention in his olive fatigues 
and kefiyeh scarf, twice salut- 
ing the flag-draped wooden 
$ box in front of him. 

■ And behind the coffin, 
scarcely moving, was the stud- 
ied, often firowning face of 
lung Abdullah the Second and 
his two half-brothers, Crown 
Prince Hamzeb and Prince 
Hashem. They stood there, 
hands out in prayer from time 
to time, all dressed in immac- 
ulate suits and ties and all 
wearing the same kind of che- 
quered red-and-white kefiyeh 
as Mr Arafat 

Vulnerable was the word 
that came to mind. The 
princes didn’t look old enough, 
or hard enough, or cynical 
enough, to handle the sleek 
men who passed before them 
to honour their father; some of 
them gentlemen, others venal 
dictators, quite a few with an 
aw ful lot of blood on their 
’ bands, the harmless and the 
/harmful one after the other; 



Thousands of Jordanians follow their king for the last time, as pall-bearers carry his body to the Royal Guards Mosque for prayers and the burial 


Kevin LamarqudReuters 


parading before the coffin as if 
waiting for group passport pic- 
tures. Clinton and Carter and 
Porti and Bush. Snap. Prince 
Charles and Blair and Ash- 
down and Hague. Snap. 
Netaqyahu and Sharon and 
Barak. Snap. 

1 suppose it wasn't surpris- 
ing that history was being re- 
written for the watching world. 
On the satellite television 
channels, the cancer-dead 
king was being eulogised as 
the man who freely made 
peace with Israel whose coun- 
try was praised - this from 
CNN - because it was now 
closer to Israel than to many 
Arab states. 

So forget what the king once 
privately called the “mana- 
cles” of the Oslo agreement, 
which forced Jordan into an 
unpopular peace treaty with 
Israel and -remember what 
President Clinton told us on 
Sunday: King Hussein is now 
in paradise. Which is where we 

were told the Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat had gone 
after his death - that being 
the destiny, it seems, of all 
Arab leaders who make peace 
with Israel at our behest 

As for the crowds, whose 
voices could be heard baying 
beyond the palace gates by 
the beautifully groomed kings 
and presidents inside, they 
ti«d somewhat different ideas. 
Yes, they loved the king, some 
of them. But there was less 
enthusiasm for the new King 
and much, less for Prince 
Hamzeh, Hussein’s son by his 


last wife, the half-American 
Queen Noon “Hamzeh was 
chosen as new crown prince by 
the United States,” a girt 
insisted. She was a Palestinian 
Jordanian. 

“Rubbish,” I snorted. “You 
shouldn’t believe in the 
‘moammarer’, tike plot,” I told 
hen But then, an hour later I 
saw the full fist of dignitaries 
at the palace and was struck 
by the list of State Department 
men, the boys from the Wash- 
ington peacemaking depart- 


an oddly unrepresentative 
sample. But when the coffin 
approached, a kind of ripple, 
ha l f sound and half move- 
ment, spread through the 
fines of tired, somehow broken 
faces, as if a stone had been 
thrown into a human pond. 
There was no signal from 
than in advance, no instruc- 
tion or indication save per- 
haps for a line of children who 
suddenly moved from the 
trees into the road Then en 
masse the people swarmed 
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Jordan waits as the vultures circle 
US moves to protect key ally pagelO 


meat led by Martin Indyk, 
former head of the largest 
Israeli lobby group and the 
man who couldn’t manage to 
persuade Mr Netanyahu to 
stop building Jewish settle- 
ments on Arab land but who 
insists Mr Arafei must “crack 
down on terrorism”. 

So was the real Jordan, 
then, among the swaying 
mass of shabbily dressed, 
shouting youths on the high- 
way to the royal palace, many 
of them poorly educated, 
some pathetically adorned 
with crinkled pictures of the 
dead king glued to their shirts 
and scarves? If Jordan has a 
90 per cent literacy rate - 
thanks, of course, to the late 
king -then I had come across 


towards the coffin and its 
jeep-loads of head-scarved 
Jordanian troops, tears 
streaming down their feces, 
hands outstretched to touch, 
even to seize, the flag or per- 
haps the wiffin itself. 

f r ememb er thinking , before 
a panicking soldier struck two 
men with his rifle and 
punched me in the chest as the 
crowd fisll on us, that it was like 
throwing petrol on to a kitchen 
stove. It was a strange, fright- 
ening kind of hysteria because 
it combined both love and fury 
in almost exactly equal mea- 
sure, intense loyalty married to 
absolute rage. When I rolled 
over; I found the soldier lying 
beside me and helped him to 
his feet He shrugged as the 


crowd surged past him, shoul- 
dered his rifle and walked 
after them in resignation. 

At the funeral of Ayatollah 
Khomeini, almost 10 years 
ago, the crowds tore at his 
shroud. And if the Arab 
Legion’s descendants had not 
shouted in the name of their 
dead king and if the other sol- 
diers had not laid into the first 
of the young Jordanians who 
tried to clamber onto the car- 
riage, it might have happened 
here yesterday. 

Violence is portrayed so dif- 
ferently when its progenitors 
are behind palace walls. How, 
one wondered, did the mass 
outside feel about the large 
presence of the Israeli foreign 
minister Ariel Sharon in front 
of their King’s coffin, the very 
man who sent Israel’s 
Lebanese Phalangist allies 
into the Sabra and Chatila 
Palestinian refugee camps in 
1982 to “hunt down terrorists”, 
militiamen who then proceeded 
to murder hundreds of Pales- 
tinian civilians. What (fid they 
make ofthe arrival of President 
Assad of Syria, who ordered his 
soldiere to “efimmate” an Islam- 
ic uprising at Hama in 1982, an 
operation that left the dead in 
th ei r thousands? Or of former 
Israeli prime minister Shimon 
Peres, whose 1996 offensive 
agpmst I j famrtn c ulm mated in 
the Israeli massacre of 106 
Lebanese civilians in a UN 
camp at Qana? 

In every case, the victims 
had been Muslims, just as they 
had been in the war unleashed 
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by the man who most aston- 
ished the world by turning up 
in Amman yesterday, Boris 
Yeltsin, whose butchery in 
Chechnya is never mentioned 
in the West I am alive, he was 
trying to tell us as he waved 
to the cameras and walked > 
felteringly into the palace. 

Mr Clinton paused to talk 
briefly to Assad before the Syr- 
ian leader took a car to the 
palace mosque rather than 
walk behind the coffin with the 
others. He didn’t want I sup- 
pose, to be seen with Sharon, 
Netaqyahu and Shamir. But 
few outside saw more than a 
glassed -over vision of the men 
who rule the world. Sitting on 
the pavement by a motorway 
bridge, the people of the al- 
Nuzhah area of Amman just 
caught the briefest of glimpses 
of President Clinton in the 
back of a blade limousine, 
Yasser Arafat's frozen, sick 
features, a gaggle of robed 
Saudis in their Mercedes 

King Hussein created a 
nation out of a country and 
left it with a peace treaty that 
binds its people forever to 
Israel and America. For the 
crowds outside the palace 
gates yesterday, it seemed a 
chilling embrace. What the old 
king had done could not be 
undone. Peace, it was called. 
And inside the palace walls. 
King Hussein’s favourite white 
staffion “Amr” reared up on his 
hind legs behind the coffin. As 
a mark of respect, it was said, 
he would never be ridden 
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New curb 
to stop 
bogus 
marriage 


THE GOVERNMENT will 
! announce the biggest ever 
! clampdown on bogus mar- 
riages today when it unveils its 
long-awaited Immigration and 
Asylum Bill. 

The legislation will give reg- 
istrars the power to insist that 
aO prospective couples provide 
nationality documents before 
allowing a wedding to go ahead 
The Independent has learned 

Ministers regard the mea- 
sure as a tough new way to 
stamp out lucrative bogus mar- 
riage rackets, run tty gangs 
j across the UK that give des- 
! perate illegal immigrants a 
chance to remain in this coun- 
try. The move aims to end for 
good the current situation 
where thousands of people who 
have overstayed their visa and 
disappeared from public rec- 
ords have suddenly reappeared 
through a fraudulent marriage 
at a register office. 

Previously the only bar to 
marriage was biganty. 

The clause to give regis- 
trars the new power to insist on 
“bona fides” is one of the few 
new measures in the 130-dause 
bill to be published today in the 
House of Commons. The bill 
: will also stop all DSS cash ben- 
efits from asylum seekers, 
including those who follow the 
law and declare their status at 
the port of entry. Instead 
refugees will be allowed pay- 
ments in kind such as toi- 
letries and food parcels, 
although they may be awarded 
j “pocket money" if Home Office 
j officials deem it appropriate. 

I The legislation aims to repair 

i the chaos caused tty the last 
j Tory government's bnmigra- 
I tion and Asylum Act, which 
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By Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 

removed benefits from those 
who claimed asylum after they 
had settled in the UK 

Together with a court case 
that insisted that all councils 
had a duty to protect refugees 
from destitution, that law 
meant town halls had to spend 

rafllinns paring for the rising 
number of asylum seekers. 
Today's bill will move the bur- 
den from councils to the Home 
Office and allow ministers to 
send refugees around the coun- 
try to ensure that no one area 
suffers disproportionately. 

Contrary to some reports. 
Home Office sources confirmed 
that there will be no amnesty I 
for the current backlog of 50,000 
unresolved asylum cases. 

Instead, the claim process- 
ing system will be speeded up 
to meet the Governments com- 
mitment to a “fairer and faster” 
asylum system. All new cases 
will be set a target of two 
months for an initial decision 
and a further four months for 
aity appeal, allowing six months 
in total for the whole process. 

To aid the process, the im- 
migrations appeal panels will be 
given the status of a court of 
record to prevent further judi- 
cial reviews of their decisions. 

Ferry, train and haulage 
companies will be liable to a 
£2,000 fine if they are found to 
have knowingly imported an 
illegal immigrant However; 
truck drivers will be allowed to 
appeal successfully against the 
fine if they can prove that they 
have complied with a new code 
of conduct to cany out checks 
on their vehicles. 
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Europe’s ministers pose threat 
to Britain’s £2bn budget rebate 


BRITAIN'S £2BN-a-year Euro- 
pean Union budget rebate was 
unde- fresh threat last night as 
finance ministers of the organ- 
isation ordered a study into 
ways of opening up similar 
financial benefits for four 
other member-states. 

The move, six weeks before 
a crunch summit on EU fund- 
ing, coincided with powerful 
political attacks on the rebate. 

The new initiative, driven by 
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By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

the German presidency of the 
EU, will consider a “gener- 
alised" correction system to 
address the problems of four 
other big net contributors to 
the EU: Germany the Nether- 
lands, Sweden and Austria. 

According to papers circu- 
lated by the presidency ahead 
of yesterday's meeting, this 
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would-form a “safety net” to 
ensure that no nation faced 
unrealistic demands. Omi- 
nously for Britain, the paper 
added; “The existing UK 
rebate could be incorporated 
into a general correction 
mechanism". 

That raises the prospect of 
a fundamental overhaul of the 
pritish budget rebate, a 
unique mechanism aimed at 
correcting a continuing imbal- 


ance between what the UK 
pays into the EU and what it 
gets back. 

Speaking after yesterday's 
meeting, Oskar Laftmtaine, 
Germany’s Finance Minister; 
underlined the high degree of 
hostility to the rebate and- 
highlighted calls for Britain to 
surrender it at least in part 
when the EU enlarges to the 
east Most other EU nations 
argue that the rebate will pro- 
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tect Britain from shouldering 
its share of the burden, and 
any new mechanism would 
almost certainty reduce the 
UK’s refund. 

Mr Lafontaine said: “A 
majority of member-states are 
in favour of an amendment [to 
the UK rebate], in particular, 
that no member-state should 
be absolved from the need to 
contribute to enlargement" 

He added that there is suf- 
ficient support for a general 
corrective mechanism for it to 
“remain on the negotiating 
table”. 

The German agenda docu- 
ment for yesterday’s meeting 
also outlined the extent to 
which Britain is outnumbered, 
with “a very large majority of 
member-states taking the 
view that the UK rebate in its 
present form is no longer jus- 
tified”. It also called for dis- 
cussion of the extent to which 
“a phasing-out of the UK 
rebate could fit in a timetab le 
for other efforts”. 


Bidders 

circle 

around 
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BY MICHAEL HARRISON 
Business Editor 


SHARES in BMW soared by 
nearly 10 per cent yesterday as 
speculation grew that the Ger- 
man car firm might be the sub- 
ject of a £20bn takeover bid. 

Among the companies ru- 
moured to be interested in bid- 
ding for BMW are General 
Motors, Ford, Toyota and Fiat 

The surge in the shares fol- 
lowed last Friday’s removal of 
the BMW chairman, Bernd Pis- 
chetsriedec because of his fail- 
ure to stem mounting losses at 
its Rover subsidiary. 

Mr Pischetsri tier’s depar- 
ture has placed a question 
mark over the Longbridge car 
plant in Birmingham which 
could close unless it is chosen 
as the rite for a new medium- 
sized car to replace the Rover 
20Q/400 series. 

Tony Blair raised the future 
rfr. nnghri fige with the German 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroder; 
at yesterday’s funeral of King 
Hussein of Jordan. 

Stephen Byers, Secretary of 
State for Trade and Industry, 
visited the Longbridge plant 
and met management and 
union officials. He later ac- 
knowledged the uncertainty 
over the future and said: “The 
Government is in close contact 
with BMW and we shall con- 
tinue to do all we can to repre- 
sent the interests of Rover and, 
in particular Longbridge.” 

Analysts believe the new 
BMW chairman. Professor 
Joachim Milberg, will want to 
move quickly to decide strate- 
gy over Rover The board meets 
today and is thought to have set 
itself a two-week deadline to 
reach decisions. 

BMW is controlled by the 
Quandt family, who own 46 per 
cent ofthe shares and have re- 
jected previous approaches. 

“BMW fa a very attractive 
propo sit ion," said John Lawson, 
motor industry analyst with 
tiie investment bank Salomon 
Smith Barney. “But the 
Quandts have made it profes- 
sionaityimpossibte to read their 
intentions. There’s no doubt, 
however that aqytxxty knocking 
on their door needs to be seri- 
ously cash rich." 

Analysts believe that the 
boardroom upheaval at BMW 
may have tested the patience of 
tiie Quandt family and left the 
company more vulnerable to a 
takeover bid. But Otto Wiesheu, 
the Bavarian economics min- 
ister dismissed the speculation 
as being “for the birds”. 

Business Outlook, page IS 
Hamish McRae, Review, 
page 5 
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24 hours to Sp™ (GMT) Sunday: 
Information by FA WeatherCcotre 

Rain or 
Shine... 

HEAVYSNOWand icy temper- 
atures have caused chaos 
across large areas of Europe 
with avalanches and traffic 
jams disrupting the start to the 
week. Some 6,000 holiday- 
makers were trapped in west- 
ern Austrian ski resorts 
yesterday after the heaviest 
snowfall in decades, while in 
Switzerland an avalanche in 
the Alpine resort of Wengen, 
killing a cafe owner and his 
wife. 


5 M and N will merge. Low W will move south-eastwards. Low A will 
eastwards. 
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This advertisement is issued in compfanoe whh the regulations of the 
London Stock Exchange Limited (the 'London Stock Exchange*). 
Appfication has been made to the London Stock Exchange for the 
ordinary share capital of Ihlfen VCT pic to be issued in connection 
with th e Offer t o be admitted to the Official List it is emphasised that 
this advenisenent does not constitute an offer or invitation to any 
person to siirsoibe for or to purchase securities, it is expected that 
deaTingsin *e Oitfinaiy Shares of 5p each to be aBotted in respect 
of the first dosing of die Offer, the minimum subsoipton of £7.5 
milBon being obtained, will commence on 9th March 1999. 

TriVen VCT pic 

(Incorporated in England & Wales under the Companies Act 1985. 
Registered No 3707697) 

OFFER FOR SUBSCRIPTION OF UP TO 60,000,000 
ORDINARY SHARES OF 5p EACH AT lOOp PER 
SHARE PAYABLE IN FULL ON APPLICATION 
SPONSORED BY 

SINGER & FRIEDLANDER LIMITED 


Share capital immediately following the Offer on the basis 
that the Offer is folly subscribed 

laiedandlobeisuedfjfyp*} 

Amount tfurafw Amount Nun&er 

£4,000.000 80000,000 Onfray 9are5of 5peadi QOayXJO fiyiOQ.OQO 


TriVen VCT pic is a venture Capital Trust to be advised by Hderstreat 

, Gl£ Development Capital Limited, and UCA 
Devek^nient Caphai Unwed. 

JWtafa^may onfy be made on the Apptadon Form oantained 
m »he Prospectus or Mira Prospectus. 

Copies of the Prospectus and wfini Prospectus relating to ft* 
"f** were pubfehed on 8th February 1999, may be 
bus !I^. h0lJr; 00 ar * weekday (Saturdays 
^ ^ Com P an V Announcements 
™ T £]5l St0d t/^ 3n9e ' °“ Biuad Street. London 

"SS® !i? h ^* ua ry *999 and from the date of this nmta up to 
and BidutSng 9th Aprt 1999 from the following addresses; 

Sponsor » the issue: 

S^ &FliedIantter Matrix-Securities Matrfx-Uata Umhed 

Gossam House 

RkhS^^ 1 9?®"* **** 7 -8 Savife Row 

7_ ® Sa*"!* Row London wix 1AF 

tondon EC2M 4HR London WIX 1AF 
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The long voyage is finally over as 
Dame Iris Murdoch dies, aged 79 


By Kathy marks and 

glare Garner 

BUS JKJMJOCH, the novelist 
pMosopher whose descent 
jnto i^zbeimer’s was movfog- 
ctorted m a book by her bS- 
“Wid, John Bayiey, has died 
aged 79. 

Murdoch win be mourned as 
one of the finest and most pro- 
ufie writers of her generation. 
She produced 26 novels, in- 
cluding The Bed, A Severed 
"Cad and the 1978 Booker 
Prize-winner The Sea, The Sea, 
as well as numerous works of 
philosophy. 

Friends said she died at 4pm 
yesterday at Vhle House, in 
Oxford, a hospice where she 
had spent the past three weeks. 

Thn-oonoQ tfwff n . 
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to be pneumonia. Mr Bayiey, 
her husband of 43 years, was at 
her bedside. 

Murdoch, who always said 
that she regarded herself as a 
“second-league” writer; was • 
appointed Dame of the British 
Empire in 1987 for services to 
literature. She taught philoso- 
phy at St Anne's College, Ox- 
ford, and was nominated many 
times for the Nobel Prize for 
Literature. 

She and Mr Bayiey, a retired 
English literature professor at 
Oxford, had what each de- 
scribed as a perfect marriage. 
In his poignant and tender 
book, Iris, A Memoir, published 
in November, he wrote that 
the disease bad brought them 
closer together 

“She is not sailing into the 
dark,” he wrote. “The voyage is 
over; and, under the dark escort 
of Alzheimer’s, she has arrived 
somewhere. So have L” 

Tribute was paid last night 
by Paul Levy a writer and long- 
time Mend of the couple. He 
said that her novels were “Mur- 
dochian", as distinctive as the 
works of Proust or Kafka 

Tt was her ability to create 
an entire world or universe 
that was recognisable as some- 
thing special, as hers.” he said. 
“You know that things happen 

in quite strange and inter estin g 
ways in a Murdoch world.” 

Bayiey stunned the literary 
milieu when he revealed two 
years ago that not only was she 
suffering from Alzheimer's, but 
had already deteriorated so 
badly that she was incapable of 
simple acts of memory and 
communication. 

“The power of concentra- 
tion has gone, along with the 
ability to form coherent sen- 
tences and to rememberwhere 
she is or has been,” he wrote in 
The New Yorker magazine last 
July. ’ 

“She does not know she has 
written 26 remarkable novels as 
well as her books on philosophy, 






Iris Murdoch and her husband John Bayiey. He said that she was the most genuinely modest person he had ever met 
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received honorary doctorates 
from major universities and 
become a Dame of the British 
Empire." 

Murdoch was born in 
Dublin in July 1919, and was ed- 
ucated at Badminton School iu 
Bristol before going on to 
Somerville College, Oxford, 
where she gained a first-class 
degree in classics. 

She briefly joined the Com- 
munist Party and got a job at 
the 'freasuiy during the wan 
When the war ended, she 
worked for the United Nations 
in displaced-perscms 5 camps in 
Austria and Belgium. 

It was during this period 
that she became involved with 
Raymond Queneau, the math- 
ematician and novelist, and 
also fell under the spell ofJean- 
Paui Sartre, the leading 


pmphpt nf existentialism Mur- 
doch’s first novel Under The 
Net was published in 1954. She 
won the Whitbread Prize in 
1974 for The Sacred and Pro- 
fane Love Machine. Her other 
novels include The Nice And 
The Good, The SandcosUe and 
The Book and the Brother- 
hood, 

She and Bayiey met at Ox- 
ford in 1954, when he was a 
gauche 2&-year-old and she a 
don of 34, devastatingiy attrac- 
tive by many accounts, with a 
string of love affairs behind 
her A contemporary recalled 
her as “pretty and buxom, with 
blonde hair and dirndl starts”. 

Their marriage was said by 
Mends to be “one of the great 
love stories”. Marital bliss was 
accompanied by domestic dis- 
array; their Oxford home was 


chaotic, with a kitchen that 
was continually cluttered with 
belongings. 

Some criticised Murdoch’s 
novels as confined to the small 
milieu of the Hampstead intel- 
ligentsia; others said her books 
were too long and undisci- 
plined. Her last, Jackson’s 
DQemmn, published in 1995, re- 
ceived mixed reviews. 

She herself believed that the 
novel should be a “huge, great 
place” that could express 
everything, in the manner of 
Shakespeare. 

Murdoch first realised that 
something was amiss in 1995, 

hiit hritialfr thought that she 

was just suffering from a severe 
case of writer’s block. 

Jonathan MDlei; president 
of the Alzheimer’s Disease So- 
ciety said last night “It is a 


cruel and hideous disorder and 
one only admire the people 
who care for the person who 
suffers. John Bayiey obviously 
cared for her with enormous 
courage and self-sacrifice.” 
Alison Denham, a philoso- 
phy fellow at St Anne’s, said 
Murdoch had attended a col- 


lege dinner only last term. 
TTohn was marvellous.” she 
said. “He would be very dis- 
creetly bringing her along. He 
would see that she was looked 
after without being ever pre- 
sent" 

The college, which is ar- 
ranging a memorial service. 


said in a statement last night 
“Dame Iris was not only one of 
the most valued members of St 
Anne’s College, but of Oxford 
University. “Her creative tal- 
ents, her intelligence and her 
kiminfis g distm guishpfi hfir iim 

most distinguished arena. She 
will be greatly missed” 


Tribute 
to a Wife 


John Bayiey on 
Murdoch: 

‘Iris is without question the 
most genuinely modest 
person I have ever met. or 
if it comes ro rhar. could 
ever imagine. Modesty is 
apt to be something acted, 
by each individual in his or 
her own way, part of the 
armoury with which peo- 
ple half-consciously build 
up rhe persona they wish 
others to become aware of, 
and with which they intend 
to confront the world. Iris 
has no pride in being mod- 
est: I don’t think she even 
knows she is." 

On che Impact of 
Alzheimer’s on their 
marriage: 

■1 December 1997 (I think, 
a Sunday anyway.) fs:c ( 
Life is no longer bringing the 
pair of us ‘closer and clos- 
er apart 1 , in the poet's ten- 
derly ambiguous words 
Every day we move closer 
and closer together. We 
could not do otherwise. 
There is a certain comic irony 

- happily not darkly comic 

- that alter more than 40 
years of taking marriage for 
granted, marriage has de- 
cided it is tired of this, and 
is taking a hand in the 
game. Purposefully, persis- 
tently. involuntarily, our 
marriage is now getting 
somewhere. It is giving us no 
choice: and I am glad of that. 
Every day we are physically 
closer; and Iris's Uccte ‘mouse 
cry’, as I think of it. Signify- 
ing loneliness in the next 
room, the wish to be back 
beside me, seems less and 
less forlorn, more simple, 
more natural. She is not sail- 
ing into the dark: die voy- 
age is over, and under the 
dark escort of Alzheimer's 
she has arrived somewhere. 
So have l.“ 

From Iris: A memoir of Iris 
Murdoch, by John Bayiey 
(Duckworth. £1 6.95) 
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Alarmingly idiosyncratic, she 
freed a generation of writers 


FROM THE beginning of her 
career. Iris Murdoch seemed 
to enlarge the possibilities in 
front of the English noveL 
She was a writer of wonderful 
and sometimes rather alarm- 
ing idiosyncrasy; from her 
first novels, she explored a 
parish which was uniquely 
'M and unmistakab ly hers. But, 
somehow, by pursuing her 
desire only to be herself, she 
made it possible for genera- 
tions of novelists after her to 
be more themselves. 

Hers was a liberating and 
a generous imagination, an 

un acknowledged legislator 

not just of the English novel 

but of the freedoms of foe Eng- 
lish mind. 

Sometimes, of course, the 
idiosyncrasy seemed upper- 
most to her contemporaries. 
The huge splash made by her 
remarkably Amoy and cynicaL 
first novel. Under The Net, 
proved something of a red her- 
ring and she was never after- 
wards such a natural cranetfian. 

What she quickfy estab- 
lished, instead, was a taste for 

intricate melodrama, married 
.'•w to scenes of serious phitosqph- 
* itehata. and a weakness for 



rectly, there are hardly any 
ambitious writers left un- 
marked by the encounter. 

AS Byatt Doris Lessing, 
John Fbwtes, Angela Carter; 
even Alasdair C&ey’s hugely in- 
fluential Lanark, the best writ- 
ers of the time seemed to be 
liberated by the possibilities 
she had revealed, made free to 


extravagant symb olism . Hie 

results, in early novels sudi as 

The Bed, are often thrilling: se- 
rious fantasies entiretywithout 
thebesettingEngfeh sinofem- 

banassmenLTh^nwapo^ 

ogise, they never explain, and 

^arewonderftiL’niey^e 


involved and quite unlike sny- 


Iris Murdoch at tbe start 
of her career 

Something so new and so 
shameless could not, of 
course, expect to have an easy 

ride, and, with theirbuge casts 
and deliberately fanciful set- 
tings, Murdoch’s novels found 
many detractors. Ivy Comp- 
ton-Burnett, who might have 
been expected -to be interest- 
ed in another arch-individual- 
ist, was probably typical her 
standard response on bring 
asked if one ought to read a 
new Murdoch was: “I dotft 
fljinkyoa need trouble.” Some- 
thing so outrageously enjoy- 
able could hardly be serious, 
and a great game of knocking 
Murdoch began to take place. 

But the whole climate had 
chang ed. The thrflfing spirit of 
fantasy and epic which began 
to come into tbe English novel 
in the early Sixties was, sure- 
ly sparked off by her deter 
mined individuality. Although 
few novelists imitated her di- 


Sbe was at her best, I think, 
in the novels of the late Sixties 
and early Seventies, which re- 
fute that, ignorant argument 
which holds that the English 
novel was then parochial and 
unambitious: The symbolism 
relaxes -the slightly dunking 
appearances of the sword in A 
Severed Head is replaced by 
the unforgettable device of the 
swimming pool in A Fairty 
Honourable Defeat The read- 
ability of a novel like A Wbrd 
Child or The Black Prince is 
almost appallingly powerful. 

The novels manage to be 
playful fictive, symmetrical 
g nH retain thprr resp oasMBy 

to the outside world, so that she 
can discuss foe ethical prob- 
lems of the Vietnam draft- 
dodgers and orchestrate and 
palteni a party scene until it re- 
sembles the masque in The 
Ifempest The besetting sin of 
whimsy is not entirely absent 
-the space ship at the end of 
file otherwise very fine The 
Nice and the Good is tougi ho 
deal with -lut for half a dozen 
novels, here Is an exuberant, 

raronml intpl^ g pr iro Anting Ht- 

actly what she chooses. 

And that, surely ought to be 


enough. It is lmdeniahle that 
things started to go wrong 
from the late Seventies on- 
wards. The Sea, The Sea, which 
won the Booker Prize, is very 
for from being her best book, 
and after tbatastow process erf 
witiKfrawal began to take place. 

Of course, riie could stiQ rise 
to the grand oM manner from 
time to time, as tbe under-rated 
Nuns and Soldiers or The 
Philosopher’s Pupil quickly 
shows. But the whimsy starts 
to become overpowering 

Vfe know now; thanks to her 
husband, the intimate details 
of her last decline - the un- 
commissioned confessions of 
a writer who had never chosen 
to write about herself before. 
And it might be tempting, in 
those last novels, to look for 
something of that mental de- 
cline. Bat it is not there, or per 
haps only mtte abbreviations 
and effortful elaborations of 
her last, Jocksorfs Dilemma. 
Until then, there is only a 
powerful mind, doing exactly 
what it wants to do, pursuing 
an increasingly arid and wil- 
ful path. 

She never lost that blissful 
readability but, by tbe Eight- 
ies, she had done what she 
could. And it will do; it em- 
phatically will do. She is too 
strange, too idiosyncratic a 
writer to go on befog read in 
total hut, at her test, she 
made you realise what the 
novel could do, and her voice 
is everywhere. Si roonumen- 
hOTiTeqii im, c rrcumsptce. 
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Three die in meningitis outbreak 


By Jeremy laurance 
Health Editor 

THE WORST outbreak of 
meningitis for a year has struck 
three schools in south Wales. 
Eleven people have been strick- 
en with the disease, three of 
whom have died, triggering a 
public health emergency. 

Medical staff were yesterday 
treating 1,500 children in Ponty- 
pridd, Mid Glamorgan, with 
antibiotics in an attempt to 
lialt the spread of the disease 
which is running at record lev- 
els nationwide. There were 33-1 
cases of meningitis across the 
country in the first two weeks of 
1999. the highest for any two- 
week period in the past 50 years. 

Gareth Gould, 15, who had 
been studying for his GCSEs at 
Coedylan Comprehensive 
School in Pontypridd died last 
week hours after complaining 
of a mild headache. Yesterday, 
a 50-vear-old teacher and moth- 
er of two. Lynne James, from 
die Ciirdinal Newman RC Com- 
prehensive school, died after 
being admitted to hospital on 
Sunday night. 

The 1 1 people who bare con- 
tracted the disease in the area 
since the beginning of Efcbruaiy 
include seven children from 
three schools. A 60-year- old 
woman died last week. 

The outbreak is the worst 
since that in Iroaville, south 
Derbyshire in early 1998. 
Meningitis is a cyclical disease 
with peaks every’ 10 to 15years 
and nationally tbe number of 
cases has risen sharply in the 
last three years. The number of 
cases is now running at at 
about 2.600 a year - twice the 
level in 1995. 

Doctors from Bro Tnf health 
authority in Cardiff said they 
were dealing with a new ag- 



Gareth Gould, 15. who died hours after complaining of a headache. Right: The Cardinal Newman school, where meningitis victim Lynne James, 50, taught Huw Evans 


gressive sub-type of the virulent 
C strain of meningitis. One in 
10 of the population carries 
the bacteria that cause menin- 
gitis in the back of their throat 
although only a few are vul- 
nerable to developing the dis- 
ease. Giving antibiotics kills 


the bacteria and prevents fur- 
ther spread, hi addition, some 
children were being offered 
vaccination. 

The mother of Gareth Gould 
described yesterday the chiDing 
speed with which the disease 
struck her son, who died last 


week. He had complained of a 
mil d headache in the morning 
but insisted she went to work 
leaving him at home. "When I 
came back Gareth was a bit hot 
but I saw two little marks on his 
arm and 1 knew that could be 
a sign. 1 called out the doctor 


and he got him in hospital 
straight away. 

’‘Gareth was still aide to talk 
to us and at one point he want- 
ed to get out of bed for a can of 
Coke. The doctors sedated him 
so he was out of pain and they 
put him on a ventilator He 


closed his eyes and gave us a 
double thumbs-up telling us it 
would be OK. But within 30 min- 
utes all his organs had shut 
down. He died and there was no 
real warning that anything was 
seriously wrong.” 

Phil Raybould, head of Co- 


edyian Comprehensive School 
where Gareth was a pupiL, yes- 
terday praised staff and pupils 
for their co-operation. He said: 
“It was quite an amazing ex- 
perience. I didn’t leave the 
school until 10.30pm and we 
managed to get tablets to more 


than 1,000 pupils. They turned 
up with their parents, undes 
and grannies and everything 
went very smoothly. The help 
we had from parents and from 
staff was phenomenal. It re- 
stores your faith in humanity.” 

He said one other pupO re- 
mained in a critical condition 

with meningitis while four oth- 
ers were stable or recovering. 

Dr Meirion Evans, consultant 
to communicable diseases at 
Bro Taf health authority, said: 
“We are extremely concerned 
by this outbreak and are asking 
parents to be extra vigilant 
and alert to the symptoms.” 

“We are carrying out tests 
and believe it could be a strain 
we have not come across pre- 
viously. Antibiotics and vacci- 
nation will be just as effective 
on the new strain. It is treatable 
but diagnosis must be made 
quickly and treatment given 
promptly." 

The scale of the rise in 
meningitis cases in recent 
years has taken the experts by 
surprise. A spokeswoman for 
the Mening itis Research Foun- 
dation sash “The totals for 1997 
and 1998 are the highest for 50 
years. We hope it is plateauing 
and will go down but at the mo- 
ment there is no sign of it Tbe 
figures are very high and we 
are concerned to raise aware- 
ness to ensure prompt diagno- 
sis and early treatment” 

She said tbe C2A strain iden- 
tified in Mid Glamorgan had 
been around for a fewyears al- 
though it was among the newer 
ones. About 40 pa- cent of cases 
are caused by the C strain with 
the remainder caused by the B 
strain. There are seven or eight 
major types of each strain. 

The Meningitis Research 
Foundation is operating a free 
24-hour helpline: 0808 800 3344. 


Dublin calls for return of £250,000 for ecstasy victim 
Mitchell the peacemaker brain-damaged by hospital 


THE IRISH government yes- 
terday suggested the return to 
Belfast of the former US Sen- 
ator George Mitchell, who suc- 
cessfully chaired the talks 
which led to last year's Good 
Friday Agreement, in an 
attempt to resolve the arms 
decommissioning issue. 

Although the proposal met 
with a lukewarm response, the 
floating of the idea is seen as 
a sign that Britain and Ireland 
are exploring all options in an 
effort to crack the problem by 
their target date oF 10 March. 

The issue was raised by 
Mary Harney, the Irish Deputy 
Prime Minister, who said that 
since Mr Mitchell could be 
‘.rusted by everybody, there 
:ninht weO be a rote for him now. 


By David mciottrick 
I reland Correspondent 

She added: “It may well come 
to American intervention. We 
have to call on those that have 
had the capacity in the past to 
resolve difficulties. It may well 
now be necessary." 

In response, the Ulster 
Unionist leader David Trimble 
and Sinn Fein president Gerry 
Adams both indicated that 
they believed Mr Mitchell’s 
return would be premature, 
though neither ruled out his 
involvement at a later stage. 

The SDLP’s deputy leader 
Seamus Mallon, was scepti- 
cal commenting: “It would 
transfer problems from the 
door of the Assembly to 


another room somewhere.” 
The Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland Mo Mow- 
lam, said she was reticent 
about re-involving Mr Mit- 
chetl adding; “At the end of the 
day It's up to the parly lead- 
ers." Ms Mowlam also took 
heart from a Belfast Telegraph 
opinion poll which suggested 
widespread support for wea- 
pons decommissioning, even 
among Sinn FVm supporters. 

The poll, of 1,100 people, 
said 84 per cent of those ques- 
tioned wanted guns handed 
over immediately. More intri- 
guingly the poll also reported 
that 58 per cent of Sinn Fein 
supporters said they wanted to 
see the IRA and loyalist para- 
militaries hand over weapons. 


Over 50? Insure 
your car for less 



Low-cost motor insurance that’s miles better 


Saga Motor Insurance offers a range of 
carefully chosen options, such as free 
cover while you're driving in Europe: 
and an attractive 60% No-Claim 
Discount. 

This high level of cover doesn't mean 
high cost. Quite the reverse, in fact 


Saga Motor Insurance is extremely 
competitive. We are dedicated to 
providing relevant, well-priced 
solutions for car owners aged 50 
and over, on the road and off. 

For a motor insurance quotation 
or instant cover, why not call Saga? 


0800484184 quoting reference ID2909 


Our lines are open 8.30am to 7pm weekdays, and 9am to l pm Saturdays. 


These figures were imme- 
diately attacked by Mitchel 
McLaughlin, of Sinn Ftein, who 
said they represented a dis- 
tortion. He added: “It has no 
credibility at alL Any political 
scientist could tell you that” 
Hie Sinn Fein figure was. how- 
ever, so high and so unex- 
pected that the poll will now be 
dosely analysed by sides. 

Ms Mowlam has Launched a 
new round of talks with 
Belfast parties to discuss 
decommissioning and other 
issues. Many of Northern Ire- 
land’s political leaders have 
meanwhile flown to Brussels to 
urge the EU to keep payments 
to the province at a high leveL 
David McKittricfc, 
Review page 4 


A BRAIN-DAMAGED woman 
who lost the ability to speak, 
read and write after taking ec- 
stasy at a nightclub yesterday 
won £250,000 agreed damages 
in the High Court from the 
hospital that treated her. 

In what is believed to be the 
first compensation pay-out of 
its kind, Lorraine Leighton, 
now aged 25, had sued North 
Middlesex Hospital NHS *Ibust 
over the care she received 
after she was admitted in Jan- 
uary 1995. 

Ms Leighton sat next to her 
parents in court as her counsel, 
Duncan Pratt, said her case 
was “a question of both tragedy 
and triumph”. 

Ms Leighton had been left 
with a catalogue of neurologi- 


IN BRIEF 

Mencap says jail terms *too short’ 

SENTENCES ON a care homes owner and worker guilty of 
ill-treating residents with learning difficulties were 
criticised as too lenient yesterday by the disability charity 
Mencap. Donald Lee, 49, and David Poole, 40, were given 
six and three months jail terms, half to be suspended. 

Councillor beat neighbour 

A 64-year-old councillor and former acting police 
authority chairman was found guilty of unlawful wounding 
, after hitting a neighbour with a pickaxe handle. Dennis 
Jones, of Croes Pen Maen, south Wales, hit Alan Carter to 
a dispute over children playing in the street 

Fly London to Dublin for £9.99 

THE COST of flying between Dublin and London has been 
cut to a one-way fare of IR29.99. Ryanair made the move 
to a dispute over plans to increase airport landing charges 
in Dublin. The carrier’s chief executive Michael O’Leary 
said that 99 of passengers had voted in a ballot to back 
the airline's stand against high er charges. 

Firm fined over manure in water 

ANGLIAN WATER was fined £15,000 with £5j521 costs for 
supplying water contaminated with bacteria from cow and 
pig manure. People suffered diarrhoea and stomach 
cramps. The company pleaded guilty at Ipswich Crown 
Court to providing water unfit for human consumption. 

Damages for ‘birthday treat* woman 

a woman injured in a helicopter crash on her 36th birthday 
was awarded £200.903 damages in the High Court yesterday 
Ina Jacobs, of Canvey Island. Essex, suffered a devastating 
injury to her hand in the crash at Southend airport in May 
1993. The flight had been arranged as a birthday treat 

Striker’s England caps found 

ENGLAND caps and medals belonging to former striker 
Mark Hateley were found at a second-hand shop 150 miles 
from his home, from where they were stolen five years 
ago. Two men tried to sell them to a shop in Newcastle 
upon Tyne, but fled when the owner became suspicious. 

David McKittrick 

E ln Belfast, a political 
pressure-cooker is 
under construction 


By Linus Gkbgoriadis 

cal disabilities which she and 
her famity had fought hard to 
overcome, Mr Pratt said. 

The former beautician, who 
is not expected to work agai n , 
had had to relearn how to write, 
swallow, feed herself and com- 
municate. 

Ms Leighton had taken two 
half tablets of ecstasy before 
she collapsed and was admit- 
ted, semi-conscious, to North 
Middlesex Hospital in north 
London, the court was told. 

Mr Pratt claimed that Miss 
Leightorf s problems were “em- 
inently correctable" when she 
arrived in hospital and that 
there was little or no active in- 
vestigation or management of 


bercancfitfon daring her first 48 
hours there. During that time 
she suffered irreversible brain 
damage, the court was told. It 
was also rinimad tha t the ad- 
ministration of fluids exacer- 
bated her problems. 

Tbe trust, which denied lia- 
. bility, admitted breach of duty 
in that some mandatory inves- 
tigations .were not performed by 
the medical staff who admitted 
Ms Leighton. It also admitted 
that it was not appropriate to 
continue with fluids beyond a 
certain point 

The trust said thatif the case 
had not been settled, it would 
have argued that the brain 
swelling suffered by Ms 
Leighton was a direct toxic ef- 
fect of taking ecstasy, so any 


mismanagement there might 
have been was not the cause of 
her brain damage. It also 
claimed that Ms Leighton had 
contributed to her own injury by 
taking the drug. 

Dr Thomas Leigh of the 
Medical Defence Union, said 
yesterday: “Anybody who has 
been a victim of medical negli- 
gence should be compensated 
swiftly and fairly. One cannot 
distinguish between people on 
the basis of what they have 
done to be in hospital" 

A spokeswoman for the 
charity Action for Victims of 
Medical Accidents said that 
she believed this was the first 
time an ecstasy victim had re- 
ceived compensation following 
a civil action. 


‘Dandy’ leprechaun 
is no joke, say Irish 


A LEPRECHAUN by the name 
of Fiddle O’Diddle is at the 
centre of allegations of racism 
involving one of Britain’s best- 
known comics. 

The Dandy, borne over the 
past 60 years to characters 
such as Desperate Dan and 
Bananaman, has been accused 
of deliberately trying to make 
the Irish look stupid. 

Those levelling the accusa- 
tions say it is particularly un- 
pleasant because of the age of 
the comic’s readers. 

Tbe offending character; 
O Diddle, from fictitious Rath- 
prune, sparked controversy 
when, in a recent edition of the 
comic, he was featured trying 
to grow a black-pudding free. 
His catchphrase, which is reg- 
ularly used, is: “Sure ’ting.” 

Telephone lines to a Dublin 
radio show were jammed with 
listeners calling in to complain. 


BY ANDREW BUNCOMBE 

One farmer called the Joe 
Duffy Lmelive show and said 
the comic’s racism was sinister. 

But staff at the Dundee- 
based Dandy were defiant yes- 
terday, accusing detractors of 
political correctness and re- 
fusing to spike the leprechaun 
or alter his character. 

The Dandj^s editor; Morris 
Heggie, devised O’Diddle dur- 
ing a visit to an Irish comic fain 
He said: “In the story Fiddle 
O’Diddle from Rathprune is 
the smartest leprechaun in Ire- 
land and most of the stories in- 
volve people trying to catch him 
for a crock of gold 

“I think It was the black-pud- 
ding story that has caused all 
this fuss. This is all madcap 
stuff Both the heroes and vil- 
lains in the story are Irish. 

“We are portrayed as tight- 


fisted, kilt-wearing, caber- 
tossing Scots, and it's the same 
with the English thp W feish. 
No one is safe from being lam- 
pooned on our pages.” 

David Donaldson, manag- 
ing director of the comic’s pub- 
lisher, DC Thomson, said 
readers were aware of the dif- 
ference between the real world 
and Efe portrayed in the Dandy. 

“LookatFtxfter 7bd Nobocty 
seriously believes all Irish 
priests are like that," said Mr 
Donaldson. He added: “Heav- 
en help us if we have to water 
down any more. We have had 
nuncrity pressure groups com- 
plaining about this and that” 
Like many comics, the 
Dandy -first published in 1937 
and still selling 100,000 copies 
a week - has had to cut down 
on violence, r uling out tradi- 
tional scenes of punch-ups and 
corporal punishment 


Three in rooftop iailbreak 
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POLICE are hunting three 
prisoners who went on the run 
after making a spectacular 
rooftop escape. 

They clambered to the top of 
an accommodation block after 
gaining access to an air vent in 
a shower-room. Prison officers 
gave chase across the roof at 
Feathers tone prison, near 
'Wolverhampton, and a fourth 
prisoner taking part in the 
break-out was caught before he 
could escape. 

But the other three crossed 


By Ian Burrell 
Home Affairs Corresponden t 

on to the roof of the prison g ate 
lodge and jumped down into the 
carpark. 

The escapers fled into a 
nearby housing estate, pur- 
sued by prison staff The pris- 
oners’ first attempt to steal a 
car failed but they managed 
to “hot-wire’ a second vehicle 
and drove off All three prison- 
ers lived near the medium-se- 
curity prison. 


The escape took place at 
6.30pm on Sunday, when pris- 
oners are allowed to socialise 
as part of their “association'’ 
period. The prisoners were 
named as Shane Middleton, 
from Birmingham, who had 
served four years of an ll-year 
sentence for robbery, Wbrren 
Banford, from Redditch, West 
Midlands, serving four years 
for burglary, and Brendan 
Somerville, from Ri rmingHam 
who was serving three years 
for bur glar y 




i 


V 




%£ the INDEPENDENT 

Tbesdaj 9 February 1999 


HOME NEWS/5 


Jury to 
visit site 
of war 
crimes 

THE JUDGE and jury in 
Britain’s first Nazi war crimes 

trial wm next week visit Belarus 

in eastern Europe to see where 
ftmr murders were allegedly 
committed mare titan 56 years 
ago. In an unprecedented 
“owe. the court will travel to the 
former Soviet republic as part 
of the trial of Anthony 
Sawonhifr 

Mr Sawoniuk, 77, from 
Bermondsey south London, is 
alleged to have murdered fotir 

Jews, two men and two women, 

in 1942 while a police officer in 
what was then German-occu- 
pied territory. 

Yesterday at the Old Bafley 
the judge, Mr Justice Potts, told 
the jury the case they were 
trying was “highly unusual”. He 
told them: “The defendant was 
a police officer serving in a 
small town called Domachevo, 
near Brest, while the German 
army occupied the region. It is 
alleged that be assisted the 
Germans in putting into effect 
the policy of mass murder of the 


BY ANDREW BUNCOMBE 

local Jewish population. “If &- 
ther you or your fomfiyhas suf- 
fered as a result of German 
action against Jewish or other 
races or religions then it would 
be better if you (fid not serve cm 

th is jury. 1 * 

Mr Sawoniuk, a retired rail 
worker, is charged with four 
counts of murder on dates be- 
tween 19 September and 31 
December 1942. He has de- 
nied all charges. 

Yesterday Mr Sawoniuk, 
thick-set, white-haired and 
wearingagrey pullover and red 
tie, sat at a table in the well of 
the court in front erf the dock. 
He was silent as the jury was 
selected from a panel of 39-all 
erf whom had been told the trial 
could last to the end of March. 

John Nutting QC, for the 
prosecution, told the jury the in- 
tention of the visit- arranged 
at the request of the defence - 
was to allow them to see where 
the crimes were said to have 



been committed. He said: “[The 
judge] ordered that the jury 
have the advantage of visiting 
the scene where these events 
took place in order to better 
understand... the town itself 
the terrain and the site where 
Mr Sawoniuk is alleged to have 
murdered a number of Jews.” 
He said that over the coming 
days, the Crown would call 


Professor Christopher Brown- 
ing, “an expert of matters re- 
lating to the Holocaust and... to 
the ‘Final Solution*.'* 

The trial, which is certain to 
reopen the debate about 
whether defendants can re- 
ceive a fair trial half a century 
after their alleged crimes, fol- 
lows the passing in 1991 of the 
War Crimes Act Ifce Act ex- 


tended British jurisdiction to 
cover alleged war crimes com- 
mitted by non-British nationals 
in German-controlled territory 
during the Second Warld War 
At the time it was estimated 
there were about 300 possible 
war criminals in Britain -most 
of them former members of po- 
lice units from the Baltic states 
and eastern Europe. 


In 1996 a case involving Szy- 
mon Serafinowicz. who was ac- 
cused on three specimen 
charges of murdering Jews in 
Belarus, collapsed before 

r parhing trial 

86, who denied the charges, was 
found to be suffering from 
Alzheimer's disease, heart 
problems and cancer. He died 
seven months later. 


Yesterday the hearing was 
adjourned at lunchtime to allow 
the jurors to receive 
inoculations against hepatitis. 
typhoid, diphtheria, tetanus 
arid polio in preparation for 
the visit. The judge warned 
them to take warm dothes, 
adding: “This will not be a 
holiday." 

The case continues. 


Private school firm to focus on performing arts 


THE COMMERCIAL arm of a 
specialist school is set to be- 
come the first private company 
to run a British state school. 

The education authority in 
Surrey said last night that the 
company 3 E’s Enterprises, 
set up by Eingshurst City Tech- 
nology College in Solihull in the 
West Midlands, was in the lead 
to secure the contract to run 
King s* Mano r, a foiling com- 
prehensive school in Guildford. 


BY JUDITH JUDD 
Education Editor 


Any profits wfll be ploughed 
hack into Kings’ Manor. 

The firm says that it wants 
to establish a college which wfll 
focus on both the performing 
arts and technology. It said in 
its bid that it wanted “a high sta- 
tus college with students rather 
than pupils. 

“The term ‘students’ w31 be 


used to indicate the responsi- 
ble approach to education that 
we will expect from the young 
people who attend.” 

It aims to make Kings' 
Manor one of the first life-long 
learning colleges of the 2lst 
century offering teaching for all 
age groups. 

The firm, which has a panel 
of e x perts on academic stan- 
dards and medal needs, has the 
backing erf more than 50 spon- 


sors and has already raised 
OOm for two schools. 

3 E’s was in competition with 
CfBT Educational Services, a 
not-for-profit consultancy and 
Nord Anglia, a consultancy that 
runs a string of private schools, 
caress services, teacher sup- 
ply agencies and a is supplier 
of school inspectors. 

Surrey council said 3 E’s 
emerged as the leading con- 
tender after consultation with 


leg al, financial and education- 
al experts as well as teachers, 
pupils and parents. 

Parents, who were originally 
unhappyabouta takeover by a 
private compare said that then- 
preference was for 3 E’s. 

“Kings' Manor is ideally 
placed to become one of the 
first educational establish- 
ments of the 21st century which 
provides life-long learning op- 
portunities to enhance the qual- 


ity of life of those of all ages in 
the area,” the company said. 

Surrey win pay the company 
a fee and performance related 
bonuses for meeting taigets for 
improved exam results. Final 
details will now be negotiated. 

Kings* Manor has places for 
900, but is only half full. It is at 
the bottom of the county’s 
league tables. Only 20 per cent 
of pupils gained five good 
GCSEs this year. 


■ Professor David Guest, pro- 
fessor of occupational psy- 
chology at London University, 
and Tony Hope, visiting pro- 
fessor of accounting at the 
French business school IN- 
SEAD, said yesterday that Gov- 
ernment plans to introduce 
performance related pay for 
teachers and nurses would not 
work. Professor Hope said that 
performance related pay was 
yesterday’s reward system. 


Actress 
faces 
charity 
fund row 

by Clare Garner 


PENELOPE KEITH was last 
night facing calls for her res- 
ignation as president of the 
Actors’ Benevolent f\md. The 
actress, best-known for her 
roles in television comedies, 
was under pressure after the 
iund settled out of court a claim 
for wrongful dismissal from its 
former general secretary. 

The agreement spared Ms 
Keith from having to give evi- 
dence to support the sacking of 
Rosemary Stevens, 48, who 
was at the charity for 16 years. 

Michael Thornton, 58, author 
and fund supporter called for 
Ms Keith, president for nine 
years, and the executive coun- 
cil to resign. He said it was the 
second employment tribunal 
claim to be resolved by the 
charity in six months. “They 
have chosen not to face the 
music.” he said. “TTiey should all 
go, and go now, handing oner 
their responsibilities to cithers 
with better judgement and a 
greater sense of accountability 
to the members and supporters 
of the Actors’ Benevolent Fluid." 

The acrimonious departure 
of Mrs Stevens, who held a 
£28£00-a-year post, last sum- 
mer plunged the fund into cri- 
sis. The institution, founded in 
1882, looks after retired and 
nee^y members of the theatri- 
cal profession. Four of the ex- 
ecutive council’s 16 members, 
including Nicholas Grace, who 
was in Bridesheod Revisited. 
and Angharad Rees, star or 
FoIdarJc, resigned in protest 

Ms Keith, 58. who starred in 
BBC Television's The Good 
Life, left the tribunal in central 
London without comment. 
Kathy Pavey, the fund's solici- 
tor, described the settlement as 
“amicable” and said the terms 
would remain confidential 

A written statement from 
the fund council welcomed the 
settlement, saying: “The fund 
is running extremely efficiently. 
The president has the support 
of the whole council and does 
not intend to resign.” 
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This is not an advertisement about what 
Fujitsu sell. 

It’s an advertisement about what people 
choose to buy. 

And why. 

Because, in the last six months alone, 
people have chosen to buy seventy per cent 
more Fujitsu PCs. Notebooks and Servers than 
ever before. Making us one of Europe's fastest 
growing computer companies as well as the 
fourth largest IT company in the world.* 

It isn’t an accident 

Every year, we invest at least ten per cent 
of our revenue m research and development. 

So there's a Fujitsu PC Notebook and 
Server for every kind of use and for every 
land of user. 

AH conceived, designed and built to work 
hard, and to run economically. 

Which, experience seems to prove, is just 
exactly what people want. 
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‘Support me’ 
campaign by 
Livingstone 


By Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 

KEN LIVINGSTONE seized the 
initiative in his bid to become 
Mayor of London yesterday 
when he launched a high-pro- 
file public campaign to per- 
suade Tbny Blair to allow him 
to stand as Labour candidate. 

In a move that took the party 
leadership by surprise, the for- 
mer GLC leader went on the 
offensive with a full-page news- 
paper advertisement an- 
nouncing a “Back Ken" rally to 
be held next week. 

The advert, in the London 
Evening Standard, will be fol- 
lowed by thousands of leaflets 
carrying the slogan “Let Ken 
Livingstone Stand" as the 
Brent East MP takes his mes- 
sage directly to Londoners and 
party members. 

Mr Livingstone's support- 
ers hope that the campaign will 
attract enough support to make 
it too embarrassing for Labour 
to block him from any party 
shortlist for the mayoralty. 

However, the new publicity 
blitz was immediately attacked 
by Blairite loyalists who dis- 
missed it as a “desperate, last- 
chance" tactic that was likely to 
backfire. 

The rally at Central Hall 
Westminster, will be backed by 
the comedian Jo Brand and the 
pop singer Billy Bragg and will 
locus a concerted attempt to set 
up a pro-Ken organisation with- 
in each of the 14 districts form- 
ing the new Greater London 
Authority 

The advertisement, titled 
“Read Ken?" uses nine of the 
MP's recent quotes to counter 
what he claims is an attempt by 
Millbank officials to smear him 
as a dangerous left-winger. 

One of the quotes, taken 
from an open letter to Tony 
Blair last month, states: “There 
is simply no question whatev- 
er of my seeking to use the may- 
orship as a platform to wage 
political warfare against this 



The advert in yesterday’s 
‘Evening Standard’, and 
pop singer Billy Bragg 
who is backing Ken 



Government" Another quote, 
from The Independent last No- 
vember; states: “Personally I 
am in favour of Labour winning 
elections, which means select- 
ing candidates from the widest 
and most representative pool 
and taking the troops with you." 

The campaign will be fund- 
ed by public contributions, he 
said, and appealed for sup- 
porters to send him “the price 
of a pint of lager or a pack of 
fags each week". 

Mr Livingstone stressed 
yesterday that he wanted to 
show the Prime Minister the 
strength of feeling among the 
ordinary public in the capital. . 


“This is not my campaign to 
be Mayor: This is toy campaign 
to be allowed to stand. It is 
aimed at nhangfag the me vote 
which really matters, which is 
Tony Blair’s. 

“It’s ridiculous to think it's 
been nearly a year since Lon- 
doners voted in a referendum 
and still Labour is not getting 
its act together and the Tbries 
are off and. running." 

Labour's strategy was to 
put the contest “off and off” in 
the hope that his campaign 
would Ktfdestruct, he claimed 
“I have no intention of self-de- 
structing," he said, 

A parly spokesman refused 
to comment on Mr Living- 
stone's campaign, but Joan 
Ryan, Labour MP for Enfield 
North and member of the Lon- 
don Labour Party board, ac- 
cused him of “childish" tactics. 
“It is not acceptable. I think the 
public are fed up with it He 
should wait his turn,” she said 

London's 70,000 Labour 
Party members will be asked 
this au tumn to vote on their 
choice in time for the election 
in May 2000. 

But the party leadership is 
stiff wrestling with the problem 
that it has no mainstream can- 
didate who is likely to beat Mr 
Livingstone in a one-member, 
one-vote contest A selection 
panel has been appointed by the 
party’s National Executive and 
is expected to draw up a short- 
list after the European elections 
in June. 

Party sources have fre- 
quently made plain that the 
panel will block Mr Living- 
stone’s nomination on the 
grounds that he has criticised 
party polity and failed to back 
the idea of a mayoralty until 
recentty. 

Gillian Shephard the shad- 
ow Environment Secretary, 
said: “If they cannot trust the 
people of London to choose 
their own Labour candidate, 
then their talk about trusting 
the people is empty prattle." 







Ken Livingstone in his Westminster office: ‘This campaig n is aimed at changing the one vote which matters — Tony Blair’s’ Neville Elder 


Why I’m challenging my party 
to let me stand for mayor 


SETTING UP a new govern- 
ment for London should have 
been nothing but good news for 
Tbny Blair’s administration. 
After 13 years as the only cap- 
ital city in the western world 
without a democratically elect- 
ed government, giving Lon- 
doners back the chance to elect 
and to sack the people running 
their dty was so obviously the 
right thing to do that in the end 
the Tories went along with it - 
even though they had to lock 
Mrs Thatcher in the cellar 
whilst doing so. 

But while the government is 
doing the right thing, some of 
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Labour's faceless bureaucrats 
seem intent on screwing it up 
by getting involved in a point- 
less raw about who should be 
Labour’s candidate. No doubt 
with this in mind, the London 
Labour F&rty membership at 
their annual conference last 
summervoted overwhelming- 
ly that anybody who was nom- 
inated by 10 local Labour 
parties should be included on 
the final ballot form to choose 
our candidate. Since then the 
transport union TGWU has 
proposed a compromise based 
on this formula which would 
allow Labour to vet those can- 
didates not achieving the 10 
nomination quota. Instead of ao- 
cepting this sensible compro- 
mise, Clare Short’s famous 
people in the shadows have 
opted instead for a panel of 
party appointees to vet the 
candidates in private. 

Anyone who doubts the neu- 
trality of the party machine 
had all their worst suspicions 
confirmed Last week when I 
published an open letter to 
Tony Blair giving a categorical 
undertaking that 1 would not 
use the mayoralty to undermine 
the government. Within hours 
London Labour Party press of- 
fice had issued a statement 
denouncing my promise as a 
“publicity stunt" aimed at “dup- 



KEN 

LIVINGSTONE 


ing party members" and in the 
nicest possible way dismissing 
me as a liar. 

That is why yesterday I 
launched a campaign not to be- 
come mayor but to allow Lon- 
don Labour Party members 
the right to choose who they 
wish as their candidate. At 
7.30pm next Monday Jo Brand 
has agreed to chair the first 
rally erf this campaign at Meth- 
odist Central HaD, Westminster. 

The Mjnbank'Ondezu^ have 
spent months giving off-the- 
record briefings to journalists 
rubbishingnty record as leader 
of the GLC. This is a bit odd 
given that virtually all the con- 
troversial policies that caused 
such a stir bade in 1981 have 
now become mainstream 
Labour policy. It’s not just the 
easy issues of pro-public trans- 


port priorities and democratic 
control of the police- the GLCs 
battle against discrimination 
was a mayor attribution, in win- 
ning the hearts and minds of or- 
dinary members. We now have 
over 100 women Labour MPs, 
a black senior Minister and 
openly gay Cabinet ministers. 

Even our most controversial 
policy of beginning a dialogue 
with Sinn Rsm is now sera to 
have been right. What a tragedy 
that Mrs Thatcher didn't Mow 
our lead and save the thousand 
lives that were lost in the in- 
tervening years. 

So far every survey has 
shown that I am the leading 
party political candidate in the 
poDs. In the last poQ I even over- 
took Richard Branson. Given 
that this election will take [dace 
in May2000, in the mid-term of 
the government and after what 
may be a rather grim year eco- 
nomically, it would be mad- 
ness not to let the members 
choose from amongst the 
strongest contenders. Simply 
because the Tories are cur- 
rently lagging in the polls does 
not mean that we should take 
Londoners’ votes for granted. 

Nor am I merely the first 
choice of old Labour senti- 
mentalists. Two weeks ago the 
Evening Standard reported a 
poll in which 500 company di- 


rectors were asked to sponta- 
neously name their preferred 
candidate for mayor. 19 per 
cent chose me with just 5 per 
cent each for Jeffrey Archer 
and Richard Branson. Other 
mayoral contenders lagged be- 
hind these poor percentages 
with just 1 or 2 per cent 

No one would have predict- 
ed at the height of the GLC that 
I would lead the field amongst 
business leaders, so what has 
changed - me or them? The 
Hunt fact is that City bosses de- 
pend on a sound public trans- 
port system if London Is to 
remain attractive as a site for 
business HQs. It is even more 
amazing to talk to these cap- 
tains of industry and discover 
that many would be prepared 
to pay a voluntary levy if it was 
guaranteed to be spent on mod- 
ernising the tube system. 

Yesterday's full page advert 
in the Evening Standard was 
immediately denounced as an 
attempt to “bully" my way into 
the nomination with sinister im- 
plications about where the 
money was coming from. Well 
Pve spent all the Russian gold 
and the Lttyan petro-doDars, so 
hopefully the advert will be 
paid for by the donations of or- 
dinary Londoners who believe 
it is their right to decide who is 
mayor and nobody else’s. 
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Noye murder extradition 
cleared by Spanish court 


THREE SPANISH National 
Court judges yesterday app- 
roved the extradition of Brit- 
ain's most wanted man, 
Kenneth Noye, who is sought in 
connection with the M35 road- 
rage murder in May 1996. Court 
sources said yesterday that 
the 36-page ruling in favour of 
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made official when the three 
judges formally signed it at 
around midday today. 

Mr Noye, who argued vehe- 
mently against extradition at a 
court hearing in Madrid last 
week, has three days in which 
to appeal against the decision. 

If his legal team decide to do 

so, this would prolong Mr 


By Elizabeth Nash 
in Madrid 

Noye’s stay in a jail near 
Madrid for weeks if not months, 
until a plenary session of the 
National Court decides his fa te. 
Otherwise he could be put on 
a plane within dqys and banded 

nwr tn Kent Pnli«» wlin ciih. 


mitted the extraction request 

last September 

Mr Noye told Madrid's high- 
security court last Monday that 
he did not want to be extradited 
because the British media 
would make it impossible for 
him to receive a fair triaL 
Mr Noye insisted he had 
nothing to do with tha stabbing 


to death of Stephen Cameron, 
21, on a motorway slip road 
near Swanley, Kent, nearly 
three years ago. 

Glaring at dozens of British 
journalists massed behind a 
bullet-proof glass screen, he 
begged to be allowed to stand 
trial in Spain, adding: “Fve 




by the media. 1 
Mr Noye, 5L was arrested in 

the eariy hours of 29 August last 

year in a dramatic police raid 

on a restaurant in the southern 

Spanish town of Barbate near 
Cadiz. The swoop followed an 
i nter na t ional manhunt exten- 
ding from Tenerife to Cyprus 
which was tarried out after Mr 


Nqye skipped Britain shortly 
after Mr Cameron was killed. 

Mr Noye’s principal line of 
defence was that the procedure 
whereby he was identified, fay 
photograph rather than by 
identity parade, did not stand up 
in Spanish law. 

But Spain’s chief state pros 




last week argued that Britain 
had submitted a watertight 
extradition plea and Had “pre- 
sented an absolutely convincing 
account of the events sur- 
rounding the stabbing and had 
come to the conclusion that the 
crime could have been com- 
mitted by no other person than 
Kenneth Noye.” 


Firms sold ‘too many’ phones 


RECORD MOBILE phone sales 
over the Christmas period have 
led to a sharp rise in the num- 
ber of customer complaints as 
companies fall victim to their 
own success, it emerged today. 

Mike Caldwell Vbdafbne's 
head of communications, ad- 
mitted the company had sold 
*ftoon3any^phonescp»erChrisb- 
mas ami was struggling to keep 
up with calls from customers. 
He said Vodafone had subject- 
ed customers to “totally un- 


By Tony Brown 

satisfactory" delays in dealing 
with repairs after being over- 
whelmed by demand. 

There was a threefold in- 
crease in total mobile phone 
sales in the UK in the last 
Quarter of 1998 compared with 
the previous year; with some 25 
million new customers. 

“On Christinas Day alone we 
connected more customers 
than we did in the first four 


months of 1998, and in the last 
quarter gained 933,000 more 
customers,” he said. 

The rush meant subscribers 
were having to wait longer to 
have payment queries an- 
swered, and faced delays of sev- 
eral weeks for ample repairs 
such as. the replacement of 
faulty microchips. 

Vbdafone conformed it was 
recruiting 300 staff for its new 
service centre in Birmin gham 
which is to open in March. 


Oftel the phone regulator; 
said the number of complaints 
it has received had increased 
and it was talking to the “big 
four” operators -Orange, Ybda- 
fone, CeDnet and 0ne20ne - 
about how they can improve. It 
is due to publish its first report 
on the number and nature of 
complaints in eariy summer; 

An Orange spokesman said 
customers were having diffi- 
culties contacting the r ompany 
it regretted the inconvenience. 
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ON 12 OCTOBER this year -give 
or take a week - the human 
population of Earth will reach 
six billion. It has risen by a bil- 
lion in just a dozen years, and 
almost quadrupled during the 
20th century. 

The data was presented at a 
conference yesterday in The 
Hague as delegates from 180 
nations gathered in the Nether* 
lands for the United Nations 
Hague Fbruzo to debate how to 
slow the rising tide of h uman 
numbers which is still threat- 
ening disaster across much of 
the globe. 

Earth has never beoi so de- 
mt^rafAncalfytfivided At one ex- 
treme, wealthy Western nations 
where fertility has been falling 
worry about the strains on their 
economies imposed by a fast 
growing bulge of elderiy, retired 
people. A group of Eastern Eu- 
rop ean nations and Russia hav R 

seen a dramatic decline in birth 
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BY NICHOLAS SCHOON 

rates; if the trend continues 
their populations wm fall fast 
At the other extreme is a 
dutch of developing nations 
which already rejy on food im- 
ports and seem entrapped by a 

cornhmatinn nf poverty and hig h 

population growt h and density. 

Lacking resources, and with 
nearly all their fertile landin use, 
the prospects for places such as 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Egypt 
and Haiti appear bleak. 

Furthermore, an endless 
cycle of wars in developing 
countries is hurting women 
and drowning out the message 

that, family planning hrings so- 
cial benefits, the conference 
was told. 

“It is pointless to talk about 
family - planning issues or re- 
productive health when women 
are in situations of conflict and 
genocide,” said Nana Rawfings, 


the wife of Ghana’s President, 
Jerzy Rawfings. Goals, such as 
universal access to reproductive 
health services fay 2015, were 
meaningless when women had 
to struggle to sugyive, she ar- 
gued in a keynote speech. 

ranh^ Uy tha grrwgfh in human 

numbers is stowing Even so, the 
population will reach 8J) billion 
in 2050, according to the latest 
forecast of the UN Population Di- 
vision. And it will not lewd off 
until around 2200, by which time 
there will be nearify 11 bfflkaipeo- 
ple alive. 

The slowdown is happening 
because women in more and 
more countries are able to have 
fewer children, and are choos- 
ing to do so. There is a web of 
causes -higher standards of liv- 
ing, greater access to contra- 
ception, changing attitudes and 
declining infant mortality which 
gives mothers more reason to 
believe their babies will survive. 
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Nana Rawlings: *Women 
are struggling to survive’ 

But big families and over- 
population stQl stunt hundreds 
of milli ons of fives across the 
world. Hie Hague Forum, 
which brings together 1^00 
delegates from governments. 


charities, campaigning groups 
and academia, is trying to 
reach agreement on what more 
needs to be done. Hilary Clin- 
ton, the wife of the United 
States President, wifi speak 
there today on her way back to 

Washing ton from King HllS- 
sein’s funeral in Jordan. 

“Before the dawn erf the next 
millennium, the six billionth 
h uman inhabitan t of this plan- 
et will be bom," the Dutch 
Health Minis ter, E3s Borst-ED- 
ers, said in an opening speech. 
“The crucial question is to what 
extent that child will be able to 
live a dignified, productive and 
happy life.” 

The forum is part of the fol- 
low up to a huge UN Population 
Conference held in Cairo five 
years ago, and a prelude to a 
larger follow-up conference 

next nxmth which ministers will 

attend An overwhelming ma- 
jority of the world’s nations 


agreed on a 20-year plan of ac- 
tion to spread family planning 
and boost women's health, ed- 
ucation and rights - the keys to 
reducing high fertility rates. 
The aim was for universal ac- 
cess to affordable reproductive 
health services by 2015. 

Since then, there has been 
progress, but many pressure 
groups and delegates from de- 
veloping countries gathering in 
The Hague were complaining 
that most wealthy WCstem na- 
tions had not fulfilled the com- 
mitments they made in Cairo. 

In si gning up to that action 
plan, nations agreed that the 
developing and former Com- 
munist countries should be 
spending $17 1m <G0.7bn) on 
meeting their commitments by 
2000, and $21.7 bn by 2015. 
Wealthy, developed countries 
should meet one-third erf this 
cost in the fiazzz of aid and loans 
on easy terms. 


But according to Popula- 
tion Action International, an in- 
dependent United States-based 
pressure group, the industri- 
alised nations are now con- 
tributing less than half their 
share. Campaigner Sally Ethel- 
ston singled out France and 
Italy for particular criticism. 
The Scandinavian nations and 
the Netherlands had met their 
commitments, while the US, 
Britain. Japan and Germany 
were lagging behind. 

■ The West's official aid for the 
world's poorest countries has 
fallen to the lowest level in a 
decade, new figures revealed 
yesterday. And as a proportion 
of rich countries' income, the 
figures have not been smaller 
since records began nearly 40 
years ago. An Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development report showed 
aid in 1997 was $49.6bn {around 
£3Qbn) against $57.9bn in 1996. 


.f 








- V~v<- 




w.v-*; 




? • • 


Teacher 

jailed 

over 

cruelty 

by Michael Bristoiv 


A LANGUAGE teacher who 
forced a 14-year-old boy to lie 
bare-chested on drawing pins 
after getting his Spanish home- 
work wrong was jailed for six 
weeks yesterday. 

Kevin Hawkins, 40, of Hard- 
wiefce. near Gloucester, also 
forced the pupil t6 walk bare- 
foot across drawing pins. 

Hawkins was given a three- 
month prison sentence, half of 
which was suspended, after 

admitting common assault at 
South Gloucestershire magis- 
trates’ court in Stroud. 

He was told by Yvonne Cant, 
one of the magistrates: “You 
were in a position of trust and 
authority. At your instruction a 
pupil who. at the age of U 
must be considered vulnerable, 
was subjected to a completely 
unprovoked assault." 

Martin SctcheH for the pros- 
ecution, said Hawkins, a 
teacher at a school near Stroud, 
had told the teenager to call at 
his home last November after 
the pupil failed to hand in his 
Spanish homework on time. 

He tested the boy on Span- 
ish verbs and told him to per- 
form a forfeit for each one be 
got wrong. The first was to 
stand on one leg. the second 
was to do five press-ups and the 
third was to walk across draw- 
ing pins scattered on a floor. 

Fbr the next forfeit, Hawkins 
told the boy to remove his top 
and lie bore-chested on the 
pins. The teenager suffered a 
minor puncture wound to his 
chest and reported the matter 
to his school and police. 

Conrad Sheward. for the de- 
fence, said Hawkins had re- 
signed after the incident, 
ending a 17 -year teaching ca- 
reer. “Teaching can be a veiy 
fulfilling occupation, but 
sometimes it can distort the 
development of the teachen” 
said Mb’ Sheward. 

“If you spend most of your 
hours with schoolchildren, 
sometimes you behave like a 
child.” 
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Da rling burbles on and on while backbenchers daydream 


SOCIAL SECURITY questions do 
not normally set the House of Com- 
mons on fire and yesterday after- 
noon was no exception. 

Alistair Darling, the Social Se- 
curity Secretary, burbled on and on 
about Green Papers on pensions 
and Green Papers on fraud. 

Dr lan Gibson ([jab, Norwich 
North) raised “the Great ’Yarmouth 
anomaly" and briefly woke MPs 
from their daydreaming to fathom 
this constitutional question when 
they learned that it was something 
to do with unscrupulous employers 
in East Anglia evading national in- 
surance contributions by making 
wages payments in the form of lun- 


cheon vouchers. Stephen Timms, a 
Social Security minister, seemed to 
be worried about the dangers to the 
catering industry by being too anti- 
luncheon voucher. 

Questions went from bad to 
worse with interminable exchanges 
on the "Single Work Focus Gate- 
way" and the “Benefits Integrity 
Project” which baffled most MPs. 

Ms Oona King (Lab, Bethnal 
Green and Bow) made us jump 
when she asked Social security m 
buster Angela Eagle about “HiLT” 
T hinking this was about hormone 
replacement therapy Nicholas 
Soames (Con, Mid-Sussex) looked 
excited but slumped back with dis- 


appointment when it turned out to 
be about the “Habitual Residence 
Test”. 

Most MPs (and sketch writers) 
could not wait for this grinding te- 
dium to end in the hope of some- 
thing better to coma 

But further disappointment lay 
in store as Paul Boateng, Home Of- 


Goverament office boy to make a 
wordy, worthy but meaningless 
statement on a “National Strategy 
for Carers”. Mr Boateng proceed- 
ed to repeat details already an- 
nounced elsewhere by John 
Prescott, the Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter 


The sketch 



MICHAEL 

BROWN 

Such is the Government's de- 
termination to seek good head- 
lines that it recycles the same 

announcpmAqt in differ ent places 


at different times by different min- 
isters- Last June Tony Blair an- 
nounced plans for a National 
Strategy. Yesterday the “Strategy* 
was published. No doubt laterin the 
year we shall have a consultation 
paper on the “Strategy”. Next year 
toe results of the consultation will 
be announced and the following year 
(probably election year) the “Strat- 
egy" w31 be finally implemented. 

From Mr Boateng there was 
much talk of initiatives, packages, 
objedivesandyet more “strategies" 
ah of which would help carers. 

What practical diffidence will be 
made to the unsung army of carers 
was still open to doubt by the end 


of the afternoon. Mr Boateng re- 
hashed an extra £750 million which 


ago in toe local authority financial 
statement There was an extra 
£140 million but close listening 
showed that this was to be spread 
over three years and amounted to 
no more than £20 million for toe 
forthcoming year 

He appeared irritated when 
PhiBp Hammond (Con, Runqyzaede 
& Weybridge) cast doubt on the 
“gap between the rhetoric and the 
reality". Mr Hammond worked Mr 
Rnate n g mtn m angry lather when 
he told the minister that it was “all 
jam tomorrow, nothing today”. 


The liberal Democrat spokes 
man Paul Burstow (Sutton & 
Cheam) made generally cooing 
noises in favour of the announce- 
ment but suggested, rather effec- 
tively, that the sura total- of toe 

statement was worth no more than 
an extra 15p a week to each carer 
At this Mr Boateng &L seriously up- 
pity “Call me partisan but it would 
have been nice to have just a word 
of appreciation for the £496,000 to 
his local authority.” 

Mr Boateng should be grateful 
to the Liberal Democrats for their 
response, because I suspect that 
most carers will rightly be similar- 
Iv ungrateful. 


Ministers seek 
to head off 
benefits revolt 


ALISTAIR DARLING, the Sec- 
retary of State for Social Secu- 
rity. last night sought to head 
off a backbench revolt over 
cuts in benefits by strongly de- 
fending the reforms which will 
be reinforced by a new Bill. 

Social security ministers 
have been briefing selected 
groups of Labour MPs to avert 
a rebellion when the Govern- 
ment's Welfare Reform Bill is 
published tomorrow to estab- 
lish a “single gateway" for 
claimants to seek work. 

Mr Darling also yesterday re- 
fused to deqy a report in the Sat- 
urday Independent that the 
Chancellor planned to tax child 
benefit for those on the higher 
tax rate of 40 per cent in his Bud- 
get on 9 March, but to soften toe 
blow by raising the benefit 

Leading members of the 
Campaign Group of left-wing 
Labour MPS are ready to op- 
pose toe tax on child benefit, but 
those on the centre-left said last 
night that they would support 
it on toe grounds that it would 
tax the rich to protect the poor. 

The possible tax came under 
fierce attack by Francis Maude, 
toe shadow Chancellor, who 
dismissed the plans as a “tax 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

by Colin Brown and 
Sarah Schaefer 

burden on hard-working fami- 
lies by stealth” 

But Mr Darling insisted toe 
Bill would introduce a new cul- 
ture into toe benefits system. 
“There is no unconditional rigjht 
to benefit We will do something 
to help people but in turn, they 
have got to do something to help 
themselves," he said. 

Earlier, Mr Darting con- 
firmed that ministers were 
looking at the abolition of ben- 
efits for convicted offenders, as 
“a matter of social justice”. 

Iain Duncan Smith, the 
Tory social security spokes- 
man, dismissed the proposals 
as “quite a small move". 

In the Commons, Mr Darling 
announced that Treasury min- 
isters were taking over re- 
sponsibility for national 
insurance contributions (NICs) 
policy from his own depart- 
ment in April The change, com- 
bined with transferring NIC 
administration to the Inland 
Revenue, would provide a bet- 
ter service, help lift burdens on 
business and provide dear ac- 


countability to MPs, he said. 

But Frank Field, the former 
minister for welfare reform, 
said the “fundamental change” 
would practically abolish Mr 
Darling's department. TheMP 
for Birkenhead said; "We are 
talking about half your budget 
and toe polity decisions are 
now going to be determined in 
the Treasury." 

However in the second read- 
ing debate on toe Social Secu- 
rity Contributions (Transfer of 
Functions) Bill, Mr Darling said: 
“Any talk of the end of the DSS 
is premature What we are talk- 
ing about is ensuring that those 
responsible for polity and op- 
erations... should be housed 
under one roof" He said it 
would simplity the distinction be- 
tween polity and operations.” 
■ lam Duncan Smith said toe 
New Deal programme to get 
lone parents back to work had 
been a failure, with a "strike 
rate" of people going back into- 
work of just over 5 per cent, at 
a cost of £15,000 per jab. Reply- 
ing, Angela Eagle, Social Secu- 
rity ministez; said 88,662 letters 
had been soft to lone parents up 
to Decembei; 27.231 joined the 
scheme and 5£81 found jobs. 



Hurd 

joins 

Lords 

review 

ROYAL commission 

By Colin brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

LORD HURD, the former for- 
eign secretary, was last night 
named as the second forma- 
minister to serve on the Royal 
Commission on Lords Reform 
in a move to silence the Tory 
critics. 

Lord Hurd's presence on 
the Co mmis sion alongside the 
chairman, Lord Wake ham, the 
former chief whip In the 
Thatcher government, will 
malm it diffi cult for the Con- 
servative leadership to criticise 
the final report for party polit- 
ical bias. 

Labour MPs were surprised 
by toe inclusion in the list of Bill 
Morris, the general secretary of 
the Transport and General 
Workers Union, busy with man- 
agement changes at the Rover 
Longbridge plant Lady Dean 
and Gerald Kaufman, the 
sharp-tongued chairman of toe 
Commons select committee on 
Culture, Media and Sport are 
the other key Labour appoint- 
ments, made by Tony Blair. 

Their task will be to recom- 
mend longterm changes to the 
Lords in a report to toe Gov- 
ernment before the end of the 
yean The issues will include 
whether or not the Lords 
should be directly elected. 


Send a Valentine message to your 
loved one and you could 

WIN a weekend for 
two at Grayshott Hall 
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**5 'In the Spring a young man's fancy lightly turns to thoughts of love', wrote Alfred. 
Lord Tennyson, and once again this year The Independent will be publishing your 
romantic, mysterious, funny and just plain daft messages to your loved one (and of 
course you don't have to be young or a man to indulge). In time for Valentine's Day 
we win send on your behalf an anonymous card telling the recipient to look for 
his/her personal message in The Independent on Sunday. 


: of the best and most origin. 

mlous weekeni 


i published will 

win a ranuious weekend for two at 

Grayshott Hall Health Fitness Retreat in Surrey - the fojmer 
couptry home of Tennyson - and toe runner-up will Win H 

midweek two-night stay for two. 

So just compose your message, follow the instructions below - and 
then you can start dreaming of two days unwinding with your loved 
one in beautiful, relaxing surroundings, revitalising your bodies with rejuvenating hy- 
drotherapy, swimming together in toe heated indoor pool, getting back into trim in 
toe gym, enjoying natural therapies.. .and. of course, de&dous and healthy food! 
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Cook to stand by officials 
in row over Sierra Leone 


ROBIN COOK will stand by his 
senior officials today as they 
came under fierce criticism in 
an official report on toe arms to 
Sierra Leone affair. 

The Fbreign Secretary will 
decide after seeing the report 
whether a personal statement 
in defence trf his permanent 
secretary, Sir John Kern is 
necessary officials said. 

A British firm of mercenar- 
ies, Sandline International, 
shipped arms to the exiled gov- 
ernment of Ahmed Tejan Kab- 
bah in breach of a UN embargo 
but escaped prosecution. They 
claimed Fbreign Office o fficial s 
knew of their activities. 


Questions 

and 

answers 

People taking 
shorter breaks 

SHORT BREAKS 
accounted for 53 per cent 
of holidays taken within 
the United Kingdom in 
1997 and have increased 
by 18 per cent since 
1994, Janet Anderson, the 
minister for tourism, 
said. 

Jail shake-up 

THE MEDICAL service at 
Holloway women’s 
prison, in north London, 
is undergoing a 
shake-up after an 
internal inquiry found 
"serious shortcomings", 
said George Howarth, 
toe Home Office 
minister. 

Organic Dome 

visitors to toe 
Millennium Dome in 
Greenwich will be able to 
purchase food free of 
genetically modified 
products, said Janet 
Anderson, toe minister 
for tourism. 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

By Fran Abrams 
Westminster Correspondent 

An aide to Mr Cook said he 
discussed the issue with Sr 
John yesterday at a regular 
meeting. On toe basis of leaks 
about the repot he felt it would 
be wrong for officials to be sub- 
jected to new criticism. "This in- 
quiry does not appear to have 
uncovered new facts which 
would change the central find- 
ings ofLegg. There was no con- 
nivance, no cover-up. That’s 
why he feels it would be unfair 
to officials to put them through 
the wringer again." 


Sir John will receive the 
most severe criticism in toe re- 
port from toe Commons Fbr- 
eign Affairs Select Committee. 
Members were angered by his 
refusal to answer their ques- 
tions while another inquiry, fay 
Sir Thomas Legg, was contin- 
uing. The MF^ also became em- 
broiled in a dispute with the 
Fbreign Office last summer 
over access to telegrams sent 
by British officials who fled 
Sierra Leone in May 1997 after 
a coup. The committee’s inquiry 
was refused permission to in- 
terview the head of MI6, Sir 
David Spedding, and faced Fbr- 
eign Office resistance over ac- 


Hague rejects 
green tax plans 


WILLIAM HAGUE today will 
come down a gains t the Chan- 
cellor's plans for piling higher 
taxes on motorists as part of a 
green strategy for reducing 
pollution and getting mare peo- 
ple on public transport 

The Conservative leader will 
warn against increasing the 
taxes on firms, which risk los- 
ing jobs by raising taxes on 
company cars. 

As Gordon Brown prepares 
to increase toe taxes on mo- 
torists in his Budget on 
9 March, Mr Hague will call for 
environmental measures in- 
cluding tax breaks to be intro- 
duced as part of a low taxation 


ENVIRONMENT 


By Colin Brown 


The Chancellor is expected 
to announce a change in the 
way be taxes company cars 
from toe cost of toe vehicle to 
penalising large cars with pom- 
fuel efficiency. He has already 
announced his intention of 
cha r gin g owners of small en- 
gined cars £50 less than the £L50 
cartas. 

Mr Hague will tell a business 
environment awards ceremo- 
ny: “There is a fundamental 
problem with green taxes. 
They are not what business- 
men call ‘win-win’. For if you 


just impose more and more 
green taxes, you put up costs, 
make Britain less competitive 
and destroy people’s jobs and 
livelihoods. 

“This is not what my party, 

or any 'positive blue-green 
agenda, should be about. I sup- 
port the principle that the tax- 
ation system can be used to 
achieve environmental objec- 
tives, but my party and I do not 

and will not support environ- 
mental taxes if they are mere- 
ly used as an excuse to raise the 

level of taxation overall.” 

Mr Hague is positioning the 

Tbry Party to reap the votes of 
motorists and as the “mo- 
torists’ friend", but it could 
come unstuck if the Govern- 
ment's wider environmental, 
agenda proves popular Some 
senior ministers believe that 
the public wm be prepared to 
p^yhi^ertaxesiftheyareooit 
vinced it is in a good cause, such 
as taking traffic off roaids. 

Mr Hague wfll argue: “We 
should only use taxation to 
achieve environmental objec- 
tives as part and parcel of a low 
tax regime." 


cess to official dispatches. Sir 
David gave evidence instead to 
the intelligence committee, 
which meets in private. 

The committee's report wifi 
be far more hard-hitting than 
the inquiry by Sir Thomas, 
which reported in July. Sir John 
will be held largety responsible 
for failings in his department, 
though some other nffipiala, in- 
cluding Britain’s High Com- 
missioner to Sierra Leone, 
Peter Penfold, will be treated 
more gently. Although he 
lunched with Sandline repre- 
sentatives, the committee felt 
he was not given enough sup- 
port after the coup. 


The House 



Patients could 
be in danger 

PATIENTS COULD be put 
in danger because there is 
no legal requirement for 
doctors to be able to speak 
E n g l is h , Lord Astor of 
Hevei; a Tbry peer 
claimed. 

MEP*s apology 

TOM SPENCER, the 
disgraced Conservative 
MEP, spoke of his 
“extraor dinar y 
foolishness" in a personal 
statement to the European 
Parliament 

Business today 
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Questions on the 


and the R 

? _ 


accommc 



ir. 


1 5U 




ydr 


iv 

sjt”* 1 »* r._ 

t ^■=K' ■-'■ • ..- 
*i >• -k :: . 

•W v..f-,'.'i 


TV-.V* . .. 

IViiV.'t v .j, 

■yv: ?. -?.*• 


'earn 




Hurd 
joins 
Lords 
review f 

*® VAL c 5>MMisapn ■ 



M 


•iali 


rra I <oont 


. • - 
• r • ■• i" 

,»yr- .w.i •• 


plans 




I??* *•' 



THE INDEPENDENT 

“^day 9 February 19W 


HOME NEWS/9 


Thousands of 
young carers 
to get help 


Lip TO 50.000 schoolchildren 
® a y 1°°^ after elderly, sick or 
™sabled members of their fem- 
ilies vet many receive no sup- 
port, the Government arfmfttpd 
yesterday. Announcing the first 
Strategy to help Britain’s esti- 
mated six million carers, the 
Government said young carers 
were potentially among "the 
most disadvantaged” 

But the previous lack of 
action meant the scale of the 
problem was unknown. A new 
question in the national fungu s 
in 2001 will be used to establish 
exactly how many children and 
adults are affected. In a joint 
statement by government min- 
isters yesterday Paul Boateng, 
Margaret Hodge. Hilary Arm- 
strong and John Hutton 
promised to achieve a change 
in society so that the needs of 
people looking after elderly or 
disabled relatives were ad- 
dressed 

More than 850,000 people 
are estimated to provide care 
for more than 50 hours a week 
and three-fifths receive no reg- 
ular visitor-support services. 
Existing services were “pat- 
chy”, the Government admit- 
ted. The Prime Minister; in a 
foreword to the new strategy 
document Caring About Car- 
ers , wrote of his own experi- 
ence. “When I was a boy, I 


By Louise Jury 

watched my own mother care 
for my father after he bad a 
stroke. Like her; there are now 
many people -daughters, sons, 
parents, relatives, friends and 
neighbours - who give help 
and support in many, many 
ways to those they’re caring 
tor," Mr Blair said 

Many schoolchildren have to 
shoulder the responsibility of 
caring for a relative single- 
handedly. Kathy BeQ, 19, looked 
after her wheelchair-bound 
mother until she feft home to go 
to university. Although her 
mother; Ritva, tried to give her 
a normal life, being a carer 
affected her school work, her 
emo tional health and her social 
life, Ms Bell said at the launch 
of the Government’s national 
strategy for carers at Downing 
Street yesterday. 

“It was an emotional strain 
more than any thin g J did the 
shopping, fetching and carry- 
ing, but I always felt very guilty 
for wishing mum would get 
better It was just the lack of 
having a parent around the 
house and company in the 
evening that was hard She 
tried to give me as normal a 
childhood as possible.” 

Ms Bell cared for her 
divorced mother who was in 


her early 50s, until she left her 
home in Cranleigh, Surrey, to 
stud? drama -and English 

Then she was forced, reluc- 
tantly to leave her mother in the 
care of social sendees. She still 
telephones her daily, however 
and visits her every week and 
during the holidays. 

Among the measures 
announced by the Government 
yesterday were £i40m to pro- 
vide respite care. Mr Boateng. 
who launched the inquiry into 
carers last June, said the aim 
was to provide relief for a few 
hours a week and also for 
longer periods of respite care. 

He called for more carer- 
friendly employment mea- 
sures, similar to those already 
introduced for working xnotbers 
and announced proposals for 
“personal advisers” to help 
carers keep in touch with the 

jobs market and return to work 
once they have finished caring. 

There is also a long-term 
commitment to make amends 
for loss of pensions contribu- 
tions by adding up to £50 a 
week, in today's terms, to car- 
ers’ pensions by 2050. 

Margaret Hodge said that 
although young carers would 
benefit from some of these 
measures, they also bad par- 
ticular needs. 

Many suffered problems at 




John Prescott, the Deputy Prime Minister, with Kathy Bell, one of the carers who visited Downing Street for yesterday's launch 


school with completing home- 
work and lack of time for play 
or sport activities. 

They also feared that if they 
highlighted their problems they 
would be taken into care them- 
selves and needed to be reas- 
sured that thqy could and 
shookl ask for help. 

Ms Hodge said the Govern- 
ment wanted to provide greater 


support and. with the help of 
tearftfr s and (TP*:, iripntrfy thrx^> 

not currently receiving it. David 
Buliec of the Princess RcyalThist 
for Carers, said the strategy pro- 
vided a good basts for action. “But 
the real test win be whether it is 
imptenented at local leveL” 
Fran erne Bates, of the Car- 
ers’ National Association, wel- 
comed the strategy. “This is the 


first time we have had a com- 
mitment by the Government to 
funding and services,” she said. 
The association was concerned 
as to whether the money would 
be enough and how consis- 
tently the services would be de- 
livered and monitored, but the 
principles were sound. 

Margaret Coombs, of the 
Oxfordshire Community Care 


Action Group, which lobbied 
Parliament yesterday over £4m 
of cuts to the Oxfordshire social 
services budget, said the 
financial problems councils 
were facing across the country 
made a “nonsense" of the 
carers' strategy. 

Ms Bell said she hoped that 
others would get the support 
she had not received. In par- 


ticular, she noted the idea of 
mentors or adults forming a 
link between school and home 
to give young carers someone 
to talk to. “This strategy is al- 
most 12 years too late for me. 
but I hope it helps otheryoung 
people caring for disabled par- 
ents.” Ms Bell said 

Leading article. 
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Blair’s caring, sharing family comes to aid of the party 


by Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 

TONY BLAIR backed the new 
carers strategy yesterday with 
a highly personal account of his 
own family's experience of sup- 
port for an elderly relative. 

Before he flew to Jordan for 
King Hussein's funeral, the 
Prime Minister told BBC Radio 
4’s Today programme that his 
late mother. Hazel had spent 
years as a carer for bis grand- 
mother. Sally Corscaden. 

“My mother looked after her 
motherwhen she developed se- 
nile dementia and all the rest 
of it," Mr Blair revealed. 

“We never thought of our- 
selves as carers. My mother 
would have been quite sur- 
prised at being given that title. 
Most people in that position feel 



Tony Blair with his parents. Hazel and Leo. His 
mother spent years canng for his grandmother 

the same way about it,” he he had realised “there are mil- 
said. It was only in later life, Hons of people out there who 
when he started considering are carers, who have huge 
the matter in policy toms, that problems as a result". 


Fbr a man who jealously 
guards the privacy of his fam- 
ily a stance that led him to re- 
port a newspaper to the Press 
Complaints Commission over a 
report about his daughter 
Kathryn’s schooling, Mr Blair's 
remarks may come as a sur- 
prise. However; his comments 
about his mother are just the 
latest example of prime minis- 
terial candour about die impact 
on his political thinking of his 
family background. 

In his crucial Labour Party 
conference speech before the 
general election he departed 
from his script to relate how his 
father Leo’s stroke had forced 
him to abandon his own politi- 
cal career. 

With Mr Blair senior sitting 
in the front row with other 
members of the family, the 


Labour leader moved his au- 
dience almost to tears with a 
description of how his charac- 
ter had been shaped by the ill- 
ness that forced his father; a 
barrister; to abandon hopes of 
becoming a Tbry ME 

“One morning I woke to be 
told that he had had a stroke in 
.the middle of the night and 
might not live through the day, 
and my whole world fell apart,” 
he said. 

The Prime Minister used 


his experience again last year 
when he launched a campaign 
by the Stroke Association for a 
better deal for sufferers. He was 
10 when his father had his 
stroke at the age of 40. “Stroke 
often receives far too little at- 
tention when compared to the 
other tug killer Alnesses,” he 
said. “I know from personal ex- 
perience it is an enormous 
problem, which has a profound 
effect on people’s lives.” 

In March 1997, Mr Blair re- 


vealed that an aunt of his wife 
Cherie had died from breast 
cancer, as he announced 
Labour’s pledge that no woman 
would have to wait more than 
a fortni gh t for surgery to tack- 
le the disease. 

“I know how it can hit a fam- 
ily terribly” he said. “I want to 
ensure that the NHS will pro- 
vide the best quality and most 
appropriate care in these cir- 
cumstances.” 

In February 1998, Mr Blair 


gave his crucial backing to the 
Millennium Dome with an an- 
nouncement that its contents 
would have to pass the “Euan 
test" and satisfy his 13-yearold 
son. Dismissing the “cynics 
and snipers", he said: “I want 
today's children to take from it 
an experience so powerful and 
memories so strong that it 
gives them that abiding sense 
of purpose and unity that stays 
with them through the rest of 
their lives." 


Air-rage trial told of insults 
by two drunken policemen 



IT IS not only the quantity of al- 
cohol but also the quality of in- 
flight movie that can trigger au- 
ra ge. it seems. TXvo policemen 
on board a transatlantic flight 
appeared in court yesterday ac- 
cused oF intimidating and ver- 
bally abusing fellow passengers 
after consuming copious 
amounts of gin and whisky - 
and watching a screening of 
The FuU Monty. 

Inspector Gareth Perrett, 
49. and his son, Constable 
Richard Perrett, 26, who both 
serve with the West Yorkshire 
force, referred to two elderly 
widows as “dykes” and mocked 
them for not watching the 
British hit film about male strip- 
pers, it was alleged yesterday. 

One of their alleged victims, 
Helen Bartlett 78, of Newcas- 
tle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire, 
told Manchester Crown Court 


By Clare Garner 

“They called us ‘dykes’ and 
that upset me greatly because 
my husband had not been dead 
very long ... When the film 
came on I was not interested in 
it because it was The FuU 
Monty, but they were laughing 
uproariously about the film and 
they started to get personal. 

“They started to say, ‘Why 
aren’t these watching in front?’ 
and ‘Why aren’t they having a 
drink?’ Wfe were immediately in 
front of them. One of the men 
had their feet across the aisles 
and women had step over him. 
One of the men remarked: 1 
wouldn’t mind getting her be- 
tween my loins’.” 

Ian Metcalfe, for the prose- 
cution, said of the defendants: 
“It may be that their behaviour 
was not assisted fay the choice 


of in-flight movie ... Behaviour 
that may be just boorish can be- 
come distressing and even 
threatening for persons who 
have no choice but to be in dose 
prarimily for a considerable pe- 
riod of time.” 

Insp Perrett and his son 
were arrested in February last 
year; with their friend Peter 
Beck, 55, a publican, shortly 
after the Britannia Airways 
Boeing 767 touched down at 
Manchester airport 'Hie three 
men, from Halifax, West York- 
shire, had been on a golfing hol- 
iday m Florida. %sterday they 
pleaded not guilty to drunken- 
ness on an aircraft 

Mr Metcalfe said the drinks 
served on the flight were not 
the defendants’ “only source of 
liquor”. “One passenger saw 
Richard Perrett in possession 
of a litre bottle of gin he was 


handing out amongst his group.” 
As the seven-anda-half hour 
flight went on, the three defen- 
dants’ behaviour deterioratecL 
“Tfcey became more noisy and 
rowdy and their behaviour be- 


mr\ Valentine's Day, 

(!■ ■ 

who really wants 
to pull the petals 



wards other passengers who 
complained," Mr MptcwHp said. 

The second complainant, 71- 
year old Betty Bailey, of Wake- 
field, West Yorkshire, told the 
court the defendants had start- 
ed drinking before the aircraft 
took off. “They were bragg in g 
and showing off ... I think they 
were all trying to intimidate us.” 

The two women were even- 
tually given new seats. The 
three men, who refused to sur- 
render their passports when 
asked to do so by a stewardess, 
only quietened down after the 
pilot had spoken to them. 

The trial continues. 


off a daisy 


to find out 


if they're lotted. 


Council staff claim equal pay 


! 
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BRITAIN’S BIGGEST union 
yesterday launched a cam- 
paign for equal pay on behalf 
of up to a milli on women who 
work for local authorities. It 
could cost the Government 
hundreds of millions of 
pounds! 

Unison, the public service 
union, warned that while it 
wanted to close the “massive 
gulf” in pay by negotiation, it 
would also resort to court 

action. . . 

After years of campai gni ng, 
employees’ representatives 
said yesterday that women 
were prepared to be patient, 
“but they can’t wait for ever . 


By Barrie Clement 
L abour Editor 

A leading lawyer working 
for the union calculated that 
the practice of paying bonus- 
es to employees in male- 
dominated occupations, but 
not to those where women 
were in the majority could cost 
local authorities up to a billion 
pounds. The union believes 
that some authorities could be 
driven into bankruptcy if they 
adopted the payment but they 
argued that the total figure 
could be kept down through 
negotiation. 

The union has recently 


backed four cases on behalf of 
school-meals workers and 
nursery nurses, which cost 
local authorities more than 
£20m in compensation and 
back pay. There are half a 
dozen more cases in the 
pipeline and the union says 
there will be others unless 
ministers devote substantial 
funds to deal with the problem. 

Heather Wakefield, Unison 
rational offices; said: “We want 
the Government to recognise 
that inequality in pay is a very 
serious problem. Money needs 
to be made available to local 
authorities to rectify the 
anomaly. We would prefer to 


negotiate, but the Government 
and local authorities should 
be in no doubt that ultimately 
we will take court action." 

Local government is the 
single biggest employer of 
women in Britain - of the i.4 
million employees, nearly one 
mil linn are female. Among the 
groups involved in the drive for 
equality are home-care work- 
ers, secretaries, typists, 
clerks, school-meals workers, 
nursery nurses, cleaning staff 
and care assistants. The union 
estimates that women in local 
authorities earn only 78 per 
cent of the amount paid to 
male colleagues. 
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Jo rdania n boy holds a portrait of King Hussein as the monarch's coffin is carried through Amman Cor burial yesterday 


AS THE solemn procession of 
world leaders wafted past the 
body of King Hussenyestoday 
many must have remembered 
rimHariwy 

emony 60 mSes away across the 

Jordan river in Jerusalem just 

over three years ago. 

It is an ominous precedent 
In 1995, it was King Hussein 
himself who was among the 
leading mourners to stand by 
the rerffin of Yitzhak Rabin, the 
assassinated Israetiprime min- 
ister Yesterday it was his turn 
to receive the same tributes to 
a “visionary and peace-maker’’. 

One Jordanian said ner- 
vously that he hoped King Hus- 
sein’s political legacy would 
last longer than Mr Rabin’s. 
Sir months after the latter’s 
Fatih Saribas death, Israelis chose Benjamin 


BY PATRICK COCKBURN 
in Amman 
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Netanyahu - a man Ur Rabin 
detested - to be premia 1 and 
etededapar&ameot opposed to 
peace terms with the Palestin- 
ians that Mr Rabin had signed. 

People in Jordan were flat- 
tered by the sight of President 
Bill Clinton and three former 
Umted States leaders at their 
king's fimeral,alang with Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin of Russia 
and a host of world figures. 

to the longer term, however; 
Jordanians have an acute 
sense of the vulnerability of 
their country. While camera s 
zoomed in on weeping mourn- 
ers, the real mood is of anxiety 
about the future as much as 
grief for the dead monarch. 

Jordanians understand that 
Sing Hussein never had much 
room to manoeuvre. He ruled 
a small country surrounded by 
more powerful neighbours. 
When ashed once why he had 
grown a beard, he replied: “I 
grew it because it’s one of the 
few decisions I can take with- 
out having to ask somebody 
else if IPs OK to go ahead.” 
His ceaseless diplomatic ac- 
tivity stemmed from this posi- 
tioned weakness. He needed to 
insert himself into every prob- 
lem in file Middle East win for 
Jordan an influence it could not 
command through its own 

■itrwigti, and pr w y nt his cnim- 

try becoming the victim of 
events it could not control 
His dilemma was the same 
as that of Yhsser Arafat, al- 
though the king escaped the 
Palestinian leader's reputation 
for untrustworthiness. Neither 
had mapy political cards in his 
hand. Both balanced uneasily 
between the needs of their own 
people and the demands of 
outside powers. Both switched 
alliances repeatedly. They cul- 
tivated the US, but tried to 
avoid becoming its pawn. Nei- 
ther was entirely successful 
The King soughtto hold the 
line between Arab nationalism 
and the nee d to con ciliate Is rael 
and keep the US friendly. It was 
ultimately a defensive paficy He 
needed to ensure that Jordan 
wasnotcutoutoflsraeh-Pales- 
tinian negotiations, but not to 
the point where Palestinians 
thought he was presenting him- 
self as their sole leader. 

His ambivalent policies were 
not only the result of the ever- 
present threats feeing Jordan 
from Israel Iraq, Syria and 
Saudi Arabia. About 60 per cent 
of its population is of Palestin- 
ian origin. Some years ago, an 
academic survey found that 
Palest inians resented the feet 
that citizens of Jordanian stock 
controlled most government 
jobs and all sensitive militaiy 
and security posts. They felt 
under-represented and dis- 
criminated against 
Jordanians, meanwhile, re- 


sent Palestinian control ofbusi- 

ness. Tliey fear a further influx 
of Palestinian refugees, follow- 
ing the 350,000 expelled from 
Kuwait who came to Jordan in 
1991. They see Palestinians 
with Jordanian citizenship as 
ungrateftil and having dual loy- 
alty to Jordan and the Pales- 
tinian leadership. 

In Jordan, every change in 
its co mplicate d relations with 
its neighbours has the potential 
to create a crisis between its 
two raafa population groups. 

There is a further problem. 

« . -A. J 


that Kmg Hussein was much 
loved by his people This is true. 
But the commentators forbore 
to mention that his popularity 
was at its peak in 1991 when he 
maintained a friendly neutral- 
ity towards President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq during the Gulf 
Yfar Ofifcial pofiiy aiKl the pop- 
ular mood were for once at one. 

It could not last Jordan was 
rfipinmfltirally isolated. The US 
president) George Bush, would 
not even see King Hussei n . 
James Baker, the then secre- 
tary of state, told the monarch: 
“It’s a tough row to hoe to re- 
pair Jordan’s relationship with 
tiie United States.’ 1 

In fact it was repaired more 
qiriHriy than h e thought The US 

needed Jordan to deal with Is- 
rael and the Palestinians. King 
Hussein signed a peace treaty 
with Israel in 1991 A year later 
he broke definitively with Sad- 
dam. He felt, rightly, that he had 
no choice. But neither move 
was popular at home. The 
treaty with Israel was com- 
monly called “the King’s peace" 
and was seen as an Arab defeat 

An anti-Iraqi and pro-Israeli 
policy abroad meant less tol- 
erance of dissent at home In 
1989, the King had granted 
greater freedom of expression 
and more democracy. From 
the mid-1990s, these policies 
went into reverse. In the past 
two years, a stringent press law 
and government ownership of 
part of the media have result- 
ed in many Jordanians turning 
again to foreign broadcasts for 
ftpjr info rmation. 

King Hussein could get away 
with veering between democ- 
racy and repression - mild 
though it was by regional stan- 
dards - because Jordanians 
believed at heart that he knew 
what he was about He was per- 
sonalty moderate and skilful at 
conciliating enemies. It is by no 
means dear that his son, King 
Abdullah, wfll have such leeway 
to conduct such an unpopular 
foreign policy. 

Jordan sees itself as sur- 
rounded by vultures, with those 
from Israel and Iraq considered 
toe most predatory. Yesterday, 
these powerful neighbours 
were on their best behaviour 
But both are quick to sense po- 
litical weakness and equally 
merciless in exploiting it 


US moves to 
protect key ally 


By Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 


THOUGH THE United States 
had known Kmg Hussein’s days 
were numbered, it responded to 
his death with grief and some 
conoem. Jordan has been a key 
player in the US-sponsored 
Middle East peace process; it 
has been a key regional alfy; and 
any instability will enriang pr Is- 
rael America’s firmest ally in 
the AQddle East 

When President Bill Clinton 
brought King Hussein to the 
Wye Plantation in Maryland 
for peace talks last year there 
was admiration for him and a 
belief he could apply moral 
pressure. 

YfesterdayMrCGntonwasto 
meet King Abdullah, his suc- 
cessor; in an attempt to main- 
tain continuity and strike a 
similar relationship. 

But there was no doubt in 
Washington that, whatever his 
strengths, the new king would 
not be aWe to play the same role 
as his father in the talks. 

King Hussein’s personal 
commitment, his history of 
e n gage m ent an both sides of 
the conflict and his personal re- 
lationships with some of the 
key figures on the Israeli and 
Palestinian sides will not be 
matched. 

At the weekend, the 'White 
House issued an unusual state- 
ment saying “the United States 


Berger. Hands-off wa rning 


stands by Jordan and is deter- 
mined to do afl that it can to 
support and strengthen it” It 
promised to speed up aid to 
Amman, and asked Congress to 

release part of a $300m C£i87m) 


cany. 

But the White House words 
also contained an implicit offer 
erf militaiy support Jordan is 
surrounded by potentially hos- 
tile neighbours - IsraeL Syria 
and Iraq. 

Sandy Berger, the Presi- 
dent's National Security Ad- 
vise; has also made comments 

designed to head off any re- 
ponalthrealsayingthatanyat- 

tempt to interfere in Jordan 
W 0Ulc * be a “grave mistake” 
Howeven when Jordan was 
threatened in 1970 by Syrian 
tonks, toe US suggested using 
feraeh aircraft rather thanS 

own to deter them. 
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candal of Aids transfusions 
uts ex-ministers in the dock 


?k John Lichfield 
is Pais 

Steve Connor 
S o erne Editor 


TOE S3ANDAL overwho was to 

blamt for supplying HIV. 
contamnated blood in the 
Agates reopens today in a 
tnal ftat could rock the French 
political system and wiB have 
pave implications for a Cam- 
bridge University professor. 

Thj former Socialist prime 
“““ter Laurent Fbbius and 
two or'his ministers appear be- 
fore a special court in Paris, 
charged with manslaughter: 
They are accused of bowing to 
crammerciai pressure to permit 
HIV-infected blood to remain in 
use in the French h ea lth ser- 
vice for five months after the 
danger to patients was estab- 
lished in 1985. 

The trial is being watched 
closely by Jean-Pierre Allain, 
who is professor of transfu- 
sion medicine at Cambridge 
and a former honorary director 
of the local blood transfusion 
service. He has been called as 
a witness due to his role - and 
earlier conviction - for supply- 
ing HIV-contaminated blood 
products to French haemophil- 
iacs. 

Professor All ain, former 
head of research for the French 
blood transfusion service, may 
exercise his right not to appear 
at the trial on grounds he feces 
the possibility of a further case 
to answer the more serious al- 
legations of poisoning patients. 

Professor Aflain, 56. served a 
two-year sentence for the less- 
er charge of -fraudulent de- 
scription of goods”, a le gal nicety 
used to describe how he know- 
ingly supplied untreated blood 
products to haemophiliacs. 

The latest trial involves two 
ex-ministers, both retired from 
politics, accused of allowing 
the transfusion service to use 
old stock for haemophiliacs, 
even though it was known they 
could be contaminated with 
HTV As a direct result, it is al- 
leged, seven people were in- 
fected unnecessarily with the 
Aids virus. Five have died. 
These are sample charges. It is 
estimated 350 people in France 
were unnecessarily infected 
with HTV after the first clear 
warnings. 

The trial will be the first for 
half a century in which former 
ministe rs are brought to book 
for political decisions in office. 

It will be the first to be heard 
by the new Cour de Justice de 
la Rgpublique, in which erring 
ministers are tried by judges 
and fellow politicians. 

If convicted, the ex-ministers 
face up to five years' jafl. Crit- 



Allain: Guilty at earlier 
trial and facing new case 

ics say the trial is another ex- 
ample of how for the country 
has lurched from a rfimate of 

imm unit y for pn Ktirians tn pp. 

tentiaflyeqaalfy undemo cr atic 

era of “government by judges”. 
The blood saga, which caused 
profound revulsion against the 
political es tablishment, is one 
reason for the change. 

The controversy has alr ead y 
produced two criminal trials of 
officials and doctors, four of 
whom were sentenced to jafl for 
providing c ontaminated gn nHg 
including Professor Allain. 

In another development, an 
investigating magistrate is ex- 
pected this week to recom- 
mend that a. charge of 
“poisoning” should be brought 
against Professor Allain and 16 
other officials and doctors. 

He has been supported by 
senior colleagues, inclu ding 
Robin CarreD, who, as head of 
Cambridge's haematology de- 
partment, was responsible for 
recommending his appoint- 
ment Professor Allain received 
his foil professorial salary of 
£37,000 while in jail, which was 
initially paid out of NHS funds 
via the now-defunct East An- 
glian Regional Blood TYansfe- 
sion Service, and then by ex 
gratia university payments. 

The transfusion service, 
aware of the potential embar- 
rassment of employing a senior 
scientist who was a convicted 
criminal, set up in 1985 an “in- 
dependent" inquiry, led by 
Baroness TOmock, into Pro- 
fessor Allain’s actions. 

The inquiry which met three 
times and interviewed one wit- 
ness other than Professor Al- 
lain, concluded there was no 
reason to believe he was unfit 
to hold office “and that the 
public may be assured of his 
co mmitme nt to good practice” 

Since his release from 
prison) the transfusion service 
has refesed to allow Professor 
Aflain direct access to patients. 
“He is now employed by the uni- 
versity. He no longer is hon- 



The former French prime minister Laurent Fhbius, who with two ex-ministers goes on trial today over the HIV-blood scandal 


onuy director of the transfiision 
service,” a spokeswoman said 
yesterday. 

It appears one of his next ap- 
pointments could be as a wit- 
ness in the trial of Mr Fhbrus 
and the others. 

MrFhbiuswas the youngest 
prime minister in French his- 
tory when appointed by the late 
President Francois Mitterrand 
in 1984 at the age crf38.lt is al- 
leged that he agreed or failed 
to prevent a deliberate delay in 
the systematic HIV testing of 
blood owned by the French 
health system from March to 
August 1965. 

Professor Allain said he in- 
formed his superiors of the 
risk from contaminated blood 
products in January 1985 but 
that his warnings were ignored. 
France had yet to introduce 
heat-treated blood products, 
which could eliminate the risk 
of HIV infection, and an Aids 
blood test to check donors. 

An American company Ab- 
bott, was alreadymarketingan 


HIV test but the French gov- 
ernment came under intense 
lobbying pressure to refuse the 
American product and allow 
time for aFrench company. Dir 
agnostics Pastern; to develop a 
rival test 

The' commercial implica- 
tions, for sales of the test not 
just in France but throughout 
the world, are said to have been 
enormous. 

hi a statement to the Na- 
tional Assembly on 19 June 
1985, Mr Fabius announced 
that all blood samples would be 
screened immediately. 

It is alleged that the dangers 
were known from March and 
that the tests were not actual- 
ly applied until August It is al- 
. leged that Mr Ffcbius either 
condoned this delay or that he 
was negligent in foiling to pre- 
vent it The former prime min- 
ister; now president (speaker) 
of the National Assembly, says 
it was impossible for him to 
keep abreast of this level of ad- 
ministrative detail 


The two former ministers, 
Georgina Dufoix, who was so- 
cial affair s minister at the tirne, 
and Edmond HervG, junior 
health ministe r; are also ac- 
cused of connivingat or fail jpg 
in their duty to prevent this 
delay They are also accused of 
having ultimate responsibility 
for the decisions of the blood 
transfiision service - the Cen- 
tre National de Transfusion 
Sanguine (CNTS) - to use up 
expensive but HIV-contami- 
nated stocks of blood products 
for haemophiliacs. 

It was this policy for which 
Professor Allain, then deputy 


head of the CNTS, was con- 
victed and jailed. 

Today’s trial will take place, 
controversially, not in a court 
room nor even in parliament 
but in a conference room just 
offtheEtofle normally used for 
large diplomatic gatherings. 
The three accused will be 
judged by 12 MPs- seven from 
the centre-right and five from 
the left - and three judges. 
Families of the victims wfll give 
evidence but they are, other- 
wise, not allowed to take part 
in the proceedings or to appoint 
lawyers to defend their inter- 
ests in court 


Fbr all these reasons the vic- 
tims' families have dismissed 
the proceedings in advance as 
a whitewash. The three defen- 
dants, supported by senior 
politicians and commentators 
on both sides of the political di- 
vide, have criticised the trialas 
a dangerous invasion of politics 
by the judiciary. Any political 
failin gs, they say, should be 
judged by the electorate^ not a 
part-political, part-judicial 
court Ms Dufoix has admitted 
political negligence but, in a 
celebrated phrase, says she 
regards herself as “responsible 
but not guilty”. 


Farmers 

ransack 

Paris 

ministry 

BY JOHN LICHFIELD 


SCORES OF formers smashed 
up the office of the French en- 
vironment minister yesterday, 
throwing furniture and docu- 
ments into the street and 
roughing up police and officials 
in (he worst political violence 
seen in Paris for several years. 

Another agricultural mob 
attacked the elite civil service 
college, the Ecole National? 
d’Administration tENAt. 
spreading manure and Dour 
and hurling paving stones at the 
police. More than 200 formers 
were arrested Police said 15 
would be kept in cells overnight 
and probably charged 

The demonstrators were 
protesting against planned cuts 
in guaranteed EU farm prices 
and against plans by the Envi- 
ronment Minister, Dominique 
\bynet, to tax agricultural pes- 
ticides and weed killers. Ms 
Voynet, leader of the French 
green party, is a hate figure in 
rural France because of her 
drive to implement El- wide 
rules on the shooting of mi- 
gratory birds. 

She was away at the time but 
her office was laid waste and 
members of her staff were 
physically assaulted and 
abused. The French Prime 
Minister, Lionel Jospin, issued 
a statement last night con- 
demning “this violence with 
the greatest passible firmness". 
He said the ringleaders would 
be prosecuted and called on 
form unions, due to meet him 
today, to disassociate them- 
selves from “such agitation". 

The national leaderships of 
the unions immediately did so 
but the demonstrators claimed 
to be acting with the blessing 
of local branches of forming 
unions, and the young formers’ 
movement, in the cereal belt 
around Paris and in the west- 
ern part of the Loire valley. 

About 100 formers burst into 
the environment ministry just 
before lunchtime, taking the few 
police guards at the gate by sur- 
prise. Hurling corn and flour, 
they charged to the fifth Boor 
and ripped the door to the min- 
ister’s office off its hinges. Staff 
were roughed up and insulted, 
and papers and chairs were 
thrown from the windows. 


Cook applies pressure 
at Kosovo peace talks 


MORE KILLINGS were report- 
ed in Kosovo yesterday as 
Robin Cook. Fbreign Secretary 
and his French counterpart, 
Hubert Ifetfrine, prepared tore- 
tum today to peace negotiations 
being held near Paris. 

The pair, who are co-chair- 
ing the talks, aim to throw then- 
personal weight behind a 
process that is showing omi- 
nous signs of settling into 
diplomatic trench warfare. 

Last night, after a second 
i fun day of talks behind dosed 
! doors at the former royal 
chateau at Ramboufllet, there 
was no sign of a breakthrough. 

The Serbs and the ethnic Al- 
banians were re-iterating old 
demands: Belgrade wants a 
public statement by the Koso- 
vo Albanians that Yugoslavia’s 

borders will not change; the lat- 
ter seek a formal c ea se fi re. 


By Rupert Cornwell 

Both requests have crucial 
importance. A pledge of un- 
cfaanged borders would amount 
to recognition that the Serbian 
province will not become inde- 
pendent. A ceasefire would 
constitute acknowledgement 
by the Serbs of the separatist 
Kosovo Liberation Army 

As these positions were set 
out once more, word came of 
five mare Hiring s in separate 
parts of the troubled province 
which is populated mainly by 
ethnic Albanians. Details of 
the attacks were sketchy, but 
the suspicion was strong that 
the bloodshed - like a bomb 
which killed three people in 
Kosovo’s capital Pristina, on 
Saturday - was aimed at de- 
railing the Ramboufllet talks. 

British diplomats insisted 


that tiie decision by Mir Cook 
and Mr Vfedrme to go back to 
Ranfooufllet did not signify that 
the discussions bad run into 
major problems. They predict- 
ed that enough progress would 
be registered by the weekend 
to justify extending the talks 
into a second week. 

The Cook-Vedrme mission is 
likely to be followed by a visit 
by Madeleine Albright, United 
States Secretary of State, and 
by a ministerial meeting of the 
Contact Group of leading pow- 
ers, to review progress. 

No one is pretending that the 

ne gotiations mil be anything 
other than fiendishly difficult 
With the two sides refusing di- 
rect, face-to-face discussions, 
the international mediators, 
led by Christopher Hifl, the US 
ambassador to Macedonia, are 
conducting “proximity talks", 


relaying positions, demands 
and concessions between the 
two delegations. 

Having studied draft peace 
proposals drawn up by media- 
tors, the Serbs and Albanians 
are now being pressed to con- 
rider key issues, including the 
juridical status of the province 
for the three years an “interim 
agreement* would run, and the 
procedures for proposed elec- 
tions of a Kosovo assembly 

Earlier; a Serb official was 
quoted as describing the pro- 
posals for greater Kosovo au- 
tonomy as “horrifying”. 

Beyond that loom problems 
over the proposed 30,00(Hstrang 
Nato peacekeeping force for 
Kosova The Serbs are opposed 
to such an intrusion onto its sov- 
ereign territory. But the Alba- 
nians want no less than Nate's 
signature on a peace deaL 
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Germany rethinks 
nationality plan 


CHASTENED BY the revolt of 
Middle Germany, Gerhard 
SchrOderis government yes- 
terday prepared to water 
down its plans to ease the in- 
tegration of millions of long- 
term immigrants. 

As Social Democrats and 
Greens licked their wounds fol- 
lowing their shock Hafcat in 
Sunday oighfs elections in the 
central Ldnd of Hesse, leading 
government figures called for 
an urgent rethink. “TO must 
draw the consequences from 
this,” declared Oskar La- 


ByImre KaraCS 
in Bonn 


fontaine, the Social Democra- 
tic party (SPD) chairman. 

Politicians of every hue 
agreed that the Chririian De- 
mocrats had defeated Hesse's 
red-green coalition by harness- 
ing voters’ fears of foreigners. 
Half a million people had 
protested about the new na- 
tionality lan; which would have 
enabled about four million long- 
term foreign residents to obtain 
German citizenship. 
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Good Choice." 


VAVw.qtx.co.uk To Order: 


01438 224444 


Fax: 01438 224224 
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Satisfied customers provide ref eM&ls. / 

It it sounds Like common sense, that’s because it is. Wye complicated; ^ dun d, a let^ just a 

all asked friends to recommend restaurants - or a neighbour still running smoothly - it reall^i* ^ ^ 

for the name of a good electrician. It’s exactly the same in counts. It certainly beats paying sbmefeody. to do your 
business. You do a good job for a customer and they pass advertising for you. To frad out how Royal Mail job* help . 
your name on to their friends and associates. The trick . you turn common sense into good Easiness sense. Visit 1 , 
is helping them to remember you. It doesn’t have to be us at www.royalmail.co.uk. DO WHAT* WORKS- 
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Horseflesh 
and flirtation 
on parade 

Street Life 


NEW DELHI 


THERE IS an elusive night- 
dub crowd in D elhi, conspic- 
uously rich and easily bored, 
that is rardy glimpsed by 
daylight Bull caught qp with 
these diamond-studded 
youths one afternoon at the 
old Jaipur Polo grounds in 
Delhi, which turns out to be 
far less stuffy than you would 
imagine for a venue located 
across the road from the 
Prime Minister’s residence 
and the dfite Gymkhana Chib. 

Horseflesh and flirtation 
Fd expected Thundering 
hooflbeats stiD thrill adoles- 
cent girls, and a coterie of 
suitors follows in their wake. 
India’s bluebloods are also 
out in force. Maharanisinthe 
front rows, kitted out in Pash- 
mina shawls and Italian sun- 
glasses, dutch the arms of 
their wrinkled rajas. Nearly 
all these erstwhile rulers 
wear flat wool caps, but the 
mixed scents of French per- 
fume,- gentlemen’s cologne, 
and traditional attar wafting 
up from this section is like an 
invisible barrier to lesser 
mortals. I wonder if the pong 
might scare the horses. 

“Samsara, yaa^" shouts 
one teenage bay trying to in- 
gratiate himself with a leggy 
socialite by identifying her 
scent by name. She smiles 
itify then peers with renewed 
interest through her binocu- 
lars while cranking up the vd- 
uzne on her dLscman. 

Traditional polo is under- 
going an image makeover in 
India, and some of the 
changes are startling. Re- 
cently, a liquor company 
hired American-sfyle pom- 
pom girls to cheerlead 
between chukkers. Unac- 
customed to bare legs in pub- 
l ic. the I ndian crowd roared 
approval. The most popular 
stunt is putting fashion mod- 
els astride nippy stud steeds 
- a change from tent-peg ging 
exhibitions at half-time 

Refreshment tents, which 
used to serve onfy pyramids 

of sandwiches from silver 
platters, now flog mini-pizzas. 
Cellphone companies, pri- 
vate television stations, in- 
vestment banks and hotel 
firms are keen to sponsor 
championships or teams - 
once the preserve of cavalry 
regiments or royalty. 

Today's competition is 
Seagrams versus Chivas 
RegaL Disappointingly, in- 
stead of pert cheerleaders 
performing cartwheels, there 
is onfy a squadron of army 
bagpipers tuning up in the 

stands. The sponsors strive to 

be traditional today although 
the jovial crowd punctures 
much of this pretension. 

“Down in front, Bunty.’ftu ! 
know nothing about polo," 
heckles a young stockbroker i 
as his friend tries to start a 
standing ovation. “Vfe cannot 
see through you." Shortly af- j 
terwards, two players collide 


and a rider goes down, his 
horse limping badfy. Ambu- 
lances race out with an arnjy 
doctor and the veterinarian 
on duty who wears a red sari 
with an oversized stetho- 
scope. As soon as play stops, 
a dozen vultures circle high 
overhead and mortality in- 
trudes on the day out. Happily 
injuries are minor and play 
resumes quickly. 

After the first bugle 
sounds, Deepak Roy, a polo 
fan for decades, grabs a bis- 
cuit and swigs down some 
Earl Grey tea. “Not much of 
a spread today. I was hoping 
for giant prawns, like last 
week,” he gripes. “And don't 
waste your time looking. 
There isn't a drop of Scotch 
on offer" ( 

Indian Anglophiles occa- 
sionally whine about how 
crass breaks with polo tradi- 
tion are, even though this 
Persian game of hockey on | 
horseback has lent itself to i 




Polo: Startling changes 

infinite innovation over 4,000 
years. Elephant polo, played 
with oversize mallets and 
softer balls, is a particular 
focal fevourite - although the 
game's pace suffers consid- 
erably. Bicycle polo is anoth- 
er variation but, even with 
mountain bikes, is no maioh 
for the real thing. 

Frenzied girls in riding 
gear start shoving forward to 
get a glimpse of Sbamsher 
Afi, the latest sensation in the 
raddle. At 16, he is the young. 

est and (fishiest player on the 
orcuit and when he rides by 

the stand there is a sponta- 
neous swoon much Hke a 
Mexican wave. Every female 
sots straighter for a second, 
then slumps. 

Moments later, a black 
stafeon emerges, prandng 
to the theme from 2001: A 
Space Odyssey. It is not, as 
we all imagine, young Ali 
reappearing on a more suit- 
able mount It's a display of 
Hjusical dressage for Anglo- 
Pjules. “Bit of a damp squib 
®er such a good match," 

"*« 

Jan McGirk 


JlfftEST KATES 
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£47^m for InchcapeS^^p^^ GrenfeU offering 
support ae^ftW^? 8 Services - a g™P which sens 
cranM^Tniwl 0 ? ore than 30 ’ 000 ships a year in 46 
of its aim of the ^ summer as part 

business oare vehicie distribiition 

Clementi iss ues euro warning 

THE DEPUTY go ve rnor of 

■irWF. i . yesterday warned the City 

J^KV that there was “no room for 

complacency** following the 
» W* lannch of the euro. 

&L: J J »•’"/ Speaking at a Stock 

.... ■ ■»' Exchan ge a wards 

O ' ■ mm' ceremony. David dementi 
jpjfcj (left) said that London had 
J V Sot off to “a flying start” in 
- I its dealings with the euro, 

7 ■ hot needed to work at 

clear to us that London has rm^tonmtic^^to*tbe S 
““Seamount of business that is done here”, he said. 

Mr dementi was addressing the annual awards for 
excellence in financia l reporting sponsored by the 
London Stock Exchange and the Institute for 
Chartered Accountants. Boots, the healthcare group, 
won the larger company award, while HP Bulmei; the 
cider maker, scooped the smaller company award. 

£12m acquisition boosts Umeco 

SHARES OF UMECO, the industrial components distributor 
rose 26J>p to 320p yesterday on news of the £l2m acquisition 

of Aerovac, which supplies vacuum bagging materials to the 

aerospace industry. Clive Snowdon, Umeco’s chief 

executive; said the aemrixitinn amrrM ehunofhon «ha 
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Industry slump deepens 
as prices fall for first time 


Manufacturing has entered 
its longest period of sustained 
decfine since the earty 1980s, ac- 
cording to official figures out 
yester^mgnilingfearsofan 
economy-wide recession in the 
first half of this year 

The latest Office for Nation- 
al Statistics data were far worse 
than expected and vindicated 
last week’s surprise decision by 
the Bank of England to cut UK 
interest rates fay 05 percentage 
.points, analysts said. 

As well as revealing sharp 
fo manufacturing activ ity 
the ONS figu res p ro v ided farther 
evidence of deflation in the Sec- 
tor IWamifarffirrng niripit priras 
feO in December for the first time 


By Lea Paterson 

(n record, as vreak consumer de- 
mand Squeezed rnargins 

John Redwood, the Conser- 
vative spokesman for trade and 
industry waned that manu- 
facturing was 1 iurdring towards 
disaster”. The Government, 
however; defended its econom- 
ic track record, saying it was 
steering a course of stability 
through difficult times. 

Ken Wailret, an economist at 
Paribas, said: ‘'The official pro- 
duction data is belatedly catch- 
ing up with business surveys, 
which have been screaming 
recession for months now”. 

According to the ONS, man- 


ufacturing output dropped 0.6 
per cent in December, com- 
pared to expectations of a 0.2 
per cent drop. Output in the sec- 
tor has now fallen for five suc- 
cessive months, the longest 
period of successive monthly 
declines since the early 1980s. 

During the last quarter of 
1998, the manufacturing sector 
shrunk by 1.3 per cent, its 
sharpest quarterly contraction 
since early 1991. This was the 
second consecutive quarter of 
manufacturing decline, the 

QNS said, m anning tfiaf thg «*». 
tnrisiMro nffi/fatty mrprpRginn 

Industrial production, which 
includes mining and energy 
production as well as manu- 


facturing, fell by 0.8 per cent in 

December. Weakening con* 
sinner demand has hit manu- 
facturing prices, with the sector 
now firmly in the grip of defla- 
tion, economists said. 

In December produceroul- 
pm prices fell byO.1 per cent, the 
first monthly fall since records 
began in 1958. Manufacturing 
output prices remained un- 
changed in January the ONS 
said. Input prices rose in Jan- 
uary by 0.5 per cent following a 
recovery in crude oil prices. 

City analysts warned the 
weak data were tikeiv to prompt 
downward revisions to last 
year’s official growth figures, 
and could mean that growth 


turns negative in the first quar- 
ter of 1999. Mr Wattret said: "It’s 
quite possible we could have 
negative growth. The manu- 
facturing data tells us that the 
problems are deep-rooted." 

There were encouraging 
signs elsewhere in the econo- 
my yesterday with two separate 
surveys proriding evidence of 
a revival of optimism. 

The British Retail Consor- 
tium survey pointed to a 
bounce back in retail sales in 
January, with fike-for-like sales 
up 25 per cent as heavy dis- 
counting tempted customers 
back to the shops. 

The apparent contradiction 
between yesterday's upbeat 



David Michels (left), chief executive of Stakis, with Peter George, the chief executive of Ladbroke 

Ladbroke buys Stakis chain for £1.2bn 


LADBROKE, THE hotels and 
gaming group, yesterday moved 
quickly to complete its bid for 
Stakis, the Gbsgowbased hotels 
chain, with a recommended 
cash and share offer valuing the 
group at £U6bn_ 

The deal, which comes just 
five days after talks were first 
disclosed, sparked a surge in 
both companies’ share prices 
with Stakis shares soaring 11 per 
cent to 157)}. 

This is well in excess of the 
14L25p offer price indicating 
tbeposabffityrfa rival ofierfrom 
another leisure group such as 
Whitbread or Accor erf France. 

However; Ladbroke said the 


By Nigel Cope 
Associate City Editor 

Stakis share price could be 
explained by the rise in its own 
shares, which dosed 16 per cent 
higher at 269p thereby increas- 
ing the value of the share de- 
mentofits oflec The deal is Kkdy 
to signal the disappearance of 
the Stakis name, as its botds will 
be rebranded under Ladhr o he’s 
Hilton name. It will net the 
Stakis family around £60m in- 
dudingaOm far the founder; Sir 
Reo Stakis, the 85-year-old 
Greek Cypriot, who set up the 
business in 1942. 

“Reo voted for the deal but I'd 


bang lying if I said he'd done so 
without a tear in his eye," said 
Stakis* chief executive David 
Michels who helped restore the 
group's fortunes after its near 
collapse seven years ago. He 
added: “I suppose it’s a bit like 
watching your mother-in-law 
drive off a cliff in your new car” 
The deal takes Ladbroke 
from 38 hotels to 93 and makes 
the combined group the largest 
operator of four star botds in the 
country and the third largest 
hotels group in London after 
Granada and Thistle. It also 
creates the UK’s second largest 
gaming group after Rank with 
Ladbroke 1 s five London casinos 


added to Stakis* portfolio of 22, 
mostly provincial sites. “It is rare 
to find a business that represents 
such a perfect operational mix 
and complementary geographic 
fit," said Peter George, Lad- 
broke's chief executive. 

The deal sees Mr Michels 
elevated to Ladbroke's main 
board and appointed bead of its 
enlarged Hilton hotels division. 
He wfflreplare David Jarvis who 
could be in fine for a film pay-off. 
However Mr George denied 
that the S takis man is being 
groomed as his successor 

The deal nets a El 5m shares 
and options windfall for Mr 
Michels, although he will take GO 


per cent of the proceeds in Lad- 
broke shares. Stakis staff who 
own around 3 per cent of the 
company will net over £30m 
between them. 

The takeover will result in 
annual cost savings of £16m 
from next year There will be job 
losses, with the Stakis head of- 
Scein Glasgow moved to Whtford 
and the likely closure of over- 
lapping divisional offices. How- 
ever Mr Michels said the 
company wzfl maintain a pres- 
ence north of the border; 

Hie terms of the Ladbroke 
offer are 57.7p in cash plus 0.382 
new Ladbroke shares for each 
Stakis shares held. 


Hedge fund founder’s buy-back plan rejected 


INVESTORS HAVE rejected 
attempts by John Meriwether 
the founder of Long-Term Cap- 
ital Management to buy back 
the hedge fund from the con- 
sortium which balled the trou- 
bled firm out at the height of the 
financial crisis last September 
Mr Meriwether a former 
Salomon Brothers trader; 
whose attempts to beat the 
market rattled toe worid finan- 
cial system last year has spent 


By Andrew Garfield 
financial Editor 

toe recent weeks touring in- 
vestors and lenders worldwide 
in an effort to drum up interest 
for a bid to buy back the fond. 

Britain's Barclays Bank is 
among the 14 banks which par- 
ticipated in last September's 
bail-out that would be keen to 
seflffftaniuuliuilytogetout 
at a profit presented itself 


Lehman Brothers and Banker 
Trust, the US bank currently in 
the throes of a merger with Ger- 
many’s Deutsche Bank are 
also rumoured to be pressing 
for an early exit Members erf 
the oversight committee, made 
up of six of toe 14 banks that 
participated in toe buyout, met 
in New York last week to dis- 
cuss plans for toe fund’s fixture. 

Options include accelerating 
the process of liquidating the 


fund's holdings with a view of 
repaying some of toe consor- 
tium's investments, or looking 
far a buyer for the funds' assets. 

Mar Meriwether was left with 
a three per cent holding in toe 
fond after toe bailout and has 
made little secret of his desire 
to bqy it back again. 

Since toe bailout, with the 
help of the strong rebound in 
toe c on fid e nce of toe major 
financial market, the assets in 


the fund have appreciated by 15 
per cent However, investors 
say that they are still far from 
ready to put their trust in a man 
whom they hold responsible 
for the initial collapse. 

“He seems to think be has 
just taken a loan and now toe 
markets have recovered he 
can pay it back," said one cyn- 
ical observer. “But I think his 
rehabilitation will take some- 
what longer." 


BRC survey and last week’s 
gloomy Confederation of British 
Industry survey could be down 
to differences in measurement, 
according to Pam Webber BRC 
economist. The CBI survey is 
based on retail expectations, 
while toe BRC survey mea- 
sures cash through the till. 

Meanwhile, the monthly 
Merrill Lynch/Gallup survey 
revealed an upturn in opti- 
mism among UK fund man- 
agers. One in three expect a 
stronger economy a year from 
now, compared with just 3 per 
cent back in September. Asset 
allocation is moving away from 
bonds and cash and back into 
equities, Merrill Lynch said. 


Rebus 
goes 
private 
in £ 172m 
takeover 

BY PETER THAL LARSEN 


REBUS, THE computer services 
group, looked set to disappear 
into private ownership yesterday, 
after it agreed to a £172m 
takeover by two US venture 
capital groups. Shares in Rebus 
jumped I8p to I775p yesterday 
as the company confirmed de- 
tails of the cash bid. pitched at 
I82p per share. 

General Atlantic Partners 
and Warijurj* Pincus, the USpri- 
vate equity groups, are funding 
the offec Unusually fora venture 
capital buyout, Rebus' manage- 
ment are not putting up aqy 
cash, although they wfll contin- 
ue to run the company 

The prospect of a rival bidder 
entering toe fray was afl but 
ruled out yesterday after War- 
burg and General Atlantic 
bought 27.7m Rebus shares, 
representing 2936 per cent of its 
share capital in the market at a 
share price of 182p. 

The institutions which sold 
shares are thought to indude 
Philips & Drew, the fond man- 
ages which held a 16.6 per cent 
stake in Rebus. 

The takeover ends a sorry 
stock market life for Rebus, 
which was demerged from CE 
Heath, toe insurance broker in 
April 1996. Although the shares 
had risen from 88p at the time 
of the demerger to I37.5p last 
Thursday - the day before 
Rebus revealed it bad received 
a takeover approach - they have 
lagged behind otoer info r ma tion 
technology stocks. "We an- 
nounced very good results last 
November but the stock market 
didn't really react" said Peter 
Presland. Rebus* chief executive. 
“We have just been caught up in 
the general malaise that affects 
smaller companies. " 

Industry analysts pointed to 
Rebus’ relatively pedestrian 
growth as another reason for its 
underperformance. But Ed 
McKirUeyapartxier at Warburg 
Pincus, insisted it had good 
prospects. “Rebus is unusual in 
that it has leading positions in 
berth the human resources and 
insurance markets,” he said. 

Mr Presland said Rebus had 
received takeover approaches 
from other IT companies and 
venture capital groups but none 
had been worth considering se- 
riously. “Tire benefit is that we've 
now got some committed back- 
ers who can support the busi- 
ness," he said. 

Outlook, page 15; Leading 
article. Review page 3 



A LACKLUSTRE session, with New 
York failing to offer inspiration, left 
Jhotsie trailing 20.4 points to 5.834J 
with turnover again topping 1 
billion shares. The mid cap index 
fell but the small cap managed a 12 
gain to 2£17X Even BTs link with 
Microsoft failed to generate much 
excitement with BT up 7^p at 935p. 
Renters, the information group, 
rose 475p to 866p ahead of figures 
due today As utilities returned to 
favour; Thames Water rose 42p to 
Banks weakened ahead of 
results. Derek Pain, page 17 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 



NEW YORK 

® TOKYO J 

■ 

KUALA LUMPUR 


SAO PAULO 


CONCERNS about over-valuation 
hit sentiment on Wall Street, 
where shares were modestly 
lower in afternoon trade. The 
Dow Jones Industrial Average 
was down 40.93 points - or 0.44 
oer cent - at 926&31. Traders 
said losses were triggered by a 
warning from Ralph Acampora, 
analyst at Prudential Securities, 
of a 5 to 10 per cent decline in 
the Dow Drug stocks were 
among the fellers, with Eli Lilly 
and Merck both hit by valuation 
concerns. 


THE BENCHMARK Nikkei index 
dosed higher for the first time in 
five session, as a recovery in the 
bond market boosted sentiment in 
equities. The Nikkei dosed up 
94.41 points - or 0.68 per cent - at 
13,992.49. 

March futures added 220 points 
to dose at 14,010. 

Yasuo Uetff general manager at 
NIkbo Securities Co, said; “The 
surge in bond prices relieved toe 
market after their tumble kept 
palling down the Nikkei average 
last week." 


sharply lower as an easing of 
exchange controls prompted a 
wave of foreign selling. The 
benchmark stock exchange index 
closed down per cent at 
526.1, after the government 
annnoanced it would replace a 
ban on toe repatriation of short- 
term foreign capital with a 
graduated “exit tax”. One trader 
said: “fbreigners have no reason 
to hold. It [the eat tad gives 
them a wonderful opportunity to 
sefl.” Report pope 35 


BRAZILIAN shares were trading 
higher in afternoon trade after a 
further depredation of the real 
made stocks cheaper in dollar 
terms. The benchmark Bovespa 
index was up 267.28 points - or 3.17 
per cent - at 8702.76. A major 
options expiry also boosted the 
share index, traders said. 

Howeveq analysts warned that 
toe longer term outlook for 
Brazilian shares was more mr ^a 
amid concerns that support for the 
government's austerity plan was 
slippng. 
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Microsoft and BT form Net force 


News Analysis: Bill Gates’s giant has 
joined up with British Telecom to 
test software which allows Internet 
access for mobile-phone users 


MICROSOFT HAS joined forces 
with British TOeoom to test soft- 
ware which will aDow mobile 
phone users to access the In- 
ternet while they are on the 
move. 

The alliance, which was for- 
mally announced at an indushy 
conference in New Orleans last 
night is the latest in a recent 
flu rry of partnerships between 
British companies and the Unit- 
ed States software giant It un- 
derlines Microsoft's recognition 
of Hie UK as a market leader in 
developing and introducing new 
technologies. 

Microsoft is giving BT the 
exclusive right to test its mi- 
crobrowser software, which al- 
lows users to browse the 
Internet from mobile phones 
and other portable electronics 
devices, outside the United 
Slates. Trials are expected to 
begin almost immediately, and 
BT is likely to start offering the 
software to major corporate 
customers through its Concert 
venture next year 

BT has investments in a 
handful of mobile networks 
around Europe and in the Ear 
East, allowing it to reach a 
large number of international 
customers. 

The alliance reflects a grow- 
ing belief that mobile phone net- 
works will be used fay workers 
to access their company's com- 
puter networks and the Inter- 
ne L *•' We think the mobile phone 
\riD become more than a device 
for voice communications,'' 
says Sohnil Quaid, BTs direc- 
tor of mobile strategy. “The 
convergence between Internet 
and mobile will happen." 

Although Microsoft has a 
stranglehold on the desktop 
computer market through its 
Windows operating system, the 
company is increasingly con- 
cerned about the challenge to 
its dominance from rival devices 
such as mobile phones, hand- 


By Peter Thal Larsen 


held computers and television 
set-top boxes. 

"Microsoft is committed to 
deploying Internet standards- 
bakd services, and, tyworidng 
with partners, to provide a 
worldwide, end-to-end wireless 
solution,’' said Microsoft vice- 
president Paul Maritz. 

Microsoft has developed a 
stripped-down version of Win- 
dows, called Windows CE, to 
run on these devices, but other 
companies have been quieter to 
take the lead in those markets. 

Just as Netscape established 
an early lead over Microsoft in 
developing an Internet brows- 
er; so NCI - a joint venture be- 
tween Netscape and Oracle - 
has raced ahead in providing op- 
erating systems for television 
set-top boxes. All three of 
Britain’s cable operators have 
signed up NCI for their digital 
television systems. 

Meanwhile Psion, the British 
handheld computer maker has 
already linked up with mobile 
phone manufacturers Motoro- 
la, Ericsson and Nokia to de- 
velop an operating system for 
mobile Internet access. Indeed 
yesterday's announcement, 
which is a direct challenge to 
Symbian, knocked Psion shares 
52_5p to 876p. 

According to industry ana- 
lysts, the creation of Symbian 
left Microsoft with little choice 
but to court telecom operators 
with its software, although they 
added that ultimately con- 
sumers would decide which op- 
erating system they preferred. 

The alliance with BT marks 
die latest in a number of ven- 
tures between Microsoft and 
British companies. Even as Mi- 
crosoft has been battling 
against an antitrust lawsuit in 
the US, it has been pouring cash 
into a number of strategic in- 
vestments which suggest the 
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1999 

: February: 

. Global agreement with 
BT to develop and 
. deploy a range of 
internet, intranet and 
corporate data services 
for mobile customers 


Zeneca 
to sue 
US drug 
monitor 


by Francesco guebrera 


ZENECA, THE pharmaceutical 4$V 
giant, is taking the US drug * 
watchdog to court over the 


janwiry. ; . 

$5 00m investment rri 
NTL . v 


1998 

November: 

Partnership with cable 
firm NTL to develop TV- 
based interactive 
services 


October:..- 
-Computeceriter strategic 
alliance 


June: 

WebTV con tent deal with 
BBC 


jftaiy: 

Global- strategic alliance 
with 1CL ~ v 


March: 

WebTV trials with BT 


Bill Gates (left), head of Microsoft, and Sir Peter Boofield, chief executive of British Telecom: the two companies 
are joining forces in a venture which gives BT exclusive rights to test the computer giant’s microbrowser software 


1997 

June: 

Invests £50m to set up 
Cambridge ftesearch 
Centre and and £iOm in 
a venture capital fund ' 
for hi-tech Starr- ups 


UK is more important as a 
market than is justified by its 
size relative to other countries. 

Two weeks ago, Microsoft 
invested $500m in NTL, the 
country's third- largest cable 
operator Last year Computa- 
center and ICL, the computer 
services groups, both signed 
strategic partnerships to de- 
velop software and services 
based on Microsoft’s operating 
system. 

Meanwhile WebTV the Mi- 
crosoft subsxfiaiy which has de- 
veloped an operating system for 
television set-top boxes, is cur- 
rently trialing its system in a 
□umber of London homes in 
conjunction with BT and the 
BBC. 

Microsoft is also sinking 


£50m into a research centre in 
Cambridge, and has con- 
tributed £10m to Amadeus, a 
fund for budding hi-tech com- 
panies run by Hermann 
Hauser the venture capitalist 

Andrew Lees, a director of 
Microsoft UK said the British 
market is attractive because it 
is Innovative. He pointed to the 
deregulation of the telecom and 
meefia industries which had put 
British companies at the cutting 
edge of developments in their 
technologies. 

For example, Britain was 
one of the first countries in the 
world to launch digital televi- 
sroaAixi if the UK government 
sticks to its self-appointed 
schedule, Britain will also be the 
one of the first to introduce the 


new generation of mobile phone 
networks which are capable of 
carrying data at high speed. 

However; BT and Microsoft 
yesterday played down sugges- 
tions that the two might mount 
ajoint bid for one of the licences. 
Although BT is keen to bid - 
probably through Cellnet, the 
mobile phone operator in which 
ft holds a 60 per cent stake -Mi- 
crosoft said it was not particu- 
larly keen to put cash into 
mobile phone infrastructure. 

Bill Gates, head of Microsoft, 
has also publicly backed Tony 
Blair’s call to create a Nation- 
al Grid for Learning by linking 
afl the schools in the country to 
the Internet 

By getting involved in these 
technologies in the UK Mi- 


Inflation in euroland to fall 


THE SINGLE currency could 
cut euroland’s inflation rate fay 
a quarter of a point as greater 
transparency and competition 
force prices downwards, acc- 
ording to new research. 

But the EU*s statistics office 
will not publish figures which 
allow direct comparisons of 
prices for different goods 
across member countries. 

It is due to release 1996 fig- 
ures at the end of this month 
but reports prices in one coun- 
try as a ratio of the average. 
This will reveal whether prices 
arc moving closer together but 


by Diane Coyle 
Economics Editor 


not whether they are converg- 
ing upwards or downwards. 

The Commission will be 
monitoring the unpublished 
data. It is running a "rounding 
down" campaign to encourage 
retailers not to exploit confusion 
caused by the launched the euro 
to push through price rises. 

The new report, published 
today fay ENG Barings, the City 
investment bank, predicts that 
as long as the single currency 
leads to a levelling down of 


prices towards the lowest pre- 
vailing. it could reduce the 
inflation rate by 0.25 per cent a 
year. This would represent a 
significant foil from today’s 
already low euroland inflation 
rate of 0.8 per cent 

According to Mark Cliffe, 
the author of the report "The 
potential significance of price 
convergence is underlined by 
the sheer scale of tiie price dif- 
ferentials." He noted that the 
European Commission has 
always seen cheaper prices to 
consumers as one of the key 
benefits of monetary union. 


Davies moves PEOPLE AND 
in stately style BUSINESS 


hi’ ■■ •- 





Keep working away from the office - 
and wind down when four work is 
done. Upgrade, to a room with a 
Hilton Pbwerde>L This powerful 
PC station provide- everything you 
need to stay connected for business 
and get wired for exdU-mriiL 


UZ DAVIES has joined Bircbin 
International as manag in g di- 
rector in charge of styling to 
spruce up the AIM-listed com- 
pany’s three stately homes 
which have been converted to 
conference centres. 

Ms Davies was the creative 
force behind the 1980s fashion 
icon Next which she founded 
with her former Tiusband 
George Davies. In 1992 she 
moved to Mothercare to work 
with Ann Iversen, and was ex- 
pected by the industry to Mow 
Ms Iversen to Laura Ashley 

Perhaps wisely, she didn't, 
and instead founded her own 
retail design consultancy, work- 
ing for the likes of Tesco and 
Storehouse. 

Now Ms Davies's job is to 
"bring some coherence" to 
Birchin’s three country houses 
- Eynsham Hall in Yorkshire, 
Chewton Place in Oxfordshire 
and S win ton Castle in Bristol. 


BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 



Sir Reo still receives a £240,000 
pension from StaMs as life 
president 

As for Sir Reo's changing the 
eating habits of the Glaswe- 
gians, George WestweD, general 
manager of the London Metre- 
pole, explained last October 
“He taught them to use a knife 
and fork.” 


Call to action 


Stakis farewell 


Familiar Microsoft titles lik** Word 
and Excel let ton down to 
business widiin moments while a 
hiph speed modem lets you send 
faxes and e-mails anywhere in 
the Internet for the latest 
business bulletins. 


To 50 or w..:r Hilton P o wa rt to k. 

smw Z3» 0800 SS6 8003. 


'(H) 

Hilton 


•-M-yrA’S 


When you h3ve finished, enter a 
wwM of excitement by exploring the 
greatest information resource ever. There 
is something on the Internet to satisfy 
every interest imaginable. Pcwerdesk 
also offers off-line fun with games and 
audio CDs. 


v i 7* 


Available at London Hilton, Hilton London 
Heathrow Airport and 
The Langham Hilton, this innovative 
resource is fast becoming an essential 
option for Hilton business guests. 


Kfiapplens at the Hilton. 


To fli) online will i Hilton Powsrdesk. 
pl< 'Jsc c.iSI 0800 856 8003. 


NO WONDER Sir Reo Stakis, 
83, wiped away a tear as he an- 
nounced the takeover by Lad- 
broke. The hotel and casino 
group he founded in 1946 is set 
to be swallowed by Ladbrobe’s 
Hilton subsidiary. Suggested 
new names indude “Lakis" 
and “Stilton". 

Sir Reo arrived in Britain 
from his native Cyprus in 1928, 
aged just 15, with £50 and two 
suitcases full of lace. 

His big break came in Glas- 
gow in 1952 when he bought his 
first restaurant Shortly after- 
wards he opened his first 
steakhouse. This is when the 
legend that he “singlehanded- 
fy changed Scotland's eating 
habits" was bom. 

He went on to open Glas- 
gow's first nightclub and Scot- 
land’s first casino. 

But hubris struck in the 
1980s - as with so many other 
entrepreneurs. Sir Reo made 
his son Andros Stakis chief ex- 
ecutive, and the lad embarked 
on an ambitious expansion into 
commercial property, pubs, dis- 
cos and nursing homes. 

When the crash came in 
1990 Stakis almost went bust 
Sir Reo stepped aside as chair- 
man in March 1991 In favour of 
Sir Lewis Robertson, a com- 
pany doctor. Sr Lewis’s first act 
was to replace Andros with 
David Michels from Hilton, who 
became his right-hand man 
They proceeded to sell off the 
1980s acquisitions and Stakis re- 
covered, growing from a value 
of £70m in 1992 to £L2bn today. 


A CITY lawyer who played 
rugby for Cambridge, champi- 
oned the boxer Lennox Lewis 
and represented 250 deposi- 
tors in BCCI who were owed 
$2bn, is settingup on his own. 

Bernard Clarke is leaving 
City law firm Memery Crystal 
to launch his own practice deal- 
ing in commercial litigation 
and insolvency. 

The former rugby Blue who 
played open side flanker for 
Cambridge says now is the 
time to take advantage of huge 
changes in the way civil law is 
run in this country. 

TjordWbolTs reforms mean 
an end to ‘trench warfare’ in 
dvil litigation,” proclaims Mr 
Clarke. 

“There is a sea-change 
which most solicitors have 
failed to grasp. Cases will be 
streamlined and judges will 
have a role in administering 
them. The age of litigants ex- 
changing brickbats for years 
and years is over.” 

Mr Clarke is setting up on a 
“greenfield site" and is “hiring 
lots of young lawyers who 
haven't been ingrained with 
the past” he says. 

His firm, Bernard Clarke & 
Co, will take advantage of last 
year’s rule changes which 
allow lawyers to take cases on 

a conditional fee basis. It will 
also spearhead litigation cost in- 
surance, an intriguing devel- 
opment which enables litigants 
to insure against the possible 
costs of losing their case, even 
after they have launched the 
action. 

□ E-mat h j.wiUcockt&inde- 
pcndentco.uk 


crosoft is putting itself in a 
prime position to benefit when 
they are adopted elsewhere. 
“This competition is going to 
create a lot of innovation which 
will spread around the globe," 
says Andrew Lees, a director of 
Microsoft's UK subsidiary. 

Critics suggest that Mi- 
crosoft is stifling innovation by 
buying into a variety of (Efferent 
companies. However; Mr Lees 
insists Microsoft's strategy of 
partnership is designed to cre- 
ate the opposite. “Our busi- 
ness model is to create value 
and innovation in a solution of 
which we are part,” he says. 

Industry analysts point out 
that Microsoft is effectively 
using its famnrial muscle to 
mate sure ft is involved in any 


development that could be a 
threat to its existing business in 
the future. “They are backing a 
number of horses which is ex- 
actly would one would expect 
them to do," says Richard Hol- 
wav, a leading industry analyst 
“But then they can afford to 
back a few losers.” 

This is hardly new for Mi- 
crosoft. “Everybody mates Mi- 
crosoft out to be big innovators," 
Mr Holway adds. “In feet they 
are great marketeers who have 
been particularly good at spot- 
ting other peoples' advantage." 

What is different this time 
around is the scale of the in- 
vestments that Microsoft can af- 
ford to take in its attempts to 
malm sure that it knows which 
way the markets are heading. 


its best-selling medicines, it 

emerged yesterday. 

The British company took 
the. hi ghly unusual step of suing 
the US Food and Drug Admin- 
istration over its decision to 
allow Gensia Sicor, a small 
American firm, to produce a 
cheaper version of its anaes- 
thetic Diprivan. 

In a lawsuit filed in the US 
'state of Maryland, Zeneca 
alleged that the FDA breached 
an exclusivity agreement and 
Annand wd a withdrawal of Gen- 
sia’s licence. 

The little-known US com- 
pany last month won approval 
to produce a medicine which 
uses Diprivan’s key ingredient 
1 in combination with other sub- . 
stances not contained in the ^ 
Zeneca product 
. The Gensia drug is to be 
launched later this year and is 
expected to cost less than 
niprivan, an injectable anaes- 
thetic sold to hospitals. 

Industry experts believe that 

it could become a powerful 
competitor to Diprivan,* which 
last year had sales of? 300m in 
the US and $6Q0m worldwide. 

However, the UK group, 
which is completing its multi- 
hfllion pound merger with Swe- 
den’s Astra, is claiming that the 
Gensia product breaches a pre- 
vious agreement with the FDA. 

According to Zeneca, the 
deal gives it exclusive rights 
over the sale of Diprivan and 
similar products until June of 
this year 

The British company is also 
alleging that Genoa’s formu- 
lation of the drug could be 
harmful for patients. 

Gensia said ft had applied to 


intervene in the lawsuit bet- JL 
ween Zeneca and the FDA and*^' 
added that it would “vigorously 
protect” its interests. 


Change to Interest Rates 
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Lending rates are applicable to the accounts set out below: 


VT- -'AbS?-— 6 R 0 sl? 


NEW 

GROSS %** 


IEW ' 


30 day notice account 


- ^ it 

•••• 


£250,000+ 

£100,000-249.999 

£25,000-99,999 

£10,000-24,999 

£1-9,999 


3.32 . 

3.23. Jj# 
3.08 :>*r £i 
2.68 
0.40 • 


!jre< 


£250,000+ 

£100,000-249,999 

£25,000-99.999 

£10,000-24,999 

£1-9,999 


’ notice account 
4.55 
4.35 
4.10 
3.70 
2.50 


£250,000+ 

£50,000-249,999 

£10,000-49,999 

£1,000-9,999 

£1-999 


£ 100 , 000 + 

£50,000-99.999 

£10,000-49,999 

£2,000-9,999 

£1-1,999 


Account - paid auar 
3.e0 3.29 


£250,000+ 

£100,000-249,999 

£50,000-99,999 

£10.000-49,999 

£1-9,999 


?_day notice account 
4.55 
4.35 
4.10 
3.70 
3.20 


£250,000+ 

£100,000-249,999 

£50,000-99,999 

£25.00049,999 

£10,000-24,999 

£2,000-9,999 

£1-1.999 


ANNUAL 

RATE* 


Standaiti 

Special 

Preferential 


Managed A 
Managed B 
Managed C 
Managed 0 


Intan&t rales may wary from to time All raim »m ™ ORH , IM 1 * 

•AEfi SUMS fat Annual Equivalent Rale and , B [he notional rule which ihustrattK rhf' CeW WtlWe ' UaMa 
compounded on an annual basis. As every advert for a savings product «>u contain ™ P 0 * 1 

— < nft SS ,aW 15 ,h * “ n, ’ actual rate mBMW oeyaMe before the deduction of mm __ 

■ "E 7 - The rate of interest which would be payable after allowing for flw rat “ ** 

interest s normally paid at the net rale, unless me Account fans wllhm an e» 5pccrtw “ ** Un *- . ’ 

interest gross. fThet* products are no longer open h0Mc ' W i**** 

*Fo, chanties with tur^r unto CI(W COO pa. TtrJX.ETw.B, nmuJ%££ C 100 000 M 
flank P* 1 71 Sheaf, London EC3P BBS C 2 00 ,000 pa. 

TSB Bank Scotland pic. Henry Duncan House. 120 G*,,*; Street. Edinburgh EH2 4LH 
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Stock market fails smaller companies 


sate?- 


^map )w i^ mim ^ (rfs<waIIed 

^?=?^” transa «^a n d 


many smaller eoro- 
pames hare begun to feel with the 

stock market 

fo re cent years there has been 4 

Sowing polarisation in the quoted 

ifecto between big and small com- 

P®nies, and between perceived san- 
set and sunrise sectors. If your 
company happens to be a «man or 



favour sector then your chances of 
using the equity martetstn ftmH ox- 
PansioQ at a reasonable rate are vir- 
toaQy nil Plainly it is much worse 


ourous sector; IX but it is also small 
sottfestifl being afordedasiockmar- 


not recommend use of ecnntv to 
fund growth. ^ y 


to the disciplines of a pubfidy quot- 


Outlook 

ourselves of the benefits of the cap- 
ital markets? This sort of question, is 
now being posed with such regular- 
ity tysmalter companies that it is no 
longer possible to write these core- 
plaintsc^as the whmging of under- 
performing executives. 

Many smaller wimpaniws fe el 
themselves trapped in a vicious tir- 
de of decline; if they datft achieve a 
reasonable stodt market rating, they 
dontgd access to capital and wB for 
ever remain small So they have to 
adopt a strategy consistent with 
generating good short term growth 
and delivering on budgets set by oth- 
ers - nameiythe short tom earnings 
forecasts of C3y analysts. Has in tarn 
necesatatesashorttenninvestmoit 


strategy within the company, which 
tends to mean it can n e v er break free 
of whichever narrow business per- 
spective it is locked into. 

In such circumstances, the at- 
tractions of venture capital are ob- 
vious. Ironically most buyout capital 
cases from die very institutions 
that in fiber stock market dealings are 

applying these short termist pres- 

sures; there is, however; a small part 
ofeadiportfatioiriiidiisaBocatedto 
tango* tom, mere flEquid investment 
As a consequence, there is a cer- 
tain amount of robbing Peter to pay 
Paul gang on here. In the past, the 
tag institutions were reluctant to ac- 
cept venture capital bids on the 

grfflrrKfetiwfc any rnmpaTT y hi lying it- 

seffnmstbe worth mare lhan it is pay- 
ing. hi the last year or two that 
perception has changed. The un- 
dtsperibrmance of smaller compa- 


at almost any price, further de- 
pressing the value of these compa- 
nies. 

?hr big institutions with an inter- 
est in the venture capital industry the 
process is a zero sum g»*mp [ since 
they can espect a share of the high- 
er returns these companies might 
earn as privately owned entities. 
The venture re pifaBs* also has the 


opportunity much more effectively to 
bring about consoBdaiion and man- 
agement chang e than would have 
been possible in the quoted sector 
Unfortunately this is a process in 
which the retail investor can rarely 
participate. All too often sm a H private 
investors are bang forced out at an 
undervaluation. Late; on the other 
hand, they are asked to participate 
in the inflated valuations at which 
these companies return to the stock 
market The capital markets are not 
meant to work in this dtac ramato - 

ry flnri imfirirTnannw 

Recession blues 

THE TREASURY is doing its best to 
convey an impression of calm about 
the economy even as the pundits veer 
from euphoria about last week’s sur- 
prisingly hig cut in interest rates to 
panic about the figures yesterday 

r» nn fi r m ing that: mflmrfaH iirmg fa fa 

recession far the first time since the 
early 1990s. Knowing in advance 
that yesterday's news would be bad, 
the Theasmy had indicated to the 
Sunday newspapers that the Chan- 
cellor saw no need yet to reduce his 
forecast of per cent growth. 

So who’s right about what’s hap- 


pening in the economy, the opti- 
mists or the pessimists? While the 
economy as a whole has slowed 
(town, the chances are that it wfflstffi 
avoid outright recession. Thanks to 
lower interest rates, last quarter 
and this are about as bad as it should 

get, barring a catastrophe in the US 
or elsewhere. TWo quarters of GDP 

growth around zero certainly count 
as»sn ftl»mding, p«^ifpnrirfJd man- 
ufa during industry fares much 
worse. 

On the otter hand, fee forecast 
contained in November's pre-Budget 
report based on datefbr September 
and October is at the most optimistic 
end of the range- The economy 
would have to turn on a sixpence in 
April for it to come true. While Mr 
Brown maybe a cheerful and upbeat 
fellow hehas no business basing his 
Budget on extreme o p t imi sm. 

On tbe other hand, the last thing 
the Chancellor needs in the run up 
to a Budget that will confirm his de- 
termination to set a steady fiscal 
course is the demand from Used- 
leagues to Do Something about a non- 
existent recession. 

The signs are that the Bank of 
En^and wiD manage to keep it at bay 
for him. Indeed the latest grim news 
frrwn manufacturing could print, tn a 


ft a ggpr and foster fall in interest 
rates than most analysts expect. 
And if that does the trick, the econ- 
omy could be starting to build up 
steam by the time the Chancellor is 
drawing op next year’s Budget 

Longbridge aid 

IT WAS the turn ofStephen Etyersyes- 
terday to make the pilgrimage to 
Longbridge. These days Trade and 
Irxhistry Secretaries seem regular- 
ly go there to pray for salvation. Be- 
fore his sudden fall from grace, Pete* 
Mandelson made the trip up the Ml 
to beseech the Rover workforce to 

“sharpen up their act". His succes- 
sor was there yesterday on a “feet 
finding” 

If there was one fact Mr Byers 
must already have known it is the sta- 
tistic showing that Longbridge pro- 
duces 33 cars per man each year 
compared with 98 at Nissan’s Sun- 
derland factory. Even' with their bet- 
ter paid workers and expensive 
labour laws BMW’s German plants 
are 30 per cent more efficient * 

The new man in the BMW hot 
seat, Joachim MBberg, has given him- 
self a fortnight to digest the infor- 
mation and decide whether to throw 


good money after bad and invest an- 
other £lbn in a replacement for the 
Rover 2Q0/400 series. 

Mr Byers has £300m of taxpayers 
money in his pocket to help Mr Mil- 
berg make up its mind. In a sane 
worid, all state aid for car plants 
would be outlawed on the grounds 
that it distorts competition and en- 
courages uneconomic produt^ion. 

But sanity is not always the 
strong suit of governments. There 
are plenty of other countries that 
would be a good deal more gener- 
ous than Mr Byers in attempting to 
attract tbe investment for the 
200/400 series. 

Moreover, state aid can some- 
times be a necessary pump primer. 
Nissan’s Sunderland plant was a lag 
recipient while the renaissance at 
Jaguar would not have been possi- 
ble had central government not 
oiled the wheels. Hie clincher for 
both Nissan and Jaguar, however is 
that they both had new models that 
people were eager to buy. Whether 
the same can be said about Rover 
is less certain. Given its track record 
with passenger cars and its surplus 
of capacity to output, the omens do 
not look good for Longbridge. no 
matter how much state aid is timed 
in BMW's directioa 
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Scotia sells ‘wonderfood’ to US 


SCOTIA HOLDINGS, the loss- 
maldng Scots pharmaceuticals 
group, yesterday gave hope to 
millions of food junkies with tbe 
sale of a revolutionary anti- 
appetite ingredient to the US 
cereal giant General Mills. 

The American company 
bought the worldwide rights to 
use O libra - a substance that 
makes people feel tall after a 
few spoonfuls -in its breakfast 
cereals, which indude the best- 
jgUing Cheerios and Six. Gen- 
8fil Mills will also be allowed 
to sell Ohbra-enhanced yog- 
hurt, soups and salad dressings 
in North and South America. 

News of the deal with the US 
company, the world's largest 
producer of cereals, sent 
shares in Scotia soaring. 


By Francesco Guerrera 

The stock - which has 
slumped in recent times as 
Scotia was hit by drugs set- 
backs and boardroom rows - 
dosed 42 per cent high er at 
9&5p. Analysts said the tie-up 
with General Mi lfc, which has 
yearly sales of $7bn and a mar- 
ket value of $13bn, was a vote 
erf confidence in the product 

“If s a good deal the choice 
of General Mills is a good 
endorsement of Ofibra and it is 
in the American market, which 
is by far the largest in the 
world,” said Nick Woolfj the 
vice-president of BancBoston 
Robertson Stephens, the US 
financial house. 

OKbra is a fat-based ingre- 


dient derived from palm and oat 
ofl which appears to reduce 
appetite, helping people to lose 
w^bt It is alrra^y used in the 
Swedish yoghurt Maval sold in 
some UK supermarkets, and in 
some St Ivel desserts produced 
by the dairy group Unigate. 

Scotia declined to spell out 
th e finanHal t erms rvffjip ifeal, 
but it is understood that Gen- 
eral Mills will pay the Stirling- 
based group a number of 
milestone payments during fun 
ther product developments and 
a royalty of around 3 per cent 
on sales of Olibra products. 
The US group will also pay for 
the development and market- 
ing of Olibra food. The first 
products are not ejected to hit 
the market before 2001, as Oli- 


bra wiU have to be approved by 
the US regulatory authorities. 

Dr Robert Dow, the chief 
executive of Scotia, said that the 
potential market for appetite 
suppressants was immense. 
He added that Olibra could be 
used in virtually every solid 
food, soup and milk-based 
drink. The worldwide market 
for cereals, soups and salad 
dressings was over $74bn last 
year; with almost $20bn spent 
in the US alone. 

Dr Dow said tbe General 
BfiDs deal would help Scotia to 
move into profit over the next 
five years. He added that the 
deal should help the group to 
speed up manufacturing agree- 
ments with Asian and Euro- 
pean partners. 
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Foreign cash flies 
out of Malaysia 


Scotia’s chief executive. Dr Robert Dow, who says the 
potential market for Olibra is huge Marie ChUvers 


THE MALAYSIAN central bank 
was forced to set up a telephone 
hotline yesterday to deal with 
the rush of foreign investors hy- 
ing to withdraw their funds, 
writes Diane Coyle. 

The move followed Mal- 
aysia’s recent lifting of a six- 
month ban on capital flows, to 
be replaced next week by a tax 
of up to 30 per cent on funds 
moved out of the country. 

The flight of newly released 
money sent Malaysian shares 
tumbling 5.85 per cent in heavy 
trading. The fall dragged other 
stockmarkets in Asia lower too, 
with fails in Seoul Bangkok, 
Jakarta and Hong Kong 

The switch from overt capi- 


tal controls to a tax on move- 
ments of funds out of the coun - 
try of up to 30 per cent - less on 
longer-term investments - was 
intended to encourage foreign 
investment but backfired as 
those trapped by earlier 
restrictions made for the exit 

Although the recurrent 
financial crises of the past two 
years had persuaded a number 
of prominent economists that 
capital controls could be a use- 
ful policy in emerging mar- 
kets, Malaysia was the only 
affected country to try them. 

Its experience has now con- 
firmed the view that any re- 
strictions simply discourage 
foreign investment 


The Independent and Thomson Breakaway have joined forces to 
offer great value trips around Europe. Today; the destination is 
Scandinavia with city breaks to Reykjavik, Stockholm, Copenhagen, 
Oslo, Helsinki or Tallinn, in Estonia, from only £229 per person. 








Choose your hotel 

The Thomson Breakaway Cities offer is available at a selection of 19 
city centre hotels in Reykjavik. Stockholm. Copenhagen. Oslo, 
Helsinki or Tallin ranging from good quality 2T to luxurious 5T 
accommodation. Unique Thomson T- ratings enable you to compare 
hotels in different countries and cities, providing an at-a-giance 
guide to location, service, facilities, food and comfort. All 
accommodation has been carefully selected and graded according 
to detailed assessment by Thomson as well as from analysis of 
customer satisfaction questionnaires 

lb book your European break 

Simply call the Thomson Breakaway holiday hotline on 
0181 210 4515 immediately, quoting reference CI04X to make your 
reservation. The reservation lines will be open from 8am - 9pm on 
Monday to Friday, and between 9am and 5pm ar weekends. 

Then send in four tokens from the nine that will appear in The 
Independent and The independent on Sunday between the 6 and 1 4 
of February (inclusive). To validate your offer, please send the tokens 
with the completed application form below to The Independent 
European Break Offer. PO Box 21063. London. N1 8WY. If you 


would like a brochure, call the brochure hotline on 01 509 268 268 
quoting reference CBIN05. 

What your holiday includes 

The price of your Thomson Breakaway Cities holiday is per person, 
based on flights from London Gatwick or Heathrow (depending on 
destination), sharing a twin room with continental breakfast in a 3T 
hotel for 3 nights in Reykjavik, a 2T for 2 nights in Copenhagen or a 
3T for 2 nights in Helsinki. Taxes and a complimentary guidebook 
are also included. An arrival transfer From the airport to your hotel 
is included in all Reykjavik and Tallinn holidays. 

Additional Information 

Single rooms are subject to supplement and may be limited in 
availability. Other durations may be available at a supplement. 

Accommodation only: If you prefer to make your own independent 
travel arrangements, why not book your accommodation through 
Thomson Breakaway? With prices starting from only £28 per person 
per night, not only will it give you peace of mind, but it could save 
you money too. Ask reservations for details. 
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Lasmo shares rise as 
oil predators circle 


JjASMO, the oil group cud- 
up to Enterprise Oil, 
may be in the sights of a Con- 
□nental predator. 

The shares flared 24p fafier 

to I185p in busy trad- 
ing as stories swirled that 
Kspsol, the Spanish oil group, 
and ENI, the Italian operator 
could be planning takeover 
shots. BG, tiie old British Gas, 

was another in the frame. 

ENI refused to comment 
about Lasmo although it did 
deny weekend reports it was 
set to descend on Enterprise, 
up I0.25p to 234ip. 

Last month Enterprise and 
Lasmo admitted they were 
talking merger; they also said 
they were in discussions with 
other parties. There were sug- 
gestions in some quarters that 
the merger negotiations were 
near to breaking down but 
sources said they were on the 
verge of being successfully 
concluded. 

The slump in the crude oil 
price has devastated the in- 

YET ANOTHER share index 
Is likely to appear; possibly 
in the fullness of time 
challenging the dominance 
of Fbotsie. The creation of 
oil goliath BP Amoco and 
the growing integration of 
world stock markets has 
prompted thoughts that 
there is a need for an 
index covering the mega, 
multi-national groups. BP 
Amoco, Fbotsie’s biggest 
constituent, has a value of 
£87bn with its shares held 
fairly equally between 
British and United States 
investors. 


dustry, it was a mjijar influence 
in British Petroleum’s merger 
with Amoco, creating Britain's 
biggest company representing 
6 per cent erf the Bbotsie index. 
Shares of Enterprise and 
Lasmo have crashed. Eighteen 
months ago Enterprise was 
riding at 729 jp; last year 
Lasmo almost reached 300p. 

Pour years ago Lasmo. 
after a furious takeover battle, 
managed to resist a bid from 
Enterprise which was left with 
oil all over its corporate face. 
Lasmo is not thought to be 
over-keen on surrendering its 
hard-won independence to 
Enterprise so soon after its 
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famous victory. It is felt if an- 
other company shows suffi- 
cient interest it would be 
anxious to talk. 

The stock market had an- 
other busy, if lacklustre, ses- 
sion with turnover again 
topping l billion shares. Ibot- 
sie sadly lacked inspiration, 
ending 20.4 points lower at 5, 
834.9. Even tiie mid cap index 
faltered but the small cap 
again kept the flag flying with 
a 72 advance to 2,217.1. 

Bids and deals again con- 
tributed to the proceedings. 
Ladbroke galloped 38p to 
269p in response to its agreed 
cash and shares take over of 
StaMs, the casino and hotel 
chain. Stakla, on hopes of a 
counter bid, rose I6p to 157p. 

The deal filtered through to 
bewhiskered old bid favourite 
First Leisure, up lOp at 
21IL5p, but Northern Leisure, 
strong last week on specula- 
tive talk, fell lip to 137 jp. 

BTs internet deal with Mi- 
crosoft lifted the telecom 
group, said to be about to 
strike at a Dutch telephone 
company called Equant, 7.5p 
to 935p. Renewed talk that 
ScottishFower planned to de- 


merge its telecom side pushed 
the shares 7p higher at 607p. 

Sun Life & Provincial fell 
again - 9p to 482p. The insur- 
er's steady decline has re- 
duced the value of its bid for 
GRE, ofEIL5p at 351 _5p. There 
are suggestions Royal & Sun 
AJZiance J aff425pto475p,may 
soon be tempted to roD out a 
hostile bid if the Sun takeover 
price continues to drift lower 

Rebus, a computer group, 
gained I8p to I77.5p after a 
Bermudan investment group, 
which in a raid picked up near- 
ly 30 per cent erf capital, mount 
ed an agreed bid. Pycrafl & 
Arnold, aloss adjuster; rose ISp 
to 6&5p after reportinga bid ap- 
proach but warning any offer 
would not be much above 5&5p. 

Limelight; the bathrooms 
and kitchens group where a 
bidder hnks, edged ahead 4j5p 
to 47p but taxi-maker Maga- 
nese Bronze, denying reports 
of an offer lost an early 29p 
gain to eid unchanged at 2 G 6 p. 

GB Railways, at one time 
around I 80 p higher ended 14p 
ahead at 157.5p after denying 
bid talks. First Group was 
said to be the interested party. 

The bid ferment continued 
among pub companies. Cafe 
Inns frothed ahead 2 Op to 
224p after admitting bid talks, 
thought to be with Century 
Inns. Bp up at 122 Jp. Pnbs V 
Bars duly confirm edit was in 
talks to buy unquoted pub 
chains and rose 2p to 52p. 

Showbiz group EMI was at 
one time up 20^5p on a report 
of Rupert Murdoch interest; 
the price closed up just S.25p 
at 453. 75p. Engineer FKL 
hardened XL5p to 175p on 
suggestions of a 200 p-a-share 
management buy out led by 
chairman JeffWhalley. West 
LB Pawn ore believes a fair 
value level is 250p. And talk of 
developments at Debenhams. 
the department stores chain, 
produceda95p gain to 423 jp. 

Away from bids and deals 
RMC, the building materials 
group, ended 7.5p lower at 
750.5p after a rogue trade, sub- 
sequenffycancefled, had briefer 
smashed the price to 65L5p. 

Gall ah er, the cigarette 
group, fell 10 jjp to 414J5p as its 
Royal Warrant went up in 
smoke but glass-maker PQk- 
ington rose 7p to 7i5p as bid 
talk continued. 

Banks were weak ahead of 
their profits season with Na- 


tional Westminster off 30p to 
l,144p. But utilities returned to 
favour with investors encour- 
aged by their safe haven status 
and dividend yields. Thames 
Whler splashed 42p higher at 
l,099p. Mining shares also 
came in from the cold. Bfflitan 
rose lip to I26p and RioTin- 
to 39p to 79 Op. Lonrho gained 
lOp to 355p. Deutsche Bank 
upgraded Rio to out-perfbrm 

riaimmg that high q uality min- 

ers are coming back into 
vogue. Firmer metal prices 
were another influence. 

Scotia rose 29p (after 37p> 
to 9&5p following the after 
(inching of a deal with US food 
giant General Mills to sell its 
OKbra weight control product; 
the shares were once 800 p. 

Comma, a computer group, 
logged a 22.5p gain to 225p 
after Peel Hunt suggested a 
280p target and forecast prof- 
its of £2.7m (£2mJ for the year 
ending next month. 

Hornby, the tcry-makei; held 
at i635p after H I Samuel sold 


SHIELD DIAGNOSTIC 
shaded lOp to 460p. There 
are worries that its 
proposed merger with Axis 
BiochemicalS is r unnin g 
into difficulties. But the 
group said it was still 
talking to the Norwegian 
group and a merger 
agreement should be 
struck later this month. 

As part of the tie-up^ 

Shield is likely to have to 
raise up to £12m, probably 
through a rights issue. 

The shares hit 550p when 
the deaf was announced 
last month. 


990,000 shares, representing 
1L8 per cent of the capitaL It 
is left with L9 per cent. 

NSB Retail, offering com- 
puterised retail systems, rose 
27 jp to 262J5p after leather 
& Greenwood suggested prof- 
it reached £L8m last year; will 
hit £2.9m this and £5 Am next 
On the Ofex market Easy- 
Screen, providing dealing sys- 
tems for futures and options 
markets, had another rip roar- 
ing session, up 145p. Shares 
were floated last morrih at 167p. 

SEAQ VOLUME: 1 billion 
SEAQ TRADES: 76,010 
GILT INDEX: 115.43 -0.43 
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Safeway figures bring 
cheer to supermarkets 


By Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

Safeway yesterday provided 
some upbeat news for the su- 
permarket sector with a solid 
Christmas trading update which 
showed the company had es- 
caped the squeeze on sales 
which has affected Sainsbury's. 

Safeway’s sales in the six 
weeks over the Christmas and 
New Year period were up by 23 
per cent on an underlying basis, 
stripping out petrol sales. 
Though this is behind the 4A per 
cent sales rise reported by 
TCsco last month, it is well 
ahead of the 1 2 per cent gain an- 
nounced by SaLnsbury’s in its 
disastrous trading statement 
last Friday. 

Safeway 's margins have 
been slightly affected by an in- 
crease in promotional activity on 
its best-selling lines as well as 
a mini price war on specific 
products such as eggs, milk 
and now bread. 

The company's shares edged 
2p lower to 276J>p on the news 
after an initial rise suggested re- 
lief that the figures contained no 
unwelcome surprises. Colin 
Smith, chief executive, who has 
issued several warnings on prof- 
its in the pastyear or so. said the 


Market uaKie:£3.1bn. share price 276 5p (-3pj 

Trading record 9A 95 96 97 

Hummer (Hm) 5.6 5.8 6.1 6.t 

Pre-tax p nones (Em) 361.8 175 6 429.4 420 

Earnings per share (p) 22.6 8.3 26.4 26.1 

Dividends per share (p) 115 12.Q 12.75 14. 

Sales increase 1 Share price 


94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

5.6 

5.8 

6.1 

6.6 

6.9 

361.8 

175 6 

429.4 

420.6 

340.2 

23.6 

8.3 

26.4 

26.8 

22.1 

11 5 

12.0 

12.75 

14.1 

14 1 


j Share price 

1 pence 

420 1 


CAristmas' 17iveeksto 
New Year 6 February 


□ Same store 
sales 


i 'Total * 

I sales l 220 



94 95 96 97 98 


figures reflected the compa- 
ny’s attempts to improve prod- 
uct availability and value after 
last year's problems. He also 
claimed Safeway has outper- 
formed the industry sales av- 
erage for the past nine months, 
though analysts said this had 
onJy been achieved by investing 
heavily in the gross margin. 


“These figures are nothing to 
get carried away about." said 
one analyst. “In the first six 
months of the year they were 
giving a lot away on margins and 
in the last three months they 
have been up against very easy 
comparisons." 

A glance at Safeway ‘s shore 
price tells the story. The shares 


are wdl off their peak in the sum- 
mer and over the past year 
have under-performed the Ail 
Share by 28 per cent. Market 
share has been more or less 
maintained at around 9 j per 
cent but Safeway has not made 
up ground even on third placed 
Asda, let alone on the market 
leaders. 

Management will brief ana- 
lysts later this month on Safe- 
way’s brand positioning. The 
company has made much in the 

past of its focus on targeting 
higher-spending younger fami- 
lies. But this is hardly unique 
and Safeway 's claim to be more 
family-friendly is only backed up 
by services such as creches in 
a small proportion of stores. 

The board is soon to be 
strengthened with the appoint- 
ment of a new retail director 
This may help improve focus but 
the fact is that Tesco’s increas- 
ing grip on this sector means ri- 
vals arc liaving to compete 
ferociously just to stand still. 

On full-year profit forecasts 
of £350m, the shares trade on a 
forward multiple of 12. This is 
cheap for a supposedly defen- 
sive (day but ns one analyst puts 
it, given the increasing compe- 
tition, "the shares are only like- 
ly to tread water". 


Profits rise at PizzaExpress 


PIZZAEXPRESS yesterday 
pledged to continue its 
aggressive restaurant opening 
programme, despite seeing a 
sharp slowdown in sales in the 
first half of the yean 

The company which brought 
Otin-crust pizzas to the masses, 
plans to add at least 15 outlets 
over the next six months, in 
addition to the 16 eateries 
opened in the first part of the 
yean The openings will bring 
the total number of restau- 
rants in the UK and Ireland to 
over 200, compared with just 65 
five years ago. “In 1985, the 
most distant PizzaExpress 
from London was Bristol In 
1999 our pizza will be enjoyed 
in restaurants from Aberdeen 
to Plymouth,” the chairman 
David Page said. 

Bis comments came as the 
company reported a 40 per 
cent rise in interim pretax 
profit to £13 . 2 m. The rise came 


BY FRANCESCO GUERRERA 

despite a slump in sales 
growth. Like-for-iike sales 
increased by 3 per cent, down 
from around 10 per cent last 
year, as the difficult economic 
conditions kept customers 
away from the restaurants. 
The company's Pasta di Milano 
and the recently-acquired Cafe 
Pasta outlets were also disap- 
pointing and failed to contribute 
to profits. 

The chief executive, Ian 
Eldridge said he was not wor- 
ried by the gloomy economic 
outlook. "I don't see any wors- 
ening of underlying demand. 
There is still money in people’s 
accounts even though cus- 
tomers are a bit more careful 
these days." Mr Eldridge main- 
tained that: the economic down- 
turn had pushed rents down, 
helping the company to reduce 
costs and boost margins. 



David Page: Expansion 
plans continue apace 

City analysts noted that the 
company was less exposed to 
the economic vagaries than 
some of its rivals because its 
meals were cheaper. “The 
average spend per visit is quite 
low - around £10 - and they 
could even benefit if people 
trade down from more expen- 


sive offerings.” one observer 
said. According to Ian Bern - at 
broker Beeson Gregory. Pizza- 
Express shares, which fell 7.5p 
to 747.5F yesterday are a "buy". 

He said the stock, on 23 
tiroes 1999 earnings forecasts 
of around £29m, should be 
boosted by Pizza Express's 
good short term growth pros- 
pects. "The company is going 
to grow because they have a 
good track record, a simple 
formula and very strong cash- 
flow thanks to good margins.” 
A large slice of future growth 
will come from abroad, as Piz- 
zaExpress plans exporting its 
successful formula overseas 
in an effort to move away from 
the saturated UK pizza market 
The company has outlets in 
a number of overseas countries 
- including Egypt, Cyprus and 
India - and wants to have over 
100 restaurants outside Britain 
within four years. 
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In Brief 

B&B letter plea 
to members 

BRADFORD & BINGLEY said 
it was sending letters to all 
2.5 million of its members 
urging them to reject a reso- 
lution calling for the building 
society to become a bank. 
Lindsay MacMnlay, chair man , 
and Christopher Rodriguez, 
chief executive, want mem- 
bers to vote against the reso- 
lution at the society's AGM 
on 26 April 

Unilever sale 

UNILEVER yesterday said it 
had agreed to sell a German 
salads and dressings business 
with sales of £i75m to Glide 
Investment Management, a 
Dutch global investment fund. 
A division of Fritz Horaann 
Leberismittelweke, the busi- 
ness was sold for an undis- 
closed sum as part of 
jffiUnilever’s drive to focus on its 
core activities. 

Sweet price 

HILLSDOWN HOLDINGS has 
sold its Continental Bakeries 
division to Industri Kapital a 
European private equity fund, 
for £42m. Continental which 
saw profits of 7.2m euros _ 
(£4.9m) in 1997. sells biscuits 
in the Netherlands, Germany 
and Belgium and is known for 

^ its Pirou chocolate wafers. 

r Roadshow stake 

WPP GROUP, the world's sec- 
ond biggest advertising com- 
pany has taken a 49 per cent 
slake in International Pre- 
sentations Ltd. IPL, which 
had revenues of £7.8m fost 
... year, specialises in road- 
• ^allows for governments and 
J ffempanies wanting help with 
private equity' offerings. 

£55m for Vickers 

VICKERS, the engineering 
group, vesterday predicted 
profits for 1998 before tax and 
exceptional® would come in at 
£55.6ra, slightly above expec- 
tations. The group plans to 
recommend an unchanged 
final dividend at 4.5p; shares 
ended up 1 jp at 149 jp. 


LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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LIFFE FTSE 100 INDEX OPTION 
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50 

29 215 26 
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47 

28 255 25 

150 
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A23 
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5850 

20 

26 292 25 
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ENERGY at 5.30PM 


Brent CndelSrtamSJGas O0[SA«™) OT Cn^Srt»n*l) 


1PE Las** dig MW IPE Chose dig Uol NY» 
Mar 10.44-0 0111375 Feb 93 25-1.00 6435 M*r 
Apt 10.53 0.03 IH73 Mar 93.75-0.75 4 776 
May 10.75 0.03 3884 Apr 9530-1 J5 1820 May 

Jun 


Last- dig Spot OF NW Eur 
11.87 0.07 Gaso8ne95 115.00 
12.00 0.05 Napftdu 97.50 
12.15 0.06 Gasoa 94.50 

12.29 0.06 FudCfil (3-5%s)59J0 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES 


BASE DATE 
1970=100 


Agricultural 1970=100 


Energy 
Ind Metals 
Livestock 


1983=100 

1977=100 

1970=100 


Prec Metals 1973=100 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sterling _ ^ _ 

Spot 1 month 3 month 


Dollar 

Spot 1 month 3 month 


UK 

Australia 

Austria 

Belgium 

Canada 

Denmark 

Euro 

Rnland 

Ranee 

Germany 

Greece 

Hong Kong 

Ireland 

Italy 

japan 

Malaysia 
Merteo 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Norway 
Port u&i 
Saudi Arabia 

Singapore 

South Africa 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

US 


Argentina 

Brazil 

China 

Czech Rep 

Egypt 

Ghana 

Hungary 

India 

Indonesia 

Kuwait 

Nigeria 


OTHER SPOT RATES 


Sterling 

1.6358 
3. 0848 
13.54$ 
55.176 
5.6037 
38744 
360.60 
69-469 
14474.8 
0.4968 
142 21 


Dollar 

Country 

Srerflng 

Dollar 

0.9996 

Oman 

0.6300 

0.3850 

1.8850 

Pakistan 

81-907 

50.050 

8J775 

PtiHHpInes 

62596 

38-250 

33.716 

Poland 

6.1369 

3.7500 

3.4242 

Qatar 

5.9560 

3.6395 

2367.5 

Russia 

37819.5 

23110.0 

220.47 

South Korea 

1922.1 

1174.50 

42 4SO 

Taiwan 

52.757 

32.238 

8845.0 

Thailand 

60.141 

36.750 

0.3036 

Turkey 

555755 

339600 

86.900 

UAE 

6.0100 

3.6725 


LME (SAcjnne) 


AtanWumHS 1221 7222 5.00 1244 1245 

Aluminium Afloy 1042 1047 -5.00 1062 1067 

Copper A 1471.5 1472.5 18.50 1499 1500 

Lead 521.5 522.5 10.50 509 509.5 

Nickel 4750 4760 75.00 4B25 4830 

Tta 5340 5350 ... 5305 5310 

Zinc 1032,5 1033.5 13.50 1 047 1048 


Chg LMEaudS <3i gx 

9 802900 7425 

■3 94020 -440 

19 667650 925 

10.5 105025 - 275 

80 6622 2 18 

10 7330 20 

15 310700 -1000 


PRECIOUS METALS 


pm fli/S per oz pm fte/E per oz 

Day's Year's „ , Day's 

dig chg Year's dig 


Coins (S) 


Pladnum 353.00-2.00-45.50 Pladnum 216.50 0.10-25.60 Krug'rands 292.45 3 90 

Palladium 345.00-7.00105.00 Palladium 211.60 -2.95 65.80 Son 72.65 
Shier 5.58-0.02 -2.24 Shier 3.414)05 -1.34 Nodes 386.05 
Gold 288.85-0.55-10.25 Maple Lear 295.55 -10.96 


AGRICULTURAL at 5 :3 oi*m 


Cocoa 

LIFFE E/tanne 

Corree 

UFFE S/tonne 
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UFFE 
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UFFEEAonne 

Lge Potatoes 
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76.00 

May99 330.00 

Jun 99 519.50 

VU: 
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VbL 
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Vot 


VOL 

Vot 

3797 

White Sugar* 
LIFFE S/twoe 

Freight 
LIFFES 1 Q 1 U 1 pt 

Wheat 
UFFE ! 

E/tunne 

Com* 

CBOT Chncs/bstil 

Soya Beans* 
CBOT Sltbshls 

Mar99 230.00 

Feb99 842.00 

Mart9 

74J5 

Mart9 317.50 

Marts 13.15 

May99 222-50 

Mar99 860.00 

Msy99 

75.00 

May99223.75 

May99 79.35 

Aug99 219.00 

Apr99 924X0 

Jul99 

77.00 

Jut99 228.75 

JuBS 

35.10 

VW: 
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VOL 

25 

Vol: 

10 

VW: 5078 

Vol: 

21 


OTHER SPOTS at 5:3opm 
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16734 

387.07 

0.53 

0.30 

0.32 

0.08 

191.03 

463.54 

-12.30 

-16.50 

May 


(CM^snub 

67.83 

Mar 

White Maoe 

(SAFI S/100 mi 

639 00 

(CME) S/40bb 

6235 

Feb 

Rubber 

(TCM1 ¥; 5k kg 

73.50 

|CTNJ Sri5h b 

100.10 

Mar 

Cotton 

(CTN) 5/50k b 

602Q 
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_ 
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Crude Palm 
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INTEREST RATES 


Discount 

5.25% 

Repo(Ave) 

3.40% 

5.50% 

Denmark 


Japan 


n General Bank 

Discount 

3.25% 

Discount 

0.50% 

einaf4.50% 

US 


Switzerland 

llty 2.00% 

Prime 

7.75% 

Discount 

1.00% 

3.00% 

Discount 

4.50% 

Lombard 

3.13% 


Fed Funds 

4.88% 



6.75% 

Sweden 





BOND YIELDS 


Country 3m0i chg 

lyr 

chg 

2yr chg 

5yr dig 

10yr 

chg 

Australia 4.63 

0.00 

4.68 

-0.01 

4.83 -0.01 

5.00-0.01 

5.25 

-0.03 

Belgium 2.96 -0.02 

2.B9 

0.02 

3.08 0.00 

3.53 0.02 

4 05 

0.05 

Canada 

4.75 

0.02 

489 

0.00 

4.89 0.00 

4.96 -0.01 

5.08 

-0.02 

Euro 

3.11 

0.01 

3.03 

0.01 

2.99 0.00 

3.38 0.05 

3.83 

0.05 

France 

3.11 

0.01 

2.84 

0.00 

3.03 0.00 

3.41 0.06 

3.94 

0.06 

Germany 3.11 

0.01 

3.03 

0.01 

3.00 0.01 

3.32 0.06 

3.85 

0.06 

Italy 

3.08 

0.00 

2.97 

0.00 

3.10 0.02 

3.56 0.15 

4.05 

005 

Japan 

0.28 

-0.01 

0.29 

0.00 

0.56 -0.03 

1.37-0.13 

2.27 

-0.18 

Friends 

3.11 

0.01 

3.03 

0.01 

3.07 0.02 

3.44 0.05 

3.95 

0.06 

Spain 

2.95 

O.00 

250 -0.02 

3.02 0.03 

3.47 0.06 

4.04 

0.05 

Sweden 

3.61 

0.00 

3J7 

0.01 

3.32 0.00 

3.58 0.01 

4.15 

0.03 

Stand 

1.23 

0.03 

1.54 

0.03 

156 0.00 

1.95 0.02 

2.52 

0.02 

UK 

5.08 

0.00 

5.32 

-0.06 

4.79 0.03 

4.35 0.07 

4.32 

0.08 

US 

4.39 

0.10 

4.41 

0.24 

4.77 0.02 

4.83 0.03 

4.91 

0.03 


Treasmy Bins 
LIBOR 

Domestic Depos 
EorasterilngDeps 
EtoSsle Bank Bilk 
SurfngCDs 
EurodoBaf CDs 
Euro Libor 


MONEY MARKET RATES 


Oventeht 1 week 1 month 3 months 6 months 1 year 

ad Offer ad Ofier Bd Offer m Offer Bid Offer Bd Offer 

5.33 5.23 5.18 5.08 

5.50 5.50 5.59 5.59 5.54 5.54 5.42 5.42 5.325 32 

5.38 5J0 5J8 5.50 5.50 5.53 5.41 5.47 5^5 538 5.195 31 

5J8 5J0 5.44 5.56 5 53 5.59 5.41 5.47 5J25 5.31 5.195.25 

5.40 5.30 5 30 5 JO 5.15 505 

5.52 5.46 5.40 5.32 5 M 5 JO 5.175.07 

4.82 4.83 4.92 

3.173.17 3.16 3.16 3.11 3.11 3-05 3.05 3.833.03 
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Hilton 


Keep *urt'mw away from llir office - 
and Kind do mu when jour work b 
done. L'p^radejo a room with a 
Ilihon PowerdesJi. Till- powerful 
PC! elation proiidet. even'tliin= you 
need lo stay comierted for bibineM 
and pel wired for exriteJiivnt. 

Fumifiar Microsoft lille> like Word 
and Excel lei yon pel down lo 
bnMum wl iliin niouieulx wiiile a 
hipli speed modem lets you »cnd 
faxes and mi.iit any where in 
the Internet for the InteM 
bunnrss bulletin-. 


ff hpir 

inonQ 

iii ipj- 

Cl Li 1 ^ 1 MKwl -- 


To go online with Hilton Powordesk 
please call 0800 S56 8003. 



When you have finished, enter a 
world of excitement by exploring the 
greatest information resource ever. There 
is something on the Internet to satisfy 
every interest imaginable. Powerdesk 
also offers off-line fun with games and 
audio CDs. 

Available at London Hilton, Hifton London 
Heathrow Airport and 
The Langham Hilton, this innovative 
resource is fast becoming an essential 
option for Hilton business guests. 




To go online with Hilton Powerdesk, 
Dlease call 0800 8Sfi 8003. 
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SPORT 


^Racing: Trainer’s pursuit of perfection and attention to detail can add to the legend of Ballydoyle 
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Aidan O’Brien with Istabraq in the yard af BaHydpyie yesterday. O’Brien says his seven-year-old ‘can cruise at 40mph on the bridle doing a half speed. That's unbelievable' Caroline Norris 

O’Brien masters mysterious art 




THEY CALL one of the mountains 
above the Ballydoyle training cen- 
tre SUevenamon and legend has it 
that an ancient Irish king would 
|phoo9e as his bride the first woman 
$o reach him at the peak in a race 
from the flatlands. East runners 
and kings; it is what Baltydqyie is 
about to this day. 

Vincent O’Brien forged these 
training grounds with a little help 
from Nijinsky, El Gran Senon 
Sadler's Wells and other brilliant 
confederates. He is almost certain- 
ly the best trainer,of horseflesh 
there has ever been. 

If he is to be overtaken it may be 
by the who now shares the 
Ballydoyle dream, the man who 
shares his surname. They say quite 
incorrectly that Ai dan O’Brien is no 
relation. For he possesses the same 
quiet modesty, the studiousness 
and, above all, the horse skill of his 
predecessor Predictions are rash in 
thin game, but few doubt that the 
heavy Ballydoyle baton has been 
passed to the right man . 

For this is a training centre tike 
a other. Ballydoyie’s gallops could 
Snve been designed by Capability 
Brown. They were not built They 

were sculpted. It is an asto unding in- 

vestment and, like all invest m e n t s, 
it must be paid for. “It’s great but the 
disadvantage is that if you can’t 
make a job of it here with the hors- 
es, the facilities and the staff that are 


BY RICHARD EDMONDSON 
in Ballydoyle 


available then you’re in bother;" 
O’Brien himself concedes. 

Horses are great commodities in 
this corner of Ireland. John Magma; 
Ballydoyle’ s owner; is the glue be- 
tween the generations. He is Dr Vin- 
cent O’Brien’s son-in-law and the 
figure who liberated Aidan O'Brien 
from the world of jumping He is also 
the leading man at the neighbour- 
ing Coohnore Stud, and the fuel for 


'If you can't make a job 
of it here with the horses , 
the facilities and the 
staff that are available 
then you're in bother ' 


the twin operation is the nurturing 

Of talent ed animals which others will 
use for breeding purposes. 

“Making stallions is what it's all 
about here,” Tbmmy Morphy young 
O’Brien’s assistant and former jock- 
ey to Vincent, says. “Tb keep a big 
place like this going and paying for 
itself you have to make a stallion a 
year at least Aidan did it with King 
Of Kings last year and Desert King 

the season before that and he has 
to keep doing it 


“He's like the doctor in many 
ways. Both of them are very dedi- 
cated Vbu have to be here. They’ve 
both got verylittieto say They’re both 
quiet, laid-backmen. Km always get 
the impression that they’re always 
thinking, always one step ahead of 
you. They’ve no time to be c hatte r - 
ing Aidan can achieve great things. 
What he's done already is remark- 
able. All he needs is the horses.” 

O'Brien w£D get the horses, the 
raw material, and he win be expected 
to show the ability of a diamond cut- 
ter; polishing and shaping the valu- 
able goods brought to him. Reward 
and pressure wfll come in similar 
amount 

It is a package which makes 
Aidan O'Brien a particularly nervous 
character at the racecourse- His 
reticence in front of a television 
camera is such that it appears he 
may be the only trainer to have un- 
dertaken counter-interrogation 
training with Mossad in the Negev 
desert. If he ever gets a particular- 
ly difficult question he may ease a 
cyanide capsule out of his cuff and 
end it all. It is a lot to ask of a natu- 
rally shy personality one which is just 
29 years old 

There is, however; another Aidan 
O'Brien and it came out in the rain 
at Ballydoyle yesterday. At home, 
and with his horses, there is a 
chance to relax. The 100 Flat hors- 
es, 60 of them two-year-olds, which 


be will he nurture this year were well 
away in the main complex. We were 
in Margot’s yard one of Vincent’s 
overspill areas, where the few Na- 
tional Hunt horses which O’Brien 
now trains are housed 
There arejust six but they are no 
afterthoughts. Five at them will par- 
ticipate at the Cheltenham Festival 
next month and four are expected 
to win. Le Coudray the animal re- 
cently purchased for a reputed 
£250.000 by the celebrated punter 
J P McManus, heads for the Stay- 
ers' Hurdle. Give It Holly contests 
the bumper and Darapour has a 
choice of handicap hurdles. 

Poor Theatreworid, the runner-up 
in the last two Smurfil Champion 
Hurdles, is the one not expected to 
triumph. And that is because his box 
neighbour is the reigning champion 
Istabraq, ahorse of enormous talent 
The seven -year-old has saved 
the family name round these parts. 
His three-quarter brother Secreto 
became a viper in this garden of 
Eden by beating Baftydoyie’s El 
Gran Senor in the 19S4 Derby. 
Istabraq 's talents lie in a different 
field but are no less towering. He col- 
lected last year's Champion by a 
record 12 lengths and wonyingfr for 
others, looks an even more potent 
competitor this yean 

O'Brien hims elf has been struck 
by the change in the beast “Physi- 
cally he’s a stronger horse,” he 


says. “He’s grown and matured 
He’s gone real round and strong, like 
a sprinter 

“Wte haven’t worked him for his 
races this year and he’s had it easy 
in his races. He's gone very slick at 
his hurdles and he’s the star who 
oozes dass. He’s getting quicker and 
quicker all the time.” 

The final remark is not conjec- 
ture. “He can cruise at 40mph on the 
bridle doing a half speed,” the train- 
er says. “That’s unbelievable.” 
O’Brien does not arrive at this speed 


‘Making stallions is what 
it's all about. To keep a 
big place like this paying 
for itself you have to 
make a stallion a year ' 


by guesswork. It is what the needle 
tells him as a jeep shadows Istabraq 
along one ofBaltydoyie’s all-weath- 
er gallops. 

Istabraq ’s record of 14 wins from 
16 overjumps suggests he is an ath- 
lete of some resolve. The reality, 
though, is that he has a fragile psy- 
che and each day has to be the same 
or his temperament trill fold 

“He’s got as relaxed as he ever 
was but he hates being taken from 
his routine," the trainer says. 


"Thatfs wbyyou have to take him out 
first lot every day and leave him be. 
If you asked him to do something 
different he'd boil up. 

“When he gets upset he’s gone 
and he’s borderline all the time. It 
will always be a worry because he 
can go from being real calm to boil- 
ing over just lilfe that and you can’t 
do anything about it" 

There is nothing flamboyant 
about Aidan O’Brien. He has been 
the same since the first day of the 
1993 season, when he saddled his 
first jumping winner. When he 
stared at the mountain of Irish rac- 1 
mg it may have looked like a pitch- 1 
er*s mound through his spectacles, i 
He conquered it in his first year. 

The emphasis is different now 
and the principal task in hand is to 
make a Flat horse; to elevate the 
likes of Orpen, Stravinsky and Lav- 
ery to greatness. Before then he 
wfll attend Cheltenham and as 
his nature demands, he will travel 
in day trips so that he can be with 
his horses morning and night The 
helicopter from Ballydoyle to 
Prestbury Park will shuttle back 
and forward, an hour and a half trip 
each time. 

“All the horses that are going 
there look like they have chances,” 
he says. “There’s still a big buzz." 
Aidan O'Brien wfll have that sur- 
rounding him for the rest of his Bal- 
lydoyle Sfe. 
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RUGBY UNION 


By wyn Griffiths 


GRAHAM HENRY, the Wales coach, 
will fly to Dublin on Thursday to meet 
Steve Griffiths, the International 
Rugby Board referees’ development 
officer. 

Henry was disappointed with the 
way the English refer ce Ed Morn 
son handled the line-out during 
Wales' defeat to Scotland in the 
Five Nations’ match at Murrayfield 
on Saturday. Morrison clamped 
down on the Welsh tactic of arriving 
late at the line-out in order to secure 
quick ball He called them in to the 
line- out repeatedly, negating a tactic 
which had previously brought 
success. 

M We didn’t hare any problems with 
the Australian and Irish referee in 
the last two Tbsts, but Ed Morrison 
kept calling the guys in," Henry said. 
“It made it shambolic and increased 
the inderisioa" 

Roger Pickering, the Fire Nations 
Committee chief executive, has 
written to tournament sponsors 
Lloyds TSB complaining about the 
on-pitch logo in Dublin which caked 
Ireland and France players in dye. 

The blue and red dye was not per- 
manently adhesive to the turf, and 
Ireland’s green shirts were soon 
multi-coloured. France, wearing 
blue, had red stains disfiguring them. 

“It was unacceptable, and I have 
told the sponsors that they must 
explore the technical side of this to 
ensure it does not happen again." 
Pickering said. 

The Lloyds TSB sponsorship 
manager, Mark Harper, responded 
by spying “I'm not aware of any com- 
plaints. 1 had dinner with the Irish 
officials on Saturday night and they' 
all thought it looked great" 

The problem occurred when It 
started rainingjust after the logo had 
been completed, not allowing suffi- 
cient time for it to dry. “If it had been 
a muddy pitch the players would 
have got brawn on their shirts in- 
stead of blue," Harper said. “It 
hasn’t affected the score or made apy 
real difference." 

The New Zealand hooker Norm 
Hewitt broke down in tears yester- 
day and admitted he had an alcohol 
problem. Hewitt, who is captain of 
the Wellington Hurricanes Super 12 
side, publicly apologised for his 
drunken behaviour in Queenstown 
early on Saturday morning when he 
severely gashed his arm after falling 
through the glass door of a house. 
Hewitt, in Queenstown flora pre-sea- 
son warm-up against Otago, appar- 
ently mistook the house for his 
team's hotel. 

The 30-year-old has not been 
dropped from either the All Black 
squad or the Wellington Hurricanes, 
but David Moffett the New Zealand 
Rugby Fbotbafl Union chief executive, 
confirmed he has been punished. 

Hewitt said he would be seeking 
help for his drinking problem. 


Tomorrow 

He is Britain’s most 
successful promoter, 
but if Frank Warren 
had his time again he 
would not work in 
boxing. Interview by 
Brian Viner 


How Gatland’s folly relieved me of my lolly 


“OUR NEW Zealanders are better 
than your New Zealanders." So 

... . f i a. .i uaii hn«n rtiH 



to a gflsconsoiaie wea n mn u, 
gently into his half-pintin an Edin- 
burgh bar on Saturday night Scot- 
land had a New Zealand fallback, 
_£tntre and flanker, while Wales 

pasted a full-back and a coadu The 

r. ,i,nhwi> added a New 



eaianfl wmg nan mejr — — - 

As we know, rugby suppoitere do 
not talk in this way. Nor would it 
have been a fair reflection on the 
match. Wales were beaten fair and 
square in the forwards, Scotland 
having a quicker back row, which 
surprised me, and a stronger front 
five, which did not 

It is possible, though not perhaps 
profitable, to speculate on what 


would have happened if David 
Young and Craig Quinnefl had been 
fit I thought Wales would win even 
in their absence, but was insuffi- 
ciently confident to put any money 
on the outcome. As I wrote last 
week, Graham Henry, the Welsh 
coach, had produced the spine of a 
side but bas some way to go. 

Gareth Thomas’s presence 
would not have made aqy difference 
either. Dafydd James took his 
chance well, while Matthew Robin- 
son made several almost-breaks and 
otherwise did everything that was 
asked of him except prevent Scot- 
land’s first try -though that really 
came from Shane Howarth’s 
understandable, even excusable, 
inability to make a dean catch from 
Do*ig]as Hodge’s kick-off. 


Hodge is now out of the Calcutta 
Cup match at Twickenham in 11 
days’ time and perhaps for longer 
It is no disrespect to Hodge to say 
that Ms absence strengthens Scot- 
land’s chances. He is a tidy ennn gh 
player but is not Gregor Townsend. 
No <me could call Townsend tidy. 
With the Lions in South Africa in 
199? he was famous for having his 
kicks charged down. 

Bathe is also touched by genius. 
With Gary Armstrong to keep him 
on the paths of virtue, the Scots ail 
of a sudden, by dance, have a 
Iions-dass halfback pairing. Or; 
they can have one if they want it for 
it is being suggested that Bryan 
Redpath, who was injured for Sat- 
urday’s match, should return at 
Twickenham. 



ALAN 

Watkins 


I think Jim Telfer and his two 
colleagues would be better ad- 
vised to retain Armstrong, to fit in 
another Lion, Alan Tait, some- 
where in the back five even if 
Jamie Mayer returns at centre, and 


to leave the locking duties to Kenny 
Logan. 

Ah. kicking. It brings us to what 
happened in Dublin. Here I claim 
some prescience. As Lord Beaver- 
brook once remarked, if you do not 
blow your own trumpet no one is 
going to blow it for you. I suggested 
that Smon Mason should be picked 
at frill-back far his place-backing and 
that Conor O’Shea could be 
accommodated in the centre with 
either Ron Henderson or Jonathan 
Bell as his partner In default of this 
arrangement (which, to be honest, 
I thought unlikely), I assumed Mall 
Woods would be on the left wing, not 
only part of London Irish’s bade 
three but also taking the place 
kicks in preference to David 
Humphreys. 


I could not imagine that Warren 
Gatland, Ireland's New Zealand 
coach, would do anything else But, 
astonishing# he <fid. When he could 
have been putting over goals far Ire- 
land (though Mason would have 
been evermore reliable) Woods was 
playing for London Irish against 
Gloucester at Sunbury, scoring a try 
and kicking a conversion. 

It is, admittedly; impossible to 
say that in Saturday’s conditions 
Mason would have reproduced the 
faultiessperfbrmanee he gave on the 
previous Saturday at the same 
ground. StiH it was extraordinary folly 
by Gotland to go into the match with- 
out either him or 'Woods. Fbr once, 
that is not hindsight on my part and 
it is Ga tland rathprthan Humphr eys 
that I Marne for losing me money 


Not long after the war, the then 
editor of the Guardian, the great 
A P Wadsworth, wrote a leading 
article on the day before a general 
election advising his readers to 
vote Liberal. Next day he told his 
colleagues that, having done his 
duty to the paper’s readers (and no 
doubt to the'paper’s proprietors as 
well), he was now off to do his duty 
to himself So he trotted to the 
polling station to vote Labour 
Likewise I advise my readers to 
back France for the Five Nations, I 
then promptly backed Ireland at 
20-1. It seemed a good bet Indeed, 
it was a good bet But despite the talk 

of Keith Wood and others about the 
Triple Crown, Ido not now expect to 
see any return on what the book- 
makers like to call my investment 
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Cricket: The preliminary skirmishes are over as Stewart sounds rallying call to his tiring troops 

aim 


the independent 

Tuesday 9 ftbraity 



to dig in for 


final battles 


ENGLAND jbegan this 1 tourna- 
ment pro\iding abundant evi- 
dence of a force which could 
conquer the world.. Tlus is still 
not beyond them but since 
those heady days of three 
weeks ago they have some- 
times given the impression of 
a fighting unit that would have 
trouble annexing their own 
back garden. 

Perhaps this has been 
caused by an inadvertent re- 
laxation. knowing that they had 
already advanced Ear enough to 
reach the finals of the Carlton 
& United one-day series but it 
is a potentially dangerous busi- 
ness. 

Australia finished their qual- 
ifying games with a resounding 
flourish, jackbooting their way 
round the place with a total of 
310 at Melbourne, and have lost 
no time in suggesting that they 
now occupy the ground which 
matters and have a distinct 
advantage. 

So they do but as Alec Stew- 
art the England captain, said 
defiantly: “We're in a new com- ' 
petition as far as I’m concerned 
now. We've had the first com- 
petition when we finished sec- 
ond but qualified, which is what 
counts, and nowweVe got to fin- 
ish first" 

This was slightly defensive 
but Stewart has a point - it is 
what finals are for- and read- 
ily conceded that his side bad 
lost two games they should 
have won. 

There is nothing wrong with 
this side's spirit and nothing 
much awry either with the 
bowling and fielding. It is the - 
batting which has exposed their 
vulnerability. Stewart said they 
had made runs sometimes and 
sometimes they had not But 
too often it has been the latter. 
Only twice on the six occa- 
sions they have gone in first in 
this series have they made 
above 230. Once, they made 302 
and lost but that was the game 
at Adelaide where special cir- 
cumstances pertained, Eng- 
land failing to keep their heads 


BY STEPHEN BRENKLEY 

in Sydney 


as cool as they might have 
done and Sri Lanka batting 
out of their socks. 

draft have bowlers v bat- 
ters,’' said Stewart “We're all 
in it together. At times we’ve 
bowled weD, at others we’ve bat- 
ted well but if s a real team ef- 
fort" 

But he win be aware that the 
batsmen owe the bowlers a 
few now. If he and Nick Knight 
the openers, could recapture 
their proper form it would 
mate a marked difference. One 
of them has often got out early, 
neither of them has gone on 
when they have got in. It is per- 
plexing. 

Throughout the tournament 
England's bowlers have rarely 
let the opposition dictate mat- 
ters- Stewart has not had many 
options - Australia, for in- 
stance, can use seven or eight 
bowlers and often do - but he 
has juggled them sensibly. The 
new-ball partnership of Darren 
Gough and Alan Mullally has 
worked with comfortable pro- 
ficiency. Gough, as Stewart 
said, was the more explosive 
but Mullally was extremely 
steady. 

Mullally, indeed, has been 
one of the most parsimonious 
bowlers around He has never 
quite repeated the heroics ofhis 
4 for 18 in the opening match 
against Austr alia and has not 
been as uniformly miserly as 
Adam Dale, but he has con- 
ceded an average of only 3.7 
runs an over Date, for his part, 
has personified the timeless 
merits of direction and length, 
merits which rightly earned 
him inclusion yesterday in the 
Australian squad for the tour of 
West Indies. To win, England 
must try to hatch a plan which 
involves knocking him about a 
biLPiiKivhittmgmaynotbethe 
craze it was but the first 15 
overs are still important in set- 
ting the momentum of an 
innings. 


The next few days (the first 
of three possible final matches 
will be in Sydney tomorrow 
only if the rain relents, and the 
forecast is poor) will deter- 
mine not only the Carlton & 
United Series but will bring 
England closer to their World 
Cup squad. Different condi- 
tions - except the rain anyway 
-may exist in England in May 
but, if this team is victorious, 
they wDl be hard to 
disassemble. 

“The ultimate goal which 
was p lanned 18 months a gn is 
to make sure England win the 
TOjrid Cup," said Stewart “This 
is all part of the planning for the 
World Cup. We have to mate 
sure we have the best 15 play- 
ers who can win the Wbrld Cup 
in England I know what my 15 
are now but there are three 
other selectors. The England 
Wbrld Cup side of 1992 [which 
was beaten in the final in Aus- 
tralia] was one of the best I have 
ever played in. This one has be- 
come a very good side. We 
have made progress since a 
year ago and we have played 
some fine cricket in this com- 
petition.” 

Both Gough and Neil Ehir- 
hrother are likely to be fit to play 
haring rested their respective 

h a m stri ng injur ies and, although 
Englan d are insistent that the 
pofiqy remains of picking from 
the whole squad, their pres- 
ence is important to balance, 
power and psyche. Tiredness 
and, therefore, paradoxically 
stamina, may be a factor 

The weather may mean the 
use of the reserve day in Syd- 
ney on Thursday. It would 
still be a day-night contest fin- 
ishing after 10pm and the play- 
ers would then have to fly to 
Melbourne immediately for the 
second final on Friday. It could 
be trench warfare. En glan d, 
knowing they are about to go 
home, should feel at home. 
They probably must win in 
Sydney to take the series, but 
they will not be jackbooted 
aside. 



Darren Gough, whose hamstring injury has been a worry for England, warms op in Sydney yesterday 


Franks is 
called up 


Bichel chosen for Caribbean Tucker takes five 

in rout of Kiwis 


PAUL FRANKS, the Notting- 
hamshire all-rounder, will join 
the England A toiur of Zimbab- 
we and South Africa as a re- 
placement for the injured Paul 
Hutchison who had to ffy home 
last wee* because of a persis- 
tent back injury 

The England A management 
originally said they would not 
need to find a replacement for 
tilt’ rest of the tour, but a groin 
injury to tile Durham fast 
howler Mclvyn Betts has forced 
a rethink as they prepare for 
today's second unofficial Test 
against Zimbabwe in Bulawayo. 

Phil Neale, the England 
tram manager, said: “This is a 
necessary precaution because 
v. e still have three one -day in- 
ternationals in Zimbabwe and 
two four -day matches in South 
Africa to play after this week's 
unofficial Test match." 


AUSTRALIA, who seem to be en- 
gaged on a non-stop cricketing 
tour of the planet, selected 
- their Test squad for the tour of 
the West Indies yesterday. The 
team departs next week, im- 
mediately after the one-day 
triangular tournament 

If there was a surprise it was 
the inclusion of the Queensland 
Cast bowler Andy Bichel ahead 
of Mike Kasprowicz and Bran- 
don Julian. Adam Dale has 
been included after a sterling 
one-day series, though, in the 
absence of the injured Damien 
Fleming, the Test new ball 
attack is likely to be Glenn 
McGrath and Jason Gillespie. 

Both leg spinners, Shane 
Wome and Stuart MacGilL are 
included. Matthew Elliot has 
been recalled in the opening hat- 
ing spot left vacant because of 
MarkTbvior’s retirement. Three 
men in the squad have been 


by Stephen brenkley 


playing cricket almost without a 
break since September 
Steve and Mark Waugh and 
Ricky Punting were at the Com- 
monwealth Games, have since 
been to Pakistan for a Test 
and one-day series, have fea- 
tured in the Ashes and the 
Carlton & United Series, and 
now embark for four Tests and 
probably seven one-dayers in 
the Caribbean. They win then 
travel to England for the Wbrld 
Cup. Apparently, the Australian 
Cricket Board have nothing 
arranged for July and August 
but there is time yet 

The captain for the West In- 
dies will be announced on 
Friday. The three selectors, 
having chosen the squad, will 
nominate their candidate to 
the 14 members of the Aus- 
tralian Cricket Board That rec- 


ommendation could be either 
Wame or Steve Waugh and, 
while the Board traditionally 
goes along with the panel, it is 
felt there is a clear majority in 
favour of Waugh. 

The Australian all-rounder 
Michael Bevan has pulled out 
of his commitment to play for 
Sussex this summer and will be 
replaced by Michael Di Venu- 
to. Bevan, who was to be Sus- 
sex's vice-captain, is to have a 
year off from his contract be- 
cause of the World Cup in May 
and June and has signed a 
three-year deal to return to 
Hove in 2000. 

Sussex responded quiddy by 

signing another Aust ralian left- 
hander in Di Vbnuto. He has a 
first-class average of 41.66, hav- 
ing hit 4542 runs in 65 match- 
es. He has played in 33 one-day 
domestic games, scoring 877 
runs at an average of 3L32. 


Sri Lanka’s off spinner 
Muttiah Muralrtharan is to stay 
on in Australia for an operation 
on his bowling aim Murali wfll 
not leave with his team-mates 
after his country's unsuccessful 
tour of Australia Their manag- 
er Ranjit Fernando, said Sri 
Lanka will not be seeking any 
reaffirmation of MuraFs action 
by the International Cricket 
Council “There’s no need. The 
ICC has approved his action and 
there’s been no change," he 
said ‘‘We’re happy with his ac- 
tion. It was never a case of ask- 
ing him to do any remedial 
wmfc, and I dent see any reason 
why it should be done now. 
There's been no change in his 
action from then until now - 
thee sbouldrftbe aryprobtem." 


AUSTRALIA SQUAD (to l 

, M J Slater, J L Longer, 
i. R T Panting. 1 A 


■] : M T G BBot M J Slaw. J L 1 


M E Waugh. S R Wuig 
ty. 5 KVbme. i N < 


Heata 5 ifWtome. J N Gillespia. S MacGflL 
GO McGrath. C R MIBer. A J Bichel. A J 
Dale. G S BieweK. 


JOE TUCKER, the Somerset 
paceman, struck fear into New 
Zealand to put England Under- 
19s into a commazufing position 
in the second Test in TOUngton 
yesterday. 

lacker finished with 5 for 35 
as England, who lead the three- 
match safes 1 - 0 , bowled rat the 
Kiwis far 110 after putting them 
in on a green seamer at the 
Basin Reserve. 

England then lost their first 
four wickets for 47 to paceman 
Hayden Shaw before Michael 
Gough, the Durham opener, 
produced a captain’s innings. 
Gough had one let-off when he 
edged Ieft-armer Leighton 
Hammond between first and 
second sup, but by the close he 
had moved on tots and England 
were well placed on 126 for 4. 

Gou g h framri a wiPing partner 


New Zealand U-19 110 
England U-19 1204 


in Yhrkshire all-rounder Richard 
Dawson and the pair have 
added 79 for the fifth wicket 
New Zealand were soon in 
trouble in their innings when 
Michael Papps was bowled by 
Matt Whiley for a duck, and the 
Kiwis dumped to 8 for 3 as the 
next two also went for nought 
Jarrod Englefield, the New 
Zealand captain, tods the attack 
to England, but be had made 
only 20 when he cut 'Ricker 
hand and high to Michael Car- 
berry in the gully. A partnership 
of 43 for the seventh wicket be- 
tween Peter McGlashan and 
Michael Hendry restored some 
order; but Dicker and Whiley 
then wrapped up the innings. 
Scoreboard, page 23 


Ketola 

restores 

Storm’s 

status 


MANCHESTER STORM re- 
gained the leadership of the 
Superleague after winning 
their top-oHbe-table game with 
Cardiff Devils at the MEN 
Arena on Sunday night. Fol- 



i .i? 


Bracknell, Storm delivered the 
perfect front of a crowd 

of 12,036 to run out S-l winners, 
endin g the Welsh side's eight- 
game winning streak 

Jefi^Jablonski fired his side 
ahead after eight minutes but 
Devils, who recently ended 
Storm’s year-long unbeaten 
home record, drew level 
through Merv Priest just before 
the half hour. Jablonski added 
a second with 15 minutes re- 
maining and with the game in 
the balance, Stefan Ketola put 
the issue beyond doubt 
Nottingham Panthers can 
virtually concede their title 
hopes after they suffered a 5-2 
defeat to Newcastle Riverk- 
ings at the Telewest Arena. 
The coach, Mike Blais dell, has 
refused to write off his side’s 
chances, however but it now 
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appears to be a two-horse race. 

Riverkings made a lightning 
start when Hilton Ruggles beat 
Mike Zanier within 59 seconds 
and Blake Knox added a second 
by the quarter-hour mark But 
Alex Dampier's side threw 
away a 2-0 lead for the second 
successive night .as Panthers 
netted twice in the space of 74 
seconds through Darcy 
Leowen and Paul Adey. 

The second period came to a 
premature end when the refer- 
ee took a puck on the ankle, but 
Rrverkings regained the lead 
just 38 seconds into the final pe- 
riod when Ruggles notched his j 
second. A bench penalty thenp 
cost Anthers the game as Knox 
netted on the powerplay at 5757 
and Kevin Conway tucked home 
a fifth in tiie final seconds. 
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SKIRMISHES BETWEEN boats 
from rival America's Cup teams 
an Auckland’s Hauraki Gulf have 
triggered a police investigation. 

The pursuit (rfyachting’s biggest 
prize is still eight months away 

but tempers are already reach- .. - - 

ing boffing point, and Japan’s W '--'-'-L- * 'LU lyY A A ftlfQ 

Nippon Challenge have accused 






Nfopon Challenge have accused 
Ttam New Zealand of nearly 
decapitating their helmsman. 

Tfeny Newby, general manr 
ago- of the Nippon Challenge, 
says the hull of the defemfing 
team's support boat came with- 
in 10 centimetres of Chris Main's 
head “There was foul language 
and threats from the Tteam New 
Zealand efiase boat driver,” 
Newby allied. “Chris is a tough 
lad, [but] it knocked the stuffing 
out of him * 

The incident, which occurred 
late last week was reported to the 
police maritime unit Sergeant 
Lloyd Mdntosfa said; “We willnot 
tolerate this sat of thing ” 

Team New Zealand deny that 
such an incident took place, but 
agree that strong wards were 
exchanged between the two 
boats. 
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Laid leaves Light 
Blues in the 


pink 


MWH LAID, a ttonner Blue, 
gaw warning to Oxford as he 
he scored twice for Cambridge 
in the weekend’s Gown and 
Town game. The University's 
64 rictoiy was a good time for 
Cambridge lo return to form, 
nit h the Varsity match coming 
up rucI month. 

The Light Blues other scor- 
ers were Julian Costelloe, who 
notched up two. Colin Campbell 
and the Belgian Thierry 
Grusliii. University are still 
nine points behind the leaders. 
Peterborough, in the Premier 
Holidays East Premier but 
have two games in hand. 

In the South. Fhrehom con- 
tinued their winning form with 
a 2-1 victory at Blackheath. 
David Cousins opened the scor- 
ing in the 15th minute and the 
veteran Colin Bradbury put 
them further ahead just before 
the interval from the penalty 
spot Ravi Choda pulled one 
back for Blackheath midway 
through the second halt.. — ■' 


HOCKEY 


By Bill Colwill 


Wimbledon, four points 
behind the leaders, just about j 
keep in touch with a 3-1 win 
against the former National 
League club Gore Court Wim- 
bledon's Andy Cruickshank tak- 
ing advantage of the Kent side 
after they were reduced to 10 
men. Robert Wilding and David 
Alford completed the scoring. 

' Two South sides with big 
ambitions were in goalscoring 
mood. Former internationals 
Don Williams and David Knapp 
both scored hat-tricks for Old 
Cranleighans as they crushed 
Beckenham, League leaders 
jusfbefore Christmas. 8-2. 

Down a division. Old Geor- 
gians beat Oxshott 10 - 0 , with 
Gary Norton scoring five times 
for the second successive week 
to take his season's total to 30 
jn 14 games and the dub’s to 
To2 overall. 




WARWICK 


HYPERION 

1-50 Edwards 2.30 MakounJI 2.50 Native King 
3-20 Naughty Future 3.50 Tara -Brogan 4.20 
Avostar 4j0 Goodjhynelady 


FORM VERDICT 

Goodwood Cmflw has oi otovtous chance, but preisrancfl 
os for EDWAROA, who ran too fresfjr last line and may bo 
abia toga a lead from Baddtor* Roe bare. Edw at d tf a ate- 
hama te ImahMiway a among Dm TttJmph Hunflo ontnas 
-Inner Llglit end Jiflee Jewel era the others - but tost hia 
way on the Rw 
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CORAL HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS C) £10,000 added 3m 5f 


1 4.20 


INSPECTION: 7^0wn 

GOING: Good a Soft [ScfT bi placn on hurdles course! 

■ Left-hand reuse Run-m of 340 yard! 

■ Course o w of awn on S4C95. Buses from stations at War- 

[^: art Leanwigton Spa (2ml. ADMISSION: Club TO; Tat- 
te^iaDs £9 (card-carryng saudents half-pnca accompartsd 
urder.'es freoj: Course Es CAR PARK: tS m members camre 
of anne hue 

RVE-YEAB STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 25-106 [230^), D Nlefral*on 

C222ft,i Ik* J Pitman *72 018*1 N TDMes fl-SI (t3e%^ 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 22-66 (393% J. R Jotkuon 
23€1 CM7°ANWiBaraUnS«1 {Z&±\ A Magubtl 

■ FAVOURITES: T55JC9 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None 


2.20 


PR1NCETHORPE NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5^00 added 2m 4f 110yds 

aav ATOURS(F<73) Mss A H fterftn-SrnBut R3 — EByraeP) 

P-4233 BAftHALH BOY (31) T Caray 7 11 3 TJ Murphy 

W OflC0CV«r0»TODr«icteoi7T13 flJdmMn 


{WFP A N C EXPRESS (15)<CQ) J King 11 12 0. 


««44 CARIBOO GOLD (BQ K Bafley a T1 C 

n-213 NKUGKIY FUTURE fl^JJOTWfn US. 

52M RECTORY GAKjeiflflJH Daly ons RJotavn 

SUSY LUCXY pi] N H skJhst TJ 11 3 MARtzgmidB 

432342 OBAN [1^ [fciH KrKghta fj 1 G Bradley B 

■2232 SPRING GALE m(BF)0 Sherwood Bill- JOMme 


P«2F JURASSIC CLASSC (29} (CO) UsLRUods BUS 

Ifldwtia 


2EU2^S DIMG ™OPHY HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £1 ,500 added 3m 2f 




W-SFI 

OF SPOTTED STXIEMENT pi) S E 


6U3.. 


_R Ttwmtwi 


g Tl 3. SWyiwu 

OflMU ST«WeTa(29)M(N)WfiPa91l3 APMoCoy 

1-03F1 UAKOUMJ1 {□) N Handaram 5 tl fl _lt A nzgeofcl 

-Tdsdned- 

BETIWG: 44 mnaiwf. 6-1 lAd Noafi*. 6-1 Aioun, Strong W. 12-1 
Bptali Soy; CNoodrf, K-f Spiritod SUtMMdS 

FORM VERDICT 

MAKOUNJI is miefi tfw West wimet even if beddng ahort- 
prtced aw h e tper an ead nmrics chasers makes no appeal 
as a betting strategy. For those ceektng a togger-fmeed al- 
foniatm, Lord Node makes rnost appeaL 


B334- FULL OF 0AJ5 (30 Z) (CO) P HcbtB 0108 RDumtody 

R2-tS KNIGHTS CREST p2) (C) R Dd»i9T)3 CUmOyn 

MhMWytrOFFMffDJONeliooz DLaair* 

-11 dedarad- 


I Whg T2 122_ 


^ SJtafefi 8 c!S S 


1.50 


RYTON HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 
added 4YO 2m 


2.50 


36P6 1 ANOTHER ffiVEH) (39) (D) A P Jones n 4 B CXDOTd 

3S EDWARDA(6J)(CO)MPpe1Jt3 JLPUcGoy 

5ffies mraHKafnapE^jojuttowaa.- — DBynv 

a AKERNE(7)GP*»;ai2 WUmat 

3P PSNClNGDES VtSHp7)5Ue>arOa CVMb 

~ DORRWGTON(F34)5Baughai? LHny 


t 


IAN WILLIAMS W NOVICE HURDLE 
(Gualifieo (D) £4,000 2m 4f 110yds 

31 NATIVE KBlG fsr) J OW 7 tl V TJItapby 

12-341 MNSTON RUN (43) (D) I Wflbm 7 it ® Omey 


ETlMQ:5-lKalB» Gran 11-2M QrOd^CMioo Gold. 6-1 Naughty 
ftdm, Otao, 8-1 Lay B OB, 1M Sprtog Gala, ANC Exprssa. 1M fey 
Lucky, 14-1 Rectory Garden, Jurassic Ctmic 

FORM VERDICT 

OBAN ha3 acuto devns ai Bis bare lain baeboNed aTkriton 
last ttoift a nil which suggests he wfl «3y amSt ard It cai 
pay toteke the chance Ihetthe bfrtara nN wokageh. KnlgWe 
Creto has to be respected, *We Fu8 OT Oats is hareiy one 
to nio out despito hts aga. but bath coiAd smuggle lo cope 
with Oben If he's n the same mood as last time. 


fpip. 

FORM VERDICT 




IS QQOOWOOO CAVALIER (25) (BF) Mss VWSara a B 

NVnfamm 

BBHB««if(F36)Ufte0fi: Jiaw. 

3P M«tJGHT(FT5){BF)SP«Maet2.„- .NBMMor(S) 
DP JAMOf&i OANCS1 (31) H Barks O XZ UlUnk 


3 IMB1 LKawOBK(lfl)PH(tte7l1S ROranody 

4 G«0AIIH«a«Sm£p^UcsllldCie7n0-^JITtaMBO 

5 0- GONE BALUST1C (3S^ DMMnnBllO A Umey 

6 G EB»SA»eADpi4)UWMBBi7TI0 CltoUdB 

7 203P-0 KMG RU01T(17) Mrs S Johnson 7 it 0 RJehMOD 

a 004 MEADOWS BOT (40) BP*g 7 no JMntoi 

9 40-44 U0RE1UCT (131) N Kandnon 6 II 0 UARbaeoAd 

« 000- NQR‘SCASHP0ftRJNpBl)HCdtoG*^wat1 0— If Eflde 

tl (W Mcay[HJ«a5(ii5)Oaen«od6nO J Osborne 

a &52FB PWNCE7OT(T75Saw*arB»61TO SWym 

a STRONG f ■“ - 


3.50 


IAN WILLIAMS OWNERS HANDICAP 

HURDLE (C) £6,500 added 2m 4f 110 yds 

1RFP NOCXSWOTUPpeBtl'a A P McCoy 


5 71 B -JGofdsMi 


4- 1P0 CALL HY OIBr (P1 1) CD) R Rams 9 Tl A Rfagmkf 

1FWCI AOTONftfl OShavasdatl 7 i n*«^ 

5- T® TARAenOGMN I Mbms 6 II 4 RJdusan 


1! JULIES JEWEL (FlflMChacnaa a 12 WWgrtHbgUn 

B Zs SADDLERS’ ROE PB) Dftooben flB RJafnm 

a C3S0P TE BREAK (13) J JctefT. a 12 JG<*l*Mp(S) 

V X6 TOWS PRIZE (3J)Trta a E CEJeocNyn 

S HSSmSAQ9U(Pi60)kksDHania7 GRmay 

-i5dMfmti- 

BETTWG: 64 Edwanb, 7-2 Goodwood ConOei; 6-1 SadiSmr Ros. B-1 
toiywefy, 12-1 fansr Ugto, U-l ia— P-lna. 16-1 eBwa 


eruKViwtoraBno.. . 

_ 13 deebrad - 

BEITlMG: 7a N*tfm Mng, 4-1 WtoWonffem.1 Uto'iWo*. 6-1 Strong 
emmt, 10-1 More IWwy, MeWy Rafand, 16-1 Prince Tor, 2D-1 Men 

form verdict 

iftreo Royal & StitAiance Htwfty poss<3te s - NATIVE KING, 
Winston Run and Strong Cebinot - are Italy to domhete. 

StangCbbnembraecfaigsuBgostshensvbemaraofalanB- 

totm preposition than the prwioue wtnnera Using Artenw as 
a yardstick. Native Kng has the edge on Winston Run. ani 
looks Hit lass exposed of the pair. 


1/1PP- CUUJDWS£CTTOp87}(D}MteC Jehrwy 7 *}■&..- 

DI 

sap-4 TWO TO TANGO (T29) N TwrSat-Dawes C ITfl fltmrl^ii 


-Bdadmd. 

Mrtmjn iwght 70 m. wgwsfiw foEsigoaif IQt 

bbl liNGiMCaailyGoest.K'are a rooan.M Woetaky.B .1 
8-1 Oaxti escfid^ i4-i itn % lingo 

FORM VERDICT 

H can pay to rencsntiBto on CALL UY CBJEST and Claudia 
EtoeWe. A eajndoaae can be m adefcr the ofcfa r hoe a though 
he hes been farted to |ifit a stride appearance itwiarm, but 
there are grounds tar hasng aeawron Gbuda Becdite - goes 
ml trash -aiBcely decent odd& 




30Z JUST JBMY R71 At 

“aSEEHieSi’iiV— 


^arMter6n B ; 
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3 . 


3 TmSmSSi?S "Hntam,, 8 _j.vh™ 
fl 8 — Ur N FSUhr 








BEnmae-l BntodySnns.'SSSr 1 " 


dn.8-1 


10-, __ 

RMMUbi^ -™?- verdict 


16£ Honey Mountain, 7-1 W- 
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pp gj Tiutchev on 
I i^the rise and 

out of reach 


m-Ai :• * - 
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TWENTY-TWO runners were 

yesterday for the Tbte 

Gold Tbophy at Newbury on Sat- 
urday, but it was the identity of 
one of the scratchings which 

prompted a serious readjust- 
ment of the ante-post odds. 
When the entries app eare d. 
Pri dwell, the top weight, was 
missing, and so too were the 
next four names on the list As 
a result the weights rose by 
20fo, and Tiutchev is now the 
strongest favourite for the race 
since Vicario Di Bray, it) years 
ago. 

There are two ways of look- 
ing at this wholesale makeover 
for the Tbte Gold Trophy which 
is normally one of the most 
compelling betting events of the 
winter: The sponsors, natural- 
ly daim to be happy that all but 
one of the entries will now be 
able to race off their correct 
handicap mark, whereas with 
Pridwell compressing the 
weights, a dozen more would 
have been racing with more 
than theirfoir share of weight. 

From the punting point of 
view, however: it is hard to see 
beyond the 6-4 now offered 
against Tiutchev by the Tbte, 
which is the sort of price more 
normally associated with the 
favourite for the Champion 
Hurdle. Before Pridwell was 
cancelled out of the equation, 
Tiutchev would have been 
forced to run from 71b out of the 
handicap. Now, off his true 
mark, he appears to be not 
merely a good thing , but the 
best thing for months, and un- 
less Stanley Racing know 
something we do not the 9-4 
they have chalk ed up against 
Tiutchev will surely disappear 
long before the weekend. 

Tbe only piece of form mapy 


By Greg Wood 

backers will bother to study is 
Tiutchev’s success in the Lan- 
zarote Hurdle last month. He 
won, with plenty to spare, by ax 

lengths, yet he will compete off 

a lower mark on Saturday Until 

yesterday he was shoulder-to- 
shoulder with U fchiha Sands, 
who won the Gerry FSeiden 
Hurdle three months ago, in the 
ante-post betting. Now, though, 
^thiba Sands is out to 6-1 from 
4-1, since he must now cany top 
weight of 12 stone. 

Normally you migh t expect 
Martin Pipe, Wahiba Sands' 
trainer; to be less than delight- 
ed at this turn of events, but 
since he also trains PridweO, he 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Space Race 
(LlngReld 3.30) 

NB: Royal Preview 
(LlngReld 4.30) 


can hardly complain. The con- 
clusion must be that either he 
believes that Wahiba Sands. is 
good enough to win anyway or 
that one of his three remaining 

entrie s , Amffgp p*mw*f/»h and 

VfentD’Aout, win do so instead 
The bookmakers are not 
convinced, however; and dou- 
ble-figure odds are available 
about all three. The prospects 
do not look good for those lay- 
ers who, like the Tbte, have laid 
Tiutchev at all rates from 16-1. 
EGs take-out with the sponsors 
alone is £150,000. and their only 
consolation is tbe desperate 
record of favourites in the race. 
Mysflv is the only market 
leader to have obliged in the last 
10 years, with Vicario Di Bray 
who started at odds-on, EdeL 


Tran 
t rad* 
insiil 


Lingfield 


2.00 Cavalflna 
2.30 Winnower 

3.00 Danakil 


HYPERION 

3.3Q Space Race 

4.00 Spick And Span (nap) 

4J30 Royal Review ' 


GOING; Standard. - 1 

STALLS; fatale. except tin - outside: 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low numbers beat ip to especUy for 61 

■ EqMtrack surface; left-hand, sharp ifodulatfag course. 

■ Course la SEcrf town on B202& Ungfteki station (nerved by London. Victoria} adjoins 
course ADMISSION: One etidoeura CD CAR PARK: CU> £3: remainder fraa 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moore 86663 (03%). M Johnston 49-275 (t7&%). R 
Hannon 49-378 (0*1. Mtea G Katieway 44- 3TB (133%). S Daw 36-409 (38%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A dark 77-908 (127%), J Weaver 68-307 (22.1%), S Sanders 
65-563 mS%>L s Whitworth 55-392 (14%). R Cochrane 54-342 (£8%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 728-2163 (337%). 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: An Beocuthre Do (230), Muaaiat (400) and lady 
Carafine (430) have been sent 270 mtea 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Avondale Girt (430). 

f o nn) HURST POINT CLASSIFIED STAKES (CLASS F) £2,750 
^ ,w l added 1m Penalty Value £2,038 

1 -4005 HAWKAB (USA) p) (CO) (U Me) Iks G Ketew^49 1 P Fradarktem 3 B 

2 4fr» WMTWBW8GHrff)(C01(lh3Ntfocn^i)lteNlhMey49l»— .P McCraej y 

3 u 6001 BROUGHTONS B«0R{SQ ® 0 ^|«nlnsdMorJWIteffln S 8&— SWhtosto 4 

4 6200-0 FAMOUS (JB)(D) (Eros 0tURF^scat)J&idgBr68T2 RftUM(7)10 

5 04020 KEYTOTVE CTTY (T7) (BF) (Wtest Laras Art***!) P EcAs58 T2 — JBCtenffl? 

6 005-0 RASPB0WSAU(X(M(a3}{RMCy»)CC»Mr58e GttmrgS 

7 5-OOC TEOF1UO (12) (pidore Shall AMe*tae5 80 — — TtoetalB 

8 3354- CAVALUNA{USA)(B6)(MsEM&aha)K&ate480—-.-. p W «»ra(7) 6 

9 00060 BJGLSHIA0Y(35) (&i*hLadyOBeBC^ MHa|reB4 89 R0edmne» 

; « 44005 L'ESrABLER£UiaECTflffl(W«NJBnD«J)Batwn489 AOl*1 

-lOdedered- 

! BETTWG: 62 Km Tb The CBy, 61 VMing tbrigN. 7-2 TkoOto, 61 Maiteab, 61 CnWfca. 161 
Raepbany Sauce. L'Estehta Fleuto, 20-1 otters 
SS8 ftjb«on 7 9 T Dane ONei Tl-6 tw (Ms L ShhbN drwn B 5 "n 

FORM GUIDE n _ 

Mawkab:lripiowdbybt*areandmBi^winnwlw^mjBrtvPremlr^»irn 

weaKenromhe final 21 when 7th to Lycten over couywtBstance lag erne and 
only 3Jb better r with runner-up TaoWMo for 13V. lengtty 

wifcng KnlgW: OttBrt mslM the rerrirw and matte m«wT » wfo o meiaan orar corse 

and dstance fast week. Mtore to do hare ... .... 

Broughtons Error Modest hindcapiwon ujrin 

last ran on the NN here In November, 1896. but returns after a Wrrwnin Ny y 
from 25 outage. Beaten « lengths by Key Tb The CKy pod) when Btfi to Phfctar 
Kay TbTI^CCty^^ 

PWWar over TOt here last month, Fated to confirm Uwt form whan 7tt wwotver- 

hampton (Hf) last tana but worth anothartfunce rwamfoer 

Raspberry Sauce; Made al In a 

andpobaWy iraitad by the drop baefe In trfo whan ttth of « hare (71) laat time. 

- «• 

«•" ™> “LIS!, 11 * 1 •" “ 01 5 "* 3 

weeks law ®td one ® leew atone for the lane being 

VERDICT PaiJEcctes KEY TO THE CITY wra a useful hamfcapper in Ireland 
^ t jr^il^^1^i HO oaflfmce far hb new ya»d when run nawp to Phaetar 

, ■ o 7 ri DUNGENESS POINT CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 

2.30 f*2.7S0 added 3YO 1m 2f Penalty Value £2,009 

; 

3 ■* 

c «3M LfTTLE HEJWY (3) U G. VWWB) r 3 — o a 




fontwell 

, . * GofogiSoft 

3 _ Jolwwion’s Art—- — 

■ SSS'iSKfe 

conn CSF' CTfiL l»t Haray 
•’ mo: Cm gffmntfcap T _a m 

r' 1. IN THE BLOOD 

Z Jason-aBoy — "■ W g g,»1 

Mao ran: 4-1 Kybofe «•« sg-i 


SnSwoB MhSouaiB* 

> Pnhrt^ . — — “ p™*Uh* rPl 

B atrftM 

weapons Free, M-1 

10 ran. a 4, 'h isa H pWfcma. JMw- 
Oury). Tbte: win S2B0^ph» 

IISASifUHB 

2. Oaia gaPty My-M A FBzgeraw 7-1 

2too t ^w4^Hnata Derby, S-1 BWnn 
y-fl^n. 6-1 Frenehy Malta, 40-1 Cow 


weis Du MouSq and, 12 mouths 
ago, Graphic Equaliser among 
those who have failed 

Since there is £100,000 in 
added {size money on offec 
then should be a big field on 
SatunlaySinreTmtchevisnot 
a front-runner; there is always 
the chance that something else 
will &n in front of him, (and 
when there are boobies that 
need saving, cynics will muttez; 
something usually does). 

But one significant oppo- 
nent may no longer make the 
trip to Newbtzry. Nomadic, 
trained in Ireland by Noel 
Meade, wifi now be required to 
cany list Sib, which may per- 
suade his connections to get a 
refund on his ticket 

“We were really looking for- 
ward to running Nomadic, we 
worked him yesterday and he 
went very weH,* Meade said 
yesterday. “But, 1 don’t thinir 
we’d wantto be giving that sort 
of weight away, it wouldn't 
make a lot of sense.” Meade 
m^y stiD send Snow Dragon to 
the Trophy although he win not 
be confirmed as a runner until 
later this week. 

Wtfa Newbury running plans 

in ermfinann, punters farmed in- 

stead to the Cup yesterday. 

Tteeton was backed from 5-1 

to 4-1 with EBUs, as Venetia 
WQtiams, his trainee insisted 
yet again that rumours of train- 
ing problems with the King 
George winner are unfounded. 
Since Williams is fay nature far 
more open about her horses 
than many of her colleagues, it 
seems a shame that a few peo- 
ple continue to doubt her word. 
■ Yesterday’s card at New- 
castle and today's Carlisle 
meeting are victims of frost 
Warwick inspect at 730am. 




Wfo n o— r iWdubuf. Ran ft*foe for John Dunbp last season and beaten only <? 
lengths when nth of 20 on debut at Newbury (Bt good to fhm) in May 
Coral Rut Has ahown signs of temperament on turf and finished 3rd on only start 
on AW at Wbtvertiempton (71) In Jdy ividi Simpson’s Domain, who s fob better off 
for ay. lengths, in 8th 

Uttfs Heniy: Poof form In maidens and eeBers and a maiden after n atenptt. Only 
2nd Tun on AW whan 7lh tri t) to Naked Out at Woty m l m^ ton (Bf) on Saturday 
Martha RefWjr Bettor form h lest 2 outings on AW in ettmer (Tfl and a aetar (imj 
two end step up fo longer nip nqi sut 

Ca er d ydd Fade Setter form on Turf than «IV and rid not appear to stay Hf when 
5th ofB behind Pttafo at Soutfnrek lent month. Baaaen 2D'b lengths when 6)h of 7 
behind Lore Bluae etWdwrhampton (Bf) test tkne 
. Simon's Domain: fifode some headway under preseura when 8th to Tragic Dancer 
over couae and cfietance hot Tfena but 5fo worea off with An Exeeothre Do 

VERDICE AN EXECUTIVE DO returns to a dabner after two reepactable efforts 
h handlcsp company The only previous winnar fo the ine-up. he was having his first 
outing dnea July whan fifth to UMrtad here [TnJ las month tw lengths behnd Kfctg 
Ryar (Md). There are possfoBttes about MN doutante Wbmowar. 

fq fin] CALL SALES & MARKETING MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
p) £5^5Q added 6f Penalty Value £3^72 

1 QOOOO- AS1AAD(USA) (H) [APQnKf^ttiLShhbB^en RCodnsnse 

2 336 DANAtQL (13) (The Daettsis) J ftrts 4 9 T1 JCWrmS 

3 -0333 FREDSW*JAieS(6)P*aSR»fo»nes)H^rB8 59tl RlfoAil 

4 03022 U3VE0PB1A p) (BF) (ItaSDNton) J Berry 49 8 G Cadar 8 

5 65M SECRETTAMGOft^ [ATitot JRBest4 96 TS(nta7 

6 12500 SCWWADUS(t2) (P Ba7Sd) JLNsn«4 96 Deee HcXatran 2 

7 C0U£MCH0(R|CJ8BVI^i**)QLMDcre3Bl> .R Bddsnd (7) s 

8 2204- D0nlETTA(USA)(111) (BF) (SheM Mohanthe^ <J Goedai 3 8 5 ~AGarth4 

-■deefored- 

BETUNG 64 Dwfiette, 1141 love Opera, 61 Raderldt Jmee, 6-1 Colege Ctefo 161 DmU, 

14-1 Sewifitaa, 261 Aayaed.50-1 Secret -fongo 

808; Red fYppar 3 8 8 S KTMsortt D8 for (P Hmfogl daw fl 5 car 

FORM GUIDE 

Aayaad: Dtaappointhg on turf tor Barry We and sold tar 630091a ki July. Waak- 
ened final furlong when 7th of 10 to AJ Mabrook on MN debut over couse and ds- 
tance h Neaember and flret run einca 

DmU: Urracad last term, but ptacad twice in Fiance as 2yo Sttyod on final fur- 
tang wf«n Sth (beafon 4 lengths) of 13 to Dryad et Wtofvwhamptan (B) last month 
Roderick James: Lad unfi headed if out when 3rd of 9 fo Prodgel Son and Lore 
Opera et Wolverhampton (71) tast weak end has Ob pj wth nsner-tp tor i 'b tengdw 
Love Opera: Vaored fist time when rumer-i? to Prodgal Son at Wblwti a mp ta n 
(7^ last week, but is 68> worse oft fori 'A lengths artth Roderick Jamee (3rd) 

Secret Tango: No sign ot abCty on tiaf or omr hurdee. Fast run for new yard and 
first stoce February 898. whan 8th of V (beaten fi lengths) to Pefooegete Touch 
erver cotme and Uatanca last month 

ScwrOoua: Placed ones low 6t) last season tram 2 outings for Mcheal Bel and 
unplaced once for Dadd Nchote. Rret run tor new yard whan 7th ot to {beaten T5 
lengths) to PaJacagete touch over course and dfetsnca last month 
Collega Choir Unraced Colege Chapel getting out of ■ Lypharcfe Special mare. 
Stable hare gone over 7 weeks without an AW afonar 

DevBetta; Rare runner for John Gooden on the AW Runner-up In meidene on lurf 
tat season over 5f here and tf Windsoc Unndy h the stals when tolh of Hlo Subaen 
at Yarmouth (61) h September 

VERDICT. Provided DEV1LETTA behaves hereeH n the foals and gfos stray on 
terms, she shotid prove too fotarp. Danakfl, eold for toOOOixs h Ocfobec foiowed 
p iu in B e on He find run for Jack Barks tast month and looks the mein danger. 

lo on l ARENA LEISURE PLC STAKES (CLASS C) £9,000 added 
J ‘ JU I im 2f Penalty Value £5,462 

1 05364 GRAUiANO (S) (C) {Cdecrtn Ucrr ItackW N Liunodsi 4 9 B..T G Hdaugtdo 1 B 

2 052-08 VMlEPlABep) (Cl^(NSNett)K Burts 89 1> KCafcn(B)4 

3 2000-1 8PACERACE(12J{C)PMCy»)CCyaw597 QRu»rar(3)3 

4 30588 STATE Of CAtmOk (2C|(N Stals} K Bute 8 8 7 — D O— wy2B 

5 W26 UWEALCrTY(52)(8R {L UethopaJos) Q IMagg 6 9 7 ACforttS 

6 61 3CRAGGY8 OT6AM p8) (CD) (Cnfoeffo Ftaflly) P littfel 3 8 6 NPotadp)6 

-BdeC ta red- 

BEmNG: 64 Unreel CSy; 62 Speoe Rees, 7-2 Grefown, 61 Whta Plain. 61 Saaggys (keam, 
161 State Of CfotOon 

toBftSssnclar Starly 59 to D Htand 7-2 (CCyzs) ttaan (1) 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Crtemano: Ran as A he needed race on ftfo outtog since August when 4tii of 9 here 
(im) tast week. Kw shown he stays tNe longer trip and tfooUU come on tor the n»i 
WMe Plains: Has wn c Ones cmr corns end dstance. Had every chance untl 
weafotning 21 out whan 5!h to Darebno ewer couse and dstance in Deeerrijer and 
meets rwnanup Unreal Ctty on lb worse terms for &h lengths 
Space Baca: Improved form when nfonfog handcap here fl'Affi) fosf mouth on only 
2nd outing since lAty Hea non over ta so shoiianta be bothered by tkopn trip 
Stfos Of CauOoit VfoakBnsd final furiong when Sth of 8 to Nomore Mr Mceguy hs« 
ten} hi December and Unreal Clly (Bth. beaten 5 lengths) reopposas on seme terms 
Unreal Cllr- HeU by SIMe Of Caution on thefr nnwig here pm) h Decembat, but 
had MftiKs ptafne &/. lengths beck ki 5th when rumeMjp to Danww over course 
and datance before that and fo 1b better off 

Sc ra ggye Dream Stowfy may on debut at Brt^kxi pm) in October, but won emaid- 
wi over oouree and dstance foot month. Mora to do, but coJd be ai the upgrade 

VERDICT Unreal C3y ran a better race on the AW ever thta trip b December 
that he dd when dropped bock to a mio fast time. Howevec he fo rated behind G RAL. 
IIANO, who needed the outing when fcxrth here last week 


A nol EDDYSTONE HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3^00 added 2m 
^ ,w ) Penalty Value £2,634 

1 0636 PNLOSOfMC (21) (CD) (&fa£erB|jne) MraLJerelS f)Q RCochranelD 

2 1360 FATHH1 SKY (TO) (D) (X KomteU) O Swrwcod 8 9 til- 5Cwotl{7)l2 

3 00634 HAWK (1 0) (C) (HF) (BesiBoedi Partnership) G L Uocre 50 1) ^ — P Doe (5) 8 

4 04-355 CHABROL (CAN) (19) (QtereiftrtnenlfoiPGBgBn6B3.. J Quinn 3 

5 344C SPICK MO SMN (10) (CDJ (EsssndBre fartwsj P Hecflef 5 8 B — JUmOTfoHZ 

6 502-21 PADJUAf (1(^ (CD) (0 Buta. B Psdis, U Fteynas) U l-tiynes 5 fl U .TSpnfceGB 

7 -0043 NU8AtEE(8)(CO) pF)(C BmtoyflilMeheni PHrit) P Hasten 4B7 — DfoeGfoson? 

8 34063 BBflfil 11CSCBCS (1°) (RMCyad CCyrer584 NtarthDwytel 

9 OOtnO CHARLES BOLD (J67) (BF) (CteacGdC? ABaSey4B2 JVIbCtey5 

0 04003 APVTABO(1^(Ua*n)MOim481 CMtar9 

11 0233 HARVEY WWTE (7) (B S G fteeng) J Peats 7 7 G — __.._APi*(3)4 

B 080. STB0NH1AXA (J42) (H F L Stals Ltd) P Hobta 6 7 11 QBadwIII 

U 00204- CARMENr(«l)9tesQltewoo4ltaAPenfol57to PFreMy 13 

-ISdtand- 

iftfonun Mjgtt 7W 10b. Tme handcap tapfc Caenmen fa 8b. 

BETTING: 62 Pedauk, 61 Spick And Spen, 61 PNfotopMc, 7-1 Hirik, Muaataa, 61 BeMndThe 
Scenes, 161 CMid, ttarvey WhBs.12-1 CMVa Gold. Cbchreaot, 161 ottree 
ShanB 7 9 9 M Henry (31 61 W mi dam (5) 8 isn 
FORM GUIDE 

PtiBoeopMe: Usshi handcappar and won 4 times here (3 over the trip) last sea- 
son. No chance final 4f when 8th to Royal Routane over course and dstance last 
morah. Held at the weights by Harfic pro) and MuselsaKth) 

Father Sky: Ungerune fo nd er/c ha ser. Weakened 4 furlongs out when Bth of n to 
tadai* ewer come and dtatance tast month vrtth Spick And Span 2nd, Behind 
Tha Scenes 3rd, and Harik 4ih 

Harflc Holds Musetee and Philosophic on their nmnmg over come and dstance 
tast morttL but could moke no impression in ihe final 3f when 4tti, beaten 9 , .'.lengths. 
to Pedauk over course end dstance tast time and is 6fo better oil 
Chabrol; Found I'/.-m too short when 5th here last month and batter effort when 
3rd at Southwel pm) before thaL Has won once (darner) from 28 outngs 
Spick And Span: Led iva at out isrtfi headed if out when 2nd to Peduak over 
course and detanoa tast month and has a 2 to puB tar 1 7, lengths 
Pedauk: Ftady got off tha mark a hta 28th attempt when beabng Spick And Span 
v/< tongthe over come and (fistaree tast tlma but a 2b worse otl with the 2nd and 
5b vrorae off with Behind The Scenes (3rd, beaten 4V. tangtfisl 
Musa lee: On a 12to higher mark then when wtaraig over came and dstance last 
season. Soon pushed along whan 4th to Royal Roidette over come and distance 
last rnorah and 4b worse oft wkh Hartic pTO) 

Behind The Scenes: Unre labia (vmn once from to outings) but kept on one pace 
in the ftaal 3t when 3rd to Pedauk and Spick And Span over course and rSstance 
last time Has 5b pttf with winter for 4V« lengths and 3b better wah 2nd ter 3'h lengths 
Charflafo Gold: FkS outing on AW since flntahmg 7th to Philosophic with Behind 
Tbe Scenes: 4th here fo August, but has been naming over hunaee 
Appyabo: Maiden henefieappet and reappeared after an Tl-week layoff when 3rd 
ora to No Shoes No News a Southwel fi 'Ajii) tast month. 

Hsrrey Whke: Seems better on turf (has won * tmea at rssancea ip to mot) than 
AW. Vital handcapped on urf form, but has yet to show he stays tha tnp 
S tr ongda k a: AW OebuL Urptaced In 3 outnga r tretand las season at distances 
up to TVvn aid dsappoetong fo both starts ova tutoes ths season for new yard 
OdchBHmt: Malden hancicapper, outpaced 4f out when 4th id Coleridge over course 
and dstance n December, but has a 7b pul tor 4 s /. lengths with runner-ip Padauk 
VERDICT; SPtCK AMD SPAM, a wfonarover fvjrdtas fo October, chased home 
Pedauk over the come and dstance last month and his 29) pJ tor a length and a 
quarter may just be enough to enable him to reverse the ptaefogs. 

r/onl NEEDLES HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3^00 added 3YO 6f 
l H - ou l Penalty Value £2558 

1 50-tTI BOTAL PREVIEW (BJ (Q (DJ (Sr f%sr EtoteJ M Bel 0 12 |5e*j CCsrwr(7)1 

2 48240 CAinTIEr«CUTBn^(fo(D){UrgA3vdn|NM3taey87.JtiranfoSgndm5V 

3 0266 LADYCARDUC(t9) (CD)(HemMOftEet(£flMJohnstm97 — RRhPnfck(98 

4 3066 AVOWM£G«L(19)(CAlynch9CD»yer95 NCe*m(5)2E 

5 460-12 WBTSOE HYBR (7) (D) (K fifosenj A Kdfotcy fl 8 - 0 Sw a on vy 3 

8 03040 CRHeEAMp Spice) RSocer 80 APoBW7 

7 64432 NICHOLAS W9TRS8 (9 <JE Attar) P Evans 7 II — JQuh»4 

-rdtamd- 

fiemNG: 34 Royal Presto* 7-4 Wtetskfo Byte 61 Lady Catfioe, 61 Mdwlas WstraM, IM 
Asonttata GM, 161 Cradsnza, 261 Caatgatyovtsatfi 
no corrwpondng race 

FORM GUIDE 

floyo! Preview: Much improved on HN and complet e d a hal-trek when making al 
at Vfctrarhampton (81) fast rraflk wrth Cmag«bowbntOi Rh Bto htfwr 
Centgttyourbreath: Soon dropped oul after 2f when tast of 9 (beaten 34 lengihs) 
behind Royal P r e vie w al Wbhe rfa mpn n (Bf) last week and onfy 6b better fo 
Lady CaraBne; Itade rd to wh over come and dstance fo December and just caughl 
ter place v^ion 5th to Kayo Gee here pj last month witii Avondale Girl 6th and 

Crederea 9th. Chance here ott a 2b lower mark 

AvomMe Girt Has twice fhMiecl belted Lady Caroline the season ana only 2b 
better off for 3'A taigfhB an thek tast running together. Seems better on fort stowty 
swey both runs an AW and Mrtared first tarn 

tateatakfa Ffoer Steps up in dess after taring a darner al Southvfol (B) last month 
and firsshmg 2nd to Llghi Breeze fo a seler orer come and ostance last week 
CredwaB: Maiden sekng handcapper and soon stmgtpng after 2f when last of 9 
to Ke»o Qee (Lady Carolina Sth and Avondale Lady 8th) over SI here las month 
Nicholas Mistress: Maiden handcapper, only modest form n sefere & dstaraes 
up to foi in 17 outings on hrt and AW 

VERDICT: ROYAL PREVIEW completed a hM-trick fo style at Ytarerhampton last 
rreafc and a abhtofo the weights may not prevent her from fotowfogm She waa 
anartiy away from the stafeisfta her two prevnua outrgs on the asweather, and 
dd not hare to be ndden out to beat fodan Swtager by seven lengths. 


Florida supporters 
may come a pearler 


FLORIDA PEARL is a top- 
priced 11-4 for the Gold Cup fol- 
lowing Sunday's win at 
Leopardstowu. But, a speedy 
sort, who is often low at his 
fences and looked at his peak 
on Sunday, he beat Escartefigue 
by only two lengths (Teuton MSI 
beat him by six al Kempton) 
and looks poor value. The Tri- 
umph Hurdle hope Knife Edge 
beat Golden Rule (received 
4Ib> two lengths in the Spring 
Hurdle, while Royal & SunAl- 
liance Nowce HuitDe contender 
Alexander Banquet gave Native 


ANTE-POST 
U PDATE 


BY lAN DAVIES 

Upmanship 61b and a seven- 
length beating in the Deioittte 
and Ibuch Novice Hurdle. Nick 
Dundee, favourite for the Royal 
& SunAllumce Norice Chase, 
won the Dr P J Moriarty Novice 
Chase by 15 lengths. Champi- 
on Chase hope Edredon Bleu 
gave Mandys Mantino 8lb and 
a nine-length beating at 
Sandown on Saturday. 


TOTE GOLD TROPHY H’CAP HURDLE (2m 110yds) 
Hoaa{1taerM0i) Coral WwHB Lobroka SM*y 


Tktttwv<DNAbentkrabl M ?i 


flttlaSmfoptfipP&i 4) 61 SI 


PctarPresMdpHottsmuifa] im 


MkUgfo logtnd 0 NdtammotH %t 




Mnrenira{ft RK £jrJm*yiifa*rff»Mtt pbtte I .’.J Jrttw&n i&nn' 


SUPREME NOVICE HURDLE (2m 110yds) 
Hnv(Torer) Cord WDW Ladhratea 


Jo» Ifoe (C ftxteta] 


CtatihUMWMMih W 61 W 

MWntalNHnknon] 61 ’ :T' 


Cokmi Itegir (W lyrditf 161 161 161 


OHiSmFDDUWtfr) 161 61 61 


EacfHMyisaBrfcred&ptatel 23|DdHtar fasatoy ifi User- 


ARKLE CHALLENGE TROPHY NOVICE CHASE (2m) 
Hom (tonal Coal VtoM tataetot Sa% toe 


KtoSonglMUnreV) 61 51 61 11-3 U-2 



CHAMPION HURDLE (2m 110yds) 


Tiutchev on his way to victory in Kempion’s Lanzarote Hurdle Edward Whitaker 


Hone (toner) 

Cota 

Draw 

latmtoa 

Statiay 

Dm 

fetanqlAO&arm 

li 

w 

+7 

12 

613 

Francb Holy (E Hrphyt 

161 

61 

81 

61 

51 

BtoatagWndlUPpe) 

361 

261 

261 

261 

261 

ThtidwvpNdcbon) 

PI 

PI 

PI 

261 

261 


&1 

261 

261 

261 

261 




£ao5«vaquai9r foe odkk. j*cw I. Z 3 lOmtutm. leaky » UncA) 


ROYAL ft SUNALLIANCE NOVICE HURDLE (2m SI) 
Hi»(Iwh) Cm! titaM Labntei Saury dm 


Barton (TEastaBy) 2-1 W 2-r 64 94 


AtaanderBnqwtfiVtibEM 61 61 61 


CMbaltMPMteadrtfi 61 61 61 


Otf»Rowi(N'h«awOaW^ tot tol tot ti-1 toi 


AIGonglNHataaoi) 261 fl-1 N-i fl-1 


&*a*agrear«»a*fcAh« f. i 3(CWBtan NtiifoKty f7Marofu 


QUEEN MOTHER CHAMPION CHASE (2m) 


Hooaftaw) Cota 1 WoM Labe tire Star 

tey to 

□tract Route (J H Jchnson) 41 41 82 

7-2 

62 

Edradoo titan 0fc&HKn0i) 61 61 61 

£ 

M ! 

Aakbn(T^ 7-f 51 51 

:-i 6i j 

QJ Equinam p Ndatis) 61 61 61 


61 

LafcaKatoa (PNchofc) IM IM IM 1 

M 

IM 


EMmya guMartaakk ptew i. Z 3 rOwtanran. BW«d4 rr Muft 1 


ROYAL & SUNALLIANCE NOVICE CHASE (3m If) 
NmM Co of NtaKI labntac Stater to 


Ktt OuKtov (E OGfadyftfl M 2-1 74 


UfotoulURpA 




OfoirEdRMlfUflpM Pf PI Pf PI 


EadHa/aqianertxodk. pbces i. 7. 3 (OieOenfB® ttWeaby ::ibn^> 


TRIUMPH HURDLE (2m If) 
Hm(totw) Cota Walfl todbntoo Static 


IfotatnofNtoKtam 61 6i 61 


flora laid III (FDmkhJFi} 61 61 6t 


KatoEtigoNCIfocnm 61 161 161 


Akred(CflMtteto U-i pt D-i 


Behnfon EH DaM pi Pi »l P 


EjcbmafeVBaarB’BaBX Dtoesi.2.3fCfeertam nweSr’SUssftl 


STAYERS* HURDLE (3m If) 

Haoo (tons) Cota MnHi Ladretot State] 


lady fliban (Mss VWtare) im M 94 si 


Dranot Boan N Ape) 61 7-2 7-2 7-i 


laCoudrarlADBnenlll) 61 « 61 61 


Nnlta(HsHfatafl) IM tt-l DI IM 


JuyudiMOfi 261 261 26 


forTvmr a quarter ffeerteptaxe: i. 2 . 3 (CWfcrVHm Ihunow toUacM 


CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP CHASE (3m 2f 110yds) 
HreoFtaa) Card WaHi LotfoRte 


Rata Peal (WtaJrsJM _ 94 M 52 2-i 

61 4-1 62 



bdreqi a qoarfer fa oaa pben t. a 3 (Mbima. TTnrsdfoy 18 Uachi 


Weather, 50-1 Bangor Ema, ChtargoU, 
Island Harriot. 

9 m Dht (Mbs V VWJams, Hnu 
Tbte £280; fifla £2«Q DF: E74Q CSF: 
£U9& rft Borita aatefoey. Red nvae 
33ttgrr 1 2 f -noyds hanefi^ ht ri to) ^ _ 

2. Granby Bed ■ . l!&awiStB 61 

3. Mowtaak B Fanton 11-2 

Alto ran: 9-4 fov KrebtoonlL P-2 Krrtgpf 


sue Of Us (6th). 14-1 Mtafon Made, to-t 
Mi WfoetiOA 33-1 Ffobdcu MtotoJSh), 
10 ran. t 8, 2'f», 6, tai-hd. (R Dtekfo, 
tawena ltaa: CG7D; £25G £32G £22Q DF: 
£B7»G CSF: CfiOSl Trices: £3887. N% Hal 
Hoc Iteoom. MbcMareta Red Guard. 
420; (3m 2t lOyds Irandesp chase) 

1. SWANSEA GOLD Mr D O'Meara 161 

2. ttntaid H|ptilyK.W Hntai 52 )ttav 

3. LXDa Rowley C Maude 20-1 

Also rate 62 Jt tar Raffles Roostec 61 


Fforada Racer (4th), 6i Another Chancac 
19-1 H Hadtay aJ-1 Fastfoi GoW. Hofy Stng 
Sty, 26 1 LrfWwMssfc (Sh), Stpertm 
11 ran. Ltfst, fea, dta-P Hobba, Mfoa- 
head). TMk C12.10; £2SG £UG eusa- DF: 
et35& CSF; £4929 Tneast (75182. 

Stack Sprfoft Ramblfog Sam. 

LSfk (&n 2f tO«to nh flat race) 

1. CONCERT PIANIST -O UoPMI33-1 

2. Plfnca Dundee HrR Forritital 7-1 

3. Abafvino Mr C R Weaver 94 forv 

Also ran: 61 Gurnrttiena 61 SlMeBon 
Wbod ffldrt, 61 Bwnt Honey. 6i Gentta- 
mv Chwfoa, 12-1 Bethtn. Mio (4th), 
P ento mfc e Square, 16-1 Deer Deal (6th), 
361 Just The B ua n aae, Larry. 

13 ran. < i>/i, z'h, a i»A. (P WWewurt h. 
Dmrtold). Tola; E8L7D; £000, n»an CL3a 
DF: £34800 C8F: £2*542. 

Jactoat £539170, 

Ptocepot^W). Ouedpot E373a 
Place 8; £2723. PtaceiE2364. 


SOUTHWELL 

Qofog: Saxknf 

130:1. EUT1 HOPE (GCfortB)61:2.T«la 
Rullo t)-1 ; 3. Havre Al Naateiuta 40-1 13 
ran. 61 foe DaWdys (4th). i ’A. ret. (N Tfo. 
Met; Malton) Tote: £840; E2ia£33Q£&5a 
DF: E2BSQ CSF: DUEL Trictot £175046 
ZJOD: 1. K3MGCHIP BOY (P McCabe) 4-1; 
2. Kara AbawaTI -4 tariffing The Chief 
11-2. 12 ran. % 3'A. (M Ryan, Nawmarkat). 
7btr £630; £2.70, Cl3a £13a DF: EWffl 
CSF: CI40L Tricest £5222 
20D: IjNERO TTffflL (P Fredericks) 61; 
2 Locomotion 6etav: 6 Hrathyarde Jake 
7-1 5 ran. 2. 2’h. (A Kelewa y . Newmarket) 
Tbte £800; £180 E13. DF: g7BQ GSF: £toOQ 
3JXk 1. SHARP SCOTCH (R FrtzptaridO 7-4 
fav; 2 Butrinto 0-1; 3. Saratoga Red 10-1 
9 ran. Ml 2Vv. p Carrol Soutowel). 'tote 


£240: dto £35a £2fla DF: E23BQ CSF: 
£2023 Hfcast C134B4, 

3jx 1. DICK TURPIN (P Goode) 7-2; 2 
Copper SheB6i tav;2Ma^caiShot11-2 
IB ran. 6 lift. (B Smart Lartboran) Ufoa: 
£440; C12G £180 E300 DF; £SK1 CSF: 
£l24& Tricast £&4 j 89 
400:1. ROCK ISLAND UNE (P Roberts) 
6i:2 Bold Aristocrat 11-2:3. fee Age 61 
10 ran. 7-2 n lavs Grand Chapeau (Bth). 
Most RespectUL ’!>. Vh. (G WfoodwaitiL 
Newark)' 030: S2A0. na £200 DF: 
C364U CSF: £499& 

400: 1. FAR CRY (Mr C Vigors) 64 tar. 2 
Softest 3-1; 3. Pok*r School !2- 1 lOren. 8, 
S (M Prescon. Nawmaitett Tata; £240; CUR 
£isa £290 DF: £27G CSF: SSL Tisetf £3554 
Ptatrepot £#4070 Ouedpot C17BQ 
Place B: £13403 Place 5: CU75. 

■ Newcastle abandoned (frost). 


WARWICK 3-20 

C K L 8 T 


KUglteCna M M 61 62 4.1 


61 11-2 Hf 11-2 8-2 


kugbyRnn 11-2 1H 61 6Y ti-C 


Otar 61 11-2 11-2 m 51 


CataoGoU ti-2 S3 w 61 74 


Lay 1 01 7-1 61 61 S3 61 


SprtogGdi w-i 8i m 6i 6i 


ANCBpran H-1 61 0-1 PI Pi 


JrataDCbtacM-i M-i m- 1 m 14-1 


ItactayBntoi H-i C-1 H-1 PI PI 


Stay Lucky 161 161 PI Pi 14-1 


EadmyatattBtrtteptnwl.23 
C Cad. H iMan W L LadtMtoG. SSfoigy Tin 
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12 ‘From my experience he will get us very well organised. The team will have to get lots of shots in’ Goram 


Martyn thankful for Wilkinson 


The last Elland 
Road signing by 


the England 
caretaker 


manager is 
well aware of 


his qualities. 
By Phil Shaw 


GOALKEEPERS ARE reputedly 
a breed apart and Nigel 
Martyn can certainty claim that 
distinction within the England 
squad for tomorrow's friendly 
against France. Alone among 
the players inherited by . 
Howard Wilkinson, he worked 
with him at club level - and in- 
deed played a reluctant role in 
the events that led to his being 
free to join the Football Asso- 
ciation hierarchy. 

TVro and a half years ago, 
Martyn was in Leeds United's 
goal for the 4-0 home defeat by 
Manchester United that led to 
Wilkinson's tenure being ter- 
minated the following Monday 
morning. It was an afternoon 
that began and finished badly 
for the Comishman, now 32. 
who remembers what hap- 
pened in between with no great 
fondness either. 

He scored an own goal inside 
three minutes, while in what 
proved to be the final act of 
Wilkinson's eight-year reign, 
he was helpless as Eric Can- 
tona sealed the fete of the man 
who had taken them both to 
Elland Road. “Losing to our 
biggest enemies was probably 
the last straw;” a mud-spattered 
Martyn reflected after training 
at Bisham Abbey yesterday. 

Now. with that peculiar com- 
bination of symmetry and irony 
which football accepts as com- 
monplace. Cantona's compa- 
triots provide the opposition for 
Wilkinson’s first senior match 
since he left the Premiership 
and became technical director 
at Lancaster Gate. Martyn de- 
tected little change in his de- 
meanour. noting that be was 
still “dry and witty”, although 
he has witnessed a less urbane 
side to his character. 

Weeks before Wilkinson's 
sacking. Martyn made his 
Leeds debut at Deity. The 
most expensive British keeper; 
a £L25m signing from Crystal 
Palace, he looked set far a win- 



ning start wben his new dub led 
3-1 with less than a sixth of the 
match remaining. But it fin- 
ished 3-3, and the manager 
was not best pleased. 

“I can remember him shout- 
ing and banging the table in the 
dressing-room," said Martyn. 
“He's not a cup-thrower; but he 
(fid have ago at people because 
we made mistakes late on.” 

Martyn played only five 
times for Wilkinson, yet he 
fanned a favourable impresaon 
of the man-management 
qualities he might bring to the 
England job. “I bad a choice be- 
tween Leeds and Everton when 
I left Palace. Leeds made me 
feel much more welcome, 
which was down to Howard 


and the c ha i rman a t the time 
[Bill Fbtherby].” 

In terms of tactics, too, 
Martyn saw positive attributes. 
“From my experience heU get 
us very well organised. The 
team wifl have to work the ball 
wide, get lots of shots in and 
generally put the opposition 
on the defensive ” 

Martyn had not played in- 
ternationally far three years 
before Wilkins on gave him the 
platform to impress Glenn 
Hoddle. He has since won a fur- 
ther six caps and, though David 
Seaman is likely to face France, 
he is probably closer to bong 
England's No 1 than ever before. 

“David has come back [into 
the Arsenal side] from injury 


and kept two clean sheets 
straightaway” Martyn said. “I 
know Howard signed me, but I 
think track records are impor- 
tant far managers to fan b ack 
on when they start a job. All I 
can do is pity wen and wait” 

England’s track record in the 
European Championship cam- 
paign might best be described 
as patefry. While Wilkinson may 
or may not be in charge for the 
remaining qualifying matches. 
Martyn made it clear the coach 
viewed tomorrow’s game as 
more than a spectacle to set be- 
fore a full house at Wembley. 

“He has told us that a good 
result would get us in the right 
frame of mind for Poland next 

month, ffe. hasn’ t looked btynnri 


Wednesday night for himself, 
but be fa looking fo r w ard fix * us." 

Tbny Adams is also closely 
acquainted with Wilkinson’s 
style - but as an opponent in 
many attritional struggles be- 
tween Arsenal and Leeds. “His 
teams were always very 
determined, strong organised 
and physical,” he said, ‘ftndhe 
had good players.” 

Adams was openty critical of 
Hoddle after last year’s World 
Cup. However; he took no sat- 
isfaction in his demis e, saying; 
“There’s a sadness when some- 
one loses a job, whatever you 
feel about the individuaL" 

The experience of a dra- 
matic upheaval at Highbury 
where Arsfcne Wenger 


assumed George Graham's 
former mantle, has taught 
Adams not to fear change. *Tm 
very open-minded,” he said. 
“When it happens I just say: 
‘Right, let’s go again 1 . 

“I thinkifs business as usual 
with Howard. Tm a professional 
footballer; I get on the field 
and deny staff And itwas great 
to be out there this morning.” 

Now was not the time, he 
suggested, for him to comment 
on Hoddle's departure. But at 
least one colleague thought he 
sensed a fresh spring in the 
centre-back’s step. “Gareth 
Southgate took the micky out of 
me,” w plainwl Adams “He 
said: ’Tbr you to be training, 
there must a new manager’.” 



Martyn: Good impression 


Advocaat facing disciplinary action 


DICK ADVOCAAT. the Rangers 
manager; will learn next month 
whether he faces the prospect 
of overseeing potential Scottish 
title glory from the stands. 

The Ibrox outfit's third con- 
secutive league away win was 
earned at Dunfermline by an 
Andrei Kanchelslds volley and 
two goals from Jonatan 
Johansson. 

But Advocaat's night was 
spoiled with 15 minutes re- 
maining when he disputed a 
controversial penalty award, 
venting fury at the referee. 
Willie Young, for adjudging 


BY SIMON BUCKLAND 


Kanchelslds to have pushed 
the Dunfermline substitute 
Colin Nish. 

An<ty Smith, the Dun- 
fermline captain, put the penal- 
ty wide, but Advocaat's 
broadside at the official con- 
tinued and after a heated dis- 
cussion Young pointed him out 
of the dug-out. 

The Scottish FbotbaQ Asso- 
ciation’s disciplinary committee 
next meet on 15 March. An SFA 
spokesperson said yesterday: 
"We expect to receive the ref- 


eree's report on Tuesday and 
then the usual procedure fa that 
a copy will be sent to all rele- 
vant parties. 

“If Dick Advocaat is to be dfa- 
tipliited he will be asked for his 
comments and then whether he 
wants to appear in person in 
front of the disciplinary com- 
mittee to state his case." 

The only encouraging as- 
pect for Advocaat is that the 
championship race could be 
virtually over by the middle of 
next month with Rangers so 
dominant. 

Rangers, who have played a 


game more than their rivals, 
are 12 points ahead of Kil- 
marnock and 13 dear of the 
reigning champions, Celtic 
with only one further Old Finn 
meeting remaining between 
the Glasgow dubs. 

Celtic’s problem is that 
teams who took points off them 
with relative ease earlier this 
term are showing few signs of 
doing the same to Rangers in 
the campaign's latter stages. 

Advocaat was still less than 
satisfied with the overall quali- 
ty of Rangers' showing at Dun- 
fermline - describing the 


opposition as the sharper side 
- but paid tribute to Eandiefakfe. 

He said: “They refused to 
give us a chaiice to pity football 
in the first half, but the quality 
of Rangers is such that we can 
score at the right time, and all 
three were excellent goals.” 

Lorenzo Amoruso, the 
Rangers captain, is in confident 
mood because be senses the 
team are still improving as a 
unit and he considers they have 
yet to reach their peak. 

He said: “As the season pro- 
gresses we are becoming 
stronger in many aspects of our 


pity but we are taking nothing 
for granted at the moment -the 
manager would not allow us to. 

“He made it dear to us how 
important this trio of away 
games were, and we have won 
the lot with the kind of consis- 
tency which shows we don't in- 
tend to falter at this stage" 

• Dick Campbell, the Dun- 
fermline manager; gave 
Rangers a better match than 
toe eventual scoreline suggests 
and reckons the same ap- 
proach from his men can steer 
them to Premier League safe- 
ty. His mood was cheered by 


No charity from Americans 


Germany 


THREE PLAYERS who earn 
tooir living in Germany had 
euoii reason to celebrate in 
tins northern Florida city on 
Saturday evening. Unfortu- 
nately for Erich Ribbeck, none 
of them were in his team. 

Ribbeck, who succeeded 
Berti Vogts as Germany’s 
roach earlier this season, had 
the look of a haunted man 
aflcr his experimental team 
had been thrashed 3-0 by a 
.voting .American side in the 
first of twu friendlies on this 
tap. The Germans play Colom- 
bia in Miami today. 

Gian Hoddle might have en- 
joyed watching a German 
squirm in front of a media in- 
terrogation. Ribbeck was asked 
to explain how his team had 
found themselves 3-0 down in 
less- titan half an hour to a 
country they had beaten easi- 
ly at last year's World Cup finals. 
“Nervousness spread 



AROUND THE 
WORLD 


BY RlTERT METCALF 

in Jacksonville 


through the team after we 


went behind,- Ribbeck admit- 
tcd. "Rather than helping each 
other, the nervousness be- 
came contagious. There was 
no leadership out there." 

That appeared to be a direct 
criticism of toe German cap- 
tain. Lothar Matthaus, and 
also of toe anonymous An- 
dreas Moller. Perhaps it was. 


but Ribbek added: “It is not 
on|y Matthaus and MoDer who 
are under pressure." 

There were mitigating cir- 
cumstances for Ribbeck - his 
players were rusty because of 
the Bundesligo. winter break 
and top men like Oliver Bier- 
hoff hare not been released by 
their dubs - but it was still a 
disastrous result for him. 

There was talk yesterday 
back home that Germany's 
bid to host the 2006 World Cup 
might have been placed at risk 
by a Fife edict. The world gov- 
erning body has ordered that 
World Cup grounds have a 
minimum capacity of 40.000. 
Germany had been wurkingon 
the basis of 30.000. the capaci- 
ty required in last year’s finals. 

"Our bki fa not m aiw way en- 
dangered by the change. Xt fa a 


question of which stadiums to 
choose out of the maty that we 
have." Horst Schmidt, secretary 
general of the German EbotbaH 
Association, said, however 

For toe United States coach, 
Bruce Arena, Saturday's vic- 
tory was his first since suc- 
ceeding Steve Sampson, after 
0-0 draws against Bolivia and 
Australia. He has recalled the 
goalkeeper Tony Meola a vet- 
eran of the 1990 and *94 World 
Cups, but he has also brought 
in some irrqjressive young play- 
ers. As wefl as Tbny Sanneh. 
the midfielders Eddie Lewis 
and Chris Annas and the de- 
fenders Robin Fraser and CJ 
Brown show much promise. 

An interested spectator hoe 
was Lawrie McMenemj, toe 
Northern Ireland manager; 
whose side entertain toe Eu- 
ropean champions in a Euro 
2000 qualifier next month. 

“The Germans wifl be con- 
cerned by this result," he said. 


against West Ham in the 1975 
FA Cup final 

In the senior game, Cobi 
Jones, the former Coventry 
City forward, won his U3th cap 
far the States. At 28, he has 
enough years left to surpass 
the world record of 143 caps 
held by the Swedish goal- 
keeper Thomas RavellL 

“It would be a great honouc 
if it happens," Jones said, “but 
I'm not going to put too much 
weight behind it, because we 
played so many games be- 
tween ’92 and ’94." 
Ranentoering his spell with 

Coventry, Jones said: “I wish 
1 had had toe opportunity to 

pity up front and not out wide. 
Ifl have toe chance to play in 
England again, I hope I -wffl be 
able to tell the coach where I 
usually playi" 


Italy 


home are so high.” He feels that 
Ribbeck will make changes 
•before toe Belfast game. 

After toe senior game, the 
US Under-23 team lost 1-0 to 
toe German Under-2ls. The 
coach of the US youngsters is 
Clive Charles, the former West 
Ham defender, while their 
goalkeeping coach is Peter 
Mellon who played for Rdham 


Juventus have invited Carlo 

Ancelatti to take over as ooacb 
immediately, following toe de- 
parture of Marcello Lippi in the 
wake of the 4-2 home defeat by 
Parma on Sunday. Ancelotti, 
who had been due to take over 
at the end of this season, said 
he would accept The 39-year- 
old former Roma and Milan 

midfielder inherits a Juventus 
side ninth in Sene A and al- 
ready out of toe Italian Hup 


Record crowd expected 


THE ATTENDANCE record 
for an England Under-21 in- 
ternational will be broken when 
Peter Taylor's side take on 
France at Derby's Pride Park 
tonight 

More than 30,000 tickets 
have been bought in advance 
and the game seems almost 
certain to be a 33,000 sell-out- 
even though there is not a 
single Rams player in the 
squad to boost local interest 

The turn-out will surpass 
the previous best for an Under- 
21 game in November 1994 
when 25,863 saw England de- 
feat toe Republic of Ireland at 
St James’ Park. 


The last international to be 
staged at Derby was an Under- 
23 match against Scotland at 
the Baseball Ground in 1972 
when toe England side 
included Kevin Keegan, Alan 
Hudson, Mike Charmon and 
Malcolm MacDonald. 

Taylor has suffered two for- 
toerwitbdrawafa frem his squad 
with the Chelsea rrridfiekier Joty 
Morris, who suffered a dead leg 
against Southampton on Satur- 
day ami Ererton striker Danny 
Cadamarteri GDness) ruled out 
They join the Manchester 
United defender Wes Brown, 
who pulled out on Sunday with 
a sere shin. Brown was replaced 


by Bradford’s Andrew O’Brien 
bat Tayior wfll not be calling up 
any further replacements. 

David O’Leary is angry with 
England after being forced to 
release Jonathon Woodgate and 
Alan Smith. The Leeds duo 
have been called into the Under- 
18 squad to face France at 
Ttycombete Adams Park tonight 
despite picking up injuries dur- 
ing Saturday’s 1-0 defeat at 
home to Newcastle. The Leeds 
manager was hoping centre- 
back Woodgate and striker 
Smith, who have become inte- 
gral members of United’s first 
team this season, would be re- 
leased from international duty 


claim 


ANGItf ANOT GORAM yestfir- 
* day emphasised that he wfll 
cany on pltytog for Scottish 
premier League side Mother- 
well. The former Scotland and 
Bangers goalkeeper called a 
news conference to Glasgow 

_a .n^Mtinne nvf>T the WGfk- 


Howard Wilkinson points toe way to (from left) Kieron Dyer, David Beckham, Rio Ferdinand, Andy Hmchcliffe and Alan Shearer at Bisham yesterday David Ashdown 


end linked him to an Ulster 
terrorist group. 

The Scotland international 
was pictured holding a Ulster 
volunteer Force flag to a Sun- 
day newspaper in a dated pho- 
tograph made public by bis 
wife, Tracy who is currency di- 
vorcing the player. 

Goram, who denies being a 
UVF sympathiser, retired from 
international football three 
weeks before toe World Cup last 
summer because of attention 
on his private life but has since 
intimated he will reconsider 
that verdict. 

There had been widespread 
speculation that Goram would 
qjuit the game only a month 
after joining toe Fir Park dub, 
but instead he denied the alle- 
gations and said be was taking 
l^gai action with support from 
Motherwell 

Goram also added that be 
was a 100 per cent supporter of 
toe peace movement “I cate- 
gorically deny that I have any 
links with sectarian groups or 
terrorists,” he said. “I do not 
condone violence and I whole- 
heartedly support the current 
peace process in Northern Ire- 
land. 

1 deny all the implications 
in these recent articles and 
am taking legal action against 
the newspapers concerned arid 
the individuals who supplied 
this incorrect information. Be- 
cause of the current legal situ- 
ation I -am unable to say any 
more.’ 


Andy Tod’s decision to snub in- 
terest from both sides of toe 
border and agree a new four- 
year contract 

Campbell said: “There has 
been interest in him, but that is 
do surprise because he’s a 
quality player; the test of that 
being how few matches he has 
missed in his time here. 

“If he completes tiffs next 
fouryears that win be a decade 
at the dub, and I personalty 
hope he win stay another four 
after that because he is a big 
player for us and a magnificent 
ambassador" 


MotherweU are giving 
Goram their frill backing, say- 
ing he remains a player at the 
dub. A statement ratified by 
toe owner and chairman, John 
Boyle, read: "IWo newspapers 
have made serious allegations 
against Andy Goram. He has 
been aroused of having links 
with terrorist organisations. 
Motherwell is a family dub 
and takes these allegations se- 
riously. 

“As individuals, and as a 
club, we take no part in sec- 
tarianism. We have spoken to 
Andy Goram at length. He has 
assured us that he has been se- 
riously maligned and misrep- 
resented and Chat he is taking 
legal action against the news- 
papers and individuals con- 
cerned. He remains a player at 
Motherwefl.” 

Goram is no stranger to con- 
troversy and walked out of 
Scotland’s training camp in 
America last May after allega- 
tions about his private life. 

He left Rangers in the sum- 
mer and had loan spells with 
Notts County and Sheffield 
United before training with FC 
Copenhagen. However; a pos- 
sible move to Denmark broke 
down and he returned to Scot- 
land last month after the Pre- 
mier League's winter break. 

Gary Holt the Kilmarnock 
m id fi elder; has withdrawn from 
the Northern Ireland squad 
for tonighfs B international 
against Wales at Wr exham after 
it was discovered he is not 
eligible. 

The player had claimed his 
father was from County Down, 
but the Irish Football Associa- 
tion checked and found out 
that he was referring to bis 
stepfather and that his real par- 
ents are Scottish. 


for the Irish Football Associa- 
tion, and David Curry, toe sec- 
retary of the internatio nal 
committee, said: “Gary’s par- 
ents are Scottish, so he comes 
under toe Scottish FA’s juris- 
diction.” 

Holt is not the onty absentee 
from the squad - Damien John- 
son, the Blackburn Rovers 
winger; has pulled out with a 

knee injury 


WEEKEND FIXTURES AND POOLS FORECAST 


FA CUP FIFTH ROUND 

1 Barnsley v Bristol Rower* - .* 

2 Everton v Coventry Jt 

3 Leeds w ’fottenham — -* 

4 Sheer Wed v Chelsea Jt 

• 5 Huddersfield v Derby a 

Sunday: Man Utd v Fulham; Newcastle 
v BlacXbufo. 

Noc on coupon: Arsenal v Sheff Ucd. 


FA CARLING 
PREMIERSHIP 

6 Charlton v Liverpool 2 

7 West Ham v Noam Forest 1 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

16 Bournemouth v Man City ,_.1 

17 Burnley v Reading .z 

18 Lincoln Oty v MflfwaD jt 

IS MacciesfieWv Oldham a 

20 Northampton v Onsngfum 2 

21 Notts County v Bladcpool j r 

22 Preston v wycombe 1 

23 ttalc v Waliafl j» 

Nor on co u po o; Luton v Wrexham. 
Friday: CoKhester v Wigan. 


Queen's PWDwdee U: Morton v owe; Uy- 
mgSWn » St Johnstone: Mocnerweb « Stir- 


s«tg: HartfUgn v Rangers Stranrawv RjSwfc 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

W Forfar v East Hie x 

55 Inverness Cal. v Queen „f South ™ t 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

8 Bofwn v west Brorn 1 

9 Bradford v Ipnuch _1 

10 Bristol Cty * Sunderland J2 

11 Crystal Palace u Crewe 1 

12 Portsmouth ¥ Bury 1 

IS Stockport ¥ Birmingham 2 

1* Tfanmere v QPR .1 

15 Wohertwnpran v ftjrt Vble 1 

Noc oa coapoo: Oxford Utd ¥ Swindon. 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
THIRD DIVISION 

24 Brentford v Torquay __1 

25 Brighton wEaecer 1 

26 Cambridge Ucd v Scunthorpe -.1 

27 Chesser v Peterborough 2 

28 Halifax y Southend x 

29 Hartlepool v Darlington...—. jt 

30 Mansfield * Leyton Orient 

31 Plymouth v Rotherham 1 

32 Shrewsbury * Scarborough - 1 

33 Swansea v Carlisle 1 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
THIRD DIVISION 

36 Cowdenbeath v Berwick « 

37 Stenhoramulr v Montrose 1 

I**™ 1 Brechin v Dumbarton; 

Qift6Cffs Park v Ross County. 


UNIBOND LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 

m £? n | tDn Stanl ey V Worksop ........k 

Altrincham v Wlnsford Ucd 1 

on coupon: Band** Brid*v 

v Emley ¥ 
v 1 - an “ster: Gatns- 
RMI; Hyde utd v Chor- 
"T^Runram w Scatybridge: Sperwymoor 
Spartans: Whitby TownvCoWryn 


Friday: Rochdale v HulL 
Net oa coupon: Barnet * Cardiff 


Scottish Cup fourth rend: Ayr v Albion: 

Xnfer " - • ■ - - 


Cetae v Dunfermline: Oydebari/Ross C ¥ 


CONFERENCE 

38 Barrow v Hayes 

39 Doncaster v Ybouii 

40 Dover v Hednesfort 

41 Famborougb u Herefor d 

42 Kettering v Telford 

43 Kidderminster v Rushden & D ' . 

44 Morecambe v Cheltenham 

45 NortJiwteh v Southport. 

46 Stevenage v Klngstanian ™‘ 

47 WCtdng v Leek Town 


....2 

2 

— 1 
i— Jt 
.1 
— u 

.—.Jt 

— 1 
1 

-...1 


BolIon v VVmC Bren; 
Wyoombe Brighton v 6a- 

S^vSUL brW l e UW v Scu r, f t 'orpe: 

v S«rt»rwigh: Swansea v 
Cal. v Queen of South; 
Kettering v Wtand. 

Five AWAYSs Bristol Qcy v Sunderland;' 


wvf v 

v GllBngham: Chester vft- 
^Jgrough: Barrow v Hayes; Doncaster 


Ev * rwn v Coreutry, 
H«*¥fctwnhani; Sheff Wed « Chelsea; 
Huddersnetd v Derby. 

Aws (onxau selections by fan Davits 
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McClaren 
suited as 
assistant 
sorcerer 


THERE ARE ways of getting no- 
ticed and Steve McClaren came 
to Alex Fferpison's attention by 
irritating him itie Manchester 
United manager ^as trying to 
■watch ins players,but the Derby 
County coach kept jumping in his 
way. *T couldn't see the bloody 
game, 7 ’ he pumMed afterwards. 

Out of sight tfid not mean out 
[ of question, however; because 
that same irritant became Fer- 
guson’s assistant yesterday, 
signing a three and a half year 
contract to replace Brian Kidd 
Now the 37-year-oki can ob- 
scure the sorcerer's view every 
match if he can get awaywith it 
The move was as seamless as 
it was quick. Ferguson 
approached Derby after the 
dubs met last Wednesday and 
by Friday morning the deal was 
done but for the signatures on 
the contract Mr Unknown of a 
week ago had become much 
sought after in a matter of 
hours. 

“I was told at one o'dock in 
the m o rnin g after the game at 
Old Trafford,” the York-born 
McClaren said, "and if it hadn’t 
been so late I'd have got in the 
car there and then and 



McClaren: Modern thinker 

demanded to see Alex. I couldn’t 
wait to get here.” 

Ferguson chose McClaren, 
whose playing career took him 
to Hull, Derby, Lincoln, Bristol 
City and Oxford, after studying 
the leading roaches in this coun- 
by ‘‘When Brian Kidd left I did 
the right thing- nothing,” he 
said, “because I wanted to make 
. 'sure I got someone who is first 
class and I can trust All the 
research and information 
pointed to Steve. 

“He’s a very good coach and 
a good modern thinker. He 
wants to try things, he’s intelli- 
gent and the most important 
thing was that the players at 
Derby respected and Bted him." 
McClaren, quiefty spoken and 


FOOTBALL 


BY GUY HODGSON 

with only a hint of a Ihckrfiire ac- 
cent tfid not join United ofiBcialty 
imffl yesterday but he did meet 
the playere and staff on Friday 
nightand was at the CSty Ground 
on Saturday for the 8-z demoii- 
tion of Nottingham Etarest 

“It can only go downMIl after 
that,” Martin Edwards, the chief 
executive who had emphasised 
the “who he?” ah* ty introducing 
Old TraffonTs latest signing as 
“Steve McClarridge”, said. 
McClaren add^ “I dkl say after 
the game, ‘at least I'm in a job 
for another week.’ ” 

Had he been surprised at 
tiie quality amid the massacre? 
“What can one s$y? There were 
three goals m the fest seven min- 
utes and I said to the staff Is 
eweiy game Eke this?’ It was nice 
to be able to look at the players 
dose up, because it's different 

when you’re involved with them. 
Before I was concentrating on 
what our lads were doing. 

“•They’re the best playere in 
the country, possibly the world, 

and what impressed me was the 
belief the mental attitude to go 
out and perform as they did. It 
shows tremendous character 
At Derby we were always quot- 
ing Alex and Manchester 
United. *See how Cde andlforke 
do this, hew Keane does that, so 
itwas nice to be working with the 
role models.” 

Ferguson’s template for 
working practice will be the 
same as he used with Kidd, 
allowing McClaren a free hand 
on the training ground while 
encouraging him to travel 
abroad to expand his knowl- 
edge 'Hie assistant, meanwhile, 
will innovate. At Derby he in- 
troduced computers to analyse 
videos and setf-massagingbeds 
to prevent muscle injury and 
shorten recovery periods. 

“The biggest tiringhebrougbt 
to Derby was professionalism,” 
Jim Smith, his boss for four 
years, said “He looks at every 
available source to improve 
tilings, he listens to what people 
have to offer a nd acts an those 
he feds are worthwhile. He's im- 
proved our training and organ- 
ised new fitness tests.” 

McClaren arrives with Unit- 
ed due to face Inteniazianafe in 
the quarter-finals of the Euro- 
pean Cup and a possible do- 
mestic Double in prospect 

“It’s <me of the reasons why 
I'm sat here now;” he said 

Given Old Trafford’s trade 
record, the chances are he has 
made the right choice. 


Stormy weather leaves golfers beached in California 



A groundsman mops np on the 18th green at the Pebble Beach golf links in California during the AT&T National Pro-Am. His efforts proved 
in vain, however, as the final round was called off because of the storms. Payne Stewart took the prize for leading after 54 holes AUsport 


Rusedski’s one step back to win 


GREG RUSEDSKI won only his 
second match of the year last 
night, defeating the Dutch 
No 2, Sjeng Schalken, 6-4, 6-3, 
in the opening round of the $lm 
(£600,000) Dubai Duty Free 
Open. 

Having arrived here last 
Wednesday intent on ridding 
himself of the eariy-seasou 
tautness that cost him dearly at 
the Australian Open, where he 
lost in the second round to 
Paul Goldstein, an American 
qualifier; Rusedski, the No 4 
seed, slowly began to buDd his 
confidence. He achieved this in 
spite of several tentative games 
in which either his first serve 
deserted him or his returns 
were uncertain. 

Schalken, ranked No 45 in 
the world and second to 
Richard Krajicek in the Nether- 
lands, won an ATP %ur event 
in Auckland last month and was 
primed to test the British No 2. 

Although Rusedski broke for 


TENNIS 


By John Roberts 
in Dubai 

3-2 in the first set, his erratic 
serving beckoned Schalken into 
the contest, a double-fault 
deciding the third game. 
Rusedski was foot-faulted on Ms 
first serve, and that happened 
on three other occasions. 
“Sometimes they call foot-faults 
and sometimes they don’t,” 
Rusedski said. “Once I took a 
step bade everything was fine.” 
Rusedski broke again for 4-3 
and took the set on his third set 
point. He survived three double- 
faults to save a break point in 
the fourth game of the second 
set and then broke for 3-2 after 
winning a lengthy rally 
“It was a difficult match, but 
after the first set I was pretty 
much in control," Rusedski 
said, making ligh t of the fact 
that he was wearing a support 


for his lower back. “Every- 
thing’s perfect Everything’s 
strong. It [the back support] 
wasjustforcomfbrt, that’s aft.” 

Petr Korda has his rights on 
Battersea Park on Monday 
week and does not rule oat a 
return to Wimbledon - where 
hefafled a drags test last sum- 
mer-but the Czech left-hander 
hinted yesterday that his career 
may not last much longer, 
whether or not the Interna- 
tional Tennis Federation suc- 
ceeds in reviving the possibility 
of a one-year ban. 

“The Began thing is com- 
pletely in the hands of my 
lawyers,” the 31-yeardd Korda 
reiterated after defeating 
Alberto Martin, from Spain, 
6-3, &4, in the first round here. 
“I'm focusing on my game 
every time I wake op in the 
morning. You can’t take on 
everything.” 

Korda doubts that he will 
play at the United States 


Open in September; when his 
older daughter, Jessica, is 
due to start school in Prague, 
and emphasised that he 
intends to put his family 
before his tennis. 

"I always was a person who 
Hked a challenge and liked to 
compete,” Korda said. “I am not 
going to change my attitude 
[where that is concerned]. 
Obviously [what has happened! 
has changed me. I am not spy- 
ing I am better; or that I am a 
bad boy but I will always get toy 
strength from my family They 
wffl be my priority. X might 
change my schedule for my 
family's needs, maybe after 
Key Bisc&yne [in March], 
maybe later.” 

Korda would first like to 
raise the level of hisgube and 
his worid ranking. TWs time last 
year he was toe Australian 
Open champion and world No 
2. Since testing positive for the 
banned steroid naadrotone 


Reber 
on alert 
to face 
Leeds 

BY DAVE HADFTELD 


after losing to Tim Henman in 
the Wimbledon quarter-finals, 
his form has slumped. Docked 
his Wimbledon points, he sub- 
sequently failed to match last 
year’s victories in Qatar and at 
tiie Australian Open, and his 
ranking is down to No 76. 

“That’s toe reality” Korda 
said. “IPs up to me. X have the 
tennis in my hands. 1 have a 
chance to im p r o v e iqy ranking. 

I don’t have a lot of points to 
defend until after the French 
Open fin May]. I'm starting to 
play better and better. What 1 
need right now is to play as 
many matches as I can to raise 
myleveL” 

He was not impressed by the 
Czech Tennis Federation's 
announcement last week that 
ft had harmed him for a year “If 
they want to ban you, they 
should invite you to some sort 
of hearing, ” Korda said. 
found out what had been 
decided by e-rnaft” 


MARK reber could step 
straight off the plane from Aus- 
tralia this morning and into 
Wigan's scrum-half shirt for 
their Silk Cut Challenge Cup tie 
at Leeds on Sunday. Wigan 
have finalty conceded that Tony 
will play no part in the 
game, because of a hairline 
fracture of his ankle. 

The Great Britain scrum- 
half suffered toe fojury in the 
friendly at Halifax last Wednes- 
day and could be out for up to 
six weeks. "Reber was already 
on toe hooch and will now play 
a bigger part in the same," said 
the Wigan coach, John Monie. 

“We want to see how he is 
when he gets off the plane, 
because Jason Robinson could 
be our better option. " 

Robinson storied out as a 
scrum -half and has switched 
there occasionally during 
matches in recent seasons. If 
Monie opts for that tactic. Wes 
Davies, a highly promising out- 
side-back who happens to be 
Billy Boston’s grandson, will 
come in on the wing. 

Reber has toe advantage 
have having played regularly 
alongside Wigan's new stand- 
off, Greg Florimo, at North 

Sydney so it is kbdy that he and 

Robinson will split the job 
between them. 

Wigan have had more bad 
news, learning that their Great 
Britain Academy forward. 
Andrew Isherwood, who made 
bis first-team debut last season, 
wifi be out for two months with 
a broken shin. 

The former Wigan captain, 
Shaon Edwards, has been 
named as the new captain of the 
London Broncos, in preference 
to Peter Gill, who took over from 
Terry Matterson last season 
and was expected to retain the 
job. 

The former Wigan hooker, 
Martin HaH who also played for 
both Halifax and Casticfbrd 
during a nomadic 1998. has 
signed for Hull and is likely to 
play ajprinst Cos in their Chal- 
lenge Cup tie on Sunday. 

Wbriringtonlbwnhave given 
up on their Australian scrum- 
half Jodi White, after he failed 
to arrive to start the season. His 
contract has been cancelled 


Williams backed by union 


YORICK WILLIAMS drew sup- 
port from fellow players yes- 
terday, as toe Basketball 
League and En gl ish Ba s k et b a ll 
Association announced their 
commission of inquiry into the 
abandoned game between his 
dub, Derby Storm, and Chester 
Jets on 31 January. 

The England international 
has been suspended by Derby 
pending tire result of the com- 
mission, but the Basketball 
Players’ Association chief 
executive, Mark Robinson, 


BASKETBALL 


BY RICHARD TAYLOR 

said: “We demand that 'forick 
is reinstated by Derby. 

“Until the League and the 
Association set down the pun- 
ishments for all of the players 
and coaches involved in the 
incident at Chester, Yorick 
should be cleared to play on. 

“Unlike the others involved, 
Yorick is being piinisbed ahead 
of the decision.” 


The incident began with a 
fight between Williams and 
Chester’s Shawn Hartley then 
restarted in a mfitee involving 
afl the players. The Jets physio, 
Alison Troughton, suffered a 
dislocatedjaw. 

At the weekend, the England 
coach, Laszlo Nemeth, also 
pleaded for Williams not to be 
prejudged, saying: “Everyone 
is entitled to a fair hearing.” 

T ^<v i iTirpi<ggnn iiirinTtM»ptnri 

Sunday and hope to announce 
a decision the following day. 


Drago delight, Hendry hurt 


TONY DRAGO described his 
first-ever Benson and Hedges 
Masters victory yesterday as 
the finest result of his career. 
The 33-year-old Maltese play- 
er finally came good at the ex- 
pense of the ax-times 
winner Stephen Hendry after 
four previous failures in the 
tournament 

And while Drago was ecsta- 
tic by his 6-4 success-iris third 
win in a row over Hendry after 
12 consecutive defeats - the 
worid No 2 was once -again 


SNOOKER 


plunged into the depths of de- 
spair Hendry said he was “get- 
ting used to it” after his latest 
Drago defeat but would not 
elaborate on losiQgan opening 
match at Wfembley for the first 
time. 

Drago, toe London-based 
^ worid No 10, said: “Considering 
where I was playing, who I was 
playing and how I played tills 
has to be my best-ever result I 
draft care if Stephen bad been 


playing blindfolded. To beat 
him three tunes is a great 
achievement.” 

Drago went 3-0 ahead and 
despite fighting back Hendry 
could not get in front Drago ’s 
finale was special. In only 12 
minutes he knocked in back-to- 
back efforts of 121 and 116 
while Hendry potted just one 
baft 

Alan McManus also reached 
the last eight with a 6-2 win over 
the Grand Prix champion 
Stephen Lee. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


BASKETBALL 
MBA: Detroit 107 Indiana 99'. Mart 83 New 
Yort 79; Utah \ OO LA Lakers 91; New Jer- 
sey 79 Atlanta 69: Fboerwc 1 19 Denver 108: 
Seattle 91 Portland 88: Dallas 102 Golden 
State 99 (2nd art. Chicago 89 LA dopers 
84; Sacramento 109 Vancouver 87. 
SUNDAY’S LATE RESULTS; Sndwetacr 
Lewms ftKnbursfi 85 Worthing 5T. M#- 
tanKeynes 77 Newcastle Bl; Sheffield BO 
Leicester 71: Cnester 84 Manchester 98. 

BIATHLON 

The start of the 35th World Cham- 
pionships was postponed yesterday 

I '-yr the third day In succession fae- 
% a use of severe cold weather. The 
Championships are scheduled to fin- 
ish on Sunday. 

BOWLS 

SUNDAY’S LATE IBSULfi Welsh M*J~ 
curs (liuanil Final: Harlow bt 
Greendade 0-7 7-2 7-5 7-5. 

BOXING 

Michael Brodie will make the first 
defence of his European super- 
bantamweight title in fits home city 
oF Manchester on 1 3 March. Brodie 
meets the Frenchman Salim Med- 


CRICK&T 
SECOND UNDER-19 TEST 
PMttagHW) 

England rim toss 
NEW ZEALAND - Ffrw timings 

7 McIntosh Ibw 0 Bulbed* ........ 

M Popps D Whlley — — 

Q fVtton c Tucket t> Wlrtley ... 

•J tngtefleM c CirOerry 0 tucker 

J Mcrtomee C 6 b Tucker .. 

j Franklin ibw b Haywood ... . . 
tP McGtasrvan rwc out . .. ....... 

M Hendry (bw b tucker 

B Martin c Butoeck b Tucker . — 

L Hammond Ibw b Tucker _ 
rt Snow c Haywood 0 wwey .... 
Bant (bt Cb3 w2 non .. .. . 

Total (57 J wm| 


weight titles against Clinton Woods 
of Sheffield, and the Belfast ffy- 
weight Damaen Kelly defends his 
Commonwealth crown - and fights 
for the vacant British belt - against 
Anthony Hanna of Birmingham. 


TODAY’ S 
NUMBER 


The number of 
coaches Brazilian 
| football side Atletico 
Mineiro have had in 
1999, despite not 
having played a 
competitive match 
so far this year. 


0 
.0 

...0 

-20 
-15 
...1 

-28 
-22 
..12 
.0 

9 

. .8 
110 

Faft: l"-0 2-2 3-8 4-36 5-37 6-92 7-83 8- 
TOS 9-105. 

Bontac: Bulbeck 1 5-6-30-1 . Whtiey 1 2.2- 
6-21-3: fucker 16-5-35-S: Haywood 10-9- 
4-1; Bridge *-0-1 6-0. 

ENGLAND - First bintags 

-M A Gough not oat 65 

l N Flanagan b Shaw 10 

I R Bell c Martin b Shaw .2 

M A Carberry e Papps b Shaw — 5 

G R Haywood Ibw b Shaw . — - —3 

R K i Dawson not out — .26 

Extras lb3 lb* nb8) .-IS 

Ibul (tar 6, 42 overt) 126 

Fan: 1-19 2-33 3-43 9-97. 
lb bat; J R Tucket M P L Bulbeek. M J A 
Whdey. tM A Wallace. G R Bridge. 
Bowflug: Shaw 1 1-1-37-9; Hammond 8- 
0-3O-tknendry 6-2-13-0: Martin 10-9- 
22-0: Franklin 7-1-17-0. 

Utaipfnas.- R Garland and D Alexander. 


CYCLING 

The Fesdna and TVM teams, who 
were Involved in last year's Tbur de 
France doping scandal, are eligible 
for this year’s race, according to the 
race organisers. A preliminary Bsc of 
J 6 teams has been Issued. This year's 
Tbur starts from te Puy-du-Fou In 
Vendee on 3 July: 

TOUR DE PRANCE TEAMS: Prance: 

Casino. Collate. Fesdna. Credit Agricole. 
Half: M e ro a ton e Uno. Mapet. PolGL Sae- 
co. Spain: Once. 8anesro. KeJme. Vital- 
toon Seguras, Netherlands: Rabobank. 
TVM. Germany: Deutsche Edekom. Be*- 
: Lotto. 


FOOTBALL 

South Africa will play Jamaica In a 
friendly In Kingston on 8 May. It will 
be the first vfac to Che Caribbean by 
the 1996 African champions. 
Hristo Stoichkov, the 33-year-old 
striker, will join Bulgaria's 79-man 
squad on Thursday ahead of a four- 
team tournament m Hong Kong lat- 
er this month. Stoichkov now plays 
for the Japanese side Kasnlwa 
Reysoi, and is one of only two for- 
eign-based players Bulgaria’s coach 
Dtonicar Dimitrov could call up. 
Sporting Lisbon’s ivailo Yordanov is 
also (ocmng che squad but other were 
not released by their dubs. The oth- 


er teams involved in the tournament 
are a Hong Kong XI, Mexico and 
Egypt. 

BULGARIA SQUAD (Fear mm Mw- 
■Wt Ho«| Kom, February) G o rt we p 

•t*: hrtvhav (UrrsM Sofia}. Irttfcw v (Siwii 
Sofia). DHuriw Oractaev (Nef t o tW m lk 
Bouraas). ZMganSc (Use* Lmech). SUfanov 
(Vcvad KyustencS). Ha Mr n o w (LflkomotW 
Sofia}, Hhie |un Uwedi). Vbafcnr [Lev- 
SM Sofia). Antono* (Lokomotiv Sofia). Md- 
OcMan: Yaofcov (currently wWiout a club). 
Tfefdanov (Sponkw). Petra* (CSKA Sofia), 



(tokomod* Sofia). 
leUmrlKas 


(SMai. 

■ OevsMSoAa), Seo- 
r (KastWw Reysol). (eummiy wltti- 

ouracw), 

MALES B TEAM (v NorUMro Ireland 
B, Wrexham, to«nanv«): Word (Notts 
County), Do Dope (Fulham). Pa** (Vfep- 
ford. capt). EmardS (Nottm Forest), 
Kaidaa (West Bromwich AJWon). Lloyd 
(BorryTbwn). Oats- (Everwn). Robinson 
(Wofves). COacns (Swansea), Nocaa 
(Preston). UunlWlinaiaa 
BltmtE Coyne {Tran mere). Hughes 
(Aston Villa). Maxwell (Liverpool), N 
Roberts (Wrexham). S Roberts 
(Swansea), Davies (Peterborough). 
WIBeaas (Barry Ibwn). 

FA UMSRO TROPHY Fifth roned 
draw: Hitch In Town v Forest Green 
Rovers: Northwich Victoria vCohvyn Bay: 
Boston United v Altrincham; Kingston Ian 
v Yeovil; Em ley v Whitby; Cheltenham or 
Stevenage Borough v Hendon; WbJdng or 
Rushden & Diamonds v Southport; Da- 
genham 6 Redbridge v Ashton or St Al- 
bans. (Ties to be pfoyed Satvmay 27 
February). 


AXA FA WOMtENS’S CUP Oompfl- 
nal draw: Doncaster Bedes v Croydon; 
WatfortivAnenatSheffWedvSoutramp- 
ton Saints ifeatfeng Royals vTenmtre. pies 
to be played Sunday 7 March] . 

GOLF 

The cancellation of che final round 
of the Pebble Beach Pro-am may 
well have saved Tiger Woods' posi- 
tion at the top of the world rank- 
ings. David Duval, a winner twice 
already this year and with an earli- 
er round of 59. oould have overtaken 
Woods wltha top-five finish, but bad 
weather ruined his attempt and he 
remains in second place. 
WOnoitANAMGS (US mess stat- 
ed): 1 T Woods 11.39per. 2 D Duval 
1125: 3 M O’Meara 9.7; 4 D Love 9.68: 
5 E Bs (SA) 8.85; 6 L Westwood (GB) 
8.7: 7 C Montgomerie /GB) 8.7; 8 N Price 


(Zlm) 8.57: 9 v Singh (Pw 8.99: 10 j 
Leonard 7 51 ; 1 1 J Fbryk 7 31 : 1 2 P Mfcfc- 
Nson 7 .29; 1 S F Couples 6 88: 19 M Ora- 


M {Japan) 6.7: 13 S BWngmn (Aus) 5J; 
16 D Oartae (GB) 5.75; 17P Stewart 5.56: 
18 J Pvnewfk (Swe) 5.96; 19 B Whets 
5.1 2: 20 T Lehman 5.06. Selected otb- 
en: 27 B Lanser (Ger) 4 J6: 30 J M Otae- 
abal (Sp] 9.28; AS T Bjom (Deni 3.15; 
66 1 Wbosnam (GB) 3.12; 9* PSjotand 
(Swe) 2.8: 57 MA Jimenez (Sp) 2.74: 65 
N Faldo (GB) 2.99; 66 R Kartsson (Swe) 
2.91 : 67 P-U Johansson CSws] 2 J9: 70 
A Col can (GB) 2.39; 96 C RooQ fit] 1 .79: 
98 P Baker (GB) 1.77. 


ICE HOCKEY 

NHL: New tor* Islanders 3 ttmeower 3 
(of): Boston 3 New York Rangers Z: Col- 
orado 3 Dallas 0: Pittsburgh 2 Detroit 1 : 
Washington 3 Buffalo 1. 

SUNDAY’S LATE RESULTS: Yaimiids 
Supertcoqpae: Manchester Storm 3 CartSfT 
Devils 1,. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Bradford have moved their tie 
against Woridngton on Sunday for- 
ward to noon, so that supporters can 
also watch the Leeds-WSgan match 
on television. 

The New Zealand-bom forward. 


Matthew Spence, who joined West- 
ern Suburbs from Parramatta this 
year, has become che latest player 
m Australia to test positive For a 
banned substance. The drug in 
question Is not a steroid, according 
to the Australian League. 

SNOOKER 

ISIBSMMb- 

l*T»(MMbtN 
txJ White JErK) 
(Eng) £2:T 



6-2; 8 Black (Zlm) bt B UHhrach (Cz Rep) 
6-1 7-6: P Korda (Ct Rw) bt A Martin (Sp) 
6-3 6-9: G Kuerten (Br) bt J^A Mann (CR) 
6-9 6-9. 

Tim Henman and Greg Rusedski have 
remained eighth anal Oth positions 
respecdvelyffl an unchanged top 10 
In the latest ATP world rankings, an- 
nounced yesterday. 

ATP WORLD RANKINGS: 1 P Sampras 
(US) 3.744pis: 2 A Corretja (5p) 3.530; 3 
Y KafeMkov (Rim 3.350: 4 P Rafter (Aus) 
&26«; 5 C Moya (5Pl 3. 1 78; 6 M nos (Owe) 
2.969; 7 A Agassi (US) 2.895; 6T Henman 


TENNIS 

Ian's dutat first 

A Costa (Sp) br H AradfMor) 6-3 


Enqvts (Swe) 2.104: 14 M PhWppoussfa 
(Aus) 1,898; 15 G Ivanisevic (Croal 1 .835. 


I 

TODAY' S 

FIXTURES 

I 


Croydon. Second DMadon: Abingdon 
Ibwn v Hunger ford Town; Barking v 
Heme! Hempstead; Chal font St Peter v 
Met Ponce. Third Division: dap for v 
Corinthian Casuals: Egham Town v Cam- 
beriey Town: Epsom 6 Ewefl v Fort Utd. 
Puma Cup Sicuad round: Bericham- 
sted Town v ^iesbury Lftd; DufwlcJi Ham- 
let v Basingstoke Town. Isthmian 
League Cap Second Round: Chesham 
Ura v Dagenham 8 Redbridge. Third 
round: Barron Rovers v Boreham Wood. 
Fourth roond: Leathcrftead v Aidersfror 
lawn (7.45). Wbndanel T>ophy Third 
roand: Bedford Ibwn v Leighton Town: 

Ibwn v Sc Helens Ibwn. League Ciqp 
third-round replay: Newcastle Ibwn v 
Gkssop North End. 

WIN5TONLEAD KENT LEAOUE Pre- 
mier DMskm: Greenwich Borough v 
Lordswood; Heme Bay v Erich Ibwn; 
Sheppey Utd v Chatham Town; Thames- 
mead Ibwn v Beckenham Ibwn; Din- 

Yarmouth town; Newmarket Tbwn v 
Wroxham. 

NATIONAL IRISH LEAOUE Coca-Cola 
League Cop Preliminary roand: 
Omagh fevwi v Umavady Utd. Rrsc 
roand: Carrtck v Coleraine. 

THE TSKE5 RK YOUTH CUP Foorttr 
round: MWwaH v Bolton: Hartlepool v 

FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless slated 

B MTBtNAnONAL 

UNDER -21 RHENDUr 
England v France (8.05) (ct Pride Park. 

UNDER-18 noENDiy 

England v France (6.05) (at Adams Park. 

WVcom&e) - - 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
THIRD DIVISION 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
First Division: Eastbourne Utd v 
Langney Sports; Wick v Broadbridge 
Heath. 

UNIBOND LEAGUE FT ret Dhdsfoo: 

Fourth round rmhy: MMdtesbrtxMi 
v Scunthorpe. Fifth round: Arsenal v 
Crystal Palace. 

PON nWS LEAGUE Premier DMilnu: 

Asrart VBIa v Sverton (7.0): Lefcester v 

NATfONWIDE CONFERENCE 

Dover v Famborau^i (7.45) 

TENMENTS SCOTTISH CUP THIRD 
ROUND REPLAY 

Dundee Utd v Queen's Park (7.45) 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Midland Dfr- 
vfatfoo: Sutton Coldfield Town v P3get 
Rangers. League Cap Second roand: 
Bedwarth Utd v Tamworth: Racing dub 
Wbrwkfc v Sutton Coldfield Ibwn: Shep- 
shed Dynamo v Baidock Tom. Third 
roand: Rotfiwell Ibwn v Boston Utd; 
Stourbridge v Solihull: Burton Albion v 
Bllsrafi Town. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 

wood Ibwn v Harford. Challenge Cup 
Third round: Droyteden v Gobvyn Bay: 
Madodt Town v Wlcton Afctan. TMrd 
round raptay; Accrington Stanley v Chor- 

SCREMmX WRECT LEAGUE Pra- 
nrier DMstau: Melksham Ibwn v Brts- 

AVON INSURANCE COMBlNAnON 
First DMsknc IbtTenham v Portsmouth; 
west Ham v Reading; OPR v Peterbor- 
ough (2.0); Brentford v Crystal Mace 
(25). 

THIRD DIVISION 

RUGBY UNION 

191 UMBRO TROPHY Fourth round ra- 
piaj: Rushden 6 Diamonds v WoSdng 

laORTHERNCXHINTESEASrPiefnNr 

DMsfoK Soveley MW v GarforW fcwn. 

Army (7.1 S); Odtort v Oxford Unhr (7.1 5). 

(7.45). 

RYMAN LEAGUE Firs* DMstoru Bogn- 
or Rqgb Town v Maidenhead UkH Chert- 
sey Town v Brain tree Tdwn; Uxbridge v 

LEAGUE Rnt Dhrfstoa: Morpeth Rnvn 
v BIHIngham Synthonla. 

NORTH west™ 77VUNS Hrat W- 
■fsha: Boode v Salford Qcy; Nantwldi 

President's Cup Fourth round: North 
Ferriby United v Lough Utd. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Pre- 
mier DMsloo: Lowestoft Town v Great 

OTHER SPORTS 
SNOOKER? Benson 8 Hedges Masters 
(ot WemWey). 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCouer Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed Independent snow and 
we athe r reports from 1 80 resorts 

First, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 OO MS 
(the fax Bsts codes for 180 re- 
sorts) 

To listen to che latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70051 + cod* 

For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 OO OSS + cod* 


SKI HOTLINF 
SNAPSHOT 


Adetafiedl 
conditions In 1 80 resorts 
Fax 0906 55 00 601 


Resort Atm 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Stapes (cm) 
Lwr Upr 

Use 

snow 

■femp Forecast 

SoKJeu 100% 

AUSTRIA 

Great skiing 

80 

100 

7.2 

-IOC Unsettled 

Q&nau 100% 

Good mow 

60 

90 

4J 

OC Variable 

Nlederau -. 100 % 
BULGARIA 

Great skflng 

90 

170 

4.2 

-1C Mixed 

Borovets ,_.100% 
CANADA 

Much Improved 

45 

65 

AJ 

-6 Changeable 

Whistler. 100% 

FRANCE 

Firm, packed snow2S0 

390 

1.2 

-1C Bn spells 

leG Barnand .95% 

Gt at an levels 

110 

290 

8.2 

-IOC Light snow 

Val DTsire ....90% 

nwy 

Gt at ail levels 

190 

290 

8.2 

-IOC Wild 

Bardoneccrta 1 00% 

Gd all areas 

60 

80 

29.1 

-5C High wines 

LMgno 1(XJ% 

NORWAY 

Goodconddons 

58 

ISO 

28.1 

-8C Owgabte 

Geflo 100% 

SCOTLAh© 

Good cover 

60 

60 

26.1 

2C Changeable 

Glendiee 75% 

SWITZERLAND 

Fresh snow 

20 

40 

12 

-6C 5now. wind 

Seas Pee 30% 

UNITED STATS 

Great all over 

60 

290 

83 

-5C Changeable 

Sugar Bush — 80% 

Packed, granular 

30 

75 

3.2 

OC Light snow 

- 


information s uppHed by Ski Hotline 


Helpline: 0670 51 55 565 
Cate to 0901 cost 60p per min. 0906 Cost El per trtn. 0870 calls are Marxians national rate. 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU'RE COVERED 

Ttonptatad 
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International football: Manchester United striker in no mood for contrition before England’s meeting with France r 


Cole ready 


to make 


fresh start 


GLENN HODDLE may have for- 
given Andy Cole in the dying 
days of his England reign but 
the Manchester United striker 
was in no mood to return the 
gesture as he rejoined the 
international fold yesterday. 

In November Cole had re- 
sponded to Hoddle's repeated 
assertion that he wasted too 
many chances by choosing the 
front page of The Sun to label 
the former national coach “a 
coward" for not picking him. 

Yesterday he professed nei- 
ther joy nor sadness at Hoddle's 
sudden departure but he did 
say that, in a similar position, 
he would react the same way 
again. Cole said: “I’ve no 
regrets. I stick by what I said. 
I was disappointed. I felt it was 
getting personal. 

“I'm not bitter towards 
Glenn Hoddle. That was his 
opinion and everyone is entitled 
to their opinion, but I would 
speak out again. People think it 
is wrong if a player does th at 
but it is freedom of speech. 

“I don't say a lot and when I 
do it is because something 
hurts me. I don’t usually follow 
the papers but I was going to 
my nephew’s birthday party 
and the missus [his girlfriend, 
Shirley! said, ’Can you get a 
newspaper.’ I turned to the 
back page and there it was. 

“When things like that hap- 
pen the people you take it out 
on are your family and I had a 
barney with the missus for a 
couple of days. When I decided 
to [do the article] she said ‘go 
ahead and do it'. 

“Ales Fferguson did not know 
about it and he did not say any- 
thing afterwards. He looks 
upon me as a 27-year-old man 
with a family [he has a three- 
year-old son. Devan tel who 
can look after himself. Every- 
one was surprised because it 
was a bit of an outburst from 
me. People know I don't speak 
a lot: my football does the talk- 


By Glenn moore 

Football Correspondent 


ing forme. I’ve been described 
as being moody sullen and dull 
but I am just a quiet chap." 

Cole, 27, later said he was not 
too good with “the PR stuff” 
but, whether calculated or not, 
yesterday's interview was an 
impressive piece of rebranding. 
He was loquacious yet thought- 
ful, prepared to indulge in both 
banter and mQd soul-searching. 

The striker admitted he was 
surprised to be recalled but said 
Fbigusonand his United team- 
mates had told him not to grve 
up hope. As for Hoddle’s criti- 
cism. he said: “I do get a lot of 
chances and I’m not going to 
take them all. If I did I would be 
getting 40 goals a season and 
that can’t be done. I score my 
fair share and I miss my fair 
share. 

“If I get two chances at 
international level and put one 
away m be delighted. But I 
might get more chances. Fm 
the kind of player who makes 

far himsplf 11 

Cole does not expect to start 
against France tomorrow night 
but it would be a surprise if he 
was not involved in some way. 
Howard Wilkinson, the care- 
taker coach who saw Cole score 
twice at Nottin gham Forest on 
Saturday intimated that, given . 
the recent exchanges between 
Cole and Hoddle, it would be 
helpful if he were. 

Wilkinson added: “He and 
Dwight Yorke have developed 
a terrific relationship, their 
movement, their understanding 
of each other; link-up play touch 
and perception are excellent 
Andy combines better with 
other people now. There was a 
time when he was seen as just 
a finisher Now he gets involved 
in making things for himself 
and others and helping the 
build-up of the team.” 

Cole has made two previous 


appearances for England, both 
as a late substitute. He had 19 
minnt^ against Uruguay at 
Wanbley underTeny \fenables 
in March 1995, and 14 minutes 
against Italy m Le Toumoi 
under Hoddle in June 1997. He 
hit the bar when he should 
have scored against Uruguay 
pulled out of the next squad 
through injury and was never 
summoned by Venables a gain. 
Hoddle was prepared to give 
him a second chanep. against 
Chile a year ago this Thursday, 
but he withdrew again, with a 
thigh iqjury, on the morning of 
thp gamp FTp figur ed in ftp nmt 

two squads without playing 
and was dropped in May. 

Since his last international 
he has scored 43 goals for Man- 
chester United at roughly two 
every three games. “A lot of it 
is to do with the team playing 
so well,” Cole said- “Tve struck 
up a very good understanding 
with Dwight. 'I spoke to him 
when he was thinkin g of com- 
ing to United and 1 was the first 
person to tell him to come. 

“I never thought he would be 
a threat to me Every season I 
am supposed to be leaving and 
I am stfll there. I scored 26 goals 
last season and I was still sup- 
posed to be leaving. 

“We get on really weH on and 
off the pitch. We havesft worked 
on it a lot When be first came 
I wasn't in the team. But in 
training the boys say we never 
pass to anyone else” 

Cole’s ambition for the 
match is to eqjoy himself Long- 
term it is to keep on learning. 
He, too, feels he is a much bet- 
ter player than in his Newcas- 
tle days and is glad his 
all-round game is now being 
recognised. 

“I have nothing to prove to 
anybody but myself,” he con- 
cluded. “You always have to 
prove some tilings to yourself 
and I want to prove I can do it 
at international leveL” 
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ACROSS 

I With exudation about 
cavity nothing can be 
stored there ifi) 

6 A bigger hole to produce 
makes sappers tire <6» 

9 0 bother, you might say, 
if tills fish gets away? (4> 

10 South American 


“shell-shaped*’ 191 
16 Rock, applying big 
chances to right part of 


power given an urban 
centre I laving insuffi- 
cient space (10> 

11 They must be put right 
about Rio Grande flow- 
ing llOl 

\2 His writers like these 
would be mocking 
title i4i 

13 Condition of some of 
the best at equestrian- 
ism i5» 


14 Shortly has work 
brought in specified as 


church (9> 

19 Like Pisa's tower it is 
wrong in altitude 

21 Spiteful woman returns 
clutching large item 
chemist might sell (4) 

23 Insubstantial people 
who manage glue 
factory? uoi 

25 Where you’d find orade 
having to show agree- 
ment about one sea 
creature ilO) 

26 Grey as Henry when 
empty (4) 

27 Making observation I 
said gin must be poured 
out 16) 

28 This tree can be used to 
make a garment (3,5) 


DOWN 

Thke advantage of hero- 
ic feat (7> 

Popular wo man with trio 
playing for (me who'll 
succeed? 19» 

Having to pay nothing to 
flier »5» 

Dispatch inferior male, 
we hear? (6-5,4) 

Old master artist finds a 
help, perhaps (7) 
Graduate has to 
study philosopher and 
painter (5) 

Rodent’s clever; as can 
be assessed (7) 


17 Crossly I see traitor 
must be arrested IT) 

1$ Friend knocked over by 
success attained by 
good filer (7) 

20 Female with horrid curl 
on top, beastly type (7) 
22 Do better on right island 
- this island? (5> 

24 Man a prisoner of unre- 
formed die-hards? (5) 
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BY Alan Nixon 


All the trappings: Andy Cole prepares for his return to the England fold at Bisham yesterday David Ashdown 


Injuries prompt Dixon call 


IF NICOLAS ANELKA runs OUt 
for France at Wembley tomor- 
row he wfll see a lot of familiar 
figures. He was already faced 
with the prospect of having to 
get past Arsenal team-mates 
Tony Adams and Martin Keown 
to get in a shot at David Sea- 
man, and now he may have to 
deal with Lee Dixon as well. 

The Arsenal right-back was 
last night summoned to Eng- 
land's Berkshire headquarters 
as cover for Gary Neville, who 
has an ankle injury. With Em- 
manuel Petit and Patrick Vieira 
also likely to play, the friendly 
international could resemble a 

high-powered Arsenal tr aining 

session. 

Though Dixon, who made 
the last of his 21 international 
appearances in Graham Tay- 


BY GLENN MOORE 


Jot's final game, against San 
Marino in late 1993, is 35 next 
month his call-up is logical. He 
is well acquainted with Adams 
and Keown, and the only feasi- 
bte rigfat-b ack a lte rnatives were 
Warren Barton, who spends 
much of his time in midfield 
these days, Phil Neville, who is 
short of matches, or the un- 
capped Steve Watson 

Keown is another possibili- 
ty, but with Sol Campbell suf- 
fering from a stomach 
complaint and Gareth South- 
gate carrying a hip Injury, he 
may be needed in the centre. 

The Dixon call-up indicates 
a return to a flat back four. In- 
juries permitting, Howard 
Wflkmson, the caretaker coach, 


hopes to name his team today. 
He is also waiting on Darren 
Anderton (groin), Graeme Le 
Saux (foot), Dkra Dublin (grain) 
and Jason Wilcox (foot) while 
Paul Merson has gone home 
suffering from a back injury. 

Paul Ince, who the FA orig- 
inally said would not be con- 
sidered for selection, now 
appears to be back in the frame 
However; since he is suspend- 
ed by Uefa for next month’s 
Euro 2000 qualifying tie against 
Poland, the benefits of {flaying 
him are limited. 

The obvious advantage is 
that he may help England win. 
W ilkins on said: “1 think one of 
the things Glenn [Hoddle] 
would have wanted out of this 
game is for foe players to go 
into the Poland game knowing 


they can win at Wfembley be- 
cause they had just done it 
against the world champions.” 

In five matches at Wembley 
last year England beat Portu- 
gal and tire Czech Republic 
but drew with Saudi Arabia 
and Bulgaria and lost to Chile. 

“One of my biggest prob- 
lems.” says WHkinson, “is that 
I have not got my finger on the 
players] pulse the way Glenn 
had. It is like coming into any 
dub - knowing how individuals 
tick, how they get on with each 
other; is important in team- 
building.” 

Roger Lemerre, the French 
coach, yesterday called up SQ- 
vain Wfltord, the Bordeaux 

striker; to replace his dub-mate 
Lilian Laslandes, who has a 
pulled muscle in his left leg. 


CHARLTON YESTERDAY com- 
pleted the free signing of John 
Barnes from Newcastle, in a 
deal that will keep him in Lon- 
don until the end of tire season. 
The 35-yearoId former Bagland 
midfielder, out of favour on 
Tyneside since the arrival of 
Ruud Gullit, impressed Alan 
Curfoishley during a trial last 
week and could go straight into 
first-team action against his for- 
mer dub Liverpool at The tfal- 
ley on Saturday. 

Liverpool, meanwhile, are 
sending their former prodigy 
pnd England Under-21 
prospect Danny Murphy back 
to Crewe Alexandra, the dub 
which discovered him. As for as 
Liverpool are concerned, his 
Anfield career is oven and the 
dub’s manager Gerard Houlli- 
er has decided to selL 

Liverpool want £2.5m for 
Murphy, which is optimistic 
given his poor form. The Crewe 
move will at least give him the 
diance to display his talents be- 
fore the transfer deadline and 
should also help the ailing 
side’s fight against relegation. 
There is no chance of Murphy’s 
move becoming permanent, 
because of his high wages, 
which Liverpool will contribute 
to while he is at Gresty Road. 

Peter Johnson is ready to 
sell a chunk of his Everton 
shares to Bill Ken wright, but 
wants to keep a stake in the 
dub. 

The Jersey-based busi- 
nessman, who owns 68 percent 
of the dub, is dose to agree- 
ment on the sale of over half his 
state in Goodison to a consor- 
tium led fay Ken wright, the 
caretaker chairman. Around 60 
percent of his shares could be 
traded off for about £25m this 
week. 

Mark Goldberg, the owner of 
Crystal Palace, will launch a 
plan to bring in badly needed 
funds today - by asking fans to 
buy a five-year season ticket 
Goldberg plans to create a 
“fonbership” concept where 
fans pay for their seats for 
years in advance. 

Among a host Of financial 
problems, Goldberg is being 
threatened with legal action 
fay former employees and 
agents who are owed money. 

Tottenham have put a trio of 
surplus imports on the transfer 
list with Moussa Saib, Raolo 
Tramezzani and Jose 
Do m i ng uez all being told they 
can leave White Hart Lane. - 

Blackburn have rejected a 
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transfer request from their un- ac v? ■ ■ 

settled goalkeeper Tim Flow- . . “ v ~, ' 

OM- on I e ' Wat 


ers. Rowers, 32, a member of m . 
Rovers’ title-winning side in : - I 
1995, demanded a move after . 
losing his place to Austr alian „ 

John Fflan. It was also an- jtT*®-; 
nounced yesterday that the ' 

Rovers striker Nathan Blake ' Ep-V.- 
couldbeoutofthegamefiorsev- Aj 
era! weeks, because of ai disc - 

problem in his neck. ' 

Sheffield Wednesday have \ 
foiled in their appeal to have a 
three-match ban for goal-. .;.L> r r£/ 
keeper Pavel Smieek reduced ’ \ 

to one game following his re- : •*. 

cent sending-off against Derby - Ct.t ’ 7 
last month. • " L ' - 

• ^ .1 
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McLaren suffer 
tow-truck trauma 




first came the hype, then the 
hiccup as McLaren-Mercedes 
suffered the ultimate embar- 
rassment yesterday as the 
team unveOed their new car for 
the Formula One season. 

David Coulthard, with hun- 
dreds of photographers and 
reporters watching took the all- 
new McLaren MP4-I4 out for its 
track debut at the Circuit de 
Catalunya in Barcelona, but 
had to be towed back to the pits 
by a Nissan pick-up trade after 
coming to a stop an the first fop. 

“Wfe just had a electrical fail- 
ure, a slight glitch, as you have 
with all new cars," Anna Guer- 
rien the spokeswoman for the 
world champions, said. “This 


MOTOR RACING 


was its first time on the track 
so you are always going to get 
teething problems,” Norbert 
Haug, the head of Mercedes 
Motorsport, added 

Coulthard, after a delay, was 
able to eventually drive some 
test laps. He wifl also test the car 
today with the world champion, 
Mika Hakkinen, testing tomor- 
row and Thursday The op ening 
race in the world championship 
is the Australian Grand Prix in 
Melbourne on 7 March. 

The new car is very similar 
looking to its predecessor; the 
championship-w innin g MP4- 
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David Coulthard and the new McLaren are 
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Comebacks are the 

curse of the age. 

So why do we 
fall for them? 

Or must we accept that, 
when it comes to Blondie, 
we’re always 

Touched 

by your 

presence, 


dear 


by John Walsh 


S he had eyes tike the Snow 
Queen, eyes that could Look 
right into your heart and turn 
it to solid ice. There was no 
comfort in her gaze), no 
warmth, no interest Shesaxig 
wiih a kind (rf nervy blankness, 
as if the lyrics meant nothing 
to her; and, when she nar- 
rowed her eyes, you ftit as if she roust hate you. 
She was the most beautiful woman we had ever 
seen. We adored hen Her name was Debbie 
Harry, and she sang with Blondie; the most suc- 
cessful New Wave band in the restless period 
that immediately followed punk. 

We were just out of university; we’d been 
through punk -die pins, the rage, the gobbing, 
the spiky hair and the radical typogpphy-and, 
jn 1978, we just wanted some inteffigent rocfc’tf 



pristine. We knew she’d been a. Playboy bunny, 
a waitress, a quondam junkie (“That’s why her 
skin’s so perfect," we explained, knowingly), but 
she was now a self-created goddess. 

Things went wrong. When Blondie split up in 
1982, her solo career wobbled uncertainty fis* 10 
years. Debbie Hany shifted into shockmode. The 
sleeve artwork of her solo album KooKoo was 
by HR Gigei; the intestinaDy obsessed pro- 
duction designer of AMen, and featured Ms 
Harry’s cheeks punctured by long, rusty spikes. 
She appeared in John Whters’caznp and rubbishy 
Haxrspray movie, and in David Cronenberg’s 
deeply unsettling Videodrome. The good times 
were over; for Ms Harry and her fans. 

A couple erf years ago. I saw Debbie Harry 



and dished it up: “Denis", “Heart of Glass", “(Tm 
Always Touched by Your) Presence Dear", 
“Sunday Girl". They were real songs, wi th rea l 
hooks, classy keyboard runs, torrential drum- 
ming. We danced to ’TJreaming”. We sang along 
tp “One Way or Another” (“Tm gonna getcha, 
getcha, getcha...") like karaoke nerds. And 
whenever there was half a chance, we just gazed 
at Debbie Harry 

She looks out from the sleeve of the band’s 
y third album. Sat to the Beat, with th e gla zed 
hauteur of a supermodel, her eyes toxic with (Es- 
^ dam, her lips set in a soaring pout, her eyebrows 
- N arched in the most minimal enquiry her plat- 
' immj hair in a conftire wave down to her 

- neck- around which is piojnietorialtytwined the 
' hairyarm of Chris Stein, her Svengali, co-writer; 

guitarist and bqy6iendL 

He was a sultry Brooklyn- Jewish, brooding 
sort of chap, and we bated him because she 
9Vi^ seemed to belong to him. Debbie Harry, the icon 


at the Jazz Cafo in London’s Camden Town, and 
I wait along to check it out 

Can I bring myself to say what she was wear- 
ing? Can I say the word? Ms Harry was wear- 
ing a jumper. A sensible, ord inary pink wool 
jumper Her which had always seemed a 
little disproportionately large for her slender 
frame, seemed to have broadened out, Kfee a Hal- 

. . . a * • - - J tt 


hair was mousy-nondescript Middle age had 
finally naught up with the goddess. She seemed 
nervous, diffident, a little reluctant to sing. And 
when she did sing her voice was t hinne r than 

v n a ^.'.1.(^1 -•» l nf In 


than blonde. She (fid “One Way or Another” 
slowly, as a wistful plaint rather than a state- 
ment of gonna -getcha g*«g™i intent. Hie whole 
evening felt like a sad experiment 

Now look whafs happened. At the end of Jan- 
uary a song called “Maria" started winding 


retreads and recyclings that we sometimes seem 
to be in danger of entering a retro-universe, one 
that bits an evolutionary wall and then starts 
going backwards. 

We may smile to see Lonnie Donegan putting 
out a new record, AfaleskmnerBlues, at the age 
of 70, or to find the Sixties crooner Englebert 
Humperd in ck bring dusted down, and the re- 
barbative Tony “Is This the Way to Amarillo?" 
Christie turning up on Tbpqfthe Pops. We may 
utter a sympathetic “Awww..." at the news that 
a job lot of effete Eghtias posetirs (Culture Club, 
Human League and ABC) are s haring an 
evening of nostalgia, or when we find Duran 
Duran insisting that they’re very much direct 
competition to Blur and Oasis these days. We 
may look in wonder at a playbill from Wembley 
Arena announringa concert this May -“the All- 
American SoBd Grid Rock and Rofl Show" -star- 
ring Little Richard, Bobby Vee, Chris Montez, 
little Eva and Brian Hyland. 

Who’s Brian Byland? He sang “Itsy Bitsy 
Teeny Wfeeny Yeflow Polka Dot Bikini” bade in 
the days when Princess Margaret was going 
around on a motorbike. 

But the fed is, there are some comebacks that 
are just not acceptable to the public and some 
that are. The Osmonds, no. The Bay City 
Roflers, no thanks. Hawkwind,nah. Bros, do way 
But Rosy Music, ooh yes. The Clash, yes indeed 
The Pbgues, Godyes. And Blondie are right there 
amtmg the yeses. They were a group youiiever 

had to defmd your interest in, or justify your Ek- 


lrving-room and tells his unimpressed ohiTrirpn 
that they’re listening to a series of pa the tic sim- 
ulacra, a plastic Echoland in which nothing is 


as though by a nun in suspenders (“Mah-ree- 
ah/ Just gotta see her..:”) that sounded eerify 

fimtflinr Xhg n y ing pop video WagdHfk 

1. iL . _ —C . ■ ,.1 Unt (timndh 


at th r owawa y pop; that’s what, paradoxically; 
made their songs so enduring. Ms Harry’s look 
wasa construct, that drewattention to her Made 
roots, her pancake make-up, her machine- 
tooted gleam of sex; that’s why we took her to 
our hearts. We cared for her because she en- 
couraged us not to. We loved her precisely be- 


’“1 nnt tn 


hurl 


phone-receptionist’s headpieces while per- 
forming gymnastic dance routines that would 
have seemed dated to Pan’s People, circa 1968. 

We pick and choose authenticity in our lives. 
We choose these political beliefs^ these clothes, 
this music, this s hade of terracotta, this holiday 
destination, in the belief that, because they have 
a special reality for us, they are more intrinsi- 
cally real than other beliefs, clothes, notes, 
colours, islands. We make them ours. We per- 
form a series of passionate identifications with 
artefacts, selecting them from the cultural 
market garden, thinking they w31 combine in a 
harmonious, tbousand-petalled display and that 
will be the picture of our souL We may get it ‘ 
wrong all the time, but what we once chose was 
once part of our sense of who we were. That's 
what counts. And when a band such as Blondie 
comes bade- driven by heaven knows what im- 
pulse of artistic or; more likely; financial need, 
but sounding true to themselves -you welcome 
them hack, as you would regard with a wry smile 
a younger; handsomer photograph of yourself 

Why is this comeback so popular? Maybe the 
country is full of sentimental 35-to-45-year-olds 
who grew up with Ms Harry’s tzash-goddess voo- 
als forming the sound-track of their lives, and 
now -with the house, the garden, the mortgage, 
the children and the asparagus kettle - like to 
fieri thtyYe still grooving; that thdr heroine, forir 
ice queen, is at No 1 in the charts, though of 
course they’re far too mature to care about 
“charts". Perhaps the whole comeback culture 
is a saying-goodbye to the century by re-treaicfing 
the boards we trod inyouth. Somehow, you can’t 
imagfnea Culture CM) Nostalgia Iburm the year 
2001. It’s that Big Nought, of course. The bands 


40 would pay 
/ ice as much 

CALL A MOBILE 
ONE? 




Mostly resided in the gut— ... -- 

fronted them. She was both babjMloQ young and 
too old fiar punk; it was rumoured that she was 


and white boots; she reminded you of every 


breathed my 1 1-year- old daughter We both 
gazed at Ms Harry, now 53, radiating sexy hau- 
tem; singing in front of the old fine-up, Stem, CS&n 
Burke and Jimmy Destri, apparently reborn. 

■■ .. .. mmm m J Iaa) «Kniif fElO 


songs, Briiess cover versions ofhits from the Six- 
ties and Seventies. Listen to 91 l’s recent spotty 
warbling of Dr Hook’s U A little Bit More", or 
Emmie’s antiseptic disco version of Roxy’s 

tt Unm Than TWe* nr Dnimina'c nmnomnnlil 


I can’t say. But FH just go and put “Dream- 
ing” on the record deck one more time. Itis prob- 
abtytbe best of the singles that conquered the 
world at the end of the Seventies, and it finds 

tka crihartrl 


Even though BT are being pressured to reduce 
their prices to caB mobfie phones, they still charge 
you up to twice as much as First Telecom. 
We can also save you Up to 50% off your 
national and international calls to over 230 
countries. We won't have to touch your existing 
phone, line or numbec Just add First Telecom's 
service to your existing BT phone. So join our 
300,000 customers today, you'd be mad not to. 


FIRST TELECOM 


cpunuasoiQ senate* first nucoii easy mote aw bt standard rates. 

FIRST TELECOM EASY PHONE RATES TO MOBILE PHDNE5 ARE APPLICABLE 
TO THE 2BTH FEBRUARY 1999. EASY PHONE RATES ARE CHARGED PER SECOND. 
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Woodhead’s gaffe ... 

Sin Contrary to Chris W/bodhead's 
claims, it is not an educational 
experience when a member of the 
teaching profession has a 
relationship with a sixth-former. 

My children attended a school 
where just such an episode took 
place. The two people involved 
were so self-absorbed that the 
education of pupils took second 
place to this grand liaison. 

In the end the entire thousand 
pupils must haw been aware of 
this affair. It became a source of 
gossip and sniggers. It brought the 
entire teaching profession into 
disrepute. 

Chris Woodhead has now 
retracted his earlier statement 
Which one do we believe? Oris 
there a third way? He is dearly 
unfit to supervise those who teach. 
It is time he went 
NAOMI BALC AM 
Norwich 

Sir. Chris Woodhead made very 
realistic and honest remarks about 
sex between pupils and teachers. 

He was. to anyone not a hypocrite or 
moral fundamentalist quite right 

Can we sensibly maintain that 
sex between a young man of, say 
17. and a female teacher of, say, 23, 
is necessarily a crime that should 
be punished with up to two years in 
jail and the end of the young 
woman's career? 

Men who think this is so, and 
especially Blair and Blunkett 
should try to recall their feelings 
about sex at 17, or even 16. All my 
pals when I was that age would 
have simply loved to have such an 
encounter- particularly for its 
educational value. 

TEDBURFORD 
London W5 

Sin Recenl events have made it 
dear that Chris Woodhead should 
on no account be put in charge of 
the England football team. 
MICHAEL SWAN 
Chilton. Oxfordshire 

... and Hoddle’s 

Sir. Robert Davies argues that 
Glenn Hoddle's comments ought 
not to qualify for complete 
tolerance, if we follow John Locke - 
who wrote persuasively of the need 
for religious toleration, but refused 
to extend this to the expression of 
opinions injurious to the 
commonwealth (letter; 5 February). 

This may mistake what we 
should draw from Lotte. He 
declined to extend tolerance to 
those who held views the substance 
of which, if acted upon, would be 
injurious to society, such as Roman 
Catholics, who. at that time, held 
that the constitutional settlement 
in England was illegitimate. 

Mr Hoddle's views, though, 
relate to something purely in the 
realm of thought, or speculation. 
Nobody could act on them, even if 
he or she so wished. As someone 
with a disability, I do not feel 
threatened by them - as I would if 
someone said that the disabled are 
a drain on the nation's resources, 
with the implication that any help 
to them should be curtailed. 

JM SMITH 

West Kirby. Merseyside 

Sin It is now a sackable offence to 
hold religious beliefs that 
somebody else finds ridiculous: 
specifically to believe, under the 
influence of a faith healer that we 
pay in this life for our own sins in a 
past life. 

Tuny Blair’s church believes, 
under the influence of a faith 
healer, that God assumed human 
form in order to pay for somebody 
rise's sin uj a past life - Adam's. It 
was nice of God to punish himself 
for Adam's sin. because otherwise 
God would have compelled himself 
lo punish us for Adam’s sin 
i ubs-.ou.sly our just deserts given 
tiul we are Adam's remute 
descendants’. Except that 
nowadays, of course, educated 
people like Ttony Blair don't believe 
Adam existed in the first place. 

The fad is. any religion sounds 
barking mad except lo those 
brought up in it. Could there be a 
lossonherc? 

RICHARD DAWKINS 
Oxford 
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Winter in Moscow No 2: Men eating chocolate and drinking vodka at sunset beside the freezing Moskva river 


Andy Johnstone 


Life in stardust 

Sin Now that the die is cast as to 
what the Stardust mission to 
Comet Wild2 mi g ht bring back in 
2006 we consider it appropriate to 
recount the chronology of our own 
published ideas that relate to the 
subject of cometary origins of life 
CNasa takes off in search of 
stardust". 3 February!. 

Although the ideas of life 
existing outside the Earth and of 
panspermia have had a history 
stretching back over many 
centuries, the concept of comets 
carrying microbes began only with 
our own researches. This work has 
been published in a series of books 
and papers since the mid 1970s . 
Prior to 1974 there were, as far as 
we could find, no references to 
organic materials in comets, let 
alone to a connection between 
comets and life. In October 1974 the 
first arguments for organic 
polymers in comets were published 
by one of us in collaboration with 
Professor V Vanysek of Charles 
University in Prague, and 
thereafter we extended this to 
discuss the explicit connection 
between comets and microbial life. 

Our defence of cometary 
habitats for microbial life, including 
assertions of liquid water domains, 
was based on well-attested science 
- laboratory’ physics, microbiology 
and physical theory It is ironic that 
a scientific community that 
adamantly resisted our arguments 
is now embarking on a historic 
mission that has as a prime 
objective a test of the theory of 
cometarv life, a theory that was so 
deeply reviled in the 1970s. 
Professor Sir FRED HOYLE 
Professor CHANDRA 
WICKRAMASINGHE 
Cardiff 

Healthy cynicism 

Sir The "poisonous cynicism about 
governmental intentions" that 
John Carr (Right of Reply, s 
February* finds regrettable is the 
very basis of the American system. 
Checks and limits on governmental 
power was the overriding principle 


in. the writing of the Constitution. 
The purpose of US courts is not to 
decide what is in our best interest 
or what is good or bad. but what is 
consistent with the Constitution. 

Decisions on Internet 
regulation are rightly libertarian in 
that regard. It is no coincidence 
that the Internet came out of this 
libertarian and unregulated 
system. 1 seriously doubt you 
would have the innovation and 
explosive growth of the Internet if 
it was under the control of, for 
example. theEU. 

TOM HOFFMAN 
Osprey, Florida, USA 

Sin Thank you for bringing to light 
Tony Benn’s 1970 speech on the 
“Data Bank Society” (Classic 
Podium, 6 Ftebruary). The NCCL 
conference took its title from that 
of my book, written with Malcolm 
Warner (1970). We warned of the 
inevitable intrusion into all our 
lives by electronic storage and 
distribution of personal data. 

We pressed for adequate 
protective legislation; a few MPS 
listened; but Home Office dvfl 
servants cautiously drafted the 
Data Protection Act which has 
been ineffective in the two major 
areas highlighted by Mr Benn. I 
have to live with the consequence 
of failing to get the law I wanted: 
more organisations know more 


about me than 1 can r p.mftmh p.r-, 
and 1 don't know who they are. I 
wish it were not so! 

MG STONE 
Chichester, West Sussex 

Pension time-bomb 

Sir As your report (4 February) 
indicates, the Government’s new 
“flexible pensions investment 
vehicle" does not appear likely to 
offer any significant new options. 
“Old Labour” state-run social 
security is seen as no longer 
affordable, but the Government is 
loath to replace it by anything they 
think will be electorally unpopular 

The fallacies which will vitiate 
the plan are the assumptions that 
everyone will be continuously 
employed throughout life and will 
put something away for their old 
age. It seems almost certain that 
in 20 years’ time, there will be a 
large number of people back 
where they would have been in the 
19th century. Some of these could 
have avoided it, but many will have 
made rational decisions which 
turned out to be wrong. But fault or 
innocence is not the point Not this 
government's problem, but a huge 
problem there will be. 

It is on this basis that I appeal to 
you to give the Citizens Income a 
hearing, an unconditional payment 
to everyone sufficient to cover basic 


needs, independent afworkorotiier 
sources of wealth. This is being 
seriously investigated in other 
countries, notably Ireland, and to a 
lesser extent in the Netherlands. 

A citizens income may well be 
seen as the only option when the 
foreseeable crisis develops, but is 
makes sense now, and it would be 
better to introduce it as a choice 
rather than in desperation. 

CLIVE LORD 

Convener, Green Party Citizens 
Income Costings Group 
Batley, West Yorkshire 

Right to drive 

Sir Duff Hart Davis’s feature on 
recreational vehicular use of old 
roads (Weekend Review, 6 
February) stops well short of 
telling the whole story as does the 
dramatic picture accompanying it 

Throughout the centuries 
Britain's roads have been 
quagmires. Read contemporary 
reports of any long journey from 
the Middle Ages onwards. In 
Commons debates on the creation 
of turnpike trusts in the late 18th 
and early 19th centuries fears 
were expressed of deaths as 
carriages fell into rutted sections 
of roads, some of which are now 
dual carriageways; and others 
remain just as they were then. 

As many miles of footpath are 


Sir: Arc there two William 
Hagues leading the 
Conservative Party? Perhaps 
the one who wears baseball 
caps and seeks political 
inspiration in Texas ought lo 
talk to the one who preaches 
about the need to preserve the 
character of Britain. 

PAUL BURALL 
Dersingham. Norfolk 

Sin King .Abdullah, a monarch 
with much more power than 
ours, has been sworn in in a 
simple ceremony by the 
Jordanian parliament. I 
understand that the Church of 
England, who currently hold 


IN BRIEF 

the franchise for king-making 
in the UK are considering ways 
of modernising the coronation. 
Is it not time that we simply did 
away with this outdated ritual 
and had our next monarch, 
assuming of course that we 
shall bare one, take an oath to 
Betty Boothroyd or her 
successor as the representative 
of the British people? 

GERRY O'BRIEN 
London SW 16 

Sir: So. American crops are 
already exhibiting genetic 


pollution (“DNA tests reveal 
some 'organic’ foods modified”, 
5 February). This is logical. 
Nature designs genes to be 
stable and to work in harmony 
with each other and with their 
environment People design 
genes to be mobile and to 
invade living cells. Is it any 
wonder that man-made DNA is 
on the move? How long will it 
take for genetic pollution to 
erode the health of our food 
and our environment 
sufficiently to cause global 
famine? My guess is within my 
lifetime. 

JOANNA CLARKE 
Glasgow 


Why have children? 

Sr The reason society should 
support child-rearing is simple 

3 February): because like no 
other lifestyle choice, society needs 

children in order to continue to 

function. But if evezybody deeded 
not to have children until they 
could afford them, only the very 
ric»* would ever reproduce. 

There is a growing body of 
opinion in the West which believes 
that onfythe rich have the right to 
reproduce, and anybody else daring 

to is feckless and selfish and should 


ruined at the feet of hordes of 
walkers as are historic old roads 
damaged by modem vehicles. Only 

4 per cent of the country's rights of 
way may be used by vehicles, 
fflegal use may raise that figure to 

5 or fipercenL Is it too much to ask 
walkers who may be offended at 
the prospect of meeting a vehicle to 
walk the other 95 per cent? 

And while they are walking 
please may I ask that they don’t 
park outside my bouse, nor even 
drive past it on their way to and 
from their walking destination. 

The sight, noise and femes of their 
vehicles offend me as much as 
wheel tracks in the countryside 
appear to offend them. 

GEOFF WILSON 
Lozonby Cumbria 

Third World wages 

Sin Titus Alexander's claim (letter; 
5 February.! that “lack of demand 
in the world economy could be 
cured by paying people in the 
poorest countries more for their 
work” is economic quackery. 

It's a basic Keynesian point that 
wages are pinned to the ma rginal 
product of labour: As Paul 
Krugman has observed, ‘'all of the 
supposed excess production in the 
world economy has as a necessary 
counterpart increased income - 
every dollar of sales must also 
represent a dollar of wages or 
profits to somebody.” 

That increased income must be 
either saved or spent So 
inadequate aggregate demand in 
the global economy would 
necessarily be reflected in a global 
excess of savings relative to 
investment opportunities. Yet 
savings rates in the developed 
economies have generally been 
falling, while in the developing 
world they have been rising less 
quickly than investment demand. 

So far fr o m stimulating 
development, Mr Alexander's 
inflationary recipe would be the 
surest route to cutting real wages 
and depressing Irving standards is 
the Third World. 

OLIVER KAMM 
LondonWCl 


confiscated and reallocated to 

more deserving recipients fie 
richer ones). The logical extension 
of this, of course, is that whole 

nations with low GDPs should just 
contracept themselves out of 
existence, as they obviously cant 
afford children. 

Such repellent Malthusian ideas 
went out of fashion after the 
successes of the postwar liberation 
and dvfl rights movements, but are 

creeping back into respectability 

under the guise of pre t end in g that 
child-rearing is an individual 
rather than a social prqject 
JEANMOLLOY 
London SE13 

Sin In response to the article 
“Brain food for babies" (2 

February), I feel that there is a lot 
of self-righteousn ess and snobbery 
attached to breast-feeding. 

My first child was part breast-, 
part bottle-fed for his first seven 
months. Tiki* Anah el Hands' two- 
and-a-half-year-old breast-fed 
offspring, he could be described as 
having “stunning” speech. 

With my second child I ignored 
the social pressure to breast-feed 
ami - blow me down -she, too, 
could be described as a “very alert 
baby” My second child has had a 
much healthier first year than her 
brother despite being “deprived” of 
“mother’s milk." 

I am sure that several factors 
affect children's cognitive 
development early feeding just 
being one. Wbmen should not be 
made to feel that they are in some 

way failing their children if they 
choose not to perform what for 
many is a difficult and arduous task. 
ANGELA WALSH 
Birmingham 

Too many secrets 

Sr 1 am pleased to hear the 
Government is considering 
introducing a public interest 
defence into the Official Secrets 
Act (“Ministers in review of"'” “ 
Secrets Act”, 3 Fbbruafy).^ 

In 1988 . on behalf ofthe Labour, 
Roy Hattersley said: cannot be 

necessary or right to mate every 
item connected with security, no 
matter how loosely, subject to 
automatic restriction. It is 
in tolerable that the Government 
alone should be able to define the 
individuals who are covered by the 
blanket ban, and the categories of 
work to be shrouded in secrecy". 

The section which was being 
used against my client David 
Shayier does not require that the 
disclosure needs to cause specific 
kinds of harm. If an employee of 
one ofthe services discloses 
anything, no matter how trivial or 
inaccurate, they wfflbeguilfy of a 
criminal offence. 

■ Free speech has to be weighted 
against national security but a 
public interest defence would allow 
that balance to be struck by a jury. 

It would also ensure that the Act - 
complied with Article 10 ofthe 
European Convention on Human 
Rights. The current Act forces us 
to trust the Government to get the 
balance right History teaches us 
that such complete trust m 
government is misplaced. 
JOHNWADHAM 
Director, Liberty 
London SEl 

Free love 

Sin Readers of an affectionate 
disposition, or those with harems, 
might be interested to know that 
our focal Woofworths here in 
Uxbridge has been offering three 
Valentine cards for the price of two. 
CHRIS PAYNE 
Uxbridge, Middlesex 


Everything you always wanted to know about rubber boots 


YOl'K INTEREST in the outskirts of 
English vocabulary is as lively as 
ever, and 1 got a constant stream 
of inquiries from readers about ob 
scure words and meanings. As 
you know, l tend to store these up 
until I get a visit from our resident 
expert. Dr Wbrdsmith. who spends 
most of his life in his local pub. 
doing language research. But I 
am delighted to say that he is with 
us again today, so. without further 
ado. over to the great man himself. 

Dear Dr Wondsmith. As I was going 
out for a walk today I was putting 
on my gum boots, or what we also 
call our Wellington boots, and [ was 
wondering idly if then? was any par- 
ticular difference between a gum 
boot and a Wellington boot” 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Is that 
your question? 


No. it isn't. I am sure there is no 
particular difference between gum 
boots and Wellington boots. It is 
quite interesting, however, that we 
have two different expressions for 
exactly the same item of apparel 
which seems a case of over- 
production. 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Just a 
one-off. surely. There is no other 
example of c garment trhicfc has 
two equal names. 

Well, that's not quite true, is it? 
After all. there's scarves and muf- 
flers. There’s underpants and 
knickers. There's briefs and shorts. 
There's jerseys and jumpers. 
There's... 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Ail tighL 
all right, wise guy! So. when I said 
that no other garment has two 
names. / should have said that 
EVERY other garment has two 


names. Big deal. Sow, what's 
your question? 

Well I was thinking that it's 
interesting that the name “gum 
boots" has survived as well as 
"Wellington boots" has, even 
though "gum boots" has no ling- 
uistic by-products. 

Dr Wiyrdsmith writes: How do 
you mean* 

1 mean that Ihere are no slang 
words or expressions associated 
with gum boots. We don’t say “I'm 
going to put on my gummies" or 
anything like that Whereas we do 
talk about a pair of wellies. We even 
say -give it a bit of welly" mean- 
ing to put your foot down, and we 
also use “wellied" as one of the 
mam- synonyms for drunk. 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Do we? 

Yes. we do. We also talk about the 
“green wellv brigade", as a short- 



Miles 

Kington 

We mustn't make 
the mistake of thinking 
that Wellington went 
to battle in gum boots 

hand reference to the kind of gen- 
try who go to point-to-points, wear 
Huskies and talk in loud voices. 


Dr Wbrdsmith writes: Do toe? 

0b, yes. Of course, the Welling- 
ton boot derives its name from 
Arthur Wellesley, the 1st Duke of 
Wellington, who also gave his name 
to a well-known tree. 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Which 
one is that? 

The wellingtonia. 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Right ! 
Pm with you. I think. 

Of course, we mustn’t make the 
mistake of thinking that the Duke 
of Wellington went to battle in gum 
boots. For one thing, it would have 
looked a bit infra dig. For another 
thing, they hadn’t invented rubber 
properly by then. The name 
“Wellington boots” had originally 
been given to leather boots which 
were cut lower at the back to allow 
the knee to bend freely. Not that 
people never bent their knees 


along... 

Dr Wbrdsmith writes: Look, 
have I missed something or have 
you. asked your question yet? It 
wouldn't matter so much, except 
die pubs have just opened and I 
think it's mg shout.. 

My question is this. As I was 
putting my Wellington boots on 
tins morning. I reafiseri imwnwty 
for the first time that there is a 
certain technique involved in 
tucking your trousers into the back 
of the boots. %u dorft just staff your 
trousers down the boots, because 
they wouldn’t fit Whatyou (fo is pull 
the leg back as far a$ it will go, then 
fold it round to the side and, while 
holding the trouser into the site, 
slide your leg into the boot, then 
leave go of the trouser 

Dr Wbrdsmith writes; Ye s, Toe 


got that. Now, whaf. 
question? 

I just wanted to know 
was a word to describe ti 
particular and quite i 
technique. 

Dr Wordsmith wr 
shouldn't think so for a m 

TVl mn tv_ m. 
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in this column has been 
by the readers and not a fc 
you? Just what kind of a 
are you? 

Dr Wbrdsmiih writes 
thirsty one, sir, and 
annoyed one at havii 
ragged out of me put 
Qtey^wadcap question 
™bber boots. You wmfir, 
minutes’ tone at the t 
Three JaOy Cobblers - I 
Qood day, sir! 
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At last - the start 
of a strategy to 
care for the carers 

TEE BLAIR Government’s search for ‘jo£Qfich^ppolidfiS ,, 
took a step forward yesterday, when the Deputy Prime 
Minister John Prescott, launched the first national strat- 
e ^y tor carers. Such a strategy is long overdue, and not 
simply to give carers’ morale a boost - although it is to 
be hoped that it will serve that purpose. The real break- 
through was the change in the quality of service that 
carers will be entitled to demand. 

The state saves an estimated £34bn a year through the 
work of all (hose who struggle to care for aged or infirm 
relatives, a captive reserve army of 6 minion who now 
deserve some of that money back. Many of them are old 

nmnlA 09m»T (luvm .LT1J 1 1- r* .. 


parents, or women forced to interrupt careers to look after 
children. These forgotten props of the welfare state are 
not just receiving some of the recognition they desper- 
ately need; with just a little attention to detail, the Gov- 
ernment is trying to change their evexyday lives. 

Investment in people, rather than institutions, win 
save money in the long run. Even something sim ple such 
as a ramp at the front door would prevent a district nurse 
or home help having to attend every time a wheelchair- 
bound resident wanted to get into his cnr her own home. 
Better trained carers will be able to cope with more dif- 
ficult illnesses, allowing the elderly to stay at home 
longer; and forestalling the need to institutionalise them. 

More importantly, new statutory regulations allowin g 
social service departments to provide services direct to 
carers, and dear rights for those looking after their rel- 
atives, mark another stage in the shift from a command 
economy in care to a more consumer-oriented approach. 

There are too many examples of crass insensitivity on 
the part of social services to represent isolated incom- 
petence; their whole culture must now change. Local 
bureaucrats have to begin to serve customers rather than 
provide the services they have already decided on. As with 
their Social Exclusion Unit experiment. New Labour is 
rightly trying to bring together (Efferent agencies to 
serve people whose needs cannot be departmentalised. 

The caring professions have been hampered by con- 
fused responsibilities; doctors, lacking the time for such 
work; often trust that local authorities are picking up the 
pieces. A survey published last September by the 
Princess Royal Trust for Carers showed that most car- 
ers felt GPs to be unaware of their needs. The National 
Strategy wiQ increase consultative ifafrc between the 
NHS and local authorities. This should help to discour- 
age narrow specialisms, dovetailing ^ with the efforts of the 
Health Secretary, Frank Dobson, to establish joint bud- 
gets for the- two services and to raise the standards of 
social services through a General Social Care Council. . 



This change in attitude is more important than the extra 
money Mr Prescott announced yesterday. The provision 
of £l40m to allow carers to take a break is not much, 
shared between 6 million people. It will amount to little, 
if it is not accompanied by an end to the division between 
health and social services that has plagued the provision 
of home care ever since the Sixties, and the start of a 
process that will lighten the burden of caring , 

Much has been achieved through the campaigns 
mounted by carers* organisations, the burgeoning of 
which has been one of the most positive developments 
of recent years. The legal status of carers has been 
established; Invalid Care Allowance is to be paid to mar- 
ried women; council tax concessions have been granted. 
But in tiie end the most important development was the 
one reinforced yesterday: the move from prescribing 
care for a whole community to caring for the individual 
needs of some of the most valuable, resourceful, respon- 
sible and vital members of our society. 


The stock market must 
not be too exclusive 

A COMPANY named Rebus is casting off its London Stock 
Exchange listing: this modest computer services firm 
will be “going private”. The news is unlikely to make much 
of a splash. But the point about Rebus is precisely that it 
is, relatively, insignificant It is not the first and will cer- 1 
tainfy not be the last smaller enterprise to de-list This tend- 
ency has been growing. So Rebus is a significant story for 
what it tells us about the state of our capital markets. 

The mam problem farpri by smaller enm panip-s listed nn 

the London International Stock Exchange is that they are 
a big yawn for the big institutional investors. It is only to 
be expected that, pushed ahead by a wave of globalising 
mega-mergers , the larger companies’ share prices will out- 
perform those of smaller ones. But the gap in performance 


between the bigger and smaller companies has been 
growing at an alarming rate for some time. 

The bull market has passed many firms by. This sug- 
gests a degree of market failure. Teams of researchers 
watch big firms' fortunes - and some smaller companies 
in trendy sectors such as the Internet - like hawks. 
Unfashionable smaller companies are under-researched, 
and thus under-bought They then underperform and look 
even less interesting. A cycle soon sets in. 

The market does have a correcting mechanism. When 
those who do know the true value of their concerns -often 
the existing management - see a bargain, then they buy 
their company from a neglectful stock market But there 
is a price - the end of access to a cheap source of capital 

Generally, the world’s stock markets are efficient ways 
of raising money. The markets can, as biotech and tech- 
nology stocks show, take a long view. But for many smaller 
companies it is unfortunate that the stock market is 
becoming a more and more exclusive club. 


These rebels may be game for a 
laugh, but they’re good for nothing 


In* 
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RHODRI MORGAN is every educated 
Englishman's idea of what a Welsh- 
man should be like. 

The MP is dark, his eyebrows are 
bushy, his voice is mellifluous and 
rarely sflent; bardic blood can easily 
be imagined to be coursing through 
his veins. At night he probably meets 
under Uareggub hill and de claims 
with Butcher Beynon and the 
Reverend EC Jenkins. As a personality 
he seems an altogether natural choice 
(to an untutored English eye) for the 
Welsh Labour Party to pick as its 
candidate fix’ the post of the first-ever 

Welsh First Minister Hyou wanted an 

eisteddfod opened, Rhodri would 
appear to be your man. 

But then, we English have not 
really been following the Welsh 
debate, nor will we have to five with 
the consequences. We simply note 
that Morgan’s Blairite opponent, Alun 
Michael - the current Welsh Secre- 
' tary - lacks hwyL His features are 
shar p where Morgan's are craggy; his 
tones flat where Morgan’s are musi- 
cal; his pronouncements are boring 
and careful while Morgan’s are 
exciting and a bit... 

The word, I think, is “silly”. This 

feels a harsh thing to say about a man 

who is so popular with the Westmin- 
ster press corps. When I was -b riefly 
- a parliamentary sketch ^ writer at the 

House, Rhodri Morgan was one of the 

few MPs who used regularly to tele- 
phone me and my colleagues with 
some droD tale that we might have 

liked to follow up. For my part, afl too 

often, I couldn’t quite see the joke. I 
was grateful, but slightly nonplussed 
And that was also how I felt this 


weekend when I opened my Sunday 
newspaper and discovered a fairly typ- 
ical “what-the-heli-do-we-put-on- 
page-10?” spread about the BBC's 
planned progr amming On the first day 
of the new millennium. There, sur- 
rounded by pictures ofDesLyiiam and 
Jill Dando, was a story claiming that 
anger was growing outside England 
at the preponderance of English 
presenters who would be fronting 
this event 

Tam Datyefl MP was cross, while 
admitting that he hadn’t even heard 
of Jill Dando, but the longest, most 
newsworthy comments came from our- 
Rhodri. “The BBC is planning for its 
usual London-based tuwies," he is 
reported as saying. And he is supposed 
to have added: “This is the age-old 
problem of the BBC not being truly 
representative of Great Britain and, 

as usual it is the Welsh and the Scots 
who are largely ignored.” 

It so happens that, these days, 
bong Scottish or Vfelsh is an immense 
asset should you want to be a TV or 
radio presentee Scottish and Welsh 
accents are considered to be engag- 
ingly dddassd in a way that E ngli s h 
regional accents or received pronun- 
ciation are not Tone into the Today 
programme and you will quickly dis- 
cover that, of its three main presen- 
ters, two are Scots and the third is 
Welsh. At the other end of the day on 
Newsrvight, Paxman may be an Eng- 
lishman, but KirstyWark is certainly 
neither of those things. Rhodri is just 
plain wrong. 

However; this Knd of mild, if empty 
“speak first, think later*’ populism has 
characterised quite a lot of the 



David 

Aaronovitch 

You might vote for them, 
but only in the knowledge 
that there would always be 
Westminster to fall back on 

Morgan nampaign so far it reminds 
one of the fact that, even before the 
Welsh referendum, Morgan was not 
chosen by Tbny Blair to fill any pos- 
ition in government, including the 
Welsh Office. 

Alim Michael howeva; had already 
been Jack Straw’s right-hand man fair 
some time; and - though un- 
spectacular in demeanour - was 
thought to be doing a good job at the 
Home Office, having never held a 
government post before. 

Interestingly, it is those who voted 
against Welsh devolution who, in my 
experience, are more fikety to support 
Morgan’s candidacy. Some want to 
punish Tony Blair for inflicting a 
Welsh Assembly upon them; others 


that this is one election in which it is 
fine to make a gesture, to do some- 
thing different, to stop being so 
go d d amn restrained and responsible 
- a sense, if you like, that it doesn’t 
really matter 

This is supplemented by something 
else, which is unique to the British left: 
a hatred of being in power A few 
weeks ago a man wrote to The 
Guardian’s letters page, expressing 
these sentiments: “L too, have been 
a Labour supporter for 30 years,” he 
lamented, “and I too have spent the 
months since May 1997 in a state at 
almost continual depression." 

In London such a man would be 


itmayas well be led by an enthusiast 
However; overall there is a sense 


as the capital’s mayor; I imagine. 
Ken, of course, is lionised by the 
luwies who so worry Rhodri. That's 
because he’s a -laugh, is Ken, a char- 
acter The powers-that-be disapprove 
of him, and he uses their disapproval 
to fuel his campaign as any icon of 
teenage rebellion would. At one level 
Ken is the candidate for those who 
don’t want to tidy their rooms and do 
their homework 

It is not Ken’s fault that few can be 
bothered to read the large print, let 
alone the small. In a full-page adver- 
tisement in yesterday’s London 
Evening Standard, Ken repeated his 
Haim that “there is simply no ques- 
tion of my using the mayorship to 
wage pofitiial warfare against the Gov- 
ernment”. Nevertheless, he wants to 
increase corporation tax on aty firms, 
otherwise “we wfll find ourselves in 
conflict with the electorate and with 
public sector umons*\ That, most em- 
phatically, is not the view from No il 


In the same advertisement, the K en 
campaign proclaims that “Londoners 
are subsidising the rest of the coun- 
tiy. Fbr each pound. .. we get bads ooty 
75p.” His target, once again, is Gor- 
don Brown and tee subsidised Scots. 
Not very undestabilising. 

This is, of course, a mirror image 
of what tee Scottish National Party has 
been saying to the increasingly sym- 
pathetic Scottish electorate. Where 
Ken sees a cabinet full of Scots, the 
SNP portrays a Labour Party foil of 
Middle England-appeasing Isling- 
tonites. London plays the same role 
in SNP demonology as Dublin does in 
Ian Paisley’s. The SNP argues that 
Scofcmd would do well out of a divorce. 

As I write this, it is not impossible 
that all three campaigns - Morgan’s, 
Livingstone's and tee Scottish Nat- 
ional Party's - will succeed. It raises 
some interesting possibilities for tee 
future as these populist movements 
call for money to be stripped from the 
others and handed over to them. And 
I fuDy concede that each of the three 
represents something that is attrac- 
tive about its nation or dly. 

The problem is that none of than 
is really serious, realty grown-up. You 
might vote for them, but only in the 
knowledge that there would always be 
Westminster to fell back upon if it all 
went beDy up. 

You can get Ken and stfll have Tony 

in No 10; you can enjoy Rhodri safe in 
tee knowledge that tee Alun Michaels 
are really in charge; you can take a 
punt on the Nats, but Gordon will still 
be running the economy. Which wfll 
be fim for a while. But, Hke all teenage 
parties, it won't last 


Q uote of the Day 

“After all this time and ail this effort by so many 
people, I still don’t have any answers." 
Duwayne Brooks, 

key witness in tee Stephen Lawrence case 

T HOUGHT FOR THE PAY 

“Life is a tragedy for those who feel 
and a comedy for those who think." 

Jean de la Bruyere, 

French author 


TO SAY that the death of King 
E -Hussein has plunged Jordan 
into uncertainty is an under- 
statement. Days before his 
death he made his son his suc- 
cessor instead of his brother, 


WHO nao 

mg. The last-minute switch en- 
sures a degree of animosity 

towards the prince who is un- 
schooled in politics and inno- 
cent in the ways of palace 
intrigues. In tee Middle East 

equation he is an unknown, yet 
expected to live up to the tow- 


ering achievements of his fa- 
ther Ffew successors ever do. 
Hong Kong Standard 

KING HUSSEIN’S son’s mettle 
win be tested as he learns to 
steer the country through re- 


monitor 

all the News of the world 
Comment on the future of Jordan 
following the death of King Hussein 


Arab countries have stretched 
tear hand of friendship to King 
Abdullah -he cm expect his re- 
lations with tee United Arab 

Emirates to be as cordial as his 

tether’s. Abo Dhabi has made 
known its gesture of support 


and its high-level delegation for 
the funeral Is an indication of 
its regard for the newkhag. The 
Arab support being eriended to 
him is a good augury. 

KTialeej Times, UAE 


THE NEW king Abdullah, wifi 
reassure allies and friends that 
he win keep all of Jordan’s 
commitmentewhfielettirigen- 
esmes know that he is not weak. 
Each step he takes will be 


carefully designed to prove his 
readiness and competence, but 
tee real test will come in five 
years or so if, and when, Eng 

Ab dullah hac pmwn hfmRfttf to 

be the rightful capable 
monarch ready to move out 
from his father’s shadow. As for 
now, part of King Hussein's 
great legacy -despite his last- 
minute reshuffling of succes- 
sion - was his ability to give 
Jordan suda a relatively serene 

transition. 

Jerusalem Post 


ABDULLAH PROMISES to fol- 
low his tether’s lead and pur- 
sue a policy of peace in the 
Middle East But he has a tong 
way to go before he can escape 
tee legacy left hybis father Ab- 
dullah's transition to the throne 
takes place at a time when the 
peace process is deadlocked 
over the suspension of the im- 
plementationcf the Wye agree- 
ment Analysts expect it will be 
some time before i Abdullab 
plays a role in the process. 
China Daily . 
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Pandora 


just as Jack Straw is about 
to introduce a shake up of the 
system for dealing with 
asylum seekers. Pandora 
hears of the arrival on his 
doorstep of another group of 
desperate refugees. 

Hundreds of mice have 
turned up at the Home Office 
building at Queen Annes Gate 
in London, having Bed the 
tyranny of environmental 
health officers who have 
driven them out of their home 
under the nearby Tube 
station. St James's Park. 
Straw has remained true to 
his promises to remain firm 
but fair to those who come to 
him seeking sanctuary. 
Pandora heard that he has 
installed a network of rodent- 
friendly traps designed to 
capture but not kill. A Home 
Office spokesperson nattily 
told Pandora: “There has 
been no evidence of the mice 
Tor almost three weeks but I 
can tell you that there has 
been no'danger to staff." 


were filed from the dining- 
room, TV crews from all over 
the world camped out in the 
prim suburban street, filming 
everything that moved, and 
one night the BBC2 news 
was even presented live from 
the house. 


THE NORTHERN Ireland 
Assembly is looking for an 
“I'nner-Editor fbr tha 
Chaiunmer o tha Scrievit 
Aecoont t Hansard)". The 
“Selleric will be £13.737 tae 
£19,315 on a six-month 
leemited-tairm contraick". 
In other words, this is the 
Lister-Scots or “Lilians" 
translation of an 
advertisement that will 
appear in tonight’s Belfast 
Telegraph for a sub-editor 
for the Assembly’s Hansard 
report of its proceedings. 
Pandora is reliably 
informed that it is the first 
Lilians advertisement of its 
kind. An Irish speaker is 
already in place but it will 
be hard going to find the 
Lilians equivalent. As a new, 
trilingual era beckons, 
Pandora is told that even 
finding someone to draft the 
advert was hard enough. 


VIEWERS OF the Scotland 
vs Wales rugby match in the 
Five Nations' championship 
on Saturday will have 
caught a glimpse of Donald 
Dewar and Alan Michael, 
the respective secretaries of 
state, watching the game at 
MurrayfiekL Michael 
certainly deserves some 
relaxation after a few 
setbacks in his contest with 
Rhodri Morgan for Labour’s 
choice for Welsh Assembly 
leader. Pandora has 
followed the contest closely 
and wondered where 
Rhodri Morgan was for the 
game. It appears that on 
Saturday morning both men 
were campaigning in North 
Wales. Afterwards Michael 
was flown oat to watch the 
game live in Scotland, while 
Morgan chose the humbler 
surroundings of Wrexham 
Labour Club TV lounge. 


PANDORA SALUTES the 
Ministry of Defence who 
appear to have made the 
most dramatic expenditure 
saving in history. In 1996/97 
the department spent 
£481,383 on public opinion 
surveys. But according to a 
parliamentary answer given 
late last week, in 1997/98 the 
department spent only the 
princely sum of 5p on opinion 
polls. Pandora would 
appreciate the name of their 
accountant 


No wonder our children are bonkers 


LAST WEEK’S revelation that our 
children are suffering from primary- 
school executive stress, are often 
weirdly neurotic and are generally 
going bonkers, should perhaps 
come as no surprise. 

For some time, after all, we've 
knows that more pupils are being 
excluded from schools than ever 
before The rise in juvenile crime has 
become so severe that a children’s 
prison is now available where II- 
and 12-year-olds are put under the 
care of Group Four security opera- 
tives. As for the mental health of our 
more law-abiding children, a recent 
survey that put Thn Henman in lift 
place in a list of moral and spiritual 
leaden most respected by 15-year- 
olds tells its own grim story 

The problem, it need hardly be 
said, lies not with children, most of 
whom remain surprisingly sane, 
but with adults who tend to express 
their own anxieties In their attitudes 
towards the young. 

The Victorians were clammily 
obsessed with the innocence of 
childhood and eagerly painted or 
photographed its naked, prelaps- 
arian purity. More recently, the 
ideals of the hippie revolution 



Terence 

blacker 

The problem lies uritk 
adults who express their 
own anxieties in their 
attitudes to the young 


curdled at the precise point, in the 
late Sixties, when its leaders became 

preoccupied with the “Eberatioc” of 
schoolchildren, white the following 
decade revealed a sort of guilt- 
ridden fear of the young, with the 
new wave of such books and films 
as The Exorcist, Flowers m foe Attic 
and The Skirting. 

Elements of all these neuroses 
are evident today - for example, in 


the unhealthy media interest in 
papdnphiHa and in the peculiar 
publfo rage sh<Avn against young of 1 
fradera-butacontmqjorarygoss 
has been added According to last 
week’s report, from the Mental 
Health foundation, children are in- 
creasingty perceived other as rf evil 
demons” or, on the other hand, as 
“designer accessories or pets”. 

In other words, now that we not 
only compete fbr better salaries but 
also like to show a healthy profit in 
our caring, emotional lives, the 
need to be seen as a successful par- 
ent has become central Children 
have become little ambassadors 
for their proud, boastful parents. 

But to raise these acceptably 
dynamic yet well mannered child- 
ren, who pass all the right exams 
and get into the right schools, 
requires money effort and anxiety 
from middle-class parents in the 
private system. Ruinousty expensive 
nursery schools employ & head of 
studies who solemnly reports to 
parents on the academic progress 
of their four-year-olds. Teachers in 
private and public sectors are under 

unprecedented pressure from the 
more ambitious parents to push 


their progeny up out of the much- 
feared average-ability band. 

Oddly, these attitudes seem to 
have . infected the educational 
system as a whole. The national 
curriculum has radically reduced 
the time pupQs spend playing or in 
lessons now deemed less important 
(imiirir* or drama, for example) in 
favour of yet another exam-geared 
lesson in literacy or arithmetic. In 
our eagerness to turn our children 

into respectable, upwardly mobile 
minim a riu Its, we are squeezing out 
the very moments of leisure, free- 
dom and exploration that would 
provide them with the self- 
sufficiency and emotional resources 
they need to survive in an absurdly 
stressful world. The much-vaunted 
raring society is in too much of a 
hurry to allow children to develop 
at their own pace. 

Meanwhile, at the otber end of the 

scale, parents who have discov- 
ered that their children are neither 
pets nor accessories but are every 
bit as inconveniently imperfect as 
any adult express the new spirit of 
selfishness not in over-competit- 
iveness but with neglect - pas si ng 
on an inheritance of despair and 


cynicism. No wonder the next gen- 
eration is going off the rate- 
Judging by figures published by 
the Children's Society, the situation 
of young people in Britain is one of 


fflmgnha. 

cent increase in permanent exclu- 
sions from school since 1990. The 
number of 15- and 16-yearolds in 

custody rose by 72 per cent in the 
- 1 e mte Bh iryirtricnn 


more young people than any other 
country in the European community 
- 5^00 a year compared to 16 in 
Denmark and 25 in Portugal. An 
average of 100 children run away 
from home every day. 

Nor should those who point to the 
success of that nice Tim Henman in 
the survey of moral role models be 
too smug; a recent report into 
teenage language has revealed that 
the distrust of lS-yeai^okJs of any- 
one who does not conform to gen- 
erally accepted norms of dean-cut 
looks and conventional behaviour is 
part of a deep and often violent sex- 
ual or racial prejudice. The reason 
for their dosed-mirtdedness is a pro- 
found sense of insecurity. 

The mini-adults are coining into 
their inheritance. 


We may need the Americans, 


but peace will still come 



AS EVERY Irish schoolboy knows, or 
thinks he knows, Lloyd George 
threatened Michael Collins with 
“immediate and terrible war" 
should the 1921 Anglo-Irish negoti- 
ations prove unsuccessful If the 
Good Friday agreement unravels 
over the next few months, few really 
believe that the same sword of 
Damodes hovers over everyone’s 
head. Mure is much more likely to 
lead to confusion than an instant- 
aneous return to full-scale para- 
military battle. 

There is little sense that the big 
battalions are poised and ready to 
roll if the agreement goes down, but 
if it does disintegrate, all wQl be 
plunged into extremely hazardous 
free fell Nowhere on the horizon is 
there any sign of any credible Plan 
B: it’s the agreement or it's back to 
the drawing-board. 

The mood out there (Hi the streets 
is complex. Although there is much 
worry about the fete of the agree- 
ment there is still no great seise of 
crisis. Seventy-one per cent of vot- 
ers endorsed the agreement in last 
year’s referendum: if they were 
really worried, some of them would 
surety be making their anxious 
voices heard, out on the streets or 
in other ways. But they’re not and 
that's probably because, as Mo 
Mowlam told David Frost the other 
day, they can think different thing s 
at the same time. Nobody can see 
how to solve the decommissioning 
conundrum, yet at the same time few 
realty believe that the peace process 
is about to end. 

This is parity complacency, and 
parity- a slightly irrational sense 
that something that has come so far 
and achieved so much could not 
simply implode now, -when a new 
cross -community government is 
within grasp. Yet complacency is not 
so far from optimism, and it realty 
does seem to be the case that North- 
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London, Dublin and 
Washington could force 
Trimble and Adams 
into an accommodation 


ern Ireland, after all the years of 
gloom and pessimism, is now dis- 
playing an unprecedented amount 
of underlying optimism and fa ith in 
the feture. This is despite all the pal- 
Mcalalanims and excursions, all toe 
confivntationaliiietoric, the loyalist 
arson attacks and the persistence of 
the kneecappings and beatings. 

The recent concentration on the 
“punishment” attacks has given 
many the impression that overall 
violence is as bad as even This is 
misleading. Since the Omagh bomb- 
ing last August, three people have 
been killed - two by loyalists and one 
lyrepuhlicans.On a human level this 
represents three tragedies: three 
families plunged into grief; three 
question marks over peace. But an 
a statistical level it represents pos- 
sibly the most pacific period that 
Northern Ireland has eqjoyed in 
more than three decades. 

Although the major groups are 
certainly involved in illegalities, 
such as “p unishment" they 

show no appetite for a return to war 
on the old model Speaking recently 
of the peace process, a senior 


republican figure said: “We have 
made life dedsfons - this leadership 
of Sinn Fein made life decisions in 
going down this path.” 

A similar attitude is evident an the 
loyalist side, where most l eader ship 
figures give no sign of seeking a way 
bade to wan There are, however, 
dements an both the republican and 
loyalist sides who are attempting to 
restart the conflict, and are re- 
grouping themselves into new 
organisations. While some at these 
have the capacity to do real damage, 
they are microscoptem comparison 
with the bigger groups. They are 
splinters from splinters, their mem- 
bership measured in dozens rather 
than thousands, out of step hot just 
with the general public but also 

With, the paramilitary marnsb- pam. 

As ever in Northern Ireland, dif- 
ferent psychologies can be seen at 
work cm toe Protestant and Catholic 
sides. Nationalists can be heard 
worrying that even after the Good 
Friday agreement. Unionists are 
showing they have a veto on many 
aspects of the process. David 
Trimble, as first minister designate, 
has deliberately played it long, im- 
posing his own pace on the process 
and reducing its momentum to a 
crawl in a way that has produced 
much frustration among other play- 
ers. At the same time he has also 
scored that rarest erf things, a Union- 
ist PR victory, in DUtting republicans 
cm the bade foot cm decommission- 
ing and punishment attacks. 

On the Unionist side, the de- 
commissioning debate fulfils several 
functions. Though Mr Trimble did 
not manage to have it inserted in the 
Good Friday agreement as a pre- 
condition, he has since emerged as 
its most vociferous champion. In 
doing so he has snatched away 
some of the initiative previously 
held by the anti-agreement Union- 
ist camp, and in one sense has 



Sen George Mitchell, left, witb David Trimble Brian LitUeJPA 


blurred the lines between pro- and 
anti-agreement Unionists. 

Some of those insistent on de- 
commissioning hope that it will be 
achieved and quietly look forward to 
the day when, everybody, including 
Sinn Fein, will sit together in an 
executive. Others in the camp, 
though, want to use it as a weapon 
to keep Sinn Fein out while some 
hope that it will wreck the whole 
process. Then again, some of the 
anti-accord Unionists have come to 
love the new assembly, and want to 
see the continuation of the assembly 
and the new status and salaries it 
has bestowed on them. 

As so often in the Middle East, 
and presently in Kosovo, situations 
such as this can drag on inter- 
minably; generally deteriorating as 
time passes unless matters are 
deliberately brought to a bead. In 
Belfast, a decision has now been 
reached that only a highly intensive 
negotiation will sort thing s out, and 
that a political pressure-cooker is 
therefore under construction. 

Mo Mowlam has said that by 10 
March, all will be ready to devolve 


real power to the assembly; .and 
although this is officially a target 
date, it is fast turning into a dead- 
line. The scene is thus set for a re- 
creation of the talks that culminated 
on Good Friday with exhausting all- 
night sessions Mowing which politi- 
cians emerged into the spring 
sunlight, pale and drawn, to 
announce that an acceptable com- 
promise has been hammered out 

It was suggested yesterday that 
the former US Senator; George 
Mitchell, who chaired some of the 
last bout might return to Belfast 
again. His reappearance would sig- 
nify the reinvolvement of Bill Clin- 
ton. The theory is that with London, 
Dublin and Washington breathing 
down their necks, both David 
Trimble and Gerry Adams would be 
forced Into an accommodation. 

What Lloyd George in fact said in 
1921 was: “We must know your 
answer by 10pm t onigh t. You can 
have until then - but no longer - to 
decide whether you will give peace 
wwar to your country.” The hope in 
1999 is that republican an d unionist 
will choose peace. 
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y IT HAS been estimated 
that, between 1600 and 
1900, 6 million individ- 
uals were buried in Lon- 
don. We can add to this an 
unknown number dating back 
to the Roman foundation of the 
City in about AD5Q. Through 
archaeological excavation, the 
remains of about 6^00 of those 
individuals have found their 
way into toe care of the Mus- 
eum of London. London is one 
of the most heavily excavated 
cities in the world. This is be- 
cause of its great size and 
antiquity and the continuing 
demand for development 

It is now almost unknown in 
Britain for archaeologists to 
choose to excavate human re- 
mains, Too much archaeology 
is being destroyed; there are 
too few archaeologists and too 
little money to allow us to 
decide where to dig; we prin- 
cipaBy react to sites threatened 
with destruction. 

Under the 1857 Burial Act it 
is illegal to disinter a body 
without lawful authority This 
authority comes in toe form of 
a licence from the Secretary of 
State at the Horae Office. Per- 
mission to disturb bodies 
buried in consecrated ground 
must come from toe Church. 


There is now a large and de- 
tailed literature on the ethics 
of excavating, curating and 
displaying h uman remains. 
Howeva; it has to be said that 
this deals almost entirety with 
foreign cultures and religions. 
Concerns about the ethics of 


of Britons, once you are beyond 
those who may have living rel- 
atives, are less dear-cut It 
has been noted that “British 
attitudes to dead bodies are 
ambivalent, contradictory and 
volatite”. One reason for this is 
that Christian faith does not 
hare strong views on the sanc- 
tity of toe dead. 

Archaeok^ists arc very con- 
scious of the dangers involved 
in their work. Many precau- 
tions are taken. Diseases to 
watch indude tetanus and 
WeiTs disease. 

However; there are a num- 
ber of extra dangers that are 
specifically associated with ex- 
cavating human remains. 
There is a risk of catching the 
diseases that caused the death 

of the body, only if any of the 
soft tissue survives; this is 
likely following more modem 
burials only where wood, or 
more probably lead, coffins 
have been used. Ttoo diseases 
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are a risk -anthrax and small- 
pox. Anthrax is rare in Britain, 
but can be fatal if not treated 
promptly. It is a spore-forming 
baefflus, which is reported to be 
able to survive for at least 50 
to 100 years. 

Smallpox killed and scarred 
its victims for thousands of 
years. It is now officially erad- 
icated from the world, making 
the threat of contamination 
from bodies all the more seri- 
ous. In 18th-century London 


about one in ten adult and one 
in three child deaths were 
from smallpox, so any excava- 
tion ofburials from that period 
is bound to deal with victims. 

Can the virus survive for 
long periods? We simply do not 
know. However unlikely it may 
be, the risk is stiQ there. 

London has been occupied 
as an urban space for almost 
2,000 years with only a very 
short gap during the early 
Saxon period. There are a lot 

of dead Londoners tying below 
our streets. 

The distribution of burials 
reflects toe growth of toe urban 

centre. We have very few buri- 
als from prehistoric and Saxon 
times - this is because there 
was onty a small, non-urban, 
population in the London area, 
with no concentrations of pop- 
ulation. Roman law did not 
allow for the burial of the dead 
within city boundaries. It was 
also normal for cemeteries to 

flank the main roads leaving a 
city and indeed this is what we 

find in London. 

In 1348, London was struck 

by the Black Death, which led 
to the need for emergency bur- 
ial provision. One estimate 
suggests that 500,000 London- 
ers died. This is probabty an 


overestimate, but figures 
would have been high. Clearly 
the existing cemeteries could 
not cope, and new emergency 
provision was 

In 1905 a mass grave was un- 
covered on toe site of the Grey 
Friars primy- north of St Raul’s, 
with several hundred burials. 
There are records that an- 
other site of 13 acres was pur- 
chased for the same purpose 
near Smitbfield. 

By toe 17th century; Lon- 
d on s church cemeteries were 


~ iuac 

was often no room for expan- 
sion dose to toe church, sc new 
“DKteries were established on 
the edge of built-up areas. 

Between 1837 and 1841 the 
government authorised the 
bunding of seven commercial 
cemeteries. The most famous 
of these were HIghgate, Ken- 
sal Green and Nunhead 
As long as development con- 
tinues m London there will be 
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Farewell to the old factories 



Hamish 

McRae 

Production lines have 
dominated this century, 
hut they won't dominate 
the 21st century 

ANYONE CONTEMPLATING the 
plight of Rover should get the bad 
PeWB Out Of the Way first Rrtrar ha« 
to face three harsh realities. The 
first is that there is around 40 per 
cent over-capacity in European car 
production. The second is that the 
UK does not have any evident com- 
parative advantage in mass pro- 
duction of consumer durables, 
including cars. And the third is 

41 1 ^ ... . . . _ _ 


Rover than any other in the world 
has so far failed to revive it 

Now three bits of good news. This 
is not a re-run of the “Red Robbo”, 
Austin Allegro, mass picketing may- 
hem of the Seventies. Nor is the 
future of the motor industry any 
longer so crucial to the future of the 
British economy. And there are 
corners of the British car industry 
that have a fascinating potential in 
the next century. 

The negatives have been widely 
aired Manufacturing cars has been 
the most important industry this 
century butnow it is a mature one. 
In the developed world, the market 
is a replacement one: it is no longer 
growing. As the quality of cars im- 
proves, the need to buy new ones 
diminishes, and as new industrial 
nations with low labour costs enter 
fee market, the global supply rises. 
The resulting overcapacity has to 
be taken out somewhere. 

Some will come out here in 
Britain. The UK is by no means a 
bad place to build cars. As Nissan 
has d emons trated in Sunderland, 
British workers, property trained 
and property treated, can be as pro- 
ductive as any. in the world. But that 
is in a new plant, wife imported 
skills, and in a part of the country 
wife no tradition of making cars. In 
the old Austin plant of Longbridge, 
wife a troubled history and lack-lus- 
tre products, even a management 
as flexible, intuitive and deter mined 
as BMW has found it impossible not 
to lose a great deal of money. 

On the surface there is a sense 
of d&jci vu - as though we are back 
in fee Seventies. The weekend of the 
boardroom row, resignations, 
interviews with worried workers, 
threats to shut Longbridge, calls for 
government support, and - a nice 
touch - Dennis Skinner calling for 
fee company to be nationalised. 



MGF sports cars being transported from the Rover Group plant at Longbridge near Birmin gham 


The reality mertiftdty is veiy dif- 
ferent This issue now is not what 
to do with a strike-ridden catastro- 
phe, but rather how to manage afin> 
ther downsizing of part of an 
industry in a dvffised way. Change 
is inevitably painful: decent people 
end up being hurt, and fee shock- 
waves extend far beyond the direct 
employees to entire communities. 

So the more cleverly change is 
managed, the smaller the number 
nf casualties ^ l«g wteno np 

the collateral damagp If feat means 
taking money from British taxpay- 
ers and giving it to the Quant fam- 
ily in Bavaria (the principal owners 
of BMW? to bribe them to keep some 
production going in Longbridge, 
then so be it But we should not kid 
ourselves feat this is the best fixture 
for the British economy T hat f u t u re 
lies elsewhere. 

But where? Ybu have to start with 
the question -vfaat can we do in this 
country that gives us a comparative 
advantage over other people in 
other countries? 

Objectively there are several 
areas where there is a measured 
advantage: in pharmaceuticals, 
financial services, media and. 
entertainment, miscellaneous high 
technology products, and so on. 
There is one well-known example 


in the motor trade: racing cars. The 
majority of the wukfs Ftarmula (hie 
cars are made here in Britain 
becanse the duster of skills needed 
to make them happens to have 
developed here. Two particular 
qualities - creativity and crafts- 
manship - happen to abound in the 
UK, and in industries which require 
these, it is possible to dominate fee 
world market. 

Sub-pockets of these craft-based 
motor manufacturing businesses 
keep developing into something 
more. Mayflower has made a suc- 
cess of producing bodies for the new 
MGF and the new Rolls-Royce. 
The newest potential business, for 
those interested in such things, is 
sticking powerful motorcycle 
engines into snazzy two-seater 
sports-car bodies to create a new 
generation offtmmobiles. 

The craft element in manufac- 
turing - in retreat for two genera- 
tions - is again becoming 
significant We tend to forget that 
tmtQ Henry Ebrd invented the pro- 
duction line, most manufacturing 
was craft-based. There were facto- 
ries far textiles, but in fee last cen- 
tury most of the products of the 
industrial revolution were made 
indwidnalty. Ships were one-offs, 
each different from the one before. 


Railway engines were made in 
batches. The earliest cars were 
made in batches, largety by hand. 

Tbday, this way of organising 
production continues in a few 
industries: for example, large air- 
craft engines and toe aircraft them- 
selves. Aircraft production can be 
quite highly automated, but it is 
qualitatively different from the sort 
of production line that produces, say 
a TV set The motor car is inter- 
esting because it is fee most com- 
plicated product in the world built 
on a production line. It is, so to 
speak, at the top of that chain. 

Now ponder this proposition: 
production lines will become less 
important They dominated the 
20th century but they will not dom- 
inate fee 2lst to anything like the 
gamp extent 

There are a number of reasons 
to support this view. First manu- 
facturing as a whole is accounting 
for a snafler and smaller proportion 
of the economy of developed 
nations, for as we get richer we tend 
to spend a higher proportion of our 
income on services rather than 
goods. True, services are now being 
manufactured in ways that would 
have seemed odd even 10 years ago 
- think of Call Centres and dpating 
rooms as factories producing 


services. But though a call centre 
is a factory of sorts, it is not a pro- 
duction line; each person is doing 
an individual one-to-one job. 

Second, when we buy goods, 
even if they are mass-produced, the 
numbers of people employed on the 
production lines to make thpm has 

come down to perhaps a quarter of 
the levri of 25 years ago, and will faD 
further Go round a modern car fac- 
tory and feme will be hardly any- 
one on the line: only if something 
goes wrong so peoplejnmpoutand 
fix the automated marhim* that 
has developed the fault 

Third, as societies become 
richer; more and more people will 
be prepared to pay for something 
that is ifldividualty-made, rather 
than stamped out on a production 
fine Wfe cannot all afford handmade 
products (and with cars there are 
not many of them around). But 
anyone who chooses to run an 
older classic car rather than a mod- 
em buzz-box is essentially paying 
for the craft skilis to keep it running 
rather than the production line 
skills to build the new alternative. 

I am not, of course, suggesting 
that Longbridge’s future lies in 
turning itself into a classic car re- 
conditioning factory - though the 
government would be wise to look 
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at the total employment in the clas- 
sic-car industry and see this as a 
point of potential growth. 

What I am saying is that being 
good at mass manufactur ing is not 
as important an aspect of economic 
success as it used to be. If you are 
wonderful at making cars, as Ger- 
many is, that is great Germany has 
became the world’s largest exporter 
largely on the back of success in one 
industry. It has the agglomeration 
Of design and management skills 
that enables it to charge a premi- 
um price for its products and so 
overcome the handicap of high 
labour costs. 

We do not have that advantage 
and accordingly have to be sub- 
contractors to Germany and to 
other nations. But being good at a 
mature industry probably a shrink- 
ing one, is not a particularly prof- 
itable part of the commercial forest 
to occupy. The important thing to do 
is to occupy the portions of fee for- 
est that will grow. Most of these are 
outside manufacturing, but one 
that is within it - craft manufac- 
turing -seems to be one where we 
are in wife a good chance. The one 
element of the global motor indus- 
try feat is craft-dominated, racing 
cars, we dominate. There will be 
others in the years ahead. 
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A director of the 
Rationalist Press 
Association responds 
to Paul Vallely's 
recent articles 
about atheism 

PAUL VALLELY includes in 
his criticisms of the views of 
non-religious people such as 
Ludovic Kennedy (daily book 
review. 3 FbbruaryJ and myself 
(“An organised faith in hu- 
manity" 30 January) the ques - 
tionable statements that 
‘'human beings are hard- 
wired for religion as they are 
for language and music" and 
that “biogenotic structural- 
ism now suggests that human 
beings are genetically pro- 
grammed for music, language, 
dance - and religion”. 

What is the evidence? Has 
anyone actually discovered a 
“hard wire" or gene for reli- 
gion? Even if almost alt of us 
are programmed for language, 
and most of us for music and 
perhaps dance, are any of us 
programmed for religion? 
Even if most people in most 
places at most times seem to 
have supernatural and su- 
perstitious views, must all 
people in all places at all times 
therefore do so? 

Even if everyone were re- 
ligious, would this mean that 
religion is true, in any normal 
sense of the word? Many peo- 
ple believe in witches or 
ghosts, astrology or telepathy, 
reincarnation or resurrection, 
but does this mean that such 
beliefs are true in any sense 
at all? Even if religious people 
are happier and healthier, 
does this make them right? 

What about the large and 
growing number of people 
who don't have any kind of su- 
pernatural or superstitious 
beliefs, and do quite well with- 
out them? Are we somehow 
genetically defective - spiri- 
tually tone-deaf or colour- 
blind. as it were? 

Or rather, since we no 
longer hear imaginary voices 
or see imaginary visions, do 
we perhaps belong to the next 
stage in human evolution? 
Are we intellectually or moraF 
ly inferior in any way to reli- 
gious people, or are we 
actually superior? 


The street smell of success 


CHARLES BUKOWSKI was the mes- 
merisingty ugty poet of downtown 

Los Angeles with a legendary appetite 

for drinking and sex wife crazy 
women. He was the apotheosis of the 
cult writer; the longest-serving Amer- 
ican street poet and boozing bum, wbo 

died in 1994 aged 73. His work, in 
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almost exclusively by the Black Spar- 
row Press in California, in handsome 
jp and expensive volumes. 

Bukowski’s tone is caught in a 
poem called “as crazy as I ever was" 
from his mid-Seventies collection 
Love Is A Dog From He U. It’s about 
frying unchanged by his cult status: 
“The feeling is the/ sametf relentless/ 

unheroic and/ necessary/ sitting here/ 

drunk and writing poems/ at 3.24 

am." to fact the fame feat came in fee 

last 10 years of his life - indwfing the 


biographical moneBorfly, in wind) he 
was played by Mickey Rourke - 
changed a lot, but he meant that it 
changed nothing important Ulti- 
mate^ Bukowski was a poet (tf small 
» ■ — Hint 


kept him alive and working. 

Biographers of Bukowski face a pe- 
culiar problem, because most of their 
readers will be his readers. They will 
already know his life story. They will 
have encountered it in his strange, 
affecting prose, which is direct and 
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TUESDAY POEM 

MIDDLE AGE 

BY ROBERT WELLS 

The temples, lakes and islands; rooms and roads: 
When we go wandering, soon there's too much 


Has brushed too many stones; too many gods 

Have played fee host to us and had their claim 

Shrugged off. Old pockets, worn-out wallets keep 
The bills and tickets. In a drawer; a heap 
Of shells recalls a place, perhaps a name. 

Youth's body fike a broken statue, lies 
Deep-buried with the meaning that it gave. 

Wte cast about for something we can save 
By which to save ourselves; more Wank than wise 
Fbr all the miles that brought us to this ground. 
Stffl ignorant of where value can be found. 

This poem comes from Robert Wells's new 
collection. ’Lusus' (Carcanet. £5.95) 


spare as well as romantic and self- 
mythotogLsmg. 

to novels such as Post Office and 
Factotum, he straightforwardly 
recounts a life of writing in between 
desperate jobs — sorting mail on night 
shifts or being a bar-room “gofer" - 
and the many women wife whom he 
had lusty violent and taring relation- 
ships. His biographer must rework the 
same material as in those books. 

However; Bukowski was primarily 
a poet AH Ms writing is verified into 
very shertand unadorned foies or sen- 
traces. The titles of his 40-odd books 
tell much of the story: Thles ofOrdi- 
nary Madness, The Days Rim Auxxy 
Like Wild Horses over the HiDs, Ybu 
Get So Alone at Times That it Just 
Makes Sense or Notes of a Dirty Old 
Man. In a poem called Horn to Be a 
Great Writer, he names some of bis 
inspirations (Hemingway; Cfiine, Dos- 
toevsky and Hamsun) and advises 
“always be aware of fee possibility of 
total defeat/ whether the reason for 
feat defeat/ seems right orwrang”. He 
described fee simple vitality of his 
work to a biographer fike this: “Writ- 
ing has to be blood on the fine." 

Howard Sonnes set out to write a 
definitive biography of Bukowski with- 
out ever encountering him. He has 
interviewed widely and had access to 
preriousty unseen archives. New facts 
prick several myths. One import a nt 
(fisoovayffithe truth about his escape 
from the postal service to write full- 
time at the age of 50. 

He struck a famous deal with John 
Martin - founder of Black Sparrow 
Press - who guaranteed to pay his 



Charles Bukowski, the ‘mesmerisingty ugly poet' 


EPA 


fi ring expenses for life in exchange for 
tiie rights to all his work. Sounes 
reveals that Bukowski knew he was 
about to be fired and so; ironical^ was 
even more desperate than he ever 
revealed. However; within a month of 
“quitting" he had completed a draft of 
his first novel. Post Office, and the rest 
is, weft biography: 

Sounes writes that, despite the 
acknowledged influence of John 
Hants's seminal novel. Ask the Dust, 
“Bukowski stands alone in modern 
American literature, u nd assifiable 
and much imitated". He adds that 
Bukowski wrote about the every d a y 
lives of “less successful Americans 
living in cheap apartments and work- 
ing at menial jobs”, recognising that 
“h uman lives are often wretched” 
tat that “life can also be beantiftil, sexy 

and fanny". All of this is true but does 

not quite get to the heart of it 
The core of BukowskP $ writing is 
its articulation of almost complete 
disaffection and its dismissal of 
conventional life-' the acceptance of so 
little by so many. Bukowski doesn't 


condemn anyone except “phonies”, 
but he refuses to ransom his life to a 
stifling, homogenous world and so he 
finds a way to exist among its refuse. 
Ilfs a place where life has become 
elemental, where continuing with it is 
not taken for granted but rebuilt from 
nothing. 

Bukowskfs voice is insistent and 
affirming but it also has fee humble 
durability of someone who won’t stay 
down. Here - at fee extremity iff 
thing s, amid bruising hist and messy 
human loss -the value of his work lies. 

The man who emerges from 
Somes's work is one who shamelessly 
pursued his needs for beer; women and 
recognitio n - a man capable of 
tenderness, who always paid child sup- 
port for bis daugiter and who roasted 
fee seductions of belated, relished 
fame. This biography is an afection- 
ate and thorough introduction that wD 
not be rivalled for quite some time. Its 
effect is to revitalise rather than 
reduce Bukowskf s work: poems and 
stories that help keep people alive. 

GUY MANNES-ABBOTT 
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From the exhilaration of Alton Towers, 
to the beautiful Peak District and froyn 
the world famous ‘ Potteries > to 
delightful Stately Homes, Gardens and 
Market Towns , Staffordshire is packed 
with great holiday ideas. 

For your free brochure 
with discount cheques 
worth up to C 200 
return the coupon or call us now on 
0990 OO 44 44 
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Paddington Station from Londonfs Historic Railway Stations, by Gay and John Betjeman, 1972 


JOHN GAY, photographer of rail- 
way stations, graveyards, cast iron, 
cats, and much more, died in his 
90th year while doing the work he 
loved most tending the grounds of 
Highgate Cemetery. In his later 
years he had also become a skilled 
potter and his work is much prized. 

He was bom Hans Gohler into a 
largish family in Karls rOhe in 1909, 
and became interested in photog- 
raphy when he left schooL He at- 
tended art school in ftiris and worked 
as a photographer on returning to 
Germany. In the early Thirties he 
became aware of. and increasingly 
disliked the rise of Hitler's influence, 
and was horrified by the treatment 
of his several Jewish friends, al- 
though not Jewish himself. In 1933 
a friend, young Walther Stern, and 
his parents decided to flee to Britain, 
and Hans left his own family to ac- 
company them. They settled in Hal- 
ifax in Ybrkshire. the Sterns became 
his “adoptive family*’, and Hans 
found work as a photographer. 

In 1939 he joined the Pioneer 
Corps and served with than through- 
out the war. He could be very en- 
tertaining with his stories of army 
ways and customs - an attitude which 
undoubtedly contributed to his adop- 
tion of a British way - of life, and which 
jibed with his adoption of the name 
John Gay. of Beggars Opera Earae. 

Before the war his photographic 
work had been largely commercial, 
but his love of nature and the coun- 
tryside was an influence from the be- 
ginning, and whenever he could he 
widened his field, significantly in the 
direction of architecture. After his 
marriage m 1942 to Marie Arnheim- 
who had come to England from Ber- 
lin in 1936 - he settled in London, in 
Highgate. moving in 1951 to the bouse 
where he spent the rest of his life. 

His professional work covered on 
the one hand, such firms as Kosset 
Carpets (many wonderful pictures 
of cats) and various pet food com- 
panies and, on the other, the por- 
trayal of literary personalities for the 
Strand Magazine and landscapes 
and buildings for Country Fair. 
Fbur of his portraits - Hilaire Bel- 
loc. Walter de la Mare, TS. Eliot and 
John Masefield - are in the Nation- 
al Portrait Gallery's Primary Col- 
lection. and many more in its archive. 

John Gay's best photographic 
work was true art in that it was not 


done to order; but became part of his 
life, to be recorded at the right mo- 
ment when scene, light and angle all 
came together to form a composition 
that would satisfy his perfectionist 
nature. He worked entirely in black 
and white, and his contrasting tones 
can tell the viewer so much more 
than the mere elements within each 
picture, splendid though they may be. 
IQs weak is preserved in six books. 

The earliest, London Observed 
(1964). with commentary fay Macdon- 
ald Hastings, now seems like an 
ess^y in nostalgia. Prospect qfHighr 
gateandHarnpstead (1967) followed, 
with Leonard Clark (the children’s 
writer and a Hjgh&ite neighbour) and 
a preface by John Betjeman. Both 
established him as an architectur- 
al and landscape photographer of 


4 His eye was his 
lens , his camera 
an extension of 
himself. He was 
always a part of 
the photographs 
he was taking ’ 


imagination and ingenuity. In 1972. 
with John Betjeman, he published 
London's Historic Railway Stations 
- images of Victorian detail and of 
snaring train-shed roofs that remain 
long in the memory. The delightful 
John Gay’s Book of Cats (1975) fol- 
lowed, and then his best-known 
Highgate Cemetery (1964) and, 
perhaps his finest. Cast Iron (1985). 

John R. Murray, of his principal 
publisher John Murray, comments, 
“His eye was his lens and his cam- 
era an extension of himself ... he was 
always apart of the photographs he 
was taking and not apart from them 
... He saw black and white as the 
medium he preferred and managed 
to achieve contrast and mood that I 
have never seen equalled in colour.'’ 

Gay’s love of gardening went 
back to his childhood when he 
helped his mother in her garden in 
Karlsrflhe, and was fostered, after 


he came to England, by an “adoptive 
uncle”, an academic botanist It 
ramp to fruition in his association 
with Highga te Cemetery continu- 
ously from the early days of its rec- 
lamation from wartime neglect He 
went there every weekend as part of 
a team that tidied and chopped, and 
gradual^ produced order out of chaos. 

EGs special contribution was in the 
planting of woodland flowers; rushes 
and fans; sno w drops and bluebells; 
primroses, cowslips and oxslips: all 
were transplanted, often grown from 
seed and carefully tended at home 
until ready tor the wild Thees he 
loved and he had a wonderful instinct 
for what a colleague termed “wood- 
land management”. His own garden 
was fofiofinterestingpl&ntofffid imag- 
inative plantings; and was, at one 
time, opened annually to the public. 

His Tnpprf fflrripnmglflri him tn file 

narington Scheme (a demonst r ation 


plot in Highgate where young peo- 
ple with learning disabilities are 
taught gardening] , which he helped 
to initiate; and his interest in his sur- 
roundings led him to the Highgate 
Society ofwhich he and Marie were 
founder members. She, too, had 
trained as an artist, and when he took 
up pottery she took up fabric print- 
ing. They both drew, and even had 
life-drawing groups in their house. 

Gay’s technical and historical 
knowledge of pottery, particularly of 
glazes, allied to his practical skills, 
gave his work a freshness and in- 
terest in colour and form that at- 
tracted collectors from for beyond 
the bounds of Highgate. It became 
a notable feature of the craft fairs 
that he and Marie helped to organ- 
ise for the Highgate Society 

Like many perfectionists John 
Gay was uncompromising in his 
views but extraordinarily generous 


with his talents. He was a modest 
and private person who delighted in 
helping others: whether feeding an 
absent neighbour's cats, cutting out 
dead wood from an overgrow n shrub 
or photographing a local event 
His own house was a veritable cul- 
tural haven. Mu^ pictures, pottery, 
books and good wine were i mpor t ant 
to him,- and he extracted the best el- 
ements from the century that his 
amazing life nearly spanned. The 
work he has left behind - photo- 
graphs, pots, contributions to gardens 
and to the urban scene- will remain 
a fine record of a life devoted to art 
in so many of its manifestations- 
Ljvia Gollancz 

Hans Gohler (John Gay), photog- 
rapher and potter bom KarlsrUhe, 
Germany 2 September 1909; mar- 
ried 1942 Marie Amheim ; died 
London 24 January 1999. 


Raymond Wolansky 


THE BARITONE Raymond Wolansky 
was one of those American singers 
who came to Germany in the 1950s 
in search of fame and fortune. Many, 
having gained experience, went 
back to the United States; Wolansky 
stayed for the rest of his life. 

Although he returned to Ameri- 
ca during those years, most partic- 
ularly to San Francisco, the 
Wurtlemberg State Opera in 
Stuttgart was his home base during 
almost his entire singing career. He 
appeared frequently in Hamburg 
and other German cities, as well os 
at Glyndebourni\ Edinburgh and 
Covenl Garden. Kis voice, at first a 
high, light baritone, grew stranger 
and darker over Lhe years, but it re- 
tained on amazingly youthful timbre 
up to - and beyond - his retirement. 

Born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1926. 
Wolansky studied in that city, and in 
Boston, before Liking the well-worn 
route to Europe. He sang in Lucerne 
and Graz, then in 1938 he became a 



Strong, dark baritone 


member of the Wurtlemberg State 
Opera. Stuttgart, whose ensemble of 
singers was legendary at that time. 
Apart from three seasons in the 
late 1960s, he remained with the 
company until 1991. 


He soon acquired a wide reper- 
tory, ranging from Gluck and Mozart 
to Richard Strauss, Britten, Hans 
Werne Henze and Aribert Reimann 
IBs type of voice, which In Germany 
iscaIledaKazxiZierstiar*ton,wasnot 
in the earlier days suitable for the 
heavier Verdi or Puccini roles, 
though he tackled both Renato in Un 
bad o in maschera and Marcello in 
La Bah&ne: he had a great natural 
aptitude for modern music, and 
faced the Burgundian Troubadour 
in Orff’s Carmina Burana. or 
Major Mary in Zimmermann’s Die 
Soldaten, with perfect equanimity. 

In 1963 he came to Glyndebourne 
to sing Olivier the poet in Strauss's 
Capriccio, which he repeated the fol- 
lowingyeac Other Strauss roles in his 
repertory included Eaninal in Der 
Rosenkavalier, John the Baptist in 
Salome, and Mandryka in Arabella. 
In 1964 he made his debut in San 
Francisco as Count Luna in II trova- 
Uxre. Over the next few seasons 


there, to demonstrate his versatility 
he also sang Ping in Turandot, SQ- 
woinPagiiaoci, Colomd Frank inDie 
FledermcwaRiocardomBellinrsPu- 
ritani and Manfredo in Monbemezzi's 
Ikmore di trere, as well as his show- 
piece role in Carmina Burana. 

Since 1960 Wolansky was a regu- 
lar guest artist at the Hamburg 
State Opera. During 1970 he took 
part in two world premieres there; 
in January he sang the chief role. 
Pestilence, in Mflko Kelemen's Der 
Belagerungszustand, an adapta- 
tion of Albert Camus' play The Siege 
Situation; and in June he was Uru- 
muruin Ernst Krenek’s Das kommt 
davon, a modern version of Cosi fan 
tutte set partly in the South Seas. Re- 
turning to San Francisco, in 1972, 
Wolansky took the part of Alfred HI 
in the American premiere of Got- 
tfried von Einem’s Der Besucb der 
Alien Dame, adapted from Dttrren- 
matt’s play The Visit of theOldLady. 

Wolansky made his only appear- 


ances at Covent Garden in 1973, as 
Manchyka in Arabdla, a part that fit- 
ted him like a glove, both musically 
and dramatically. In Stuttgart to- 
wards the end of the 1970s he began 
to take on heavier roles: as Kurwe- 
nalin7Vistan and Isolde, which was 
greatfy admired, and two of Verdi’s 
heaviest baritone roles, Rigoletto 
and Simon Boccanegra, of which the 
latter brought him one of the biggest 
triumphs of his career. 

Evenafterretiringfoi991Wblan- 
sky continued to appear in character 
roles such as the Old Convict in 
Shostakovich's Lady Macbeth of the 
Mtsensk District He made his final 
appearance at toe age of 70, in March 
1996, as Fritz Kotbner the Baker in 
Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg. 

Elizabeth Forbes 1 

Raymond Wolansky, opera singer, j 
born Cleveland, Ohio 15 February 
1925 ; died Stuttgart, Germany 1 \ 
December 1998. I 


Marion 


MARION BOYARS came into pub- 
lishing at the end of the Fifties, 
haring talwn a degree at the new 
experimental Keele University 

largely to escape tiie life of a bored 

housewife in Shrewsbury, where 
her husband was an industrialist 
mamifarfi i ring ladies 7 underwear. 
She answered my advertisement 
in the Bookseller looking for a 
partner in what was then a nearly 
Ifeyear-old small publishing com- 
pany called John Cal der. After 
wotting as a volunteer for two 
years she decided, against toe 
advice of her financial adviser; to 
invest and bought a partnership, 
bringing her accountant in with her 
as director: 

It was a time when the company 
was moving from political publish- 
ing intn literature and had taken on 
Samuel Beckett, toe nouveau 
roman, and several experimental 
British writers. The Obscene Pub- 
lications Act of 1959, swiftly followed 
by the Lady Chatterley trial, had 
made it worth the risk of publishing 
much frank and libertine literature 
that was previously prosecutable - 
providing eminent and informed 
witnesses could be persuaded to tes- 
tify in the event of a trial, to addition, 
more liberal attitudes in America 
and Europe were becoming reflect- 
ed in greater British tolerance, lead- 
ing to a series of permissive reforms 
in toe law. 

In 1963 John Calder published 
Hemy Miller’s long-banned Tropic 
cf Cancer and Tropic cf Capricorn 
in 1964, toe same year that Marion 
Boyars asked for toe company’s 
name to be changed to Calder and 

Bcyars. The public expectation an- 
other prosecution like the Lady 
Chatterley case was frustrated by 
subtle legal manoeuvring, and 
oto«- potentially dangerous books 
such as Alexander TbocchTs Cain’s 
Book (1966) followed under the 
new imprint 

A string of best-sellers radically 
changed toe company into a suc- 
cessful, medium-sized publisher; 
and toe highbrow quality of a large 
proportion of its authors, many 
translated from other languages, 
gave it considerable international ca- 
chet Longer-established publish- 
es such as Collins and Jo nathan 
Cape began to publish more intel- 
lectual European fiefioa mimitatian, 
and, bang as a result less isolated, 
Calder and Boyars found that slow- 
selling prestigious literature did 
much better, achieving major 
reviews and bigger sales. 

The tide turned when, in 1966, the 
Director of PuhEc Prosecutions, pro- 
voked by a few ulfra-Conservative 
MPs and in particular a private 
prosecution brought by Sir Cyril 
Black against an American Calder 
and Boyars novel. Last Exit to 
Brooklyn by Hubert Settty decided 
to prosecute Calder and Boyars in 
the High Court. 

There followed nearly two years 
of difficulty with Patrick (now Lord) 
Neittdefendmg toe Se% novel at toe 
Old Bailey, losing to a jmy decision 
in spite of a judge believed to be 
favourable to the defence. John 
Mortimer; a barrister who was also 
a novelist and playwright and who 
had usually until then specialised in 
marital law, agreed to fight an appeal, 
and in 1968 won. Thereafter he was 
inundated with other obscenity 
cases to defend. 

Marion Boyars found herself 
thrown into the maelstrom of the 
Sixties with some discomfort, but 
quickly adapted to the rfi^llenge of 
the times. She took part in the rad- 
icalism of the prevailing dimate, be- 
came known as a feminist, and 
brought the books and educational 
ideas of Ivan Dlich into the list 
which, although their popularity 
was short-lived, were much in vogue 
during the days of student protest 
and the demands of classless youth 
for better lives and a bi gg er slice of 
toe cake 

She expanded the sociological 
aspects of the pub lishing pro- 


Boyars 


gramme and found new authors, In 
particular for social studies, biog- 
raphy and literary criticism, while 
her second husband, Arthur Bo- 
yars, helped her with musical titles, 
bis special interest In 1975 Marion 
Boyars decided that she would 
l piflipr hi* ca p tain of her own ship and 
toe partnership was ami c ab ly de- 
volved, each partner going back to 
their old name. 

Thereafter she published as Mar- 
ion Boyars Ltd. Having half the old 

back-fist raw numbering stHDe thou- 
sands of titles -Peter duSautoy, for- 
mer ^airman ofF&ber; adjudicated 
the break-up — she continued to 
take on new authors (including 
Pauline Kaet Ken Kesey Michael 
Ondaatje, Robert Heilbronez; 
Charles Marowitz, JuUen Green, 
Eudora Welty) and expand her 
list but with no great chan ge of 
emphasis. The difficulties _ of 
running an independent publishing 
company at a time of corporate 
merges and take-overs, however, 
with the globalisation of the 
industry reducing toe number of 
imprints with an individual charac- 
ter; inevitably reduced her visibility 
and scope. 

Marion was the daughter of a 
German publisher; Walther Asmus, 
who was unable to save her Jewish 

mother from arrest by tbe Nazis; she 

died in Auschwitz. She and her as- 
ter were sent to America via Switzer- 
land, and it was in America that she 
met George Lobbenberg, who was 
to become her first husband. After 
toe break-up of that marriage and 
her entry into publishing she met 
and married Arthur Boyars, who had 
been a member of tbe Tynan-Wiain- 
Amis circle at Oxford, where he had 
edited a literary magazine. Man- 
drake, that published them aU and 
much else. 

Arthur was a poet and a literary 
journalist when he met her; often 
forced by circumstances into com- 
mercial activities and, being a 
widely read polymath who would 



Independent publishing 


have made an excellent Oxford don, 
he helped to expand Marion’s hori- 
zons. Marion had a strong com- 
mercial instinct and was a good 
businesswoman who might have 
known greater financial success 
had she entered a firm of a more 
general and less literary character. 
Indeed it was the conviction that 
he* business sense was stronger 
than her partner’s that played a 
major part in her decision to 
become independent 
Marion Boyars ergeyed enter- 
taining and toe social mixing which 
is a necessary part of a publisher's 
life. Her knowledge of German con- 
tributed to her acquiring many Ger- 
man authors, but she also published 
Russian poets like Yevtushenko, 
musical theorists such as John Cage 
and Stockhausen and literary nov- 
elists and playwrights from France, 
Poland and, of course, English- 
speaking countries. 

John Calder 

Marion Asmus, publisher: bom 
Hamburg, Germany 26 October 
2927; married first George Lobben- 
berg (marriage dissolved; two 
daughters), second Arthur Boyars; 
died London 31 January 1999 . 


Khin Myo Chit 


i« 


FOLLOWING THE 1962 military coup 
in Burma by the army chief General 
Nc Win. Khin Myo Chit became an 
editor of the new government 
newspaper published in English. 
The Working People's Daily. 

But it was in this job that she in- 
curred No Win’s wrath with her in- 
creasingly outspoken criticism of the 
repressive socialist regime and its 
propaganda methods. Her article 
“Dandruff in my Halo", on 21 July 
19SG. was the final straw. In it, she 
described how friends would praise 
her for being prepared to visit polit- 
ical prisoners on their release from 
jail, and for not being scared that 
••They” - Military Intelligence or MI 
-would assume guilt by association. 
While pouring scorn on (heir fear, she 
admitted to an enduring guilt far hav- 
ing once shunned a friend released 
by the Japanese for fear (hat she too 
might become a target. 

That experience aside, her refusal 
to be coned endured until her death. 
She was one of the few Burmese 
brave enough to play host to the 1991 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung 
San Suu Kyi. an old family friend. 


after her release from house arrest 
in 1995. (The latter’s own article 
“Freedom from Fear” echoes sen- 
timents in "Dandruff") 

She continued to write short sto- 
ries and articles after her dismissal. 
Her story “Infinite Variety” won 
first prize in 1970 in a South-East 
Asia competition. Many regard her 
English language writings as more 
effective thin her Burmese ones, 
and her articles on history and 
everyday life such as “Colourful 
Burma" (1990) hare been published 
both inside and outside Burma. 

They reflect her wry. mischievous 
sense of humour Perhaps it was this 
which had prompted her to send Ne 
Win a complimentary copy of a 
Wonderland of Burmese Legends 
which had been published outside 
the country ( 1984). A few days later 
the MI called at her house and in- 
structed her to await them the fol- 
lowing day. An unmarked car duly 
arrived and she and her husband 
boarded it with trepidation. An hour 
of circling Rangoon followed. It was 
only after they had been reduced to 
nervous wrecks that it transpired 


that the driver was amply killing 
tune until the appointed hour for 
them to take tea with toe dicta toe 
Ne Win greeted them warmly and 
asked about old friends, before turn- 
ing to what he considered to be 
errors in toe book. 

Khin Myo Chit developed a re- 
bellious streak as a young girL Her 
childhood was disrupted by her po- 
liceman father's postings around 
Burma and she fried in vain to win 
the affection of a mother who pre- 
ferred her other children to her dis- 
appointingly ugly and headstrong 
eldest daughter As a result. Khin 
Myo Chit buried herself in school- 
books and grew up on a diet of 
Lamb's Thles fromShakespeare, Vic- 
tor Hugo and Dickens, determined 
to make a career as a bluestocking 
if she could not be a traditional 
Burmese beauty or better still, a bqy 

She began to support herself by 
writing romances and articles, after 
a first unsuccessful attempt at tak- 
ing a degree. Ironically her first suc- 
cessful novel was about toe life of a 
female univssity student, still quite 
a novelty at the time. 


Against her parents’ wishes, toe 
moved down to Rangoon in 1937. 
There she fell in with the Thakms 
(“Masters"), a group of left-wing, 
pro-independence activists who in- 
cluded Aung San, who was to be- 
come the father both of Burmese 
independence and of Aung San Suu 
Kyi. Another member of the group 
was Ne Win, Burma's authoritarian 
ruler from 1962 to 1988. 

At one point Khin Myo Chit 
shared ahouse witoThakin Nu, who, 
as U Nu, was Burma’s first post- 
independence Prime Minister; and 
Thaitin Than Tun, who later led 
Burma's Communist insurgency. 
The latter's questioning of Burma’s 
dependence on Buddhism struck a 
chord with her own youthful scep- 
ticism. Rnth Thabms encouraged her 

patriotism and the anti-colonial 
views which had been ignited by her 
grandparents' fast-hand accounts of 
the banishment into exile by the 
British in 1885 of Thibaw, the last 
Burmese king. 

She took part in the anti- 
goremment strikes of 1938 and later 
toured the delta region with U Nu, 



Burmese bluestocking 


m a k i ng pro-independence speech- 
es. When toe Japanese invaded 
Burma in 1941, she and her writer 
husband, Khin Maung Latt, whom 
she had married at tbe beginning of 
the wai; took refuge in up-country 
monasteries. They returned to Ran- 
goon in July 1942. Reluctant to seek 
favours from their Thakin friends 


wno, as members of toe Burma 
Independence Army, had been in- 
stalled in government by the Japan- 
ese, they sold slqjpers for a living. 

But eventually they joined toe 
Burma Defence Army and Khin 
Myo Chit worked in the 'Women's 
Section until the end of the war After 
the war she returned to writing 
short stories and articles on 
Burmese history and culture fin- 
magazines. Between 1949 and 1952 
toe worked for the newly established 
Burma Translation Society From 
1958 until General Ne VHrfs 1982 mil- 
itary coup, she was features editor 
of toe English-language Guardian. 


meetings by standing and 
“God Save the King". T 
stressed, was on the grou 
they made a dear distinc 
tween their sovereign 1 
government they were 
to overthrow. 



— o — - —w, we aim ner j 
like many others, produce 
paper with articles on pol 
democracy. But 10 years 
tating and disfiguring art! 
lowed, which prevented ’ 
writing. Neither medicatio 

Ri iririhifet AiM. 


British rule, Khin Myo Chit had 
many foreign friends and loved Eng- 
lish literature. In toe 1980s and 
1990s she and her husband ta ught' 
English to students using works 
such as King Lear and Shaw’s 
Antony and Cleopatra, drawing out 
toe political parallels as well as toe 
linguistic lessons. 

The students enjoyed her tales of 
the independence movement even 
if they were astonished by her con- 


~ uum naa red 

could overcome the pain. ' 
pled with deep frustrate 

of her husband ini! 
ty bowed her indomitable 


P in Myo Chiu 1 on 
journalist: bom 1 May 1 
Khtn Maung Latt 
died 1996); died Rai 
January 2999, 
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Neville Bonner 


BONNER was the first Abo- 
p£f e 10 S® elected t0 Australia’s fed- 
eral parliament in its 98 years of 
eastenee. He went to Canberra, the 
capital, in 1971 as a member of the 
Senate, the upper house, for the con- 
servative Liberal Party, it was an 
enormous breakthrough for him and 
people. Aboriginal land rights were 
about to take off as an issue, and are 
soil at the forefront of Australian pol- 
itics almost 30 years later. 

Bonner’s triumph was short-lived. 
The party that adopted him dumped 
jum m 1983, when the Liberals made it 
impossible for him to win re-election. 
Bonner’s only crime was that he bad 
become too radical for the party of the 
white establishment But he had set a 
path in history for other indigenous Aus- 
tralians to follow, although only one so 
tar has done so. 

Bonner was bom on an island in the 
Tweed River in northern New South 
Wales, but spent most of his life in 
Queensland. He was an elder of the 
Jagera tribe, a small, nuggety T- ppp 
with a rich growth of hair that, became 
white and rather wild in his later years, 
but always made him looked distin- 
guished. His home was Ipswich, a town 
near Brisbane, made infamous by 
Pauline Hanson, the fringe politician 
who shot to prominence last year with 
a campaign attacking Asian immigra- 
tion and state funding for Aborigines. 

Bonner's political life lasted more 
than 20 years: he was still speaking out 
for his people in 1998. Hanson's rash, 
fierce blaze petered out alter less than 
three years. As Neville Bonner died, 
the rump of Hanson's party in Queens- 
land was imploding, its leader seemingly 
a spent force after losing her 
parliamentary seat last year . 

Hanson- style bigotry among white 
Australians was a hurdle that Bonner 
overcame to win power Once in parlia- 
ment though, he often had to face re- 
sentment from among his own people, 
espedalty tbeyounger generation of Ab- 
original activists -educated, fiery and po- 
li deafly savvy -who accused him ofbeing 
too conservative, too unwflfing to rock the 
boat to advance the Aboriginal cause. 

It was really a difference more of 
means than ends. Bonner's manner re- 
flected the era of his upbringing in the 
1920s and 1930s, one of paternal racism 
in Australia when official policy was to 
assimilate Aborigines as far as possible 
into the then predominantly Anglo- 
Celtic society in the belief that their own 
customs and culture would eventually 
disappear. On the vast cattle and sheep 
properties of the outback. Aborigines 
were “looked after” by white farmers 
who gave them jobs as stockmen in re- 
turn for their keep; and in towns and 
cities, people took in Aboriginal women 
as domestics for whatever they cared 
to pay them. 

When Bonner attended a constitu- 
tional convention in Carfierra a year ago, 
on the question of Australia's becoming 
a republic, he did so as a committed 
monarchist. Ail fourother Aboriginal det- 
egates called for a republic. Tb them, the 
British monarchy was a symbol not of 
freedom but of the start of a long, sad 
road of dispossession ever since Cap- 
tain Arthur Phillip raised the Union flag 
on the shores of what is now Sydney in 
1788. Bonner saw it differently. Wbuld be- 
coming a republic really make a differ- 
ence to the jlot of black Australians,- he 
asked. No. he said, it would not 

“I cannot see how it will resolve the 



Bonner celebrating with a boomerang his becoming the first Aborigine in Australia’s federal Parliament 


question of land and access to land that 
troubles us ... Fellow Australians, what 
is most hurtful is that after all we have 
learned together after subjugating us 
and then freeing us, once again you are 
Wfing us that you know better How dare 
you? How dare you?” 

In his 76th year and already battling 
the lung cancer that killed him a year 
later Bonner the passionate advocate 
had come a long way from the more 
humble man of earlier years. 

His mother Julia Bell, was an Abo- 
rigine, his father Hairy B«mer; an Eng- 
lishman. Neville Bonner was fostered as 
a child, aod went out working cutting 


most conservative of all that party’s 
branches, was happy to accept him in 
1967 as a token black member or as the 
party itself put it, “the first coloured 
member”. In 1971, the Liberals ap- 
pointed Bonner to fill a Queensland va- 
cancy for the Senate, a federal house 
elected on a state-by-state basis. 

At first Bonner toed the Liberal 
Party line on the big issues of the day. 
He did not speak out against the Viet- 
nam war nor did he support younger 
Aboriginal activists who modelled them- 
selves on the American Black Power 
militan ts But Bonner’s Aboriginality 
eventually drove turn to take a more rad- 


‘The life of my beloved husband, from his 
birth in that u blacks ' camp” to the rank of 
senator in the national parliament, is a 
splendid example of Australia's democracy' 


scrub and mustering cattle. Discrimi- 
nation dogged him, as it did any black 
in rural Australia then, and sometimes 
even now. The Australian army declined 
to aocepthimwhen he tried to join up in 
1940. The European ^Ornate was not suit- 
able for Aborigines, they told him. Wak- 
ing in the bush, he suffered the indignity 
erf eating and sleeping separately from 
the white stockmen. Such experiences 
awakened in him the need for change. 

Yet he was conservative by nature, 
and, when he was later drawn to poli- 
tics, the liberal Party m Queensland, the 


ical stand on indigenous rights. He put 
a motion to parliament calling on it to 
recognise that Aborigines were the 
prior owners of Australia. 

That simple proposition was indeed 
radical, and threatening, in 1974. But in 
1999 there is widespread public support 
for the same proposition to be written 
into the Australian constitution. It may 
be included in a forthcoming referendum 
on constitutional change to a republic. 

By 1983, Bonner had stepped too far 
out of line as far as the Liberals were 
concerned. They dropped him to num- 


ber three place on their Senate ticket 
for that year’s election, ensuring his de- 
feat He ran as an independent and lost 
“Neville felt rejected by the tribe he had 
chosen," said Peter Beattie, now Labor 
Party premier of Queensland, referring 
to the liberals' dumping of Bonner Bob 
Hawke, elected Labor prime minister 
in 1983, appointed Bonner to the board 
of the Australian Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration. He was awarded the Order of 
Australia the following yean 

Last month, he was too 31 to attend 
a ceremony in Brisbane where the 
state Labor government named an of- 
fice block after him. His second wife. 
Heather, spoke for hi m: “The life of my 
beloved husband, from bis birth in that , 
^blacks' camp as it was so cruelty called, 
to the rank of senator of Queensland in 
the national parliament - he had only 
$5 in his pocket- is a splendid example 
of Australia’s democracy.” 

Bonner always wanted the main- 
stream political parties to adopt more 
Aborigines as candidates, but they have 
been slow to do so. It is fitting that, in 
the year of Bonner's death, Adra. Ridge- 
way will take his seat in the Senate in 
July the second Aborigine to make it to 
federal parliament It Is even more fit- 
ting that Ridgeway, from New South 
Whies, got there by beating a candidate 
from Pauline Hanson’s party. 

ROBERT MILUKEN 

Neville Thomas Bonner, politician: 
bom Ukerebagh Island, New South 
Wales 28 March 2922: member qf the 
Australian Senate 1971-82; AO 1984; 
twice married (five sons); died 
Ipsurich, Queensland 5 February 1999. 


GAZETTE 


BIRTHS, 
Marriages 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

DIINSANY: Lt-Col Randal Lord 
Dunsany. of Co Meath, on G Feb- 
ruary 1999 peacefully aged 1 92 
vears. Much-loved husband of 
Sheila and father of Edward and 
Beatrice Plunkett. Mineral pri- 
vate. Memorial service in Dublin 
at a later date. 

HANDLEY: Roger. Artist hus- 
band of Susannah. Born m 
Belfast died on 4 Pebruary 1999 
in Brighton, “I feel it jnj my heart 
and in my bones pluc king m y 
heartstrings, 

play a sad lament And the big 
boats sail no more, along the 
Lagan shore, no more fog horn 
tBs blow" - Roger Handley 
1998. Commemorative Service at 

sMassa a- 

sex, on Wednesday 10 February 
at 4 JOpm. Flowers may be sent 
to Christopher Stringer Fhoeral 
Services, 67 High Street Rot- 
rip grifr.m Telephone: 01273 
306000. 


BIRTHDAYS 


MORTON: Charles Wflluun 
Hcame. Suddenly on 5 flebruarY, 
aged 73. Much-loved husband of 
Ann. father of Thomas. Guy 
. Jonathon and Crispin and deyot- 
I* cd grandfather Raixuty fiinerm at 
- St Helen's Chuirii, Brant 

Broughton, on Thursday 11 Feh- 


Foundation. 

MARRIAGES a HKA THS a re cnaig™ 
at ESSO ft Ibuf AWT **hra>. 


Mr Norman Adams, painter 
and ceramic sculptor; 72; Mr 
Ryland Davies, operatic 
tenor; 56; Air Commandant 
Barbara Ducat-Amos, for- 
mer Matron-in-Chief, RAF 
Nursing Service, 78; Miss 
Mia Farrow, actress, 54; Dr 
Garret FitzGerald, former 
Prime Minister. Irish Repub- 
lic, 73; Mr Paul Flynn MP, 
64; Mr Bernard Gallacber, 
golfer, 50; Mr Robert Gor- 
don, ambassador to Burma 
(Union of Myanmar), 47; 

Miss Kathryn Grayson, 
actress and anger; 77; Dr 
George Guest, organist 75; 
Sir Robert Johnson, High 
Court judge, 66; Miss Carole 
King, singer and songwriter; 
57; Mr Sandy lyle, golfer 41; 
Sir Donald Miller, former 
chairman, Scottish Power, 72; 
Dame Annette Fenhaligon, 
local councillor, 53; Sir Hay- 
den Phillips, Permanent 
Secretary, Lord Chancellor's 
Department, 56; Miss Aman- 
da Roocroft operatic sopra- 
no, 33; Professor Michael 
Sterling, Vice-Chancellor 
and Principal, Brunei Uni- 
versity, 53; Miss Janet Suz- 
man, actress, 60; Mr Clive 
Swift, acton 63; Lord 
Williams of Ehrel, 66. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Daniel Bernoulli, 
mathematician, 1700; Antho- 


ny Hope (Sir Anthony Hope 
Hawkins), novelist, 1863; Mrs 
Patrick Campbell Cn£e Beat- 
rice Stella Tanner), actress, 
1885; Amy Lowell, poet, 1874; 
Alban Maria Johannes Berg, 
composer; 1885; Ronald Col- 
man, acton 1891; Brendan 
Behan, playwright, 1923. 

Deaths: Nevil Maskelyne, 
astronomer royal, 1811; 
Francis Dauby, painter; 1861; 
Feodor Mikhailovich Dosto- 
evsky, novelist 1881; Sir 
Frederic Truby King, moth-, 
ercraft specialist 1938; Eliza- 
beth Maiy Russell 
(Beauchamp), Countess Rus- 
sell (“Elizabeth”), novelist 
1941; George Norman Dou- 
glas, novelist and essayist 
1952; Alexandre Nikolayevich 
Benois, painter and theatre 
designer; 1960; Sergei 
Vladimirovich flyushin, air- 
craft designer 1977; Bill 
Haley (William John Clifton 
Haley), rock musician, 1981; 
Yuri Vladimirovich Andropov; 
Russian leader; 1984. . 

On this day. Bishop John 
Hopper, burned at the stake 
for heresy 1555; Burke and 
Wills, Australian explorers, 
reached the estuary of the 
Flinders rivet 1861; Vpnfi’s 
opera Falstnff was first per- 
formed, Milan, 1893; Sybil 
Thorndike made her London 
debut in- The Marquis, 1908; 
the British Military Service 
Act (conscription) came into 
force, 1918; the Balkan 


Entente was signed by 
Romania, Greece, Yugoslavia 
and Turkey at Athens, 1934; 
soap rationing began in 
Britain, 1942; The Threepen- 
ny Opera had its first Lon- 
don performance, 1956; a 
terrible blizzard raged in the 
United States, killing 64 peo- 
ple, 1969; the first trial flight 
of the Boeing 747 jumbo jet 
took place, 1969; due to a 
month-long miners’ strike, 
the British government 
declared a state of emer- 
gency, 1972; Lithuania voted 
to secede from the Soviet 
Union, 1991. 

Today is the Feast Day of St 
Alto, St Ansbert, St Apollo- 
nia, St Nicephoros of Anti- 
och, St Sabinus of Canosa 
and St Teflo. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Kathleen 
Adler; “Monet (50: Monet and 
Impressionism" lpm. 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum; Miranda Neave, 
“English Goldsmiths: Paul de 
Lamerie”, 2pm. 

British Museum: Marjorie 
Caygfll, “Architects and 
Antiquities: the British 
Museum building”, ILSOam. 
Royal Society of Arts (at 
■Leeds University): Clare 
Short MI» “The UK Develop- 
ment Assistance Pro- 
gramme", 5.30pm (telephone 
0113 233 6705 far tickets). 


ROYAL 

ENGAGEMENTS 


The Princess Royal. Patron, 
the Basic Skills Agency, 
attends the British Council 
International Seminar at the 
Strand Palace Hotel, London 
WC2; and officially opens 
Mooreroft School, Hillingdon, 
Uxbridge The Duke of 
Kent, President, Edexcel 
Foundation, attends the 
Edexcel Student of the Year 
Awards at Drapers Hall, 
London EC2. 


CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen's Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, Ham. 


LUNCHEONS 

Mid-Atlantic Club / 
English-Speaking Union 
Mr Klaus-Peter Klaiber, 
Assistant Secretary-General 
for Political Affairs, Nato, 
was guest of honour and 
speaker at a luncheon held 
yesterday by the Mid-Atlantic 
Club at the English-Speaking 
Union, London Wi. He spoke 
on “Nato at 50: where do we 
go from here?” Mr Alan Lee 
Williams, Director; Atlantic 
Council, was in the chair. 
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Historical Notes 

DAVID CRACKANTHORPE 

The monumental 
avenues of Nimes 


THE LOCAL forms of the 
Resistance in France were 
as various as the scenery 
and the people themselves. 
There were two necessary 
conditions - a terrain apt for 
refuge, and support among 
the population. Daring expl- 
oits were carried out in 
towns, but Maquis groups 
working from forests and 
hills could do more damage. 
And they depended for sup- 
plies on the rural community 

In the Cevennes and the 
hinterland of Nunes both con- 
ditions existed. A land of 
steep valleys covered in un- 
tamed forest: remote farm- 
houses at the end of rough 
tracks; main roads winding 
slowly into the Massif Cen- 
tral. readily blocked or am- 
bushed. And a population 
with a tradition of resistance 
to tyranny. Nimes is the his- 
torical centre of French Prot- 
estantism in the south: the 
hills were the refuge of the 
armies of the humble who 
held to the reformed faith 
after the revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes in 1685. de- 
fying the dragoons of the 
king.. Inscribed on their em- 
blematic shield was the word 
ROsistez - resistance was in 
the bones of the people. 

Political in-fighting within 
the Resistance was endemic 
from the time the Commu- 
nists began to join, after St 
ler’s invasion of Russia in 
1941, and organised infiltra- 
tion of the movement and the 
Committees of Liberation 
was put on foot But some of 
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Maquis proceeded less 
scientifically. 

Between 17 and 27 Au- 
gust 1944, the German forces 
streamed along the roads of 
the Languedoc towards the 
Rhone valley and the north, 
attacked on their way by 
Maquis on the ground ami the 
RAF from the air In the night 
of 24 August the German 
garrison of Nimes stole away, 
leaving the town to itself. 
The Maquis of the railway- 
men, getting wind of this in 
the Cevennes foothills, piled 
into a goods train and drove 
it into town with the dawn. 
They set up headquarters in 
the chief hotel, took over the 
local press, in which they 
announced themselves as 
“the occupying forces of the 
town of Nimes”, and raided 
the vaults of the Bank of 
France, to the tune of 250 mil- 
lion francs. “Who among the 
ample citizens of Nimes at 
the time could doubt.” asks 
Jacques-Augustin Bailty in 
La Liberation confisquee . 
“that the Communists were 
the victors of the war and that 
theirs was the camp to 
join?” Fbr many years after 
the war; they continued to 
dominate local politics. 

Out in the country, the 
other Maquis fought the re- 
treating armies, with heavy 
losses on both sides. The 
Maquis were armed mainly 
ttyparochidapes carried out 
by the RAF in favour of groups 
whose politics were ap- 
proved. These did not in- 
clude the Co mmunis ts The 
British intelligence services 


have been accused of sacri- 
ficing some of the Maquis un- 
der their influence, inducing 
them to expose themselves to 
attack by ostentatious exer- 
cises and clearing of sup- 
posed landing grounds in the 
forests, as part of the cam- 
paign to make the enemy 
believe an invasion was im- 
minent along the Langue- 
doc coast In the reign of 
Queen Anne the Huguenots 
waited vainly in their hills for 
sight of English sail in the 
GoUe du Lion. The most bril- 
liant of all the Maquis groups 
- Bir-Hakeim - was massa 
crcd on 27 May. any wound- 
ed survivors being tortured 
before their execution. 

Horrors multiplied in town 
and country as the end ap- 
proached. In the hideous 
cells of the Milice in Nunes 
was found a wooden box filled 
with drawn toe- and finger- 
nails. In the interim before 
the establishment of the new 
government ferocious and 
some say indiscriminate 
vengeance swept through 
towns and villages. 

The trees along the av- 
enues of Nimes where cap- 
tured resistants were hanged 
long survived as monuments; 
today, many of them are 
scheduled for felling and re- 
placement in time for the 
millennium. The story of the 
Resistance, as the last sur- 
vivors fade away, will never 
be folly told. 

David Cmckanthorpe is the 
author qf * Stolen Marches' 
(Headline, £10) 


Use of confidential 
material by sentencer 


THE COURT of Appeal gave 
guidance as to the proper 
manner in which a sentenc- 
ing judge should deal with 
confidential material put 
before him about a defendant 
who had given assistance to 
the police. 

Gordon Ross (Registrar of Crim- 
inal Appeals i far the appellant ; 
Campaspe Lloyd- Jacob (CPS) 
for the Crown. 

Mr Justice Hughes said that 
in the present case the judge 
had been presented with a 
written confidential report 
made by a police officer indi- 
cating that the defendant had 
given information to the 
police. Counsel for the Crown 
had been instructed to make 
an ex parte public interest 
immunity application in cham- 
bers as to whether the docu- 
ment should be shown to the 
defendant. The judge had indi- 
cated that it was not his prac- 
tice to show such a document 
to the defence. The judge had 
then refused a request by the 
defence to see the document to 
ensure its accuracy. 

It was convenient to re- 
member that a confidential re- 
port indicating that a defendant 
had given information to the po- 
lice, although supplied to the 
judge by a police officer; was 
supplied at the request of the 
defendant A defendant's un- 
supported assertion to the 
effect that he had given assis- 
tance to the police was not 
normally likely to be a reliable 
basis for mitigation. 

It followed, therefore, that 
the courts relied very heavily 
upon the greatest possible care 
being taken in compiling such 
a report, since the judge would 
have to rely upon it without 
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investigation if police enquiries 
were not to be damaged or 
compromised, or other sus- 
pects, guilty or innocent, to 
be affected. 

Except in very unusual cir- 
cumstances it would be neither 
necessary nor desirable that 
such a document should con- 
tain the kind of details which 
would attract a public interest 
immunity application. If, ex- 
ceptionally the document did 
contain such information, the 
usual rules about the conduct 
of public interest immunity ap- 
plications, and in particular 
the Crown Court (Criminal Pro- 
ceedings and Investigation Act 
1996) (Disclosure) Rules 1997 
would apply. 

Absent any consideration of 
public interest immunity; such 
a document should be shown to 
counsel fbr the defence, who 
would no doubt discuss its con- 
tents with the defendant It 
should be emphasised that that 
was not because it would be 
necessary to debate its con- 
tents, but so that there should 
be no room for any unfounded 
suspicion that the judge had 


been told something potential- 
ly adverse to the defendant 
without his knowledge. On gen- 
eral principles, a defendant 
was entitled to see documents 
put before the trial judge on the 
question of sentence, and ex- 
peditions to the judge's cham- 
bers should not be necessary in 
such cases. 

If the defendant wished to 
disagree with the contents of the 
document, it was not appropri- 
ate for cross-examination of 
the policeman to take place, 
whether in court or in chambers. 
The policeman was not a Crown 
witness, but had simply sup- 
plied material for the judge at 
the defendant's request It would 
no doubt be possible in an ap- 
propriate case for a defendant 
to ask for an adjournment for 
further consideration to be 
given to the preparation of doc- 
uments: otherwise, if the de- 
fendant did not accept what the 
document said his remedy w - as 
not to rety on it Farther, cross- 
examination of the police offi- 
cer would almost invariably be 
contrary to the public interest. 

No doubt the judge should 
ordinarily disregard such a 
document if asked by the de- 
fendant to do so. although in 
such a case he would no doubt 
not then be minded to entertain 
any submission that the de- 
fendant had given valuable 
assistance to the police. 

If the judge did take the doc- 
ument into consideration he 
would doubtless say no more 
than that, in accordance with 
present practice, he had taken 
into consideration all the 
information about the defen- 
dant with which he had been 
provided. 

Kate O'Hanlon. 

Barrister 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 01 7 1 -293 201 1 J or fax to 01 71 -293 201 0- PJease give a daytime telephone number. 


IN HIS book Woody Alien. 
John Baxter thanks some- 
body for the loan of a New 
York apartment, which 
“gave me the chance to live 
and work at the heart of 
Woocty Alien's milieu", Ufa? 
Not only does he relocate 
the Carlyle but describes 
that splendid singer and pi- 
anist Bobby Short as “chub- 
by" in the same paragraph. 


WORDS 

Christopher 

Hawtree 

anhedonia, n. 

Will Baxter be as lithe - 
and working - at his age? 

The sour biography in- 
duces anhedonia - the in- 
ability to fed pleasure, from 


Greek ami Latin, via French, 
first used by TA. Ribot in 
_ 1896, who said: “ifl may coin 
a counter-designation to 
analgesia”. William James 
picked it np - and thought 
sea-sickness a cause. Wider 
currency would have come 
- or would it? - if Alien had 
not chosen a new title, 
Annie Hall, three weeks 
before opening. 
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We fight together’ 

France is beating its breast over the latest outbreaks of violent racism among its youth. 
But down in the banlieues, kids of all colours are only fighting to get out. By John Lichfield 


A 


gang of youths 
crossed the street 
in single file ahead 
of us. They were 
blade, brown and 
white, aged be- 
i tween 14 and 17. 
They wore the teenage uniform of 
the French banlieues (suburbs), 
which is the same as the teenage 
uniform of British and American 
inner cities: baggy combat trousers, 
sweat shirts, forage caps, unlaced 
designer trainers. 

Thirty years ago Fbntenay-sous- 
Bois was a village. It is now a part 
grim, part leaf}', tower-block-strewn 
suburt> east of Paris, half-way be- 
tween Notre Dame and Disneyland. 

Amar. ray companion, driving a 
large, battered car, swerved as if to 
to run the kids down and only just 
missed them. The youths looked 
startled, then aggressive, but, see- 
ing Amar at the wheel broke into 
grins. Amar is a youth worker and 
manager of several local youth soc- 
cer teams. The young men queued 
up calmly and patiently to shake his 
hand through the driver's window 
and then, one by one, leant across 
to the passenger seat to shake 
hands with me. a stranger "Bonjota- 
monsieur ," each said politely. 

These kids. Amar explained, are 
the hard core of the local voyous 
(thugs) in Fbntenay-sous-Bois. They 
have a cache of arms hidden some- 
where in the tall fiats - Uzis. re- 
volvers, chain-saws - almost enough 
fire-power to invade Luxembourg. 
Each Saturday they go to a mall in 
a nearby town and, swarming 
through the shops, steal what they 
can -clothes, cameras, records -to 
keep or sell On Saturday nights, 
they have pitched fist-fights with 
gangs from neighbouring cites 
(housing estates) and other suburbs 
and, sometimes, with the police. 

These are the same kids - or at 
least the same kind of kids - who 
caused mayhem on die Champs 
Elysees at the start of the World Cup 
last year and who turned a peace- 
ful demonstration by French sixth- 
fonners into a riot last Octobec Thqr 
are the same kids who have - 
rightly or wrongly - been dominat- 
ing the political agenda in -France 
for the last three weeks. 

We met some of them later; hang- 
ing around the lift shaft of a block 
of flats. Once again, there were rit- 
ual handshakes all round. The kids 
were an extraordinary racial mix- 
ture - North African, white. Made, 
Turkish. Yugoslav- but formally pol- 
ite and relatively articulate; in other 
words extremely French. It is im- 
possible to imagine equivalent 
British or American teenagers 
shaking Viands with strangers. 

Mimoun, 17, stocky and bespec- 
tacled. built like the pit-bull puppy 
he had on a piece of string, talked 
calmly, almost proudly about their 
life. -Here, there is nothing. The 
schools are shit Even if we study, 
their are no jobs for us. So we sled. 
Why not? How else arc we going to 
get the cash to buy things, to live?" 

I asked about the racial mixture 
in the group. Are there racial ten- 
sions in ilk 1 banhcucs? "Yes. We arc 
radsL Wc hate the kids from the 
other suburbs. Here, between the 
kids who live here, there is no prob- 
lem of race B»*urs tyuulhs of Arab 
origin '. whites, blacks; we get on 
line This is our cite. We hang out 



If you live in a place like this you either give up and decide you have no fhture, or you make something of yourself* Gffles Crampes 


together We fight together We are 
bored together" 

-Him - he pointed to one of his 
friends, “He is Russian.” No, the kid 
objected, Yugoslav. Mimoun 
shrugged. And what race are the 
kids they hate from the other ban- 
lieues? He grinned. “The same as 
us. All kinds. White, brown, black. . 

For the last three weeks, France 
has been going through one of its 
periodic bouts of hysterical hand- 
wringing and breast-beating about 
the violentyouth of its inner suburbs 
-broadfy the equivalent socially and 
demographically of inner cities of 
Britain and the US (except in one 
crucial respect: the rainbow racial 
mixture). The pink-red-green coali- 
tion government of Lionel Jospin 
has been sharply divided between 
those, like the interior minister; 
Jean-Pi erre Chevenement, who 
wanted more repression, more pol- 
ice and tougher sentences and 
those who wanted more hope, bet- 
ter schools and more teachers. 
Jospin decided, in classical Jospin 
fashion, to try to do both. 

Both policies are probably justi- 
fied. There is much that is wrong, 
and scary, about the French ban- 
ficucs. And yet, and yet. . The depth 
of French anguish on the subject is 
mystifying. The problems are no 
worse than those of other countries; 
in some respects they are less 
threatening. French press com- 
mentary and reporting is deeply 
misleading. In the right-wing press, 
especially in the comment and let- 
ters page of Le Figaro, there is a 
running theme: France faces a kind 
of intifada: a racial and religious re- 
volt by the dark-skinned hordes be- 
yond the Boulevard Peripherique. 
Even the Interior Minister. Mr 
Chevenement who should know 
better spoke of a “hate culture". 


A letter to Le Figaro last week 
summed up this atmosphere of 
paranoia. Dr Pierre Quintin, of 
Cannes, wrote: “The French, in 
their cities, are now being slowly 
surrounded by a circle of fire and a 
waH cemented with e thnic , social 
and - worst of all - religious hatred." 

By my observation, this is an ut- 
terly false pictnre of the banlieues. 
Over the last six weeks, I have been 
making regular trips, 20 minutes 
from Paris by train, to talk to young 
people in Fontenay-sous-Bois, a 
typical town in the inner ring of sub- 
urbs-. In that time I've met scores of 


‘Yes, we are racist. 
We hate the kids from 
the other suburbs. 
Here, there is no 
problem of race' 


teenagers, sometimes with Amar as 
a guide, sometimes without Some, 
like Mimoun’s gang, are irretriev- 
ably antisocial or rather asocial 
One 15-year-old child - and he was 
a child - proudly described how he 
had attacked an intruder from an- 
other banZieue with a chain-saw. But 

these kids - a violent minority, not 
the majority- are unaware and un- 
caring about anything beyond the 
boundaries of their limited fives. 
None had any sense of being in- 
volved in a religious or soda! or 
racial war. The horizon of their 
knowledge and ambition was the 
booty in the mall in the next town. 

I also met many kids from the 
same age-groups, tower blocks, 
ethnic backgrounds, schools and 


football teams who wanted to make 
something of their lives, who were 
not intimidated by the high local 
rates of youth unemployment, who 
bad no sense of anger or hatred to- 
wards mainstream France (apart 
from the universally detested pol- 
ice). Christophe Son. 22, the son of 
Senegalese parents, plays in a 
three-man, rap group - two blacks 
and one white. “If you live in a place 
like this you have a choice,” he said. 
“You give up and decide you have 
no future and you hang out with the 
kids by the lift shaft Or you fight to 
get out to make something of your-, 
sell Sport and music are the two 
routes most people choose. That is 
the side of the b anlieue you never 
see on TV or 'in the newspapers. Cul- 
turally, this place is alive, more 
alive than Paris.’' 

There was a 2.7 per cent in- 
crease in juvenile crime in France 
lastyear-which in fact represents 
a slowing of the problem, though a 
problem there certainly is. The rate 
of juvenile crime has increased by 
80 per cent in 10 years, partly be- 
cause the number of juveniles has 
steepfy increased. The absolute fig- 
ures are broadly in line with those 
in other European countries, some- 
what lower than those in Britain, for 
behind the US. Compared to Amer- 
ica and Britain, serious violent 
crime by teenagers - murders, 
shootings, serious woundings - is 
relatively uncommon. Mimoun and 
his friends have guns, bat do not 
carry them permanently as Amer- 
ican inner-city teenagers do. 

The reason why the French prob- 
lem is a suburban problem rather 
than an inner-city one is worth re- 
calling (something Le Figaro never 
does). In the Seventies and Eight- 
ies, Paris, under the mayorship of 
Jacques Chirac, copied by other 


cities, pursued a deliberate policy of 
driving poorer whites and immi- 
grants into tower blocks in the sub- 
urbs. There -they joined another 
army of people, rehoused from the 
shanfytowns that surrounded Paris 
in the Fifties and Sixties. Hence the 
extraordinarily rapid urbanisation 
of places like FOntenay-sous-Bois, 
where half the tower blocks belong 
not to the local council but to the diy 
of Paris. Hence also the lack of 
ethnic divisions on the British and 
US model racial ghettoes have not . 
had time to arise.- „ • 

My guide, Amar Oussaid, 32, 
himself an offender in hzs youth.' 
does not minimis e the problem of 
violence in the bardieue-. the kids 
abandoned to their fete by dys- 
functional families, the sense of 
impunity the rejection -by some -of 
all authority and ambition. He wor- 
ries especially about the incivility, as 
he calls it, of a foul-mouthed 10-13- 
yearold generation who seem to be 
out of everyone’s control 

“But my problem is with the way 
the banlieues are relentlessly pre- 
sented in the French media. There 
is rarefy a mention of the other side 
of the story the tens of thousands 
of kids who have taken up formal 
sport, mostly soccer and boxing, 
since they saw one of their own, 
Zinedine Zidane, win the World 
Cup for France. Or the kids who 
come to my youth dub who want to 
be lawyers, architects, engineers, 
rap stars. Worst of all there is this 
obsession with the bardieue as a 
boiling pot of racial hatred. There 
are some places, more racially seg- 
regated than this, where race may 
be a problem- But for the most part 
it is not except it seems, for the po- 
lice. France should be grateful that 
is so. Otherwise, you’d have a situ- 
ation that would be truly explosive." 


'We are bored together. 



A plan for the 
real world 

What exactly is ever ybody getting a 
degree for? By Cayte Williams 


THESE DAYS, everyone’s got a 
degree. Put a non- vocational 
honours qualification on your 
CV and any prospective 
employer wiD just assume 
you’ve been living it up for three 
years and now you're drowning 
in debt It's baitify impressive. 

Which is why most of these 
students have taken up 
vocational degrees, or at least 
have a dear idea of what they 
want to do when they leave 
university. Dani wants to work 
as an environmental biologist; 
Tan is planning mi being an air 
traffic controller; Robbie is 
inft»r*>.gteri in the City; Alistair 
and Dave hope to be more 
en tre preneurial. Only Rachael 
Tasha and Rosie seem less sure 

of their future. 

Rachael, who's studying art 
history, doesn’t have a definite 
career plan in mind. Her 
approach is more fluid than that 
of some of the boys in her 
house. “When you’re at college 
you can try out different things 
that you wouldn't necessarily 
have the time to do if you were 
working. Tm thinking of going to 
sin ging lessons with Leona, 
Tisha and Rosie, and I’ve just 
got a job with Pop, the student 
magiiThiP, doing fashion 
illustration.” 

But she doesn’t want to be an 
illustrator when she leaves 
college. “I want to find 
something I really am going to 
enjoy” she continues. “That 
means you can't just sit around 
watching TV all day.” 

This is a fer ay from the 
Rachael whose plans for putting 
a band together were put on 
hold, while she sat about for 
four months doing nothing but 
watch TV 

Conversely Ian is far more 
organised about his career and 
isn’t leaving anything to chance. 
“I am somebody who likes to 
plan ahead,” he says. “I'm doing 
geography because it was the 
course most relevant to what I 
want to do. which is air traffic 
control. L reckon employers will 
want experience in team work 
and management skills " 

lan is a no-nonsense lad who 
can’t understand wishy-washy 
people who make arbitrary 
choices for their degrees. Tm 


THIS STUDENT 
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SPRING TERM, WEEK 
5 AT THE 
Manchester 
Student house 


an odd case," he says. "Tve 
asked lots of people why they 
are at university and they don’t 
know. I find it quite 
disconcerting." Today they’ve 
got no excuse: Ucas offers 
courses in everything from 
psychology to boxing studies. 

“My management course 
teaches you how to market 
things, mid how the economy 
works,” Dave says. “We’re also 
taught to work well in groups. I 
suppose I really came to college 
just to improve my social skills - 
in manag ement- one of the most 
important attributes is the 
ability to communicate welL” 

So has it worked? Well Dave 
has developed from a painfully 
shy boy from Sunderland to an 
extrovert of epic proportions. 
“Tve met such a vast diversity 
of people,” he explains. “I had a 
nice breakthrough in the first 
year; when I moved into a really 
cool flat with group of three lads 
and we ail had a good laugh.” 
But isn’t the real motivation 
for studying management just a 
basic desire to make money? 
“It’s not the money that 
motivates me to do the 
promotions,” argues Dave. “It’s 
really all about building up 
experience. I used to want - 
money so that I could have a big 
house and a flash can -These . 
days, I don’t think that’s so 
important If i had money now, I 
would go travelling and expand 
my mind. That's what it’s all 
about - life experiences." 






RACHAEL 

studying 
Arc History ; . 


DANI 


LEONA 


studying . .was studying . 

:rMaths . 





• IAN V 

studying 

.^Geography 


ROSIE 

studying 
French ’ 




TASH 

L studying 
: Managemen t 
■ tfisa 


ROBBIE 

studying 

Economics 



DAVID 

studying • 
Management 


- ALISTAIR 

v . studying - 
Management 


CLASSIFIED 


Legal Notices 


ninui.s . \m, 

BI.VH. I Til ,<1 I Hi Lllli'rJ. 

,'itJ .11 S.viilu!l 
Mnl> in !m Mji. I'-W 
• r Mil 

IKIMM; ■ jn!in p.ihHSj;. 

i.iiatf. IV'luih:. tato 
■•■I i m iVifLuiJ alii-i! 

i.Vir -'ll : n1 SfpiciiiK-i. I'W 
i). i . it, iSin u i .ram 
IIIKTIUIL - r.lnh I (ail hill. 

L'i. ■>! Kirn Jlv . Smith 
V-iL-huv. JbJ tluri-.- in 
Jjnuan. !•«« \ F*IjI».- j|n>ul 

JOllNSTOM . Mjiwc 

J.’hiM.rv mil'll. |,|K- 
I .isv'Kir. ttt'i Si!v*v lin'd Jl 
W.irthm. 1 . U.m Suv-cx, ua 
I »r*n..ir\. I 1 * 1 ** iL-uk - 

nVS nrr Kl'RDVT ■ (ViiimcD 
w.i’ ikv hue ,'f 

i \ri-» . Jr.-.! Ih, r,- .in |4|h Mjv 
: w- . I » : .i[, .iN'in 'Miiiii 
M l.sr - (jwcTiiMinc Mjy 
W.-'t. •pn-ffir. tin* Hi i .iiitinL 
LorJni M ■■>. .IicJ ibcn; >■:» 
I h!i Sfpicnilvi. !-«s | Lm J it: 

.^h<:i* i*'.i.«ii» 

The tin of Ilfc' j!mw turned 
arc to jpptv Iii the 

Tfv-J-'-n Solicitor ill At. 

Queen Vim. * i.lurrJvr.. 's 
Pi Mita.li iiinih'n SUIli tlS. 
IjiIiH;: »hn;h. Hit Trc*>ur> 
S»>i-i:i-.-: ni.ii lake 'lip to 

aUin.-niMi t i tv iv 1.1:1: 


Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER lor Out special 
fiale. 1 W-iO». mod usm me*- 
30# UMI DcOiUav fltfl fiomoov 
Srt Mmi M- 0! 91-763 0363. Or 
CALL FREE 0500 MO OOO 


lb:- \ ItTORf A ROT) MAN 
Laic of 1 15 Shaw Heath 
Stockport. Cbnhirc 
T.Vkt NUTICfc Uui an A'lnra 
fuv bxil wraimnox! a^vr^i 
mu in the Si.vkpni i >>um\ 
Ci'un. Nuniixr 
N Neil -ViiThmn Urjdvhj*. is 
1 1 * .Mutt He u III MdckfHT. in 
'ihii'ti the PLunL'ir, da.m is tor 
an (Jrskr lli.it ihc pf»t%ni 
Lmmn as 1 15 Shuu tldih. 
Sim t port lx- siihi. Jrxl UlU i(te 
Icaitslcr ul Clu; prflpcm tv.* 
i-slvuicU (n the (ttsirwl 
•>l iIk 1 f.mil. .<r such nlhcr 
person *. lltc (. <iun shjll dlnxi 
nn Khali nf the Riipimk-nl 
AND THU it fu* Ken 
iTidctvJ Uui scrtisi; «>| (he 
•VvIkj[h4i no tin K elTccitJ 
ht this odstruscmcnJ 
AM) FL'KTIIF.K TAKE 
NO IKE that ton mils; a it hut 
limneen d.ns Otc puMtcaUi'n 
■ 0 lilts a>lv.'iie«iiieiil. irduvtc 
■il (In- iLn ul suh puMicariiin. 
irfcn-ulcda.' service -il l]ic 
AppK'aimii K s'-mpk-lm? an 
■SnsftsT ami liline iht, Aiih the 
Ltnnl and IK Niianii-rs nh>ix- 
name and address apjx:ar, 
Kliiu. mlw raise judeemom 
mat K- L'niLTvJ a$jnN tmi. 
thiol (ins Aid das •<! Fci>man. 
|OI>l 

.Alan J. Fuller k Co 
llautidr-i Sritsiii't 
SJ f>revk Mwci 
SiicLpnit SK.) SAX 


Legal Notices 


To advertise in this 
section please call 
Siobhan Me Caul 
on 0171 293 2347. 


Nul 0098V? of 199S 
IN THE HIGH COtTRT OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIUSION 

companies court 

IN TUl. MimR (IT ■STEMS 
INTERN ATM IN.VL'rilUH p PUT 
AND IN THE mnu Ol- THE 
lOMPVMLS .WT iw 
M)TUX la IDiRLh) r.IVFN ion 
i hr (hdei ■>! ilW llisb r.viri .>1 
ijliox ll'aailsvn DiWn'ii daMd 
TA tomun l‘i>» {.-n&mite the 

inbiMld ibriaisul ,i *• iN sc- 

nm! CiurpMi* li.sn rr>i'JwP,>ff*i 
Jisukd I Mm isi«(i|»»i rT,J inJr , 
Mtiics >ii ip cash. .* 2 ( 4 irui*» 
ta.-'haf IV.,- ml Mutes i<( ap each 
jnJ «s , ni.nii Ve» [Morid SIiec 
<•( "p f'. fAlliin dr.idml inM 
a.s.imuiK UiJiajrs Staa ol Ip 
rat art! ite \r:nne ijvrw’rd h ihr 
Gun slM-amp »iih lespeti w the 
^aplal .4 the s..usp-ic> « aliuw ibe 
■s-ssTrf pjrnbn mp.iml hi tfu 
ibw Ihv-nourd Ai wc* Rciiiti! 
Is iSu K(.-«lnii-iL'.’iipiiiriiiihd 
EsKimis i-an 

1 1 tied i- id Jn i'J Fdrun l>»« 

Isinibiiv it U a k>pi'j:c, 
L-J.tUlM : U’. 

:n Su Caspars 


Health & Leisure 




r PERMANENT 1 
mebUwinim 

OrdudyCBron 
pcycliologtst ontf 
«*-yoyo dWsr cm 
conch and motivate 
you by phone 

ltetephone: 
0 X 81 458 002 S ( 

A. m ■» 


No. 7272 oM 998 
IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
COMPANIES COURT 
CHANCEm* WMSION 
IN THE MATTER OF 
NORTHERN VENTURE 
TRUST PLC 

AND 1> THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1985 
NOTICE IS HEREtfi' GIVEN 
that (he Order i>f (be Hmh C.nm 
■d insiiec iCfcancrn Disinua) 
daicd ??£ Jicuan iwt oanfirm- 
cj the redsoun at the Share 
Prmun Awum o( (be abosc- 
nataed CiTiipam was rcciaercJ 
K -Sc RccrsL-ar of Gxaranics ■» 
lid Ivbruuy ICO* 
tewd ihu.'rd das rf Fehruan Iw) 
S. 1. tea A. Css. 

— Gnr-s Inn Ruud. 

Lnmipn WCIXhHD. 

St :. te I NijJ r, U JKPi'i’A.l.cepd 
■s-Lni.-n tt The atow-uul 


THIS 

NEWSPAPER 
AND YOU 

It VI'II (lull. .» M •mpl.mil 
■irsnjl .in ileni in ihr. 

uewupapvr sthuli 
*>in,vin» mai.wsir.k'V 

mlrus„*n. tosr.i.smu-ni 
• >r Uis^rinunalinn. srm, 

| In Ihv L’liilur jhiul it 

! H >nu‘re Mill ilesulis.ln.sj 
i suu vtn »im ■••■Ih; 
Ptl-ss Cnmpt.iiiip. 

Ciunnmsii'n. 
an inJ«-'ps.'ii.lfiii 
otganii.iiis«n c-M 

Iii uph-slsl .it, t-iliinri.il 

Oulu* »■( Prat'lKc 
fur I lie Pre-.s 

THLS NKW.STAnsR 
APItlh.S K> 

Tilt PI Ts UhTTSKINS 


P(C 


1 SALUsSL RA MJl- SRF. 

■ U1SUON hUI RAF 

! Telephone 0171 IS.i I jib 
: Facumle U17] .151 K35*. 


Valentines Gifts 


jfe* CANDLEHOUSE 

Create on amfil a toc with (fie one wo lore with 
onrcapristte VALENTINE CIFT’ 


li»i li-j; IclAk. 

I Cod 

8 : =£b. Tufcmf nm 

4 txilc fioJei, ytGjn- 

Sr^faizo 

: frak i<-i too 


.VI owSo ncr a nrei* fcrerlut Hat tiA wm ipj- tvxtiai uTsjmi 
rr*e iTT.iV Cii 018! -tCS 2i80. ' 

Cgangug, 10-1? CriBo* W>od fbat Lon Jan SHI* Zmv. 



The Joys Of Modern Life 


AT LAST men are discovering 
the joys of vanity. In the 
sweaty locker-room of 
contemporary masculinity, 
unguents are acceptable and 
potions permitted. A teenage 
son tweaking in front of the 
mirror no longer makes par- 
ents break down and cry. 
“Where did we go wrong?” 

Strange to recaH then, that 
it was once even problematic 
to be found to be wearing 
moisturiser. At best a lard-like 
smear of E45 was allowed, and 
even that had to be connected 
with some manly endeavour 
like a motorbike ride in the 
rain. Lip salve and eye gel - 
you kept those firmly behind 
dosed doors. Deodorant was 
dodgy. Even contact lenses, 
which I wore as a short- 
sighted young man, were con- 
sidered unbloke-like. 

Of course, beauty products 
market an unbelievable raft of 
old cobblers: all that AHA, 
age-defying, free-radical 
phoney sdence. But it is a 
human need to renew oneself 
using the various agents of 
exfoliation, deodorisation, 
clarification and so on. Lotions 


32. Male toiletries by Oliver Bennett 


inine side, or less anxious 
about his inner homosexual? 
I t hink tile explanation could 
be more prosaic: tbat the 
manufacturers have found a 
new gravy train, and men are 
jumping on board. And why 
not? One day, we will look back 
on our former indifference to 
appearance as a corruption of 
masculine identify that did us 
no favours. 

The joke is now on those 
who remain unconcerned 
about their appearance - for 

they are the ones who tend to 

bear those unsightly little 
details like plaque build-up. 
broken capillaries, flaky skin 
around the eyes, vfsibfywaay 
earholes, loose bits of nasal 
haic blackheads, whiteheads 
and open pores leaking 
grease like Mazola. These are 
the details that can maina the 



Clean np and shape up: 
that means you, mate 

and potions have been redis- 
covered as the font that 
reconstituted that long lost 
archetype, the male peacock. 

Helped along by sporting 
role models, it is common 
even among the most ante- 
diluvian corners of male 
society to scuff, floss, buff and 
bathe before heading out for 
a night on the lager and curry. 
The puritanical disdain for 
appearance that held sway for 
many years in st raig ht-male 
body culture is. happily in re- 
treat. Is it that hetero-geezer 
is more in touch with his fern- 


kiss someone or not They are 
akin to visual bad breath. 

There remains a paradox. 
Some people - often female, 
oddfy enough - say it is sexy 
for a woman to be interested 
in her appearance, but not a 
man. Men, or “hommes" as 


we are generally caB 
gunk trade, should i 
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Africa is where we live 

Seydou Keita portrays his fellow Africans as real people. Not as anthropological curiosities. By Jason Oddy 


1 


first saw the wort of the 


dou Keita five years ago 
in the prestigious Fbnda- 
fion Cartier in Paris. I 
remember feeling slightly 
bumbled by his high and 
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African Subjects. I remgmhpr alsn 
wondering why I had never come 

across any of these remarfeabfepic- 
hires before, none of which had 
been taken later than 1962. 

At the tone, I (fid not rraJGse that 
Seydou Keita was a latecomer to 
the world stage. Until the French 


him down in 1991 with the help of 
three anonymous prints he had 
se^ in an exhibition in New York, 
Ke i t a was unknown outside West 
Africa. And even there he had 
almost sunk into obscurity. His 
studio where be produced the body 
of work for which heisnowsojizstty 
celebrated had, at the prompting of 
the then socialist government, 
closed its doors in 1963 when he was 
appointed official photographer of 
the new Malian s tate 

But in the 15 years prior to his 
conscription, he was constant ly in 
demand. When Magrnn first went 
to meet Keita at his home in 
Bamako, Malfs creaking capital 
city, he found the septuagenarian 
photographer sitting on an archive 
of some 30,000 negatives from his 
studio days. Since Keita, working 
with a 13x1 8 an plate camera, only 
toaka single shot of most of ins sub- 
jects, this vast collection is a tes- 
tament to the phenomenal success 
he enjoyed during that, period. 

Earlier this year; with the Bar- 
bican’s current show Africa by 
Africa approaching I decided it was 
my turn to visit him. His pictures 
were undoubtedly going to be the 
exhibition’s centrepiece, and 1 
wanted to meet the person behind 
the work. More prerisety, I wanted 
to find out just how it was he man- 
aged to produce such a oonsastentty 
telling series of images. 

It was Ramadan when I turned 
up at the labyrinthine mud-walled 
compound where Seydou Keita 
fives with his extended femfly I was 
greeted by an unaffected and ami- 
able old man who, although evi- 
dently suffering from his month 
long diurnal fast, still spent the best 
part of two hot January afternoons 
telling me about his fife as a por- 
trait photographer. 

By the early Fifties, his reputa- 
tion had begun to spread right 
across West Africa. Queues would 
often form outside his door and be 
soon developed a system to cope 
with the volume of business^ When 
you arrived at his studio, you either 
chose to wear your own clothes or 
decided on one of a variety of out- 
fit that he provided. Tacked to the 
wall were pictures of previous 
clients in a whole range of poses. 
You pointed to the one you liked 
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Labours of love: an untitled composition from 1956. Keita (below) has an unerring eye for form and pattern 


best and Keita would duplicate it 
The whole process could take as 
little as 10 minutes. 

The portraits that emerged were 
a sort of collaboration between the 
sitter’s fantasy and Ore photogra- 
pher’s prowess, and they remain a 
lasting document of Bamako fife m 
the decade-and-a-half before inde- 
pendence But rather than being a 
straightforward chronicle of any 
objective reality, they are, mare 
accurately a record erf a reflective 
reality. Fbr these photographs show 
us the way people wish to see 
themselves, in front of the minor 
and in front of the lens. In one pic- 
ture, a woman has brought her 
sewing machine with her. In 
another a man stands proudtynext 
to his new bicycle. 

It is no coincidence that toe 
majority of Keita’s clients were 
young people. In fifties Africa, 
being photographed was Itself 
indicative of a modem sensibility. 
With independence looming, an 
emerging generation was looking 
for new post-colonial role models. 
The apparent desire of many of 
them to have their pictures taken 
wearing toe latest Wfestem fashions 
or surrounded fay props such as toe 
watches, radios, telephones and 


scooters that Keita himself pro- 
vided, reinforces the impression 
that during this transitional period 
in their continent’s history young 
Africans put toeir faith, in toe trap- 
pings erf a modernity that appeared 
tol» the most promising option for 
advancing life after European rnle. 

The candour of these portraits, 
which expose the aspirations and 
beliefs of the people who posed in 
than, is what, when allied to Keita’s 
unerring eye fbr form and pattern, 
lends the photographs such power 
This knack for combining the 
ingenuous with the aesthetic arose 
from toe singular relationship that 
existed between Keita and his cus- 
tomers which, as he explained it, al- 
ways saw him doing his utmost to 
realise their ambitions by “ finding 

the most perfect, flattering poses”. 

In another context, say Annie 
Liebowitz*s ego-caressing portraits 
of celebrities, such an approach 
sheds Httie light on toe inner world 
of her subjects. But the simple and 
frank decorative strategies Keita 
employed during what was such a 
er ifipai mnmpnt. miris country’s his- 
tory produced toe contrary result 

It cannot have escaped the 
attention of the organisers of Africa 
by Africa that the exhibition show- 



ing alongside it Picasso and Fho- 
tography: The Dark Mutoi; con- 
tains several pictures of Africans 
token by Europeans that stand in 
sharp opposition to the work of the 
African photographers on the Bar- 
bican's lower level. Take the two 
postcards by the turn of the century 
French photographer Edmond 
fbrtiec In each, a nearly naked 
Senegalese girl self-consciously 
feces the camera. “Girls from the 
None tribe wear only a vestige of 
clothing” reads the caption 
stamped on one of the cards. While 
such an apparently objective 
approach might be superficially 
informative, on closer inspection 
this attempt to classify the native 


populace teDs us more about West- 
ern prejucfices Gn this case *ffll sav- 
ages are immodest”) than it does 
about the peopte in front of the lens. 

What is manifestly lacking in 
these and many other examples of 
colonial and even toe neo-colonial 
photography of our age, is any 
genuine relationship between the 
photographer and his subject 
Instead, toe camera is a pseudo- 
saentific tool which, in seeking to 
objectify people, in seeing them as 
they never see themselves, 

TU^Wyts ity ftmifament al duty-ithat 
of allowing any trace of thdr own 
subjective reality to emerge. 

By contrast each of Keita’s pic- 
tures is, in his own words, a vrark 
of “love”. In none of the portraits 
on show at the Bartncanis there the 
merest hint of the non-consensual. 
that hallmark of so much of the 
intrusive photography that Africa 
.has had to suffer Rather his work 
exhibits an opposing tendency, one 
which I believe is the consequence 
of an instinctive sympathy between 
photographer and sitter itself toe 
result of a shared historical expe- 
rience which meant that both par- 
ties tadtty understood stoat had to 
be expressed namely the assertion 
of a personal troth that contained 


within it the germs of a post-colo- 
nial political consciousness. 

After my second and final meet- 
ing with Seydou Keita, I left Bamako 
for Djennd a town my guidebook de- 
scribed as “the most satisfying” in 
the Sahel It was a tourist trap. At 
hmch one day I sat next to a Ger- 
man photographer who spotted a 
postcard for sale. “This is one of 
mine,” he told his companions tri- 
umphantly. Once they had left, I 
went to inspect it It was a typical 
postcard with two Tuareg trfoesmen 
w alking, backs to the camera, into 
the desert His choice of words 
seemed fitting. Because approached 
from behind, most probably un- 
aware that theyhad even been pho- 
tographed, the men in the picture 
had fallen captive to toe photogra- 
pher's lens. From a commercial 
aesthetic, and who knows, even 
spiritual point of view, he now pos- 
sessed that moment of their lives. 
And they had not been involved in 
the process at all. 

^/ncabj/AVricmBarhicaritOTtilag 
March; £6, £4 c one. Open Mon, 
Thur - Sat 10am - 6.45pm; Toe 
10am - 5.45pm; Wed 10am - 
7.45pm; Sun & Bank Holidays 
12pm - 6.45pm. TA 0171-382 7105 


How to grow old gracefully 
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THEATRE 

THE CAUCASIAN 

CHALK CIRCLE 

LIBRARY THEATRE 
MANCHESTER 

CHRIS H ONER, directing a major 
Brecht play for the third consecutive 
yean dissents from the implications 
of toe famous Brecht “alienation 
effect". In the excellent programme, 
he reprints the impeccably Bert 
Brecht poem, “Speech to Danish 
working-class actors cm the art of 
observation", which insists not on 
type and role, but on particularity: 
“There is the man who is paying his 
taxes; he is not like/ Every man who 
pays taxes." Honor wants to show all 
Brecht’s characters as individuals, 
and is not afraid to claim that an 
audience should be emotionally 
involved in his plays. 

Unlike his earlier; superb Galileo, 
this play presents problems. TYue, in 
the peasant girl Grusha, who 
neglects self-interest to save the 
baby abandoned by the clothes- 
crazed Governor's Wife os she flees 
an insurgency, and Azdak. the 
village shyster catapulted into the 
chair of District Judge, the play has 
two of Brecht's characters who most 
exceed depersonalised function. 
Azdak’s character cannot be 
confined within such bounds - it is a 
variable no structure can anticipate. 

' But we wait half the play for Azdak. 
and meanwhile Grusha’s perilous 
flight, pursued by the Ironshirts, is 
composed of instructive episodes 
and a series of minor characters. 

It is here that Brecht’s “speech” 
is most to be heeded, but 
unfortunately hardly any accurate 
observation is in evidence that 
would individualise the characters. 
The production is caught between 
stylisation and realistic vignette, and 
is consequently confusing. Michael 
Pavelka’s designs add to this. 
Predominantly white and, in Ace 
McCarron's derisive shafts of side- 
lighting, so striking against the dark 
background, the costumes mix 
peasant layering and kobtiki 
votuminousness in a way that makes 
toe actors seem cumbersome, and 
toe stage cluttered. The essential 
lightness and speed are, so fee 
lacking G saw a preview). 

Yet Kati Williamson’s dear 
Grusha is consistently involving, and 
Rachel Smith’s screediing and 
fluttering as the Governor’s Wife 
does make stylisation work. David 
fielder; as the anarchic Azdak, 
forever nursing a dog-end in his 
palm, scuttles over the stage like a 
demented but unkfllable tarantula. 

Fourteen actors and two 
musicians fix- Brecht in these times 
seem untold riches, and Chris 
Boner's pertinacity and vision are 
admirable. But in toe usual four 
weeks’ rehearsal even he cannot 
bring a company through a piece as 
Stylistically d emanding as this. 

JEFFREY WAINWR1GHT 

Zb 6 March (box office 0161-236 7 no> 


STRAUSS’S MARSCHALLIN in 
Der Rosenkavalier is sup- 
posed to be aged 32, but the part 
is usually taken by a singer 

ratoer further into her years. In 
fact there is . an accepted 
progress from toe ingenue role 
of Sophie to the senior part, nor- 
mally reserved for an estab- 
lished diva. 

The Scottish Opera’s Mar- 
schallin, Joan Rodgers, is, of 
course, an established diva. 
However; with her slight and 
pretty figure she looks like a 
young girl end the voice is es- 
sentially lyric. Given the cus- 
tomary suspension of disbelief, 

she would pass excellently as 
Sophie, with, say, Anne Evans 
as the Marschaffin. Casting 
Rodgers as the older woman 


OPERA 

DER R05ENKAVALIER 

SCOTTISH OPERA 

put a strain on the Sophie 
(here, toe brightly focused Lisa 
Milne), who had to seem 
younger and prettiea; and on the 
whole balance of the action, for 
the opera is chiefly about a 
woman who sees her youth 
slipping away. 

This strain was worsened 
initially by a conductea; Richard 
Armstrong, who held toe 
rhythms too tightly corseted. 
He relaxed a little as things 
progressed. The effect was to 
give a special poignancy to toe 
end of Act 1, in which Rodgers 
wistfolty recalled her teenage 


years; the soft warmth of the 
voice, toe bewitching smile 
that hovered always near her 
Ups, the quiet self-possession, 
gave the lightest of touches to 
this moment of pathos, a bit 

shallow but nevertheless heart- 
felt As the grand patrician, 
she was less credible, and you 
worried that she might lose 
control of toe stageful of 
dubious characters in Acts. 

Indeed, it was a bit of a 
surprise when this young, 
pretty thing was able to com- 
mand the boy Octavian out of 
the room at toe dose of Act 1. 
For this Octavian (Stella Dou- 
feoris) was a tall, gallant, fiery 
character with flashing eyes 
and a voice that was vibrant and 
comprehensive. It was a totally 


convincing portrayal of the im- 
pulsive young mala 

If Rodgers shed a new light 
on the Marschallm, then Peter 
Rose gave a new meaning to 
Baron Ochs. A heavyweight 
baritone, he was able to give 
force and power to what is 
usually a boorish pantaloon; 
you felt for him when he longed 
fertile unsophisticated country 
life in a Vienna of tricks and 
conspiracies. 

It was impressive how 
closely these fine principals 
had worked with the producer; 
David McVicac Any producer 
can get the chorus to group 
well, but to get soloists to turn 
their heads away at just the 
moment when the harmony 
clouds, or to slow in mid-ges- 


ture when Strauss suddenly 
imposes a piano, takes real 
authority. McVicar had de- 
signed his own set, an elegant 
room with heavy drapes and 
candles, and Tanya McCallin 
provided sumptuously colour- 
coded costumes. 

There were some precious 
vignettes: Joanna Campion 
was a snakey Annina, Phyllis 
Caiman a ludicrously shocked 
Marianne, and Harry Ward, in 
the non-singing part of Ochs’ 
bastard Leopold, was a deli- 
riously greasy sloven. There 
was plenty to admire in this 
production; even toe audience 
at the Theatre Royal, Glasgow; 
showed some real enthusi- 
asm for once. 

Raymond Monelle 


40 Weekends 
in New York 
to be won with 


The rough with the smooth 


ROOK OF all kinds sprang 
healthily to life at the South 
Bank on Saturday afternoon 
when the London Philhar- 
monic’s admirable “Roots - 
Classical Ftisioas" launched 
ritual-inspired events cover- 
^ing Caribbean, European, 
Celtic, Aboriginal Islamic, 
Asian and Mediterranean 
cultures, then capped the lot 

with related Copland, Machaut 

^Stravinsky. 

I joined the proceedings at 
6pm when toe venue shifted 
from toe Hall’s foyers to toe 
auditorium, and Polyphony 

. 1 ... a 


ed sequence of music from the 

African equatorial rainforest. 
Spotlights shed a glimmer of 
ligh t as voices chattered or 
yelped off-stage and a colour 


CLASSICAL 

ROOTS - CLASSICAL 
FUSION5 

LPO/NAGANO 
RFH. SBC, LONDON 

folly daubed troupe of grass- 
drirted girts shuffled into view. 
We heard the rhythmic itching 
of rattles, scrapers and wood- 
en slit drums; there were in- 
vocations, proverbs and moral 
dilemmas; social and famil i a l 
issues — all shouted, stamped 
danced into such ferodous 
energy that toe hail soon filled 
with a pungent, sweaty odouc 
The thumping dimax saw toe 
lead girl smile a gleaming set 
of teeth, splay her thighs wide 

and press a hand hard against 
her crotch. This was ritual in 


toe raw, but the real rub came 
when you panned from stage to 
audience, ami pitted thehraited 
and blatant against the formal 
and goggle-eyed By rights, we 
should all have been shouting, 
swaying, laughing and stamp- 
ing our feet - not sitting there 
like white-coated spectators 
behind glass doors. 

When Polyphony Efconda 
took their last bow and we tow- 
elled off after a brief interval 
Kent Nagano and toe London 
Philharmonic brought us a 
rather more “polite” musical 
commentary on community 
relations: Aaron Copland’s 
orderty celebration of a 19th- 
centmy Fennsyhranian country 
wedtfing. The juxtaposition be- 
tween Polyphony Ekonda’s 
ecstatic pulring and the neat 


sound-frame of Copland's tune- 
ful Appalachian Spring ballet 
suite spbke volumes, though 
Nagano's performance really 
came into its own antywhen toe 
mood relaxed and the players 
had enough room to breathe. 
Better fay far were the HOfiard 
Ensemble in collaboration with 
Knda Erguneron Turkish flute, 
where threads of music from 
toe Merievi Sufi tradition were 
woven among tout never with- 
in) the individual movements erf 
Guillaume de Machaufs glor- 
ious Mass fbr Our Lady. 

After a second interval, 
Nagano and the Philharmonic 
returned in force for the 
evening’s dramatic denoue- 
ment a^Stravinsty’s “scenes 
from Fagan Russia” his ballet 
The Bite of Spring. The first 


few minutes were untidy and 
unrepresentative, but the fur- 
ther we ventured into “The 
Adoration of toe Earth", the 
fester and tighter it became. 
“The Sacrifice” was better still 
especially the humid intro- 
duction and toe frenetic final 
dance. Parallels with Poly- 
phony Ekonda, with tribal 
stamping rhythms and an im- 
plied eroticism, were less ob- 
vious than the contrast 
between tribal joy and hand- 
crafted revolution. In 1913, ITie 
Rite caused a riot, though 


Talk Radio and The Independent are flying 40 pairs of 
winners to New York for a weekend in March in our 
'Talk to New York' Competition. Throughout February 
there are 2 New York Weekends to be won every weekday. 

How to piay 

Tune to Talk Radio and listen for 

the Avenue and Street No.s for a , — % ; w«h Oe 

one of today's two locations, ■■ I—— — . /; ■ ■■ ■ 

identify it on the map opposite | | .... ? ■ ■■ — y^a th o tr 

and you could be a winner. I a ■ „ ■ ™ ■—■ > «*€* 


When to listen to Talk Radio 

For your chance to win a trip for 
two to New York listen to Talk 
Radio at these times every 
weekday; 



seem small beer in comparison 
with some of toe works that 
came after it Maybe that’s be- 
cause, ultimately, revolutions 
mean far less than roots, 

ROB COWAN 


8.20am The Big Boys' Breakfast 
with David Banks & Nick Ferrari 

10-20pm James Whale 


How to find Talk Radio 

1053 and 1089am across the UK 
and in toe following areas: 

1107 am: Boston (Lines), Gatwick, 
Liverpool Lydd (Kent), 

Paignton (Devon), Southampton 
1071am: Newcastle, Nottingham 


A. Radio Chy Music Hall 

B. Trump Tower 



YTHE INDEPENDENT 


-t* 


\Z r ~ ■ 






lOA^ISUAL ARTS 


THE TUESDAY REVIEW 

’n*. impendent 9 February 1999 


Cool, calm, disconnected 


Black lines. Luminous colour. Domestic scenes. Patrick Caulfield’s pictures are veiy simple and very strange. By Tom Lubbock 


A Patrick Caulfield retro- 
spective misses the point, 

I think The main point of 

any Caulfield picture is 
that it should be the neat- 
est thing in the room. 
Wherever it hangs, a 
Caulfield provides its surroundings with a 
kind of ideal focus; holds up to them a 
dream-image of clarity and tidiness. It 
should probably hang in the sort of space 
that Caulfield’s art has made its own: 
restaurants, foyers, the modem office or 
apartment. It should hang singly. 

And so to hang a Caulfield in an art 
gallery, a gallery moreover where all the 
other objects around it are themselves 
other pictures by Caulfield - obviously, the 
effect will be losL You'll get a total neatness 
stalemate. Or some of the pictures will even 
start to look, by comparison, a bit messy. 

This is just bad luck. A retrospective is 
the standard way of honouring an artist 
of Caulfield's years and achievement 
There are nearly four decades of painting 
on show at the Hayward Gallery, and his 
name has been famous for most of them. 
It's bad luck that his pictures aren't de- 
signed for their own company. 

Their un-retrospect-ability needn't 
reflect badly on them, though. Caulfield's 
art requires a quasi-domestic, non-art 
environment to work in - and this is an 
interesting thing about it But of course, 
that’s likely also to mean a privately- 
owned environment tLeaf through the - 
Hayward's catalogue, and note which pic- 
tures ore in private hands: those are the 
Caulfields in proper homes.) So what 
about public honour? And public access? 

Good questions. After all, Caulfield is 
something of a public favourite, a one-time 
“pop" artist who really was. In his mid- 
twenties. in the early Sixties, he invented 
a style that became proverbial. An advert 
could use it, confident that most people 
would recognise it, even if they couldn't 
name its creator: A bitof Legec a bit of Mon- 
drian, a bit of Minoan fresco and com- 
mercial illustration combined to produce 
±e most distinctive British graphic since 
John flaxman's neo-Greek outline draw- 
ings two centuries ago. And like FTaxmarfs 
Main penmanship, the Caulfield manner 
.vasn't exactly personal 
A thick black line, always of the same, 
steady thickness, defines each object and 
letafl. It’s a style that stresses and isolates 
hings; or rathec insulates. It's a world 
made snug; outline as lagging. It's also a 
•orld made equal. Whatever is described 
ets identical treatment, and this can 
ave funny results. Very small and thin 
lings - a stem, a bit of grit - are 
■stablished with outlines thicker than 
themselves. 

In fact, the charm of this Sixties style 
is its perfect insensitivity. It's as if some 
original picture - with a wide, various and 
responsive range of marts - had been put 
through a programme that recognised only 
one sort of line. Sometimes Caulfield 
nakes a pointed joke about what's lost in 
-his translation. In View qfthe Rooftops, 
say. or in Bend in the Road, you find some 
single, separate little squiggles. They’re 
•vidently meant to stand for cracks in the 
brickwork, or divots in the ground, and you 
ran see that in a more responsive style 
:hal’s what they would mean. But here, 
with their even widths and square ends. 
They're as blankly non-descript as a road- 
.nign. They’ deliberately strain depiction. 

At the same time, this world of even, 
definite edges Is filled in with Boods of 
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‘Across the Rooftops’ (1965) and, below, ‘Pottery* (1969): Caulfield’s work is a variety act that stops short of showing off 
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even, luminous arfour; which ahyays stops 
clean at the outlines; but often spreads 
over mffivuhialthmgs. ha Dining Recess, 
a whole room with its table and chairs is 
blocked in with a uniform grey-a scheme 
that’s onty broken by a large spherical 
lamp (bright warm white) and a window 
of evening sky (dull violet). So while the 
outlines stress separate objects, the 
colour can override this, asserting (con- 
trariiy) large units of sameness. This is 
playful and mysterious. Also, through 
sheer arrangement of flat colours, 
Caulfield can introduce not just luminos- 
ity but a sense of realistic lighting - 
odd)y; as these images are, of course, with- 
out any directionalised light and shade. 

So: a world made dear and strange, for- 
mulated, set at a remove, straining at the 
real And the best w or k that Caulfield made 
in this style, it seems to me, the wort that 
turns its economies to maximum impact, 
is not a painting, and so not in this retro- 
spective. It’s a book-work of 21 screen- 
prints that obliquely illustrate poems by 
Jules Laforgue. But you hardly need the 


poems to get the point The images' 
strength is in their smallness, their dose- 
croppedness, and that they’re a tones. •" 

They show a life in cut-off details: a 
glimpse of sly through parted curtains; a 
menu card; a bedside lamp; railings; a 
dock; a glass of water on a window silL 
They^re details whose very inconsequence 
is poignant They’re the kind of minutiae 
that, in extreme emotion, the mind lights 
on. latches on to, holds for always - the 
kitchen tap that will emblematise for ever 
the first night or the last row. This is the 
subject Caulfield's detached intensity was 
made for You can see a set of these prints 
m a general retrospective <rf Caulfield prints 
at the Alan Cristea Gallery in Cork Street 
Or there’s another set that’s going round 
the country as a Hayward Gallery Tburing 
Exhibition, and it can be seen at the How- 
den Part Centre in Iivingstan, West Loth- 
ian, from next week. 

One thing these Laforgue images do is 
answer a question tfiaf. Caulfield’s images 
often leave begging: why? Why is he so 
interested in this world of contemporary 
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and slightly tacky accessories, design, 
and cuisine? What do these objects and 
environments mean to him? Are they just 
the Wnd of thing s he paints? It looks 


increasingly fike that, just as his paintings 
as time goes on seem more and more to 
be wqys of - very elegantly, very intelli- 
gently - filling up a canvas. 

The Caulfield style of the Sixties was, 
as I say not epetty' personal. It sup- 
pressedhfe individual handwriting (though 
not quite entirety; that was another of its 
vital tensions). It was certainly very con- 
sciously adopted. And for all its seeming 
uniformity, it was capable of considerable 
plqy. So Why not adopt a few more styles, 
and mix them together; and generally up 
the gamesmanship? That’s been 
Caulfield’s course since the mid-Seventies. 

He’s developed a repertoire of depictive 
devices and accomplishments. There's 
outline-less silhouette, and very high-fin- 
ish photo-realism, and a looser; more 
impressionistic phdto-realism, and exact 
imitations of patterns and textures (wall- 
paper, woodgj-ain), and flat shapes which 
mean cast shadows, or patches of cast light, 
or sometimes just an abstract shape. And 
there’s some low relief too. All these 
things intersect and overlap to create dif- 


ferent levels of reality and trompe I’oeU 
effects and ehisivety paradoxical spaces. 

Thie, this variety act never becomes stu- 
pidly show-off. It’s realty quite tactfuL On 
the other hand, it doesn't seem very point- 
ful and I admit I was finding it hard by the 
end to keep my eye on them. But they’re 
still as neat as can be, and perhaps the real 
problem Is public exhibition. Seeing them 
in relation to the surroundings of a more 
private setting might make all the differ- 
ence. As for public access, there’s a sim- 
jto answer - posters, large and high-quality 
reproduction, with wide distribution. Take 
one home: that’s the best retrospective this 
sort of art could ask foe 


Patrick Caulfield: Hayward Gallery, 
South Bank, until 11 April ; £6, cones £4. 
PrmtRetrospective: Alan CristeaGaUery, 
31 Cork. Street; tomorrow to 11 March; 
dosed Sat pm and San; free. The Poems 
qf Jules Lcforgue: Howden Park Centre, 
Livingston, West Lothian; 18 Feb to 11 
March,- dosed Sun,- free. Then touring to 
Brecon arid Taunton 
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JOHN WINDSOR’S GUIDE TO COLLECTING CONTEMPORARY ART. THIS WEEK: DAVE MORRIS 


IS IT a pile nf pigs or a heap of 
aubergines? Are the pointy hits 
snouts, stalks or nipples? Is there a 
buttock ur two in there? 

Dave Morris's five-foot -toll 
sculpture in Ancaster freestone 
evokes what artists these days call 
a "multiple response". At first 
glance, it could be any of several 
different things. The way out of 
the confusion Is to laugh. Many 
people do. Morris is not in the 
least offended. 

Humour Is ran? in British 
sculpture. You can be just as 
confused by the sculpture of Moore, 
Hepworlh or Caro without getting 
so much as a Utter out of it. 

Wien the giggles subside, the 
eye focuses nn Morris's voluptuous 

sags and bulges - the weight 

distribution (to use a dry term* that 
occurs whenever nature wraps 
bulky organisms in sacks so that 
they can pile themselves in heaps 
without getting tangled up. 

Gravity, his sculpture wittily 
observes, tends to mould piles of 
ul pigs or piles of ripe aubergines 
in the same sinuous way. One 
quashed on the bottom row 
wearily drops its snout - or is it its 
stalk? The one lying on lop of it 
raises itself, as if expecting to hare 
its back scratched. Another 
nuzzles its stalk into its 
neighbour’s soft flank. 

The sculpture's title. Body Boat, 
is little help in deciphering what 
the bodies are. But the base is 
actually a storm-tossed vessel - 
recognisable to those wbo know 
Morris's recent wort as part of his 
cargo theme - and the bodies, as a 
few seconds' investigation will 



confirm, are dearly aubergines. 
Pigs? Breasts? Whatever gave you 
that idea? 

Body Boat is one of three in his 
“Boat” series, begun last year as he 
approached 50. Aubergines and 
chillies in seagoing vessels made 
their debut onty four years ago, in a 
series of six of his sculptures called 
“South American Trade". 

His wort before that, although 
also concerned with mechanics and 
loading, was quite different In the 
1980s he used discarded builders’ 
timber to make heavy somewhat 


threatening yet absurd 
constructions, such as Walnut 
Holding Device and Conker Boring 
Machine - references to the 
megalomania of Victorian 
eng ineers and to the subsequent 
decay of heavy industry. He was 
also inspired by the notebooks of 
his Unde Jack, a print compositor 
whose device to speed the 
production of biscuits was adopted 
by Huntley & Palmer in the years 
before the war. 

A couple of years ago, he was 
making giant “still lifes” from 


timber and laminates - English 
ones with wooden crockery, cutlery 
and bottles, and Moroccan ones 
with oversize versions of the sugar 
hammers typical of that country. 

He would be better known, and 
his wort more expensive, but for 
his ruthless habit of abandoning 
themes for new ones, instead of 
consolidating them - and for his 
devotion to teaching. For the past 
10 years he has been subject 
leader in sculpture at 
Loughborough University. His 
current theme of travel and cargo 
dates back to his earty years 
among the granite hills of 
Malvern in Worcestershire, his 10- 
mile, twice-dafly bus journey to 
school through the bombed 
industrial wasteland of 
Birmin gham - and his recurring 
thought that exotic vegetables 
could be grown on bomb-sites, 
under glass, instead of shipped 
from distant continents. 

His boat forms, he says, are 
metaphors for travel, “whilst the 
fruit or vegetable forms can be read 
in the actual or as metaphors for 
people”. So if you thought you saw a 
nipple, do not 'feel ashamed. 


A retrospective of Morris's work of 
the past finer years is at the 
Diorama Arts Centre, 34 
Osnaburgh Street, London NWl, 22 
March-1 April ( 0171-916 5 467/5468). 
‘Body Boat' is on show at the 
Ferrers Centre, Staunton Harold, 
Ashby De-La Zouch, Leics, to 31 
March (01332 885408 ). Prices: ‘ Body 
Boa? is £2,850; ‘Mixed Cargo’ 
£2,750. Works at the Diorama are 
mostly in the £1, 000-81,800 range 


Strictly ballroom 


SILVIO WOLFS installation. 
The Elsewhere, gives a whole 
newmeaning to the term “site 
specific": there's not a lot to 
see here apart from the site. 
In fact the Royal Ftestivai Hall 
Ballroom, which is playing 
host to the Italian artist's first 
solo show in the UK, is com- 
pletely empty and if it weren't 
fora helpful sign on one of the 
entrance pillars the exhibit 
might pass you by altogether. 

There is a soundtrack play- 
ing: the sound of children cry- 
ing. calling out to each other; 
yelling and squealing in true 
playground fashion, which 
rains down on you from the 

fwling . as if thp nhilriym rowp 

hovering above you just out of 
sight There is also a new, 
constant light source, spe- 
cialty installed to give a time- 
less quality by denying the 
changing times of day out- 
side. But apart from these 
two elements the Ballroom is 
unaltered. 

Tm fascinated tty the per- 


Review 


SILVIO WOLF 
ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 
LONDON 



The Elsewhere’ 




traces and memory of the 
place, but with giving a new 

form, life and presence to the 


capable of expressing, and 
Tm increasingly obsessed by 
the need to establish a sym- 
bolic relationship with such a 
pfece,” explains who lives 

and works In Milan. The 
recording of the children's 
voices was originally made 
for an art space in Milan that 
was once a refectory in the 
city’s 18th-centuiy orphanage 
for gjris. 

“I wasn't just interested in 
giving evidence to the lost 


on impassively at the live 
entertainment before thpm 
The space is vast, its towering 
white pillars calling to mind 
the impressive height and 
scale of those in Egyptian 
temples, its emptiness and 
noise accentuated by the sub- 
dued, adult presence of those 
clustered around its edges. 

Fortunately, there is an ac- 
companying CD -Rom, being 

presented as an artwork in its 
own right which does flesh out 
the rather bare bones of the 
exhibit. At the dick of a mouse, 
you can access informa tio n 
about the RFH and the artist, 
which includes his biography 
and examples of his previous 
worts, and you c an navigate 
the installa t i o n itself in true 
playground feshion. 

The constant light and 
looped sound of The Else- 
where, however; is exhausting 
after a while. Twenty-four 
hours of this drip of constant 
noise would surely fiend you 
mad, particularly as the raim, 


who lived there," he says. 

A series of bemused-look- 
ing, dark-suited men wan- 
dered into the middle 
installation while I was there, 

stared at the ceiling as if that 
held all the answers and then 
beat a hasty retreat, each and 




comfortable. But then, a walk 
around the exhibit is slightly 

unnerving, surrounded as it is 

on three rides by the bar area, 
the customers of whidi stare 


and peaceful And does this 
treatment of the Ballroom 
mean that all spaces are po- 
tential worts of art? If that’s 
tbe case, a reconstruction of 
my hving-room, with an ac- 
companying tape of all 
the arguments of the succes- 
stve neighbours who have 
^ flat upstairs, 
would count. After all as Wolf 
argues, “the place becomes 
the event". 


Kate Mikhail 
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A few weeks before Christmas 
#m my two-year-old daughter and 
/ I were both struck down with 

what I thought was a partic- 
/ % ulariy nasty bout of flu. 

■mb JB^Alarmed by Christina's tem- 
perature and the fact that she was refusing 
to eat or drink, my husband called the doc- 
tor She was suitabty impressed by the child’s 
declining health and, since she was in the 
house, agreed to have a quick look at me. I 
was fully expecting to be told to get up and 
! tend to my ailing daughter dike a proper 
mother), but instead was told to stay put as 
I was suffering from scarlet fever 
I must admit to having been secretly 
pleased that I had a genuine reasonfbr feel- 
ing utterly lousy though somewhat alarmed 
to have succumbed to a disease which, as 
far as I was concerned, had aD but died out 
and affected only small children. While we 
stayed in bed and watched the Christmas 
schedule of black-and-white movies (in 
which the heroines tended to die of scarlet 
fever), I learnt that there had been an out- 
break of the disease in Sussex, with 14 cases 
reported in the Brighton and Hove area with- 
in a month, compared tojust one case in the 
previous year 

Dr Angela Iversen, the area’s consultant 
in communicable disease control, says that 
such a rise is not unusual butdoes give same 
cause for concern. “The disease is cyclical 
so numbers tend to go up and down. The 
danger with scarlet fever is that, because 
its early symptoms are similar to a sore 
throat, doctors may not prescribe antibiotics 
immediately, and if it isn't treated there can 
be severe complications.” 

The earliest historical record of a scar- 
let fever outbreak was made in 1543 in Skaty. 
A century later, on 10 November 1664, 
Samuel Pepys wrote in his diary: “my little 
girlie Susan is fallen sick of the meazles, we 
fear or, at least, of a scarlett fever” Whether 
there had been earlier outbreaks of the dis- 
ease is not known, but it continued to occur 
in Europe and North America, cropping up 
frequently in literature. 

One of my childhood heroines, Beth in 
Little Women, caught scarlet fever and, 
though she survived the incident, she was 

so weakened by the disease that she never 


fully recovered. As a rather bool 
always quite liked the idea of bej 
down with what I considered 
“romantic" disease but, havings 
apparently mild dose of scarlet ft 
experience I’m not anxious to n 
Characterised fay a sore thro 
temperature and a rough red ra 
fever is far less common and Ic 
ening than it used to be. In the 19 
it was still widespread and d 
especially among small ehildn 
1860s, the mortality rate from sc 
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was 972 per million of population. Nowadays 
there are virtually no fetal cases, but about 
4,000 to 5,000 people ayear contra A the dis- 
ease in England and Whies. 

It is caused by. a type of stre itococcus 
(bacterium) that also causes soi ; throats, 
swollen glands, ear infections ar 3 tonsilli- 
tis. Scarlet fever is just one form that a strep- 
tococcus infection can take. According to Dr 
Julius Weinberg, consultant epidemiolo- 
gist for the PuhEc Health Laboratory the 

bacteria are rnmmnn and many pc ipte parry 

them in their throats with no tD-efircts what- 
soever “What causes some peo; le to get 
scartet fever and not others is note unpletety 
understood. It may be that the host; become 
more susceptible because they h ive flu or 
are run down, for example.” 

My initial symptoms were appai ently typ- 
icat a sore throat, accompanied fay fever and 
headache. Small children often a so suffer 
from vomiting and nausea The c laracter 
istfe rash iisuaity appears within two days 
on the neck, chest and back, ind may 
spread to the rest of the botty. It ra ults from 
a reaction to a toxin, produced t r certain 
strains of the streptococcus, wh di is ab- 
sorbed by the Wood and, if not tre ited, can 
ultimately lead to blood poisoning : 

The face also becomes flush© and the 
tongue swollen aixl red- doctors darmingly 
describe it as a “strawberry'’ tang ie. As the 
fever subsides there is frequently teefingof 
the skin, especially on the hands and feet. 

My father backed away in some alarm on 
hearing that our home was infe :ted with 
scarlet fevec He had spent six we ks in Iso- 
lation in the school sanatorium aft r getting 
the disease in the Thirties. At that I me, scar- 
let fever was dreaded becau e cases 



Above: Lizzie and daughter Christina; top: Beth in Uttle Women’ contracted scarlet fever Andrew Hasson 


developed far away, in time and distance, 
from others. Thinking that one must come 
from another people would blame the con- 
tamination on a toy that had been played 
with fay another scarlet fever patient a year 
before. Now; it is understood that a child who 
develops scarlet fever probably picked up 
a germ from someone who just-had a sore 
throat, or was carrying the streptococcus 
without feeling its effect at all. 

Our household copy of Dr Spook, pub- 
lished in 1957, advised that scarlet fever 
could be treated with “one of the modern 
drugs that shorten the disease and greatly 
lessen the chances of complications". It still 
went on, however to list frightening-sound- 
ing complications such as rheumatic fever 
and urged parents to check with the local 
authority about quarantine regulations. 
When I asked my doctor about this, she shot 
me and the tattered health manual a with- 
ering look, and put the record straight. 

Before the advent of antibiotics, scarlet 
fever did pose a considerable risk to health, 
because of the danger of the bacteria 


spreading from the throat to other parts of 
the body. This can still result in ear infec- 
tions, sinusitis, necrotising fasciitis (the 
famous flesh-eating bug) septicaemia, 
meningitis, pneumonia and toxic shock 
syndrome. In the past, it also caused 
rheumatic fever and kidney infections. 
Nowadays scarlet fever can be diagnosed by 
a throat swab test, and treatment with an 
antibiotic, usually penitillm or erythromycin, 
usually leads to rapid recovery. 

• There may also be other reasons for scar- 
let fever having ceased to be a killer disease. 
People are obviously healthier and living in 
less crowded conditions, but Dr Weinberg 
believes tire bug itself may have become less 
virulent. “A bug that kills its host is badly 
designed. It in fact wants to live with its host 
So it is probable that the streptococcus that 
causes scarlet fever has adapted, so that the 
discomfort it causes is less severe.” 

| Our immune systems, too. are constantly 
sfrifting,which explains why some people 
may come into contact with the streptococci 
but suffer no ill-effects, whereas children. 


whose immune systems are not fully 
developed, are more prone to the disease. 

Although scarlet fever is no longer a MDei; 
it remains on the list of notifiable diseases, 
“more for historical reasons than for any- 
thing else", says Dr Weinberg. However, he 
and his colleagues do not wish to see it re- 
moved from the list because of the danger 
that the bug could become virulent again. 
“It is important to maintain surveillance of 
a disease that has the potential to be life- 
threatening, and monitor its level of occur- 
rence. At the moment the bacterium that 
causes scarlet fever is highly sensitive to 
penicillin, but it is possible that new strains 
could develop which are resistant” 

Both I and my daughter are now fully re- 
covered, and, having researched this piece. 
I am truly thankful for the availability of peni- 
cillin. No longer do I harbour daft roman- 
tic notions about 19th-century diseases, 
though I admit I got a lot more sympathy 
from friends and family than my husband, 
who was also pretty ill over Christmas - but 
he only had a nasty bout of flu! 


I TAKE hormone 
replacement therapy, which 
contains oestrogen and 
progesterone. The 
progesterone is present 
only during the second half 
of the month. I feel terrific 
when I am taking the 
oestrogen on its own, but 
dreadful when I start the 
progesterone. Why can’t I 
just take the oestrogen? 
Progesterone is added to 
HRT because it prevents the 
lining of the uterus from 
being overstimulated by 
oestrogen. When HRT was 
first introduced, women who 
took oestrogen on its own had 
an increased risk of cancer of 
the lining of the uterus. This 
cancer risk can be eliminated 
by taking progesterone for at 
least 10 days a month. You 
have several options. You 
could try a type of HRT that 
contains a different 
formulation of progesterone. 
Another possibility is to take 
tibolone, which is a unique 
form of HRT that does not 
contain progesterone. If all 
else fails, you may be able to 
take oestrogen on its own if 
you are prepared to hare 
regular i probably once a 
year) biopsies of the lining of 
the womb to check for cancer. 
This is not as bad as it 
sounds, but you would need to 
organise it with a 
gynaecologist 

I AM a 34-year-old man with 
seborrhoeie dermatitis: 
dandruff and flaky skin on 
my forehead and cheeks, 
especially in cold weather. I 
have tried Nizoral shampoo 
and Daktacort cream, 
neither of which has had 
any effect I am getting 
desperate and a brown 
paper bag seems the only 
option. Any suggestions? 

A yeast infection with 
Prtyrosparum ovale is one of 
the factors that causes 
seborrhoeic dermatitis. For 
your scalp, try Polytar AF. a 
shampoo that contains zinc 
pyrithione. For your face, you 
should try terbinafine 
(Lamisili cream, which 
sometimes works better than 
Daktacort You will need a 
doctor’s prescription for this. 

Please send questions to A 
Question of Health. ‘The 
Independent’. 1 Canada 
Square. Canary Wharf. 
London E14 5DL; jar 0171 -293 
2382: or e-mail to 
healths independent.ca.uk 
Dr Kavalier cannot respond 
personally to questions 
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The dental chair is a more comfortable place 

Fear of the dentist’s surgery is no longe- justified. Technology is transforming it from torture chamber to beauty parlour. By Roger Dobson 



FOR MOST of her life. Dawn Hutch- 
ings was too embarrassed about the 
state of her teeth to smile, faughor 
even talk without holding a protect- 
ire hand in front of her mouth. 

After years of anxiety and worry 
the 35 -vear-dd administrator dipped 
into her savings, spent £4,150 on a 
new smile, and now says that it has 

completely changed her life. 

“For rears I was miserable be- 
cause my teeth were disgusting, and 

I thought nothing could be dona Irs 
made me a different P®” 0 ?; 
friends and the people I work with 
can’t believe that it’s me,* she says. 

Treatments such as hers are pos- 
sible because of the techniques that 
have transformed dentistry m recent 
years. Not so long ago, dental surg- 
eries had about as much charm as 
a medieval torture chamber, only the 
“ bravest plucked up courage to sees 
' out a dentist as a last resort to have 
a painful tooth extracted or filled. 

But the Marathon Man era of 
dentistry has now all 
ical technology has trmstoed 
dentists from tooth-pullers 
tooth-savers, and mo^visitsto the 


in dental health care that created 
greater expectations, which in turn 
fuelled the search for new treat- 
ments and methods, from painless 
fillings to home whitening kits. 

The noisy drill is now being re- 
placed by air brushes and gels; 

teeth can be rebuilt in the mouth or 


whitened with lasers; Baywatch 
smiles can be created from a jagged 
line of yellow teeth. 

“People are much more aware of 
the rteeth now, and dentistry is vay 
dift rent to what it was; it’s much 
mo e preventive," says Dr Tony 
Newbury a Harley Street dentist 


“When I graduated in the early Six- 
ties we took teeth out and we had two 
filling materials - black for the back, 
white for the front. That was it. Now 
there is a whole heap of things we 
can do. When I started I would do 
five or more extractions a week; now 
I may do five in a whole year. 


“The art of dentistry has changed 
significantly. The whole thing is to 
be minimally invasive, whereas in 
the past we were maximally invas- 
ive. We were taught to put fillings in 
just in case the teeth got decayed. 

“We can do all sorts of things now. 
We can bond material to the surface 


of teeth, which means you don’t have 
to be drastic when you cut into 
teeth, and you don’t have to do the 
great undercuts that we had to do 
in the past to hold the material in 
place. We can change the colour of 
the teeth, straighten crooked teeth, 
fill the spaces between teeth, rebuild 


SOME OF THE LATEST ADVANCES IN DENTAL TECHNOLOGY 


A complete smile: The frill p^T 

works involves building 19 the • : T- 
front of the teeth with special 
resin and thickening the teeth by Jk 
about half a millim etre. Teeth 3Bj 
can also be lengthened, lined up ; 
and whitened, and gaps and . ,•/- j 

chips filled in. Cost around /-■£ 

£ 5,000 for the upper teeth r.. 

Air abrasion filling: A spray of 
an air-and-powder mix that cuts j 

out decay. Unlike a drill, it injed 

removes tittle of the good tooth down 
surrounding the decay. Ideal for deca] 
those with a dental phobia, it is also c 

silent, with no odour or heat, and hypo< 
in most cases there is no need agent 

for an injection. Cost £65-£l85 Cost 

Dental gel filling: Dissolves Bra© 

tooth decay with no drilling them 
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bn or pain. Hie gel breaks 
protein layers in the 
ed dentine of the tooth. It 
intains sodium 
alorite, an anti-bacteria 
to break up decay. 

£5-085 


Brace >: Brackets can be fitted to 
the m ide of the teeth, out of 


sight They can also be removed 
by the patient Cost: £350-£3,000 

Laser whitening: Teeth 
discolour for a variety of reasons 
including blood disorders, 
ageing, trauma and tobacco. In 
this therapy, a gel is painted on to 
the teeth, then exposed to a low- 
power laser. In three minutes 


yellow teeth can be lightened by 
three shades. The teeth will 
continue to whiten over the next 
48 hours. Cost £350 to £600 

Home whitening kits: A custom- 
designed mould has a whitening 
solution inside. Teeth will whiten 
up to three shades over eight 
weeks. Cost £350 


Resin veneer. Plaque-free teeth 
are coated with a veneer of 
composite resin, bonded directly 
On to the surface of the tooth to 
makes it thicker and whiter. 

Cost Around £450 a tooth 

Resin compound; For gaps and 
chips. It is hardened with 
halogen or plasma light. Cost 
Around £250 a gap 

Perio-terap: A device to test the 
temperature of pockets in the 
tissue around the gum. A raised 
temperature indicates possible 
problems. Cost Can be part of an 
initial consultation, cost £40-£6O 

Decay detector A laser system 
using infrared light to detect 
decay before it can be seen 


chips, and so on. It is the most ex- 
citing time in dentistry.” 

The treatment Dawn Hutchings 
had took three hours. Her problem 
was that she had dark yellow upper 
teeth, two twisted teeth, spaces be- 
tween the teeth, a receding upper 
jaw and a thin lip line. 

Her treatment involved having 
resin sculptures bonded lo the teeth, 
and changing their colour to a nat- 
ural-looking white. The teeth were 
lengthened and built into a better 
and fuller smile, and the resin has 
given more support to her upper lip. 

More developments are on the 
horizon, including a compound that 
coats the teeth and prevents bact- 
eria from sticking. One coat of this 
compound wfl] give protection for up 
to four months. 

There are also treatments for 
those who have a morbid fear of the 
dentist and the drilL 

According to Dr Peter Webb, 
author of Robinson's Family Ency- 
clopaedia of Homeopathic Reme- 
dies, there are natural potions 
suitable for those who faint or throw 
up at the sight and smell of a den- 
tal surgery. The secret for those 
whose symptoms are a weakening 
of the knees and short-term mem- 
ory loss at the prospect, is, he says, 
a tot of yellow jasmine, taken an hour 
before the appointment 
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Men who have a problem fathering children often feel that their manhood itself is udder threat. By Heather Welford 


Infertile 


• 


doesn’t 


mean 


impotent 


W omen who are 
unable to con- 
ceive often 
suffer from de- 
pression; men 
may react in a 
more complex way to the discovery 
that they have a fertility problem. 

Ken Gannon, a psychologist at St 
Barts and the Royal London Hos 
pita! in east London, has researched 
the emotional effects of infertility on 
men and women. He and his col- 
leagues found high levels of psych- 
ological distress in both sexes, in line 
with previous research, but, more 
important the type of distress dif- 
fered between the sexes. 

“We found that subfertile men 
were more likely to suffer from anx- 
iety whereas subfertile women were 
more likely to be depressed,” he 
says. “The levels of anxiety in men 
are really very high. About 50 per 
cent of them have clear clinical 
symptoms. 

’ This means, he says, that main 
stream fertility counselling which 
usually follows a bereavement 
model by acknowledging feelings of 
loss, may be less appropriate for 
men than for women. 

Men may feel less like grieving, 
and more threatened by their sub- 
fertility." he says. “There is a pow- 
erful feeling that their identity as 
men is under attack. They also 
know that society confuses potency, 
in tiie sense of the ability to have sex, 
with fertility." 

This makes it hard for men even 
to acknowledge their distress to 
themselves. Dr Sammy Lee, a 
reproductive physiologist at Lon- 
don's Fortman Clinic, says that men 
may react to this huge blow to their 
self-esteem by isolating themselves 
from other people and going into 
complete denial 
“Too many infertile men don’t 
realise that their greatest asset is 


their partner, who can give them so 
much support if they’ll onty let her 
Sometimes I get a call from a 
woman who seeks counselling on be- 
half of her man - he’ll be in the back- 
ground, chipping in, and Fm 
counselling him through hen Or he 
may even be watching the football 
on TV at the same time. 

fficky Wesson helps to run a sup- 
port group for infertile couples. “It’s 
daunting for men to come along to 
a group,” she says. “They fee! like 
outcasts -as if they can't talk to any 
' one. Even communication within the 
couple is difficult 1 ' 

It is not surprising that things are 
the way they are, though, says Dr 
Lee. Infertility treatment tends to 
focus on the female, whether or not 
it is she who has the physical prob- 
lem. “Men are absent in the clinic, 
except for the times when they’re 
being treated, or producing a 
sample. We reduce them to the role 
■ of sperm providers. 

“It’s typical of the way men’s 
feelings are sidelined throughout 
everything to do with pregnancy and 
bnih,” agrees Ken Gannon. “It’s the 
same after a miscarriage. Most of 
the concerns are directed to the 
woman, whereas the man may need 
support, too.” 

Yet male fertility is a factor in at 
least half of the one in six couples 
who have problems. Male subfertil- 
ity is increasing. Cases of disorders 
of the male reproductive tract have 
doubled in the last 30 to 50 years, and 
there has been an overall fell in 
sperm counts. 

Various environmental reasons 
have been put forward as a possible 
cause, including chemical pollution, 
and, in the case of individuals, sub- 
stance abuse. “Heavy cocaine use 
can be extremely damaging to the 
body’s ability to produce sperm,” 
says Dr Lee. And, more startlingly, 
he also speculates that there may be 
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A computer simulation of human sperm approaching an egg .during the fertilisation process 
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a physiological link between the 
way men feel about themselves in a 
changing world, and their hor- 
mones. “Men are in 01515 ," he says. 
“They see women in power; audio 
management positions whcwp tfrpm 
and they haven’t learnt to cope with 
it yet If we could investigate, I 
think we’d find an effect on their 
spam production - these ladies 
biteyour balls.” 

Some of the more dramatic ad-, 
vances in fertility treatment help 
men. especially men with a low 
sperm count Intracytoplasmic 
sperm injection OCSD. for example, 
injects a single sperm into the egg. 
There is now work being done on ex- 
tracting a sample of sperm from the 
testes, and then treating it to zap up 


its fertility. However, as Marsali 
Macdonald, k counsellor from Nur- 


througfasc 
a blessing, 
to know w 


ture (Nottingham University Re- 
search andi Treatment Unit in 
Reproduction), says, new break- 
throughs can be a curse as well as 
a blessing, “it can mean it’s difficult 
to know when to get off the treat- 
ment trea dmill. It’s like the lottery. 
If you try one more time, could this 
be the month you strike lucky?" 

The co6t of fertility treatment may 
also add to the stress. 75 per cent of 
couples pay for at Least some of their 
treatment The patchy availability of 
NHS service^ means that it is “treat- 
ment by postcode" for some . One 
man, delighted to be the father n* 
triplets after successful treatrai it 
at Nurture, tild the Derby Eue ing 


Telegraph that he reckoned their 
childr en had cost them, all fold, 

£50,000, including his wife's loss of 
earnings after having had to give up 
work to undergo treatment 

The Family Planning Associa- 
tion’s new booklet “Infertility Tes s 
and Treatment”, acknowledges tfa e 
effect that infertility has onrelafioi r 
ships, including sexual relation 
Speaking for men as well as women, 
it says, “it can be very easy to de- 
spair, or to gat so anxious about tew- 
ing a child, that, nothing else seerns 
to matter” 

That was the case with Paul 36, 
from London, a catering supplier 
Paul has azoospermia - he pro- 
duces no spam “When I got the dia- 
gnosis, after two sperm tests, l was 


realty very angry” he says. “Then 
the anger turned to profound feel- 
ings of failure. My wife Rosie and I 
followed up every posable lead I had 
hormone injections for months. 
Then I had a course of Chinese 
herbs. But nothing made any dif- 
ference. I felt that my whole world 
was being ruled by my infertility. life 
was becoming a treadmill of injec- 
tions. tests, clinic appointments. I 
wasn’t in controL" 

Paul found that counselling was 
usefidm helping him and his wife de- 
ride it was time to stop. “We wanted 
to take back control and return to 
what we had at the start of our mar- 
riage - our life as a couple. Now, we 
accept we won’t ever have children, 
but while we can't say we're happy 


about it, it doesn’t rule our lives any 
more. If people ask, ‘how many 
children do you have?’ I just say, 
toone, 1 can’t have any 1 . A few years 
ago, I might not have been able to 
say that without being emotionaL” 


Issue; 01922 722883; Child, the Nat- 
ional Infertility Support Network: 
01424 732361. Nurture: 0115 9709490. 
For the Family Planning Associa- 
tion booklet, which has a useful list 
of contacts pbis treatment inform- 
ation, send £L50 to FPA Publica- 
tions dept, PO Box 1078. East Oxford 
DO, Oxford OX4 5JE. ‘Alternative 
Fertility Treatments? by Nicky Wes- 
son (Vermilion, iSJSS), ‘Counseling 
in Male Infertility’ by Dr Sammy 
Lee (Blackwell Science, 1996) 


Operating for vanity can 
damage your health 


Doctors are finding there are health risks with a condition 
traditionally thought of as cosmetic. By Ed Walker 
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yVhen is having sex having 
sfex, and when is it politics? 


VARICOSE VEINS are not glam- 
orous. The phrase “surgical support 
stockings” may be almost impossible 
to say with a completely straight face 
but the affliction is far from fanny for 
sufferers, and not only because it can 
be so unsightly. 

Varicose reins may become in- 
fiamed or infected, resulting in ex- 
quisitely tender legs that need 
treatment with antibiotics and anti- 
inlfammatoiydrufp. Or the stagnant 
blood in them may clot, with the dot 
perhaps spreading to the bigger 
reins deep inside the leg. This con- 
dition can be life-threatening, 

Or veins may get damaged in a 
trivial injury that would normally just 
result in a small cut. but because 
there is a possibly centimetre-wide 
blood vessel just below the surface, 
it can bleed impressively and 
dangerously, unless someone takes 
the simple first-aid measures of 
elevating the fag and pressing firmly 
over the cut. 

When the condition is long-stand- 
ing. it is often a sign of a condition 
known as chronic venous insuffi- 
ciency. Because the pressure in 
veins is relatively low compared 
with that in arteries, and because the 
legs are such a long way from the 
heart when we walk upright rather 
than on all fours like other animals, 
getting blood back out of the legs 
once it has got there is a problem. 
(That same problem can cause sim- 
ilar dilated veins a bit higher up the 
body - haemorrhoids.^ 

The return of the blood relies on 
a system of one-way valves in the 
veins, and on the veins being 
squashed by activity in the muscles 
around them. If those valves stop 
working las they may do when the 
reins become dilated), blood pools 
in the legs, and the supply of fresh 
blood to the area is compromised. 
Varicose eczema and other changes 
in the skin may be lead to ulceration. 


which can take months to sort out 
and may even require skin grafts. 

Varicose veins are often blamed 
for other symptoms, too, and such 
symptoms, along with the presence 
of the veins, is usually enough for 
surgery to be offered to the patient 
Problems arc said to include “heav- 
iness or tension”, aching, cramps, 
itching and tingling. But a team from 
Edinburgh University reports in 
the British Medical Journal that 
such symptoms are in fact rarely (foe 
to varicose veins. 

The researchers studied 1,500 
people, and asked them about these 
feelings in their legs. The common- 
est complaints were “aching" in 
women (53.8 per cent) and “cramps” 
in men (34 percent). Overall women 
reported more problems than men, 
and all symptoms became more 
prevalent with age. Then the vol- 
unteers were examined by doctors 
to look for evidence of any varicose 
vans, and grade their severity. Of the 
entire group (adjusted forage) about 
35 per cent had varicose veins (in 
contrast to symptoms, the figure is 
slightly higher in men than in 
women). But there was precious 
little evidence to link the presence 
of the veins with the symptoms 
attributed to them. 

In the men, the only symptom that 
bore any relationship to varicose 
veins was itching. In women, heav- 
iness, aching and itching correlated 
significantly with the presence of 
varicose veins, although the paper's 
authors say that even this finding 
“may be of limited clinical value". 

They conclude that even in the 
presence of varicose veins, “most 
lower limb symptoms probabtyhare 
a non-venous cause”. They also say 
that many people with quite severe 
varicose veins have no symptoms at 
all Nor fa there any evidence to sug- 
gest that operating on varicose 
veins early (by which fa meant, be- 


fore the first skin changes of venous 
insufficiency appear) has any pre- 
ventive effect on the later develop- 
ment of leg ulcers. 

More then 50.000 varicose vein 
operations are carried out each 
year on the NHS. It is not major 
surgery, bat even so. each operation 
costs about £2,000 to cany out In the 
ever-cost-conscious health service, 
we need to be sure that this is being 
spent wisely. Given the at best ten- 
uous link between varicose vans and 
symptoms, the question arises 
whether operations are being per- 
formed unnecessarily. 

Most patients seek surgeiy for un- 
complicated varicose veins simply 
because they don't like the look of 
them, which is an entirely under- 
standable reaction. But since tins 
comes under the heading of “cos- 
metic" surgeiy, they may feel that 
they should also have other com- 
plaints. in order to persuade a sur- 
geon to operate. At present it seems 
that many surgeons are happy to 
accept this as a reason to do so. 

The researchers in Edinburgh 
advise that before considering 
surgery a trial of “support hosiery” 
shouM be used, to see whether tt has 
any effect on the patient's symptoms. 
Graded support stockings, property 
fitted and property worn, compress 
the (filled veins and force blood into 
the deeper veins inside the leg, 
which are more efficient at ge tting 
blood back up the body. 

But even if symptoms do im- 
prove, it seems that at present the 
only way of finding out whether 
surgery will indeed help in the long 
term is to "operate and see”. Al- 
though you’ll almost certainty rid 
yourself of the squiggly blue fines 
running down your calves, you may 
also be left with your tingling, 
swollen, itchy legs as before. Which 
will leave your doctors scratching 
their heads as to what to do next 


WHAT IS sex? I'm sorry. I'll try 
that again. What counts as 
“having sex"? This is not a 
Valentine’s quiz, though you 
may think the answer fa obvious 
or trivial Yet this seemingly 
simple question has triggered 
the saclring of the editor of one 
of the world's leading medical 
journals, and has convulsed the 
international medical 
establishment. 

The reason is that the 
question turns out to be not 
quite as simple as it seems. 
When US college students were 
given a list of activities, ranging 
from kissing to sexual 
intercourse, and asked to say 
which of them counted as 
“having sex", more than half 
answered that oral sex did not 

The study was fast-tracked to 
publication in the Journal cf the 
American Medical Association 
by its distinguished editor; 
George Lundberg, and 
appeared last month as 
members of the US senate 
began considering whether the 
sexual high jinks of the 
President, and his subsequent 
denials, should result in his 
impeachment 

Impeccable timing, you might 
have thought The majority 
American view of whether oral 
sex counts as having sex fa- 
surety relevant to the events 
now unfolding on Capitol HUL 
That however, is not how the 
luminaries of the American 
Medical Association saw it To 
them. Dr Lundberg's decision to 
time publication as he did was 
an unacceptable intrusion into 
the political process. Dr E 
Ratcliffe Anderson, executive 
vice-president of the AMA, said 
that he did not object to the 
contents of the paper; but to its 
accelerated publication. “I 
happen to believe that Dr 
Lundberg was focused on * 
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Check 


Jeremy 

Laurance 


sensationalism here, not ] 
science," he said. 

The sacking has provoked anf 
extraordinary reaction which 
cannot have been anticipated by 
the AMA. The story dominated] 
the broadcast media for most of 
the day on which it was f 
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announced, and at least 53 I 

metropolitan newspapers 
carried it on their front pages. 
Since then, acres of newsprint 
have been devoted to the 
sacking, almost all of it critical 
of the AMA, which has been 
depicted as hidebound and out 


of touch. As the New York Post 
put it “I haven't heard recently 
of any editor being fired for 
being relevant about what’s 
going on in the world." 

On this side of the Atlantic, 
the British Medical Journal 
had within 10 days received 67 
responses on its website to its 
comment on the sacking, 55 of 
which (82 per cent) were 
outraged by Lundberg’s 
dismissal. Half of these were 
editors themselves. One, Magne 
Nyienna, editor of the Journal 
of the Norwegian Medical 
Association, suggested 
establishing a George Lundberg 
Award for editorial integrity. 

There are several bizarre 
aspects of these events. The 

first is that the AMA fa itself 

deeply embroiled in national 
politics. In the last decade, as 
the St Louis Post-Dispatch 
observed, the AMA’s Political 
Action Committee has given 
more than $l4m (£8.8m) to 
political candidates, with about 
two-thirds going to Republicans. 
It has also criticised every 
health reform bill as "socialised 



medicine". The charge of 
hypocrisy is difficult to resist 
The second is the suggestion 
that doctors should keep out of 
politics. Yet as most doctors 
acknowledge, political rhangA 
over the last half-century h as 
brought greater improvements 
in health than medical advance 
- tackling poverty, improving 
housing and employment 
In terms of public health, 
tuning fa critical A warning 
about sex or smoking may fall 
on deaf ears on one occasion 
and capture the lime ligh t on 
another; often for reasons that 
are hard to predict in advance. 
It depends on Uniting with other 
events, riding on a tide of 
opinion, catdhing the Zeitgeist 
In this instance, the Clinton 
Unk. as well as being interesting 
in itself’ gave a reasonable 
chance that the message of the 
study would be widely 
disseminated. 

Nor fa the finding 
unimportant It carries a 
message that goes beyond the 
pariour games of the chattering 
classes. (Does sharing a 
bedroom with a member of the 
opposite sex count as adultery? 
Does sharing a bed?) For 
doctors and other health ■ 
professionals with an Interest in 


the issue of what young people 
understand as “having sex” 
“afters a gooddeaL It 
demonstrates that doser and 
more specific questioning may 
b e nece ssazytoeiidt details of 
activities that could, in the 
context of Aids and other 


Monica Lewinsky and BID Clinton - so was it sex? AP 


be dangerous: 

“^respondent to the 
oMj- Simon Chapman, editor 
of Tobacco Control - discovered 

commoner than we think 
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Chris Ev ans boasted that Radio 1 wouldn’t survive without him. He clearly hadn’t reckoned on Andy Parfitt. By Rhys Williams 

They’re playing our tune again 


R adio I’s centra! Lon- 
don office is a bit of 
a dump. The recep- 
tion is dingy, 
Cramped and packed 
with pluggers (the 
record industry’s equivalent of door- 
to-door salesmen); the walls are cov- 
ered in an unwelcoming shade of 
j grey. 

: ; , Not very rock’n’roll - and a good 

thing too. Etrst, because it means the 
corporation is dearly not wasting 
licence payers’ money on trips to 
Habitat. Second, and more import- 
gig 'f ; ant, Radio 1 itself is no longer very 
rock’n'roll. These days, it is more 
v. about indie or dance or rap or pop, 
particularly pop. If there is a charge 
' being levelled against the network 
and Andy Parfitt, its controller of ll 
months, it is that Radiolhas become 
a just little too pop. 

Since taking over from Matthew 
Bannister Parfitt has changed more 
than three-quarters of the schedule: 
John Peel has been restored to the 
10pm slot, Zo£ Rail h?«t taken sole 
charge of the breakfast show and put 
on ha If a million listeners, while the 
. network’s rising star Chris Mqyles 
has transferred from dawn to drive- 
time. Parfitt’s prints are all over the 
place, not least in his office where 
. the seemingly ubiquitous battle- 
ship grey has been replaced by sun- 
flower yellow. In the last three 
months of 1998 (the first full quar- 
ter of his new line-up), Radio l 
added 200,000 listeners and regis- 
tered its highest share of listening 
for two years. 

But there is a feeling among 
some that ratings success has come 
. . fat the expense of the cutting-edge 
| ■ sound that transformed tired old, sad 

old Fab FM into the vibrant, youth- 
ful driving force of Britpop. Specialist 
programmes across the evenings 
and weekends still play the latest in 
dance, indie and rap but, in the day- 
' time, when the big numbers tune in 
and radio outperforms television, 
you are just as likely to hear the 
more populist strains of Steps. 911 
or Billie as Pulp, Blur or Mercury 
Rev. An articulated lorry could 
scarcely make a more dramatic U- 
tum. 

“Most people in the music in- 
: dus try would acknowledge that it’s 
one of those cyclical things," coun- 
ters Parfitt “Steve Lamacq [Radio 
l’s indie guru] said the tide has gone 
out on Britpop and what replaced it 
for a while was pop music. Not just 
cheesy boy or girl bands, but also 
Natalie Imbruglia and Robbie 


Williams, both examples of really 
great songwriting qualify. 

“We’re not judgemental about 

W hat makes rahiahlt> 

nor are our listeners. Tb^y say they 
-are as happy to sfo g alo ng to “An- 
gels” as to listen to Pete Ibng 
stretching new European dance 
music. There’s a less tribal view, 
more acceptance of different 
Strands of music.” 

Until as recently as 1993, the 
idea of Radio l paying much atten- 
tion to either new music or a 15-to- 
24-year-o/d target audience was 
frankly about as bizarre as most of 
the stuff you hear on John Peel’s 
show. In fad. Peel recalls the old 
days at Radio 1 as a time when “you 
(fid have to keep your in ter est in 
music very much to yourself". 

This all changed in late 1993 with 


the 15-to-24-year-old age group 
served Radio l’s needs perfectly - 
it gives the station a point of differ- 
ence to compete with the exponen- 
tial growth in commercial radio and 
fulfil its public service obligations. 
“Radio l has to be central to young 
lives in the UK," Parfitt says. “That’s 
who I care about most. I'm not try- 
ing to sell them anything, to shove 
‘a sponsor's name down their throats 
or deliver them to advertisers. 

Parfitt is as evangelical about his 
audience’s needs as he is about the 
power of radio, a medium to which 
he has devoted his entire working 
life. He started out as a BBC trainee 
studio manager; ran a station in the 
Falklands fin* the British Forces 
Broadcasting Service, then became 
breakfast editor on the then Radio 
5. *Tm a radio devotee," he says. 



Ball (right) inherited Radchffe’s unsuccessful breakfast-time slot 
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the arrival of Bannister who, with 
Parfitt as his trusted assistant, ad- 
ministered the broadcasting equiv- 
alent of an enema. Dave Lee 'fravis, 
Simon Bates, Gary Davies and 
Bruno Brookes jumped or were jet- 
tisoned, si gnalling * stop- chang e in 
output that in turn precipitated the 
defection of about half its audience. 

Bannister later admitted that 
these changes were set in motion 
without necessarily having the dear- 
est idea of where the network would 
go. ft was Parfitt who crystallised the 
strategic thinking. He presented a 
template for the station called “Wire 
Free”, a youth-centred, new music- 
driven service that would wrap its 
programming around a young per- 
son’s every recreational and social 
need. Music would be the entry 
point, but ft also had to be abort cin- 
ema, dubbing, gig?*, advice an drugs 
and coping with exams, and finding 
ways to package news. 

Hie ideas hold today. Addressing 


“There isn’t a room in my house that 
hasn’t got one or even two radios. 
Radio gets under the radar and into 
people's lives in a beautifully subtle 
way. For our audience; if 9 the sound- 
track to their lives.” 

The arrival of Britpop in 1995 was 
like manna from heaven. It leant 
Radio 1 the credibility its revamp 
desperately needed, but in reality the 
relationship was symbiotic. It was 
Steve Lamacq’s and Jo Whiley’s ag- 
gressive champi oning of Oasis (the 
Evening Session was the first to play 
the 12-inch of “Columbia” months 
before the band had a hit), and Blur 
validated Britpop as a new move- 
ment and encouraged labels des- 
perate to get on the playlist to sign 
up guitar bands. 

There was more to Radio l than 
Britpop. of course. Danny Rampling 
joined Pete Tong to boost the net- 
work’s presence in dance music, 
while Tim Westwood did the same 
with rap. Then there was Chris 


Evans. He often describes himself 
as the saviour of Radio 1, when in 
fact the massive audience decline 
was arrested before his arrival 
True, he added 2-2 million listeners 
to the breakfast shov^ but his chief 
significance was as a mascot for the 
network’s transformation. “Chris 
shone a spotlight on a radio station 
that hart radically changed,” says 
Parfitt “When the fight was shone, 
it was found to be new, young and 
credible." 

But then Evans resigned amid 
acrimony and the whole enterprise 
threatened to unravel The presen- 
ter's other legacy was to turn the 
breakfast show into a tabloid side- 
show and ensure a disproportionate 
amount of media attention was 
focused on its two-hour segment 

When his successors Mark Rad- 
cliffe and Mark “Lard” Riley foiled 
to hold Evans’s audiences, tbe set- 
back was teles coped into a crisis for 
the whole network. Harsh, because 
Mark and Lard are hugely original 
DJs who were unfortunate to be 
placed in a slot wholly inappropriate 
for their style, but also because the 
rest of the network was unchanged. 

With breakfast show losses run- 
ning dose to 2 million listeners in 
sotrti months, Radio 1 th e n ffamhlpri 
on tbe unusual pairing of Kevin 
Greening and radio virgin ZofeBalL 
After an initial increase, audiences 
remained fiat, so Parfitt placed Ball 
in sole charge last September. The 
half-million listeners she hag added 
means that her show outguns Evans 
on Virgin Radio by two to one, which 
delights Parfitt. When Evans left, he 
promised his rival offering would 
“kill" Radio 1 . “He declared war on 
us," says Parfitt “He said he would 
smash us and be hasn't 

“The radio station today is so dif- 
ferent from his days here. When 
you’ve got one individual who's the 
focus of all the attention, teamwork 
can be difficult to achieve. There are 
no separate programme agendas 
any more; we’re united in what 
we’re trying to do.” 

One lesson Parfitt has learnt is 
the need for stability - he has just 
signed up Ball for a further three 
years. He also foresees no more im- 
mediate changes to the schedule. 
“When the nest of our listeners' 
lives are changing and becoming 
more difficult, they want to switch 
on and hear familiar voices. Suc- 
cessful schedules take years to es- 
tablish. Tbe longer they are on, the 
more embedded they become in 
people’s lives.” 



Not loitering by the Coke machine: under Andy Parfitt, Radio 1 is the real thing Mark Chilver s 



Will a high-tech backpack 
replace the hack’s mac? 


*** ITS REPORTING, Jim, but perhaps 
not quite as we know it and could dis- 
pel forever the traditional image of 
Ml a tired hack in a worn-out raincoat, 
fl carrying a scribbled -on notebook 
( i and asking for a phone. 

. . J The hack - sorry, mobile jour- 
nalist - of the future would wear a 
backpack linking them to the Glob- 
. ' al Positioning System, allowing an 
editor to ascertain their location to 
ivithin a few feet; a radio modem, for 
-<^lirect filing of stories ovesra wireless 
Jnk to the Internet; see-through 
^^''^oggles with liquid-crystal displays 
vhich would superimpose text and 
jther details on the scene as the 
vearer moves around; and to link 
ind control it all, a portable com- 
>uter, mostly worn as a bac kp ack , 
jut including a handheld computer 

ablet for writing and making 
lueries of the system back home. 

This vaguely frittering idea 
omes from Professor John Pavlik, 
nd his team at the Center for New 
fedSa at Columbia UmversifyinNew 
brkwhoaredevdopir^aprot^ype. 

■ It would give better access through 

ireless technologies to a wide spec- 
ie of information 
•met, but also to remotely located 
<perts and editors," says Professor 
avlik. 

At this point I have to irgect a note 

: caution. Journalists are already 
jhtly linked to remotely located ex- 
ats and effitors. They use that won- 
irful invention the mobile 


THE JOURNALIST OF THE FUTURE 


LCD goggles 

Giving enhanced vision with 
superimposed text and 
other relevant information 
to assist the reporter. 


Computer 

Tablet 

Linked with the 
computer in the 
backpack to (et 
the reporter write 
as well as access 
information as he 
needs it. 



Backpack 

The nerve centre of 
die workstation, 
creating a constant 
link with the Global 
Positioning System 
and providing quick 
and efficient 
communication with 
the editors. 

The backpack will 
also house a portable 
computer with a 
radiomodem 
allowing access to 
die internet and 
the ability to send 
download files 
instantly 


Computer 


Modem 


Battery Pack 
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houses if you can use their phone 
e tong gone. Electronic fffingis the 
>nn. Journalists can be sentmes- 
ges from their newsdesks by 
,gers. Satellite phones mean that 
len Richard Branson’s balloon 

akes a solo trip from a Moroccan. 

litary airbase (as happened a 
ar or’so ago), writers can use their 
SM phones to contact: their offices. 
Furthermore, news photogra- 
ers don’t even have to develop 
dr films: most of them have dig- 


ital cameras, with which they can 
squirt a stream of 0s and is over the 
mobile link, to be reassembled as a 
picture at the office. 

So what extra does Professor 
Ffevizk’s vision offer? He says the 
extra infor mati on available to re- 
porters would lead to greater accu- 
racy. Via the Internet? Maybe. 
Originally, I planned to start this 
piece by recalling a scene from an 
Eighties film starring HoBy Hunter 
as a TV producer; Jeff Bridges, I re- 
called, played a dim but handsome 
newsreader vying for her affections 
with a sharp but un-telegenic rival 
In one scene, as Bridges struggled 
to interview a foreign correspondent 
about an air attack, tee rival phones 
up Hunter witt hints of questions to 
ask; she feeds those to the news- 
reader’s earpiece, making him sud- 
denly took knowledgeable. 


I searched for theffim'sname on 
the Internet; Broadcast News, I 
eventually ffiscovered after five frus- 
trating minutes. 

Then I wondered: would it have 
been faster to use bid-fashioned 
journalistic techniques? So I asked 
my office neighbour “I'm not a film 
buff,” he said. “Ask David Lister [our 
Arts News Editor].” 

David Lister knew at once when 
I mentioned Ms Hunter’s name. 
“Broadcast News," he said. “Ex- 
cept it wasn't Jeff Bridges, it was 
TRUiam Hurt" 2n 30 seconds I had not 
only got the right answer -I had got 
all the right information, a bad over- 
looked Hurt’s name on tbe Web 
page.) Which goes to show that 
sometimes you can rely on technol- 
ogy too much at the expense of con- 
sulting real people. 

Charles Arthur 


The colour of prejudice 


LAST WEEK, for the second time in 
recent months, anti-racists pro- 
tested outside the offices of the 
Dtrify Mail against its xenophobic 
coverage of asylum-seekers in this 
country Tbe piece that provoked the 
most recent row was a long, vitriolic 
attack on Somalis in Ealing, where 
I live, written by a “top writer 7 ', Jo- 
Ann Goodwin. It was weD-crafted to 
create anger and panic. Facts that 
matter would have got in the way of 
this broader social purpose, so they 
were simply left out Goodwin says 
that 90 per cent of Somalis in Eal- 
ing are unemployed, but not that 
many of them are not allowed to 
work and others face awful dis- 
crimination. I know, because friends 
give them tee odd gardening or 
babysitting job. 

But this is what the Mail does, so 
why the angry surprise? I think it is 
because expectations of the paper 
have changed in tee past two years. 
Once upon a time you used to be able 
either to love or hate the Man, be- 
cause it was a truly dependable 
paper ft was guaranteed not to dis- 
appoint or confuse you ^taking un- 
expected positions. Unions were 
am, unmarried mottos a national 
scandaL Thatcher was a goddess we 
did not merit and tee only deserv- 
ing people in Britain were white 
home-owners. 

Blacks were to be feared and 
loathed, because they were mostly 
muggers and rapists. A handful of 
Asians were useful little millionaires, 
but most ran dirty comer shops, 
caged their sweet, anglicised little 
girls, and ripped off the welfare 
state. Most of all immigrants were 
vermin overrunning the country, 
claiming to be refugees, destroying 
our green and pleasant land. 

There were a few oddities that 
didn’t quite make sense in these 
terms. The Mail unlike some more 
liberal papers, not only has been 
open to black and Asian journalists 
for years now; but was tbe first to 
give a black journalist, Baz 
Bamigboye, a star job as their show- 



Despite its coverage of the 
Lawrence case, the Daily Mail 
has reverted to type on race 
By Yasmin Alibhai-Brown 


biz man. But this made no difference 
to the set values and coverage. 

Then came its incredible re- 
sponse to the Stephen Lawrence 
tolling and the five white boys who 

stood accused, but walked free with- 
out a trial Hie Mail named and 
shamed them, and black and Asian 
Britons were left reeling with grat- 
itude, and even guilt Some of us 
started buying the paper. Radicals 
such as tee fiery Mai* Wadsworth, 
and Stuart Weir, the widely re- 
spected writer on democracy, wrote 
to the paper with such praise that 
tee eyes hurt to read their words. 
The explanation for this was that 
Paul Dacre, the MaiTs editor-in- 
chief knew Neville Lawrence be- 
cause the latter had done a 
decorating job for him, and out of this 


personal contact was bom an aston- 
ishing, uniikeiy campaign. 

But one Sower does not mean 
springtime and it is time to ask 
whether this one good deed has car- 
ried too much importance. Maybe we 
anti-racists have been naive to think 
that this was anything more than an 
aberration, the deeper reasons for 
which can only be speculated on. It 
was sensational; it sold papers and 
added moral worthiness to a vast list 
of other qualities that give the Mail 
its unassailable reputation. It may 
even have given the paper licence 
to hound its traditional victims even 
more viciously. Without doubt, asy- 
lum seekers have long been among 
the top targets of the paper; and they 
can expect even less mercy today. 
Yesterday it was uo surprise to see 


UNSCRUPULOUS FIRMS CASH IN ON KCSCVANS' DESPERATION 


Illegal immigrants 
queue up for jobs on 
the black economy 
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a page lead exposing illegal immi- 
grants from the war in Kosovo 
“queuing up for jobs in the black 
economy". 

Journalist Paul Coleman carried 
out a survey ol tee national news- 
papers on the press coverage of asy- 
lum-seekers for the think-tank the 
Runnymede TVusl The Mail had the 
largest number of articles on the 
subject, three times as many as in 
The Sun and double those in other 
right-wing papers. Of course, none 
of the reports included information 
on violations of human rights in the 
countries where asylum-seekers 
came from, or explained that the 
Geneva Convention excludes people 
who are freeing natural disasters, 
such as earthquakes. None of those 
quoted were asylum-seekers. Re- 
cently pages were devoted to the 
crimes committed by asylum seek- 
ers and refugees in this country 
More cases might have emerged if 
they bad done a spread, say. on nurs- 
es who have broken the law. 

When 1 was researching my book, 
True Colours, on attitudes to mul- 
ti culturalism, ex-Mail journalists 
told me that the Immigration Ser- 
vices Union had a direct link with the 
paper and sought to exaggerate the 
“problem” of illegal immigration. 
Thus the anti-refugee obsession 
carries on. 

I came here in 1972, a dispos- 
sessed person from Uganda. The 
Mail told us at the time there was 
no space for us here. But 30,000 jobs 
have been created by Ugandan 
Asians in the Midlands since, and on 
tee 25th anniversary of our arrival 
the successes in the community 
were even praised by the paper. 

Perhaps we should send an ap- 
pealing Somali or Kosovan refugee 
to work for Dacre, if that is what it 
takes to change direction for the 
paper. But wouldn't it be better if this 
extraordinary editor decided to use 
his influence to create just a little 
more understanding of why reiugees 
leave their countries, and what most 
of them bring to our nation? 
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We all make mistakes. But if you’re skilful they need not cost you your job. By Paul McCann 

Crisis? What crisis? 


T wo men, two gaffes, two 
Saturday morning news- 
paper exclusives. But two 
stories with very different 
endings- in one story the 
England football manager expresses 
a view on reincarnation that has 
nothing to do with football. He is 
hounded from his job. Another man, 
the Chief Inspector of Schools, is 

quoted suggesting that a relationship 

between a teacher and a pupil can 
be "educative" at a time when the 
Government is specifically legis- 
lating to outlaw such relationships. 
He appears to be keeping his job. 

The lesson that the public rela- 
tions industry would have us learn 
from the Glenn Hoddle and Chris 
Woodhead stories is the power of 
crisis management. Invest in good 
PR advice, they claim, and well show 
you how to survive your gaffe. 

"Every situation is savable,” says 
the celebrity publicist Max Clifford. 
"Just look at Clinton. My strategy 
would have been to get Hoddle to 
admit that he wasn't good at Eng- 
lish - that's why he got into football 
After all. humility goes a long way 
in this country. 

“He could have come out and de- 
nied believing that the disabled de- 
serve their lot, saying that he was 
sony for ary distress caused At the 
same time, I would have had the dis- 
abled organisations he had worked 
with for years come forward and 
support him. You could have got to 
the point where Blair wouldn't have 
dared make the remarks that he did 
on the Richard and Judy show.” 
The Prime Minister said on nVs 
This Morning that if Hoddle's re- 
marks bad been correctly reported 
"it would be very hard for him to 
stay". It has been identified as the 
point at which die England man- 
ager’s position became untenable. 
Dave Hill, the long-time Labour 
spin doctor and veteran of many 
emergency rebuttals, agrees that 
Hoddle could have extricated him- 
sd£ “He had to know on Friday night 
it was going tobe ahuge story. Even 
on Saturday morning, it would have 
been possible for him to get on the 



Woodhead was quick to present his version of events, while Hoddle left a vacuum PAJ Reuters 


Today programme and start getting 
his message out He should then 
have done the independent radio 
news programmes and had the 
lunch-time news bulletins reporting 
what he really said, not what The 
Times was reporting that he said.” 

Hill, who now works for the PR 
company Good Relations, believes 
Hoddle should also have chosen 
better the vehicles for his rebuttal 
"He should have done hard news 
programmes, not a soft interview on 
Grandstand When a sport or an 
education story leads the news it is 
no longer just a specialist story. 

"He had to say he was misun- 
derstood This is what Chris Wood- 
head did He covered the Saturday 
news programmes with his version 
of a relationship with an ex-student 
andara ta ter pr etatkmofwfaathehad 
said at a teacher’s conference - so 
that’s what the papere were running 
on Sunday when he was apologising 
on TV Hoddle was dead in the water 


by Monday, which is why Blair could 
say what he did on This Morning.” 
"Hoddle had limited options,’' 
says Tbevor Morris, managing dir- 
ector of the Quentin BeH Organis- 
ation, a PR firm. "He had to clarify 
what he said and give journalists 
something to write. His lade of clarify 


Invest in good PR, 
they claim , and we’ll 
show you how to 
survive your gaffe ■ 


left a vacuum which journalists 
were able to fill themselves.” 

The other option for Hoddle was 
to deny his quote completely. This 
is an option suggested by another 
former Labour spin doctor now pty- 
inghis trade outside politics. Not sur- 


prisingly, he doesn’t wish to be 
named: "If desperate, he could have 
stud: to the fact that he didn't say 
it In the case of Roger Liddle and 
the Observer’s cash for access story. 
Downing Street made it an issue 
about journalistic integrity, de- 
manding a tape and getting the 
focus shifted to whether he. said 
something, not what he said." 

Max Clifford believes Hoddle 
should never have been allowed 
into the position where he could talk 
about reincarnation: “The biggest 
part of damag e limit ation is antici- 
pation. You know what someone's 
Opinions are on something and so 
you make sure that there is no way 
they ever talk about that subject De- 
spite cases like Tterry Venables and 
Graham Taylor the FA still doesn't 
seem to understand the importance 
of the manager’s media relations." 
Other PR experts agree that Hoddle 
had a much 'bigger firestorm to 
deal with than Woodhead. An Eng- 


land football manager is a much big- 
ger story than a chief inspector of 
schools - despite what that says 
about the news values of the media 
and the public. 

“Woodhead was helped fay the 
story tweaking on a Saturday for (be 
same reason that Hoddle was 
harmed by the story breaking oh a 
Saturday.” says EG1L “Saturday is a 
sports news day. There wasrft much 
space on the short Saturday news 
bulletins for Woodhead’s story.” 
Added to this is the essential fact that 
Hoddle started from a much weaker 
position: “You can't ignore the 
different circumstances of the two 
men,” says HflL 

“Hoddle was someone cut off 
from the real world. Woodhead 
understands politics and media and, 
crucially he didn’t have any baggage. 
His profile had been neutral for a few 
years and the Government sup- 
ports him. Hoddle bad fallen out with 
just about every sports journalist in 
the country.” 

And that, despite the claims ofFR 

men talking up th efr frflde. be 

the' greater difference in the two 
cases - Hoddle's job was much big- 
ger and his gaffe so much worse, and 
he had burnt his bridges with those 
who could have helped. the case 

of the two men Is stfil instructive, not 
onlyin the ways of the media audits 
management, but also in regard to 

the f^wngtng rf uhi^ nf pihlir figiirw; 

Celebrity is a commodity that 
helps to sell things, not least news- 
papers. This has always been the 
case -but the media is supposed to 
be about important people doing im- 
portant things. Increasingly, it 
seems, it is about anyone famous 

doin g any thing at fl l! 

Politics has understood this for 
some time and, with its rapid 
rebuttal unit, the Labour Party has 
so for been the best at dealing with 
"gaffe eruptions”.' 

It can be no coincidence therrfbre 
that Labour’s spin experts are mov- 
ing out of politics and into the rest 
of public life. There they wifi provide 
their services fin- those who want to 
do a Woodhead, not a Hoddle. 


The WORD On 

the Street 


FORMER TREASURY spin 
supremo, Charlie Whelan, is 
getting into his stride as a 
football pundit for The 
Observer. On Hoddle: “Football 
fens don’t give a monkey’s if a 
manage r or a player is 
religious, but we all get a little 
worried about born-ajpm 
Christians”. And on Fife’s 
proposals to make the World 
Cup every two years instead of 
the present every four “It 
would mean the World Cup 
coming around twice as often." 
Perceptive stuff- And be 
certainty knows how to drop a 
hint The Football Association's 
handling of the Hoddle affair , 
shows that “there is no bigger 
media job that needs doing 
than spin doctor to the new 
England manager” 

♦ 

A BIG thank you to all our 
friends at Virgin Radio for their 
kind gift of an expensive 
Folartec fleece. And very smart 
it is too - blue with red trim 
and a discreet Virgin Radio 
logo. The splendid garment 
arrived on Thursday morning, 
just in time for us to pull it on 
and head down to the latest 
Rqjar quarterly briefing, at 
which, we learnt, Virgin 
misplaced another 130,000 
listeners. The arrival of the 
fleece and the Rajar results 
were “not connected” claimed 
a Virgin Radio press officer Of 
course not 


ON THE face of it, Scotland’s 
already well-populated 
newspaper market needs a 
new title in the same way that 
Rangers require the services 
of a foreign striker 
Nevertheless, a wa r m 
reception overall for the 
Sunday Herald. “Very bright, 
very colourful,” says Magnus 
IinHa ter, former editor of The 
Scotsman. Ex-pats in London 
will have to take his word for it 
The paper suspects dark forces 
behind the decision not to let 



the paper on to the plane 
which brings rival titles 
Scotland on Sunday and 
Sunday Post to the capital. 
"Nonsense," says a circulation 
type at DC Thomson, which 
controls the flight “There 
simply isn’t room for it” In the 
hold or on the newsstand? 

— ♦ 

THE RON Davies affair has 
branded Clapham Common as 
a place of nefarious nocturnal 
goings-on. Worse stiR the other 
habitues of the ex-Welsh 
Secretary’s favoured pulling 
place have been disturbed in 
their doings by a film crew 
from C4 making a documentary 
for Cutting Edge. The 
programme is described as “an 
impressionistic portrait of the 
bleakly beautiful South London 
common ... a rare insight into 
the lives of cruisers, courting 
couples and drifters.” The 
production manager describes 
it as a "jolty jaunt around the 
common”. Which is very similar 
to what Mr Davies said. 


AT A recent Mirror editorial 
conference discussions centred 
on the newest batch of Delia 
Smith recipes. The first recipe 
due to be launched on a hungry 
public was for mashed potatoes. 
“Well that’s no good,” stated the 
deputy editor; weight-watching 
Tina Weaver; "everyone 
knows that no one eats potatoes 
anymore." 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


APPOINTMENTS: MEDIA, MARKETING & SALES 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 



team spirit 


innovation 

communication 

sense of achievement 
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We are the most important and most diversified automobile outfitters in the 
world (200.000 people, 171 plants, rj technical units in 36 different countries). 
Technological innovation is the basis of our vast range of solutions. The taste for 
initiative allows us to respond to all European demands in terms of systems and 
components. If these values are a motivation for you, if team spirit is also your strong point, 
let's face the future together. 

Hit* are looking for 

Product Marketing Managers 

Delphi Delco Electronics Systems 
European Headquarter Wiesbaden, Germany 

For the areas: Passive Safety Systems, Cockpit and Vehicle Architecture. 

Your job responsibilities will include: 

• Definition and execution of all elements of the marketing mix 

• Definition of new product opportunities 

• Analysis of target markets and competition 

• Close cooperation with our sales/engineering ce/uers across Europe and with our headquarters in USA 

• Representing Delphi Delco at European vehicle OEM's as well as exhibitions, conferences, etc. 

• Development and implementation of product strategies throughout Europe 

Candidates must possess a university degree in Engineering; additional business education/traimngs preferred. 
Hr also require 2 -5 years experience in the international automotive/automotive electronics industry. 

H V arc looking for globally-thinking and ambitious individuals who are fluent in English and at least in one 
additional language. Candidates must also be willing to travel and to work in multi-functional and mu lti -c ul tural 
teams. Computer skills with programs such as MS Word and Excel are essential 

Hr offer competitive salary and benefits, and access to international promotion and career opportunities within a 
global corporation. 

If you meet our criteria, please fax or m/ul your application including your salary requirement in English to the 
address below: 

Karin Peschl , Hitman Resources Manager, Delco Electronics Europe GmbH, Gustav-Nachtigal-Strafk 5, 
65189 Wiesbaden . Fax: +49-611-7877851, email: kpeschK&deleoelect. com 


Automotive Systems 
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London School or J ocrna ljsm I ^ ' ^vlxTED*^ 
Home study and tutorial diploma * 
courses: News, Freelance and Fiction 


Start today - ask for a free prospectus 


Q 0800 338216 Fax: 0171 706 3780 
1921 www.home-study.com 1593 


inpa&n tfAge. SerarLMa! 
Opportunities nationwide 
No experience requ i red 
FULL OR PART TIME 

ExceOeu rates of pns 
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SENIOR SALES & MARKETING PROFESSIONALS 
LLP Ud ■ 1 rapidly expanding all-media publisher and leading pnwUci of profenwoitai information to (be 
legal. sfaip prnfl ., ire u ra nee, banking, eocig and aunmoditia markets To lead nut further expanskm we arc 
looking lot ambitious and Uncus ed xalcs and marfeutiig prafcabonaJs to join our team. 

PRODUCT MANAGERS 

c. £23 plus bonus tvkl benefits London 

We are looking for exfuricnoof marketing profesworafa ready for (be new challenge ofa major ifitea mar- 
keting rote. Reporting directly to the Poblubrr. Ibe ftodncl Manager will be responsible (or ■n.-mmktn c 
[be eflearecue* ol Ibe department's direct marketing activity. Ai weD as creating a regular flow of infor- 
moiiua la pnupeai and existing emromers tbc Product Manager w31 work dnsdy with (be sales team to 
ensure that business oppommilic* an: exploited My. 

Fdnraifrt to degree level or equivalent, preferably witb a relevant marketing ifuaJiBcaoon. you wQI Deed 
to demonstrate at lean ihree/Toor yean eipcnenee in a direct marketing role. preCeraNy in a profession- 
al, busmess-to-bashjess or academic publishing cuvtromncm. You will need ibe ability' to ihinfc creatively 
and Jmwvatnely. be a confident and arti cu late mmraunicaior and eitjew working in a dynamic and often 
pressurised cnvirmnnenL You wQ] be charged with maximising prufluNr safes through marketing activity 
within an allocated budget so commercial awareness as well os Ibe ability to focus on dearly defined rev- 
enue targets a essential. 

MARKETING ASSISTANTS 

ilSkpfu bonus and bmtfitt London 

We are locking for bright, embutiasuc and confident marketing as&bunu in Join our buqr puMbbing amts. 
Reporting directly to the Product Manager you will be nspondNc for prodding marketing support oo a 
broad range of prim and electronic ntics. Worfeuag as pan or* small team, good organisational skills and an 
enihnsmuiv and creative approach are absolutely cneatiaL 

Educated lo degree level you will need to dcmansrraie a good sundaTOorcoaipuieilUcTacyandaiiigb sun 
dud of Engteh. Main duties win incl u de innovation list r esear ch, copy writing for p ro m otio nal G term tor 
and adverts, ousting in ibe ory m butiou of direct market campaigns and general administrative duties. 
Some previous experience in publishing or marketing would h* an advantage altbcngb am essential 
SALES EXECUTIVES 

frmprttmv Paci&gc London 

As a result of a continued p ro gram m e of expansion and growth m IWd. we are looking tar amhhxms sales 
executives to join our dynamic product sales team. 

Successful Candida lei wiD haws experience of selling at all levels. ufeaDy in a prolesnocuf o» houscMo- 
business publishing environment. Educated tn degree level you wiD be aHc to demonstrate exponents o( 
a rangs of tdfing techniques, excellent catnnusnJcatinn stalk, and considerable imstaWc. LLP offers a 
excellent salary and benefits package which Includes high levels of crvmnisaion. contributory pension 
scheme and private health insurance. 

If you arc interested in any of the above vacancies ptet** apply in writing, enclosing your current CV and 
vaiary details to: 

Mi Undiey Roberts. Chief Executive. Reference Puh&shing Dmskxt. LLP Lid, tft- V Paul Street, London 
EGA 4LP. Fax: 0171 553 l<JKL Closing Date 22ad February 199*. 
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AMBITIOUS PUBLISHING PROFESSIONALS 

LLP l e tha l is a np«Hy cqnndiag aU-tnrfd publcher ami leading provider of pmleasMul infnmaiiro u the l^L 
riapp>a& Btanaacc. h a nfcto g en erg y and axBB>j*fioc» aurkete tb lead our ftntiu isqansou. nc are (noting fax 
aattom and dysuic putUng pratemtooat ujum our team. 

LAW REPORTER - Lloyd's Law Reporting Services 

iwrywaar win*, plat hmrfin packer • Loodm 

LLP UailErf »J rapkSy expanding afl medm pibliAer tad keodiBg provider of prnfcsawiil iateaiitni in tin: le^d. 
thipphig. e nuu noc. ba kin g, cnag and oaatmodrtKs martem. To kad a « testber eqaiewu. nc are feoUag («' an 
experi nve d hv rquvr in xrtoajiai raff Uojdt Uv Rcpunsg tram 

Tbc idoal caudatoe v dl be a quaiillml tamap nhh an curBca Lrack rrcrnd U nrhing ceocnc and aornraic hcaxtnatej 

*hh ai las fair trort 1 experaatre cd oourbicing in or imnagnig j nefl mapeacd set cd bn reports An estelkiU iKtaerk 

nf conuco in the oarta kewreteD ■ it mewnlowatreajrm lu detaSwbeao&ac. p rortfrafaigandacwijcraicbt 
TUi t* aa esaba rv*c &» ■ taw reporting pnjfcvJoonL ready u> Like oo the rupanaalUi&if a am cSwrial 
refc, *uktng «sh the bbmaCad c< Lkntft La» Rcpana ml itypniny thrertk tn the W HiO»t 

COMMISSIONING EDITOR - LAW REPORTING 

reOttpblkMIaaadfxwfe Lrde* 

We are WAhm tn t bnghL anCvnoo* ixfciui. ready tor o»; nanc nalu amiaannmnf: and Ini nonagcsiea. RepuUa; 
dnealy lu ihc P ubfidwr uf Lloyd's Rcpcrw. waumtt mllNc todnvc the dcvehipiaannftCT punt and efeenoaic ten 

reporoW rereiecs nUte nurkmg with the kwr repo rag lem » renew the ace prcdoct range and help acme jiiam 
to the Iwnre dcrehipirem of the hidnesk EseeDei* prufea Banageoreai ^kOk iic a mos ft» this rut 
Edaatol U. JqprcfcreL >nu adl terw & b« decree ..v « kmt 2 ;eaa openoM In a fcpa] or pn* wmol pebtaw 
erntritoaciB. Yon w® he un entne and have raw l b ni wriBen ammuinkmioa OdEa dnewing cJ»c and neuter awta 
with onjnil aiulmrs and edmra. YItumH be teghh urpuraeiabU n work ro vow are imJ to Ughi dcadinut wnhina 
pre*«x»al eurtauanea. The (tee wiU <*teQy enoprise andntaksog dcculeJ rexureh rl il* legal nuiV. 1 , pfndudnc 
l u - mi 'M pauv and pmai propomb. dewlojxng cantem. dccafing Gam, roptancming m prodoa 
ossstingvolh mariu:tjiig tnicgy tnd praetke. 

EDITORIAL ASSISTANTS 

£llSkfbuK*aamd benefit, Landm 

“Bbirial aujreuns k'Join on low pobhiftms anu*. Rcpmtau; tfiiwit. to tfc 
PiMnlwr. veu mB he reqmsWe tor pnrnhq: edhrcul sinut nn a brnod Rn«r H pres ami dretrenk Into, thotmc 
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prevn» exprtremr U (ubSihing or nuikeung weukl be an adwBaSL alitoujth ms esscMinL 
rtnnriipburiwm^inretop^reuranirwrrtusr/wtovAnilifbr 
Mi Ltadiq Ruh er te . Chief EcmStvc-tt. An in, p mai^bin;. n»^ rt , n 
LLF Ltd. W-77 Pant Sirret. London l£ZA 4LQ 
Ctohxg dor fir epp lh - ^w n la Monk IVJ 


To advertise in this section please 
call Gavin Butterworth on 0171 
293 2456 or Russell Halliwell 
on 0171 293 2304. 


NEW OPPORTUNITIES 


We are seeking enthusiastic people who are 
available at least 15 hoars per week, have a 



stations, monitoring 
radio listening. Some evening/weekend work 
necessary. Full training given. Clear spoken 
English and an out-going personality 
required. 

Please apply to: Melissa 
do The rieid Office 
IPSOS-RSL 

Research Services House 
Elmgrove Road 
HARROW HA1 2QG 

or telephone on 0181 861 8544 
IPSOS-RSL is an equal opportunities company 



BRAND MANAGER 

A leading UK brewer requires an 
experienced Brand- Manager to be 
responsible for brand management, 
marketing and promotions. Hie successful 
applicant will hold a relevant degree and 
a minimum of two years' experience. 

Please send CV to Ref: SM004, Park 
Human Resources, 21 Lansdowne 
Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 5 EH by 
19th February 1999. 


WANTED 

RESEARCHER/JOURNALIST 
FOR FENS 

[Future Events News Service - Britain's notional diory news 
service is looking for □ bright young graduate to work 
on its newsdesk. This is o first-rate starling job in 

journalism. Successful applicants will be able to 
demonstrate a commiimerrt to journalism 
and hard work as well os being computer literate. 

[Send CVS to: Editor FENS, 8-10 Wtfeton Road, 

London SW1 7 7EE 

Wfebsfo? address; Jntpa?wvvwhubavnxam/ferts 


eagle eyes 
required 
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If you- wo busy a phone cafl wu do. 

Ch apterhouse 

2 Souther^ West, EXETER 0(1 1JG 
01392 4 S 9 WB 

_ Facsimile: 01392 488008 . 
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New Films 
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A BUG'S LIFE (U) 

Dlp wJtor John Lasseter 
^3^8: David Foley, Kevin Spacey 

ftrW nT J C r ° tten?M1Tn Court Road, 

r 0 ^!? 71 0deon Kensington, 

2?™ L«cest«- Square, od&rn Marble Areft, 

HIDEOUS KINKY (15) 

Director Gillies Mackinnon 
Starring: Kara Winslet. Said Taghmaoui 
Through toe teeming orange/ied/turquoise 
oactoirop of 1970s Morocco treads Kate Winslet’s 
mppie single-mum, her two daughters 
(BeQa Riza, Carrie Mullan) unwflBngJy in tow. 

Meantime* onrmlaeo hnnw.1 


Afro-American spin. Tteny MaeMtHa tfs bestseller 
has been cnj a ed into a kind of ° n g^ n g travel- 
agent commercial - a cokfly marketed “dudc- 
ffidfagograga run at cinemas before creeping up 
as your in-Sight entertainment, Title star Angela 


The Independent Recommends 


THE FrVE BEST FILMS THE FIVE BEST PLAYS THE FIVE BEST SHOWS 


uauipacaers, sun teachers, 

thieving natives and Said Taghmaoufs chUd-of- 
tbe-so3 love-interest weave hither and thither 
ac ross t he narrative. Regeneration director 
Martrirmo n mates a fair fist oft amhUig 
Freud’s novel to toe screen; stirring in lots of 
ethnic chic and a canny period soundtrack. 
Winslet does well with a cfaange-otpace role as 
the tale’s permanently strung-out, unsated 
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Wfest End: Clapham Picture House, Curzon 
Soho. Curzon Mmema, Odeon Swiss Co t tog e, 
Renoir, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker 
Street, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road. 
LocaL Kabum Tricycle Cinema, UCI Storey 
Quays Repertory: Phoenix Cinema 

HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK (15) 
Director Kevin Sullivan 
Starring: Angela Bassett, Whoopi Goldberg 
Stella got her groove back like this. She took 
off to Jamaica with her feisty buckfie (Whoopi 
Goldberg), sashayed around the beach in a dinging 
bikini, and got herself a Httip love action in toe 
form of a man Clfye Diggs) young en ough to 
be her son. So it goes: Shirley Valentine with an 


toe sBde-show <rf tourisfc£rochure visuals. 

West End- Ritzy Cinema, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West End. Local: Acton Park 
RoyalWBnerWaage,Ik^enhamVkm^ 
Edmonton LeeVa&ey UCI 22, F&ZhamCmeworid 
the Movies, Harrow Warner VSlage, Holloway 
Odeon, Peckham Premier, Staples Comer 
Virgin, Streatham Odeon, New Stratford 
Picture House, UCI Surrey Quays 

LIVING OUT LOUD 05) 

Director Richard LaGravenese 
Starring: Hofly Hunter, Danny DeVito 
See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End: Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village 
West End. Local: Edmonton Lee Valley UCI 12, 
Peckham Premier, Streatham ABC 

PECKER (18) 

Director. John Waters 

Starring: Edward Furlong, Christina Ricci, 

Ltlr Taylor 

Trash auteur Waters swerves into sunnier 
streets with Pecker, his flnffiTy satirical tale of an 

3maIPiTr'Ra I l i ii«<« P j^vTtf^rapIv»8- fF^iioT-rI Wirlnn g) 

adopted as a ffyoo-th&wall artiste by the New~Vhrk 
elite. More Hoirspmy than Pink Flamingos, 
Pecker goes tag on blue-coflar kitsch without ever 
making any real, stringent punt, and squanders 
Christina Ricci (as Fhriong’s hard-nosed giri- 
fiiend) into the bargain. Iheresult is entirely genial, 
but you miss the tdd risk; edge and bad-taste artistry 
Age, it seems, has mellowed John Waters. 
WestEnd- Clapham Picture House, Metro, Odeon 
Camden Timm, VcrgmHayrnarket 

Xan Brooks 


General release 
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BABE; PIG IN THE CITY (U) 

The follow-up to Babe tosses the hapless 
“sheep-pig" into toe midst of the city where he 
becomes the unlikely saviour of a bunch of 
assarted waife. WestEnd Plaza. LocaL- Acton Park 
Royal Warner VSlage, Bexleyheath Cmeioorid, 
r Croydon Warner VSlage, Dagenham Warner 
' VSlage, Edmonton Lee Valley UO 12, Warner 
VSlage North Finchley, Harrow Warner VSlage, 
Holloway Odeon, Peckham Premier, Richmond 
Odeon Studio. Sutton UCI 6, UCI Surrey Quays, 
Wimbledon Odeon 

BULWORTH (18) 

Disillusioned at the end of an election campaign, 
senator Jay Bulwortfa (Warren Beatty) turns 
suicidal loose cannon; hanging out in the 'hood 
and delivering his speeches in abrasive rap 
stylings. West End: Clapham Picture House, 
CxtrzonSrho, Odeon Kensmgton Ritzy Cme^ 
UQWhMeys,VtrgmOid^VugmHaymarket, 
Warner VSlage West End. Local: Catfbrd ABC, 

CroydonC!ocktower,(yoydanSajaTtEdmonton 
Lee Valley UCI 12, Warner Village Finchley 
Road, Peckham Premier, Wimbledon Odeon 
Repertory: Watermans Arts Centre 

ELIZABETH (15) 

Shekhar Kapur’s story of a woman str u g glin g 
to gain purchase in a male world largely neglects 
the opportunities for to in a stay of independe nc e 
triumphing over cruelty 
Wfest End- ABC Ptmto Street Clapham Picture 
House, Curzon Mmema, Odeon Mezzanine 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Will Smith’s £afl-guy DA teams up with Gene Har- 
man’s pensioned-off Pentagon wartiorse, probes 
a political cover-up and gets embroiled in all 
manner of Big Brotoer-tjpe trouble WestEnd: 
OdeonCcmidenTbwnfOdemKensmgto^Odeon 
MorbteArcfvWrgmirecaderaAndlocalcinenias 

FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS (18) 
Terry Gilliam’s adaptation tilts at Ralph 
Steadman cartooneiy for its tale of a drug-tolled 


into a carnival of narcotic lunacy, but the (me 
stand-out is Johnny Depp - who brings Hunter 
S Thompson to bald-headed, pigeon-toed life. 
WCst End: Cate Netting HSl Repertory: Prince 
Charles, The Lux Cinema 

HILARY AND JACKIE (15) 

PUIl-throtQe playing from Rachel Griffiths and 


the Du Pr6 sisters, Hilary (shy married flautist) 
and Jacqueline (world-famous cellist). West End- 
Barbican Screen, Chelsea Cinema, Clapham 
Picture House, Curzon Mayfair, Curzon Soho, 
Gate Notting Hill, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Screens the Hid Local: 
Greenwich Cinema, Richmond Odeon Studio 

LITTLE VOICE (15) 

Hofed up in her bedroom, timid North Country 
sparrow LV (Jane Horrocks) perfects strident 

Shirley Bassey/Judy Garland impersonations. 

Bracing black comedy, Horrocks’ vocal 
pyrotechnics, plus a marvellously weighted 
turn from Michael Caine push it through to toe 
final curtain. West End: ABC Tottenham Court 
Road, Gate Notting HtH, Odeon Camden Tbwri. 
uemsvnrrtrm. Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon 


, West End, Ritsy Cinema, UCI Whitleys, l*trgvi 

fWfcam Road And local cinemas 

the mask of zorro CPG) 

kTbis gaudy swashbuckler gallops full-speed 
v through 19th-century California in the company 
of Antonio Banderas’s authentically Hispanic 
do-goodec West End: Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon 
. • Swiss Cottage, Virgin Fulham Road, Warner 
ytfng* West End. And local cinemas 

MEET JOE BLACK (12) 

Martin Brest's underdeveloped refaaul of Death 
Takes a Hobday stars Brad Pitt as the aqmfine 
Grim Reaper; who get chaperoned around the 

^ every^ydSgbtoofFtoetEarthtyM^ 

Hopkins’ *** 


&frnantonLeeVhIleyUCI12,FdthamCi7iework} 

the Movies, Streatham ABC 


THE OPPOSITE OP SEX (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End* Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whstdeys, Virgin 
Fulham Road, Warner Village West End. 
Local F&tham dneworid the Movies, Warner 
Village Finchley Road, Richmond Odecm Studio, 
UCI Surrey Quays 

a (PI) (1 5) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End* ABC Ponton Street, Curzon Soho. 
Local Richmond Odeon Studio 

PRACTICAL MAGIC 02) 

Essentially a sibling soap-opera with a dnsh o { 
mmnbo-jumbo. Practical Magic sees Sandra 
Bullock and Nicole Kidman cast as two 
mismatched sisters raised from a Kne of witches 
and hesing any unlucky man who swings into tbeir 
(Hint With Dianne Wiest and Aidan Quinn. 
West End Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble 
Arch, Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West End And local cinemas 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (U) 

In planning Ms cartoon fife ofMoses, DreamWorks 
honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged it “painted 
by Claude Monet and photographed by David 
Lean". The end result ends up looking more like 
The Ten Commandments by way ol Joseph and 
his Tbchmcolor DreamcoaL West End Empire 
Leicester Square, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 
WhtteLeys,Virgm Trocadero. Andlocal cinemas 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Rush Hour marries Jackie Chan with an LA 
backdrop, a jobbing Hollywood director and a 
wise-cracking black comic in Chris Tucker’s 
huckstering LAPD man. It’s a hit-and-miss-affair 
WestEnd Odeon Marbto Arch, WrgtoTrocaden), 
Warner Village West End Local Acton Park 
Royal WsmerVOlage, Croydon Warner Village, 
Dagenham Warner Village, Edmonton Lee 
Valley UCI 12, Harrow Warner Village, 
Staples Corner Virgin, Streatham 
Odeon. UCI Surrey Quays, Wimbledon Odeon. 
Repertory: National Film Theatre 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End- ABC Tottenham Court Road, 
Barbican Screen, Clapham Picture House, 
EJmpire Leicester Square, Notting HiR Coronet, 
OdeonCcmu3enTbwn,OdeonKensington,Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy 
Cinema, Screen on Baker Street, Screen on 
the Green, UCI White&eys, Virgin Fulham Road, 
Virgin Trocadero. And local cinemas 

STEPMOM (12) 

This sugar-glazed, oven-ready affair casts an 
out-of-sorts Susan Sarandon as a middle-aged 

^nntrrarrh c^jmhhJTng rwn>r her offspring With the 
new model mom (Julia Roberts) that hubby Ed 
Harris has hooked up with. The first mom gets 
poorly and laughter turns to tears (or at least 
weary resignation)- West End Odeon Camden 
Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West End, Ud 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea. And local cinemas 

TWO GIRLS AND A GUY (18) 

.Tames ’Eohacfc’stanght drama probes aggressmefr 
at the psychological make-up of its three 
central characters Heather Graham andNatasba 
Gregson Warner are the duped girlfriends of 
Robert Downey Jr’s love-rat prima donna, and 
Two Girls and a Guy g ives th em plenty of 
room to move and breathe, turning the resulting 
yam Into a pungent acting showcase. West End 
Virgin Fulham Rood, Virgin HaymarkeL 
Local Warner Village Finchley Road 

VERY BAD THINGS (18) 

A bunch of sta&vreekenders accidentally IriD a Las 
\fegas whore, intentionally murder toe security 
guard who rumbles toe crime, and then start 
coming apart at toe seams on their arrival home. , 
Peter Berg's debut serves up swaggering 
gross-out comedy in a Loaded-magazine style. 
With Cameron Diaz and Christian Slater. 
West End Odom. Camden Town, Plaza, UC I 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero, 

Warner Village West End. And local cinemas 


Shakespeare hn Love (15) 

This enjoyable romp suggests how romance rued 
Shakespeare with the creative inspiration for 
Romeo and Inlet- Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth 
Paltrow head a multi-star cast. 

Living Out Loud (15) 

HoOy Hunier plays a Manhattan woman wbo, left 
by her husband, befriends the elevator operator in 
bw buSding. Writer Richard LaGravenese handles 
everything with affectionate restrain!. 

A Bug’s Life (U) 

t >»gg sophisticated and more chQd-friendly than 
Area, this animated feature spins another 
enjoyable yam about an am colony and its battle 
to survive. Kevin Spacey provides the voice of the 
chief grasshopper. 


The Opposite of Sex 

08) 

Christina Ricci ( rigfu ) plays 
16-year-old bitch-on-wheels 
Dedee, who causes havoc when 
she moves in with her half- 
brother (Martin Donovan). 


7C (15) 

Darren Aronofsky's debut, film cd in sooty black- 
and -while, tells the story of a genius mathematician. 
This stylish indie movie fearlessly combines Wall 
Street, Jewish mysticism and nightmarish headaches. 

ANTHONY QUINN 



The Street of Crocodiles 
(Queen’s Theatre) 

Triumphant revival of Theatre de Cbmplicile’s 
surreal and searing plunge into the imagination 
of Polish-Jewisb writer Bruno Schulz. To 20 Feb 

Oklahoma! (Lyceum Theatre) 

Widely regarded as tbe best ever, Trevor Nunn’s 
glorious production of the Rogers and Hammcrstdn 
classic folly deserves its West End transfer. To 2b Jim 

The Forest 

(Lyttelton. National Theatre) 

Frances de la Tour is deliriously amusing as the 
cradle-snatching widow in Ostrovsky's comedy 
about tyrants and thespians. In rep 

The Winter’s Tale (RSC. Stratford) 

An amazingly rich and complex performance 
from Amony Sber in Gregory Doran's Romanov- 
style production. In irp to 4 Mar 


Martin Guerre 

(West Yorkshire 
Playhouse. Leeds) 

It's third time lucky for this 
much-rewritten musical 
(ngfcr). In Conall Morrison’s 
starkly involving 
production, it finally* 
emerges as a tighter, more 
magnificent show. To 13 Feb 



Paul Taylor 


Portraits by Ingres (National Gallery) 
Some of the smartest, most intense portraiture erer. 
Women: ejcquiaie melanges of flesh and fabric, 
dreams of sex and money. Images of triumphant 
bourgeois luxury. 7b 25 Apr 

Patrick Caulfield (Hayward Caller}') 

The modern object -world made luminous . This 
survey of nearly 51) years’ work offers his full range 
- notably, those hold laconic outlines, blocked in 
with translucent colour. To Jl.-tpr 

Andreas Gursky (Serpentine Gallery) 

Photographs 1994-98: wide-vision. high-finish, 
micro-detailed vistas of our world - stix'k-e-vriumge 
floor, cityscape, airport, alpine valley - images lifted 
with more than the eye can see. To ? Mar 

Disasters of lifer 

(Wolverhampton 
Art Gallery) 

“1 saw this" - three 
ages of European war 
through the etchings of 
Jacques Cailot, Goya 
(rigfir) and Otto Dix. 

Visions from the blackest of times. To 20 Mar 

Peter Dolg & Udomsak Krisanamis 

(Fruitmarket Gallery. Edinburgh) 

Doig's sizzling landscapes alternate with 
Krisanamis' collages of eulturnl detritus. 7i> 2~ Mar 

Tom Lubbock 


Cinema 

WestEnd 

ABC FVINTON STREET 

(0870-9020404} O Piradflfy 
Grcus Bbabech 2.10pm, 5.10pm. 
8.10pm Lock, Stock A Two 
Smoking Barrels 1.10pm. 
3.35pm. 6.05pm, 8.30pm My 
Name Is Joe 1.20pm. 3.45pm, 
6.20pm, 8.40pm * (Pf) 1.25pm, 
3.30pm 6.10pm. 835pm 

ABC PTCCADfLiy 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm) O 
Pkxacfilly Circus Hamam: The 
Turkish Bath 1.25pm. 3.50pm. 
6.10pm, 835pm There's 

Something About Mary 1.05pm. 
3.30pm, 6.00pm. 835pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) « Leicester 
Square/Tottenham Court Road 
Class Trip 1.05pm. 330pm. 

6.10pm. 8.30pm Teas Chainsaw 
Massacre 1.35pm. 3.55pm, 

635pm, 8.55pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) e Leicester 
Square Buffalo 66 1.15pm, 

3.50pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm Un 
Homme et une Femme 2.15pm. 
435pm. 6.45pm. 835pm On 
Conn alt la Chanson 1.10pm. 
3.40pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm La Vie 
Revie des Anges 1 .25pm, 
3.45pm. 6.25pm, 8.45pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) B Tottenham 
Court Road A Bug’s Life 1.20pm, 
4.05pm, 6.45pm, 9.00pm Little 
Voi ce 130pm. 335pm. 7.05pm. 
9.40pm Shakespeare In Love 
1.1 0pm, 3.45pm, 6.30pm, 935pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) e Barbican 
hfilary and Jackie 6pm, 8.40pm 
Shakespeare hi Love 6pm. 
8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) O Sloane Square 
Hilary and Jackie 1.10pm, 
3.40pm, 6. 1 0pm. 8.40pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323 Butworth 9pm 
Hideous Kinky 230pm. 4.45pm. 
7pm. 9.10pm Hilary and Jackie 
1 .30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm Pecker 
1.30pm. 3.30pm. 5.30pm. 7.30pm. 
9.30pm Shakespeare in Love 
1 .45pm. 4.1 5pm. 6.45pm. 9.20pm 

CURZON MAYHUR 

(0171-369 1720) ■©■ Green Park 
Hilary and Jackie 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.40pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) «■ Hyde Park 

Comer/Knlghcsbrtdge Hideous 
Kfrricy 3pm. 5pm, 7pm. 9pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12noon-6pm) e 
Leicester Square Buiworth 
3.15pm. 7.15pm, 9.30pm 

Hideous Kinky 1.45pm. 4 pm. 
6.45pm, 9pm HBary and Jackie 
1pm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm, 9.15pm k 
(PS) 1.15pm, 5.30pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) «■ Leicester 

Square Meet Joe Black 12 noon, 
3.40pm, 730pm The Prince of 
Egypt 3.15pm, 6pm. 8.15pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12.15pm. 
3pm. 530pm. 8.45pm 

GATE NOTTING KILL 

(0171-727 4043) * Notting HiD 
Gate HBary and Jackie 4.20pm, 
830pm Little Voice 2.20pm. 
630pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) 0 Ptaatfilly 

Circus Dobermann 2pm. 4.15pm. 
6.30pm, 8.45pm Pecker 3pm. 
5pm, 7pm, 9pm 

NOTTING HBL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) O Notting Hill 

Gate Shakespeare in Lowe 
2.45pm, 5.45pm, 830pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 
(08705-050007) 0 Camden Town 
A Bug's Life 12noon. 230pm. 
435pm, 6.45pm. 9.05pm Little 
Ttotae 1130am. 2pm, 4.15pm. 
6.35pm, 8.45pm Pecker 1230pm. 
j 2.45pm, 4.45pm, 6.55pm. 9.10pm 
Shakespeare in Lone 12.10pm. 
230pm. 5.45pm, 8.35pm 

Scepmom 1230pm. 630pm Very 
Bad Thta^ 3.45pm, 9pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) O High Street 
Kensington A Bug’s Life 1 1.45am. 

I 2.15pm, 4.45pm, 7.15pm, 

| 9.45pm Butworth 1.15pm. 4pm. 
6.45pm, 9.30pm Hilary and 

Jackie 3.40pm. 630pm title 
Itolce 1.50pm. 4.25pm. 7pm. 
9.35pm Practical Magic 1pm, 
930pm Shakespeare bi Love 
: 12.10pm, 3.10pm, 6.10pm. 

9.10pm Stepmom 1235pm, 
335pm, 6.25pm 935pm 


ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 
(OS 705-050007) O Leicester 
Square A Bug’s Life 1.45pm. 
4.10pm, 6.30pm. 8.50pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) & Marble Arch A 
Bug’s Life 2.05pm. 4.25pm. 
6.45pm, 9.05pm Enemy or the 
State 12.20pm. 3.10pm. 6.05pm. 
9pm Practical Magic 1.15pm. 
635pm Shakespeare bi Love 
1235pm. 3.25pm. 6.15pm, 

9.15pm 7he Siege 3.35pm. 
835pm Stepmom 12.30pm. 
330pm. 6.10pm. 835pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(06705-050007) O Leicester Square 
g za be tl i 12.35pm. 3.05pm, 

5.35pm, 830pm Lock, Stock & 
Two Smoking Bands 135pm. 
3.55pm. 620pm. 8.45pm The 
Mask of Zorro 235pm, 5J25pm. 
8.15pm The Siege 1.15pm. 
3.40pm. 6.05pm, 830pm There’s 
Something About Mary 12.45pm. 
3.15pm. 5.45pm. 830pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(DB705-050007) «■ Swiss Cottage 
A Bug's Life 12.15pm. 235pm. 
4.35pm. 6.45pm. 9pm Hideous 
Kinky 1.15pm. 3.55pm. 6.15pm. 
8.45pm HBary and Jackie 
1230pm. 3pm. 5.35pm. 8.15pm 
Little Voice 1.45pm, 4pm. 
630pm. 8.50pm Shakespeare fat 
Love 1230pm. 3.05pm. 530pm. 
835pm Stepmom 12.10pm. 
2.45pm. 5.25pm. 8.10pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) ^ Usoesur 

Square Little Voice 1.55pm, 
4.10pm. 630pm. 835pm 

Stnmoni 12.10pm. 2.55pm. 

5.40pm. 8.30pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) ^ PIccadHIy 
Circus Everest 9.05pm 15 (IMAX) 
2.40pm, 4.45pm. 7pm T-Rbc 
B ack co the Cretaceous (3-D) 
1.35pm. 3.40pm. 5.45pm, 8pm. 
10.05pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) e Piccadilly Orois 
Babe: Pig bi the City 12.40pm 
Saving Private Ryan 3pm. 
7.30pm Sear hd c Insurrection 
1 30pm. 3.40pm. 6pm, 8.30pm 
The Truman Show 1pm. 3.15pm. 
6.1 5pm. 8.45pm \fcry Bad Things 
1 .30pm, 3.50pm. 63<^jm. 9pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) e Russell 

Square The Apple (Sib) 1pm, 
2.55pm. 4.50pm. 6.45pm. 

8.45pm Hideous Ktnky 2.20pm. 
430pm, 6.40pm. 8.55pm 

RfTZY aNBAA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/« Brixton 
The Rower of My Secret 2.10pm 
Hideous Kinky 2.45pm. 4.50pm. 
7.05pm. 9.15pm How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back 4.10pm. 
6.40pm. 9.10pm Utefe Voice 
3pm. 5.15pm. 7.25pm. 9.30pm 
The Onmsice of Sex 2.20pm, 
4.40pm, 7pm, 9.20pm (+ Short: 
Horseshoe) Sha k espeare in Love 
2pm. 435pm. 6.50pm. 935pm 

SCKWN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) O Baker Street 
HldecHis Kblky 2.35pm. 4.40pm. 
6.55pm. 9.10pm Shake^ieare in 
Love 3.1 0pm. 635pm. 9pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) -O Highbury & 
Islington Shakespeare In Love 
3.35pm. 6.20pm. 9pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) <9 Bdsize P&rk 
HBary and Jackie 3.10pm. 
6.40pm, 9.10pm 

UO WHITELEYS 

10870 60 34567) e Queensway A 
Bug’s Life 1.30pm. 2.10pm. 4pm. 
4.40pm. 6.30pm, 7-IOjxn, 

8.50pm Butworth 4.10pm. 9pm 
Hideous Ktnky 1.20pm. 3.40pm, 
630pm. 8.40pm Uttte Voice 
2pm. 6.40pm, 9.30pm The 

Opposite of Sex 1 .40pm, 4.20pm, 
7pm, 930pm The Parent Tfep 
235pm Shakespeare In Love 
12.35pm. 330pm. 6.10pm. 

9.10pm Stepmom 250pm. 

5.50pm. 8.30pm Vfery Bad Tilings 
5.05pm. 7.20pm, 9.40pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) ^ Soane Square 
Bug’s Life 12.30pm, 2.45pm. 
5pm. 7.15pm. 9.30pm Buiworth 
1pm, 330pn, 6pm, 9.15pm 
Stepmom 12.45pm, 330pm. 

6.15pm. 9pm Very Bad Things 
1 30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm 

VKGM FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 071 1) «■ South 

Kensington Hdeotas KWty 
12.10pm. 230pm. 4.40pm. 

6.50pm. 9.10pm Little Woke 

12.40pm, 3pm. 5.10pm. 730pm, 
9.40pm The Oppos&e of Sex 
1230pm, 2.50pm. 5pm. 7.10pm, 
930pm Practical Magic 1.40pm. 
4pm, 630pm, 930pm Shakes pea re 
ki Love 12.30pm, 330pm, 6pm, 
&50pm hvo GMs and A Guy 
130pm. 330pm, 5.30pm, 7.30pm. 
9.40pm 


VtRtHN HAYMARftET 

(0870-907 0712) O- ftaa c£9y Qrcus 
Butworth 1pm. 330pm Racker 

I. 15pm, 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm 
TImo GMs and a Guy 1.40pm, 4pm. 
630pm, 8.55pm 

VDKHN TROCADBIO 

(0870-907 071 6) e Pkxadffly Oros 
Enemy of die State 12noon, 
230pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm How 
SteSa Got Her Groove Back 
1230pm. 3.10pm. 6pm. 830pm 
living Out Loud lpm, 330pm. 
^jm. 830pm Practical Magic 
12noon. 2.15pm. 4.30pm. 630pm. 
9.15pm Shakespeare In Imre 
1 2 noon, 2.40pm. 5.30pm. 8.20pm 
Stfl Crazy 1230pm. 230pm. 

450pm. 7pm. 930pm Very Bad 
Things 12noon. 2.10pm. 430pm. 
6.40pm. 9- 10pm 

MIARNBt VRLAGE 1NBT END 

(0171-437 4343) » Lacester 
Square Buiworth 1pm. 330pm. 
630pm. 9pm How Stda Got Her 
Groove Back 12.50pm. 3.40pm. 
630pm. 9.10pm Living Out Loud 
12.40pm. 330pm, 6pn. 340pm 
The Mask of Zorro 1230pm. 
330pm, 630pm The Opposite of 
Sec 130pm. 350pm. 6.10pm. 
850pm A P e rf ect Murder 1.30jxn. 
4.10pm. 65<^)m Praakad Magic 
1230pm. 3.10pm. 5.50pm. 935pm 
(+ Short: Eight) Rush Hour 1.10pm. 
3.45pm. 930pm Very Bad Tiring 

II. 50am. 2.10pm. 4.30pm. 7pm. 
930pm What Dreams May Come 
6.1 5pm. 8.40pm. 

CINEMA 

REPERTORY 


ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) 9- Park Royal A 
Bug's life 12.10pm. 2pm. 2.30pm. 
430pm. 4.50pm, 6.30pm, 7.10pm. 
8.40pm. 9.35pm Enemy of the 
State 1.30pm. 1.10pm. 7pm. 
9.50pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 12 noon. 3pm. 6pm. 
8.55pm little Voice 4.30pm, 
9.10pm The Parent Trap 2.20pm, 
5.05pm Practical Magic 2.10pm. 
6.50pm Shak e speare In Love 1pm. 
3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9.20pm The 
Siege 7.40pm. 1 0.10pm Stepmom 
12.30pm. 3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm 
Very Bad Things 2.30pm. 4.50pm. 
7.30pm. 10pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) e High 
Barnet A Bug's Life 2.20pm. 
4.50pm. 7pm, 9.05pm Little Voice 
J.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.45pm. 8.45pm 
Practical Magic 1pm. 6.15pm 
Shakespeare bi Love 12.45pm. 
335pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm Stepmom 
1 pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm Very 
Bad Things 3.30pm. 9pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 9020412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction A Bug’s Life 2. 10pm, 
4.20pm 6.30pm. 8.40pm Little 
Voice 1.40pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm 
Shakespeare in Love 2pm. 5.40pm, 
8.30pm Snake Eyes 1 1am. 
4 pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

ONEWORLD (0181-303 1550) BR: 
Bexleyheath A Bug's Life 1 2 noon. 
1 pm. 2pm. 3pm. 4pm. 5pm. 6pm. 
7pm. 8pm, 9pm Enony of the State 
1.30pm. 4.10pm. 7.10pm, 9.40pm 
Jhoole Bede Kauwa Kaate 4pm Lit- 
tle Voice I2.10pm. 2.30pm, 5pm, 
7.1 5pm. 9. 3ppm The Mask of Zor- 
ro lpm. 6.30pm Meet Joe Black 
1 2.45pm, 4. 1 5pm. 7.45pm Practi- 
cal Magic 12.35pm, 2.50pm, 
5.10pm. 7.30pm. 9.50pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1pm. 3.45pm. 
6.30pm. 9.20pm The Siege 10pm 
Stepmom 1 ,20pm, 4pm, 6.45pm, 
9.35pm Very Bad Things 4pm. 
9.50pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR 
Bromley North/Bromley South A 
Bug's Life 12noon. 2.1Spm, 
4.30pm, 6.45pm, 9pm Little Voice 
2.25pm, 4.40pm. 6.50pm, 9.05pm 
Shakespeare bi Love 12.25pm, 
3.05pm. 550pm. 8.35pm Stepmom 
12.15pm, 3pm. 5.45pm. 
835pm 

CAIFORD 

ABC (0181-6983306) BR: Catted 
A Bug’s Life 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm Buiworth 2.15pm, 
5.45pm, 8.30pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: West/East Croydon Buiworth 
4.15pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm Saving 
Private Ryan 1.15pm 

FAIRFIELD HALLS (0181-688 
9291) Bft East Croydon Danchg At 
Lughnasa 7.45pm 

SAFARI (01 81-688 3422) BR: west 
Croydon. A Bug’s Life 5.40pm, 8pm 
Buiworth 5.30pm. 8.30pm Hum 
Aaplce Dfl Mdb Rehte Ham S.1 5pm 
Hu Til Til 5.15pm. 8.15pm 


WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090 ) BR: East Croydon A Bug’s 
Life 2.30pm. 3.40pm, 4.50pm. 
6.10pm. 7.10pm, 8.30p<n. 9.30pm 
Enemy of the State 3.50pm. 
6.40pm. 9.40pm Little Voice 
1 -50pm. 4.30pm. 6.50pm. 9.1 5pm 
Practical Magic 2.50pm. 5.50pm, 
8.40pm Shakespeare In Love 
3.10pm. 6pm, 8.50pm Stepmom 
3.30pm. 6.20pm, 9.05pm Very 
Bad Things 2.40pm. 5pm. 7.20pm. 
9.50pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) ©■ Dagenham Heathway A 
Bug’s Life 1.45pm. 3pm. 4pm. 
5.10pm, 6.30pm, 7.30pm, 

9.40pm Enemy of the State 
3.30pm. 6.15pm, 9.10pm How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back 
1.30pm. 4.10pm, 6.45pm. 9.30pm 
Little Voice 2pm. 4.30pm. 7.1 5pm. 
9.20pm Practical Magic 1.50pm. 
4.1 5pm. 6.40pm. 9pm Shakespeare 
in Love 330pm, 6.10pm. 8.50pm 
Stepmom 3pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm 
Very Bad Things 2.30pm, 5pm. 
7.30pm. 9.50pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
9070719) BR^OEaQng Broadway A 
Bug’s life 1 .50pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 
8.45pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.40pm. 5.40pm. 8.40pm Stepmom 
2.30pm. 5.30pm. 8.30pm 

EDQMARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) ^ 
Edgware Aa Ab Lauc Chalen phone 
for times Bade DJhntala phone for 
times A Bug’s Life 1.15pm, 
3.30pm. 5.45pm, 7.35pm Kuril 
Kuril Kora Hai phone for times Very 
Bad Things 5.20pm. 8.20pm Za- 
khm phone for times . 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCI 12 (0990- 
888990) O- Tottenham HaleAA AB 
Lauc Chalafn 8.1 ^pm A Bug’s life 
2.10pm. 3.40pm. 4.30pm. 6pm, 
6.50pm. 8-20pm. 9pm Buiworth 
6.30pm Enemy of the State 
4.10pm. 7pm. 9.50pm How Stel- 
la Got Her Groove Back 1.55pm. 
6.40pm. 9.30pm Little Voice 
2.45pm. 5 pm. 7.15pm, 9.20pm 
Living Out Loud 4.45pm. 7.30pm. 

1 0pm Meet Joe Black 4.20pm. 8pm 
The Parent Trap 2.30pm Practical 
Magic 3.05pm. 5.45pm. 8.50pm 
Shakespeare in Love 3.20pm. 
6.20pm, 9. 10pm The Siege 5.30pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 4pm Step- 
mom 4.15pm. 7pm, 9.40pm Very 
Bad Things 10pm 

ELEPHANT ft CASTLE 

CORONET (0171-703 4968) «■ 
Elephant 6 Casde A Bug’s Life 4pm. 
6.30pm. 8.40pm Enwny of the 
State 3pm, 5.45pm. 8.20pm Prac- 
tical Magic 3.45pm. 6pm, 8.30pm 

JFELTHAM 

ONEWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555) BR: Feltham AA AB Unit 
Chalafai 1 1 .45am, 3.30pm, 7.15pm 
A Bug’s Life 11am. 12noon, 1pm. 
2pm, 3pm. 4pm. 5pm. 6pm. 7pm. 
9pm Enemy of tbe State 1 l.20om. 
1.50pm. 4.30pm, 7.10pm. 9.45pm 
How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
1.30pm. 4.20pm. 7pm, 9.45pm 
Hum Aapke Hain Koun_! 1 1 . 1 5am. 
2.45pm, 6.20pm. 8.05pm. 9.45pm 
Kuril Kerch Hoea Hal 11.15am. 
2.45pm, 6. 1 5pm Little Vblce 
12.15pm. 2.30pm. 4.50pm, 

7.05pm. 9.15pm Meet Joe Black 
1,05pm, 4.30pm. 8pm The Oppo- 
site of Sex 11.55am. 2.15pm. 
4.25pm, 6.40pm. 9.05pm Practical 
Magic 1 1 .40am, 2.10pm, 4.35pm. 
6.55pm, 9.25pm Shakespeare In 
Love lpm, 3.45pm. 6.45pm. 
9.30pm The Siege 9.50pm Step- 
mom 11.15am, 1,45pm, 4.30pm. 
7.1 Opm. 9.40pm Very Bad Things 
7.50pm, 10pm Zakhm 11.45am, 
2.30pm, 5.15pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) O East Flnchley/Flnchley 
Central A Bug’s Ufe 2pm. 3pm. 
4.30pm. 5.30pm. 7pm. 7.50pm. 
9.30pm, 1 Opm Emmy of the State 
2.30pm. 5.40pm, 8.50pm Little 
Voice 2.20pm, 4.50pm. 7.15pm. 
9.40pm Practical Magic 1.30pm. 
4.10pm, 6.50pm, 9.50pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.50pm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm, 9pm Stepmom 1.20pm. 
4pm. 6.40pm, 9.20pm Very Bad 
Things 1.10pm. 3.50pm. 6.20pm. 
8.40pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 

WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
31 1 0) ^Finchley Road A Bug’s Life 
3.40pm, 6pm. 8.15pm, 10.30pm 
Buiworth 5.05pm. 9.50pm Enony 
of the State 4.10pm. 9.40pm 
Uttie Voice 1 .50pm. 7pm The Op- 
posite of Sex 2.10pm, 4.40pm, 
7.10pm. 9.30pm Practical Magic 
2pm. 4.50pm. 7.20pm. 10pm 
Shakespeare m Love 12.40pm, 
32(^11. 6.1 5pm. 9.10pm Stepmom 
12.30pm. 3.10pm, 5.50pm. 8.40pm 
Two Girls And A Guy 12.50pm, 
2.50pm. 7.30pm very Bad Things 
1 .30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm 


GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0I&I-45S 1 7241 « Griders 
Green Shakespeare In Love 
2.45pm, 5.35pm. 8 20pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0131-293 0101) BR 
Greenwich A Bug’s Life 4.30pm. 
6.40pm, 8.50pm Hilary And Jack- 
ie 4,55pm Little Voice 7.1 Opm. 
9. 1 0pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) O- Belsize 
Park A Bug's Life 1 ,40pm. 4pm. 
6.20pm, 8.40pm Utile Voice 2pm. 
4.15pm. 6.30pm, 8.45pm Shake- 
speare In Love 2.35pm. 5 15pm. 
8.15pm 

HAMMERSMITH 

VIRGIN (0870-9070718) ORaven- 
scourr Park/Hammersmith A Bug’s 
UFe 1.30pm. 6.20pm. 6.20pm. 
8.30pm Little Voice 1.20pm. 
3.40pm. 6pm. 8.20pm The Prince 
of Egypt 1 .30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12.50pm, 3.40pm, 6.20pm. 
9.10pm Stepmom 12.40pm 
3.20pm. 6pm. 8.40pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (0181-426 0303) 
O Harrow-on-the-Hill/Harrow fir 
Weatdstone Doli Sa|ake Rakhna 
8.45pm Fire 7pm. 9pm Hu Hi TU 
1 .30pm 5pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) O Harrow on the Hill A Bug’s 
Ufe 11.10am. 1.15pm. 1.40pm. 
3.35pm, 4.10pm, 6pm, 6.40pm. 
8.30pm, 9.10pm Enemy of the 
State 12.T5pm. 3.05pm. 6.05pm, 
8.50pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 12.20pm, 3pm, 
5.50pm. 8.40pm Utile Voice 
1 2.35pm, 2.45pm. 5.05pm, 

7.25pm, 9.40pm Practical Magic 
1 .30pm, 4. 1 0pm, 6.50pm. 9.20pm 
Shakespeare in love 1.10pm, 4pm. 
6.50pm. 9.30pm Stepmom 

12noon, 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8.20pm 
Very Bad Things 1 ,30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm, 9pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705 050007) O Hol- 
loway Road/Archway A Bug’s Ufe 
12.05pm. 1.05pm. 2.20pm, 

3.25pm, 4.35pm, 5.45pm, 6.50pm. 
8.05pm, 9.05pm Enemy or the 
State 1.35pm 4.05pm. 6.30pm. 
8.50pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 12pm. 3.05pm, 
5.50pm. 8.35pm Uttle Voice 
1.35pm, 4pm. 6.25pm. 8.50pm 
Practical Magic 2.20pm. 6.50pm 
Shakespeare in Love 1 2 20pm, 
3.05pm. 5.50pm. 8.35pm Stepmom 
12.20pm, 3.05pm, 5.50pm. 8 35pm 
Very Bad Things 4.30pm. 9pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050007) O Gants 
Hill A Bug's Ufe 2pm, 4.20pm, 
6.40pm, 8.50pm Little Voice 
1.30pm. 3.50pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm 
Practical Magic 1.55pm. 4.15pm. 
6.35pm Shakespeare In Love 
2.50pm 5.30pm, 8.10pm Stepmom 
2.50pm, 5.30pm, 8.10pm Very 
Bad Things 8.45pm 

K1L8URN 

THE TRICYCLE CINEMA (OI71- 
328 1000) O KUburn Hideous 
Kinky 6.30pm. 6.45pm 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston A Bug's Ufe 1 ,20pm. 
3.40pm, 6.05pm. 8.30pm Uttle 
Voice 1.30pm, 3.50pm. 6.15pm, 
8.40pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.10pm. 5.25pm, 8.10pm 

MUSWELL HILL 

ODEON (08705 050007) O High- 
gate A Bug's Ufe 2.30pm. 4.50pm, 
7pm. 9.05pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.55pm. 3.30pm. 6pm, 8.30pm 
St e pmom lpm, 3.35pm. 6.05pm, 
8.35pm 

PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-255 3006) BR: 
Peckham Rye A Bug’s Ufe 2.20pm, 
4.40pm. 7pm. 9.10pm Enemy of 
the State 6.30pm. 9.05pm How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back 
3.40pm, 6.20pm, 9pm Uttle Voice 
4.35pm Living Out Loud 4.50pm, 
7.05pm. 9.20pm The Mask or Zor- 
ro 4.30pm The ftrene Dap 2- 1 0pm 
Practical Magic 2.15pm, 7.15pm 
The Prince of Egypt 2.45pm 
Shakespeare in Love 3.35pm, 
6.15pm. 8.55pm the Siege 9. 15pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Purtey A 
Bug's Ufe 6pm. 8.40pm little Voice 
6.10pm. 8.30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.10pm. 5.10pm, 8.10pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401 ) BR: Putney/e 
Putney Bridge Uttie Moke 1 .15pm. 
3.45pm, 6.15pm, 8.35pm Shake- 
speare In Love 2.15pm, 5.15pm. 
8.15pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/O 
Richmond A Bug’s Ufe 12.10pm, 
2.30pm, 4.50pm. 7.10pm. 9_30pm 
Uttle Voice 2pm, 4.20pm, 6.50pm. 
9.20pm Shakespeare in Love 
1 2.30pm. 3.20pm. 6.30pm, 9.10pm 
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ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/O Richmond Hilary And Jack- 
ie 12.30pm. 3.20pm. 6.10pm. 9pm 
The Opposite of Sex 2.20pm. 
7.10pm x (PI) 4.30pm, 9.40pm 
Practical Magic 2pm. 7pm Step- 
morn 2.10pm, 6pm. 6.50pm Very 
Bad Things 4.40pm. 9.30pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
A Bug’s Uft 1.40pm. 4pm. <L20pm. 
8.40pm Practical Magic 2.30pm. 
5.55pm. 8.25pm Very Bad Things 
2.25pm, 5.50pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 

050007) BR Romford A Bug's UR 
12nooru 120pm. 2.20pm. 3.45pm. 
4,45pm. 6pm. 7pm. 8.T5pm, 9pm 
Enemy of the State 12.45pm. 
6.10pm Uttie Voice 1 .30pm. 
4.15pm. 6.40pm. 8.50pm Living 
Out Load 2pm. 4.15pm, 6.30pm. 
3.50pm Practical Magic 1.15pm. 
4ptn. 620pm.8 40pm Shakespeare 
hi Love 12.20pm. 2.50pm. 5.30pm, 
8.10pm Scepmom 12.10pm, 3pm, 
5.45pm. 8.20pm Very Bad Things 
3 45pm. 8 55pm 

S1DCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: Sidcup A 
Bug’s Lift 6.15pm. 8.45pm Shake- 
speare in Love 5.15pm. 8.15pm 

STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-9070717) BR: Crfck- 
lewood A Bug's Lift 1 pm. 2.20pm. 
3.30pm. 4.40pm. 6pm. 7pm. 
8.30pm Enemy Of The State 
9.10pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 3pm. 6pm. 8.45pm 
The Parent Trap 1 2.1 5pm Practi- 
cal Magic 1.30pm. 4.15pm, 
6.45pmShakespeare in Love 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.50pm Scepmom 
1pm. 3.45pm. 6.30pin. 9.15pm 
Very Bad Things 9.15pm 

STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
5[reatham Hill Living Out Loud 
2.10pm. 4.25pm. 6.40pm, 8.55pm 
Meet Joe Black 7.15pm Shake- 
speare in Love 2.25pm. 5.35pm, 
8.25pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
2.15pm. 4.50pm 

ODEON (08705 050007) O Brix- 
lon/Clapham Common A Bug's Life 
12.10pm. 2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7pm, 
9pm Enemy of the State 1 2. 1 0pm. 
2.55pm, 5.40pm. 8.25pm How 
5celfa Got Her Groove Back 
12.20pm, 3pm. 5.40pm. 8.20pm 
Little Voice 1 ,20pm. 3.40pm, 6pm 
Scepmom 12.20pm. 3pm. 5.40pm. 
8.20pm Very Bad Things 8.20pm 

STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR/O 
Stratford East A Bug’s Life 2.40pm. 
4.50pm, 7pm. 9.10pm How Stel- 
la Got Her Groove Back 1pm. 
3.30pm, 6.05pm. 6.40pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1.10pm. 3.40pm. 
6.15pm. 8.50pm Stepmom 

1.05pm, 3.50pm. 8.30pm Very 
Bad Things 6.30pm 

SURREY QUAYS 
UCI (0990 888990) «■ Surrey 
Quays Ana 1 -50pm Babe: Pig In 
the City 2pm A Bug's life 1.15pm. 
2.10pm. 3.40pm, 4.30pm, 6pm. 
7pm. 8.20pm Enemy Of the State 
9.20pm Hideous Kinky 1.45pm. 
4.45pm. 7,15pm, 9.45pm How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back 4pm. 
6.40pm. 9.40pm LJttie Voice 
4.50pm. 7pm. 9.1 5pm The Oppo- 
site of Sex 4.15pm. 6.50pm. 
9.10pm The Parent TVap 2.20pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1 .30pm Sav- 
ing Private Ryan 7.30pm Shake- 
speare In Love 1.30pm, 4.15pm. 
7pm. 9.40pm Stepmom 1.15pm, 
4pm. 6.45pm. 9.25pm Very Bad 
Things 5pm 

SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-888990) O Morden A 
Bug's Life 4.45pm. 6pm, 7pm. 
8.30pm Little Voice 2.45pm. 
5.30pm. 7.30pm. 9.1 5pm Saving 
Private Ryan 8.1 5pm Shakespeare 
in Love 3pm, 5.45pm. 8.45pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 4.30pm 
Scepmom 3.15pm, 6.15pm. 9pm 
Very Bad Things 9.45pm 

TURNPIKE LANE 
CORONET (0181-888 2519) «■ 
Turnpike Lane A Bug's Life 4pm. 

6 30pm. 8.40pm LJttie Voice 
4. 1 5pm, 6.25pm. 8.45pm Very Bad 
Things 3.55pm, 6.15pm. 8.45pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) e 
Uxbridge A Bug's Life 1 .1 5pm. 4pm, 

6 15pm. 9pm Stepmom 1.40pm, 

5 50pm. 3 30pm 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020434) e Walt ham - 
<•ijtvCentr.il A Bug’s Lift 1.40pm, 
Mpm. fi.JPpm. 9.35pm Uttie Voice 

1 3Hpm. 4.10pm. 6.20pm, 8.30pm 
Very Bad Things I 25pm. 3.55pm, 
t I’bpm, 3 35pm 

WALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01 932- 
257525) BR Walton on Thames 
Shakespeare In Ixwe 3 10pm. 6pm. 

15pm Scepmom 2.50pm. 

5 45f.ni. 9 1 5pm 

WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) BR- 
Elilum A Bug's Life 4pm. 6.30pm, 

E -<Opm Shakespeare in Love 
3 30pm. Gpm. 8 30pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 0500011 South 
Wimbledon A Bug’s Ufe l 45pm. 

•i lOpm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm Uttie 
Voice 2pm. fc.IOpm. 6.30pm. 
b 50pm Practical Magic 1 ,35pm. 
3.55pm. f> 20pm. 8.45pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.20pm. 2 55pm. 

5 35pm. 8.20pm Scepmom 

2 3Ppm. 5.35pm, 8.25pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) O South 
Woodford A Bug's Ufe 1.40pm. 
4pm. 6 20pm. 8 40pm Uttie Voice 
7. 7 Ppm. 4 20pm. 6 30pm. 8.4Qpm 
Shakespeare in Lave 2.45pm. 

5 *0pm. 8 10pm 

WOOD GREEN 

NEWCURZON |0! 8 1 -347 6664)0 
Turnpike Lane AA AB Laut Chalain 
5.45pm Zakhm 5.30pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 


Cinema 

Repertory 


LONDON 

CINE UJM1ERE Guecnsberry Place, 
5 IV 7 (07 71-838 2144,2146) A 
Double Tour (NC) 6.30pm Rirfait 
Amour* (18) S.45pm 

1CA The Mali. SWI (0171-930 
3G47) A Scene at the Sea (NC) 
5pm. 7pm. 9pm A Matter of Uft 
and Death (PG) 6.30pm Block Nar- 
cissus (PG) 9. 1 5pm 

NFT South Bonk, SE1 0171-928 
3232 My Name is Joe (15) 2.30pm 
Epidemic (15) 6.20pm The 
Stationmascer's Wife (Bolwteser) 
( 1 8) 6. 30pm The Rac Catchers and 
the Spies: Television (NC) 7.30pm 
Rounders (15) B 40pm 

PHOENIX High Road. N2 (0181-444 
6789) Hideous Kinky (15) 2.15pm. 
4.30pm. 6.45pm. 9pm 


WC2 (0171-437 8181) The Last 
Days of Dfeco (15) i .30pm Ana 
(PG) 4pm Sliding Doors (15) 
6.30pm Henry Fool (18) 8.45pm 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Crisp Road. 
W6 (0171-420 0100) Dckaiog 1- 
4 (PG) 6.30pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford. Middlesex (01 81 - 
568 1176) Bulworth (18) 5pm, 
9pm Year of the Horse (IS) 7pm 

BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK'S (01273-602503) 
Dark Victory (NC) 2.15pm Hideous 
»nky (15) 4.30pm. 8.45pm Two 
Girts and a Guy (18) 6.45pm 

BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (01 17-925 3845) The 
Cow (Kraua) (NC) 6pm ffedeer (1 8) 
6.05pm. 8.20pm Hideous Kinky 
(15) 8.30pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS (01223-504444) The Oppo- 
site of Sex (18) lpm Hideous Kinky 
(15) 3pm, 9.15pm The Threepen- 
ny Opera (NC) 5pm Ciasse de 
Neige (Class Trip) (NC) 7pm 

CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) To Havre and Have Not 
(PG) 7.30pm Pecker (18) 8pm 

NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
Fiamy Games (18) 2.30pm. 8.1 5pm 1 
Uttie Voice (15) 5.45pm 

Cinema 

COUNTRYWIDE 

BRISTOL 

ABC WH1TELAD1ES ROAD (0117- 
973 3640); A Bug's Uft (U); The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Shakespeare 
in Love (15): Star Trek: insurrec- 
tion (PG): Very Bad Things (18) 

ARNOLFINI (01 17-929 9191); The 
Mighty (PG): x (PI) (15) 

ONEWORLD THE MOVIES (01 275- 
831099): The Adventures of PSnoc- 
dhlo (U): Antz (PG): Babe: Pig in 
the City (U); A Bug's Ufe (U): Bul- 
worth (18); Btzobeth (15); Enemy 
of die State (15): Hum Aapke Dll 
Mein Rehte Haln (U); Aa Ab Laut 
Chalen (pg); Little Vbice (15): The 
Mask of Zorro (PG): Meet Joe Blade 
(12): Mrs Doubtfire (PG); The 
Parent Trap (PG); Practical Magic 
(12): The Prince of Egypt (U): Psy- 
cho (15): Rush Hour (15); Shake- 
speare In love (1 5): The Siege (1 5): 

Starltdc Ins u rrection (PG): Step- 
mam (12); Very Bad Things (18) 

ODEON (08705-050007): A Bug's 
Ufe (U); Dr DoUttie (PG); Enemy 
of the State (15): Mu lan (U); The 
Parent Trap (PG); Practical Magic 
(12); Stepmom (12) 

ORPHEUS HENLEAZE (01 1 7-962 
1 644): A Bug’s Ufe (U): Elizabeth 
(15): Uttie Voice (15); The Parent 
Ttap (PG); The Prince of Egypt (U) 

SHOWCASE (01 1 7-9723800); Ana 
(PG); A Bug’s Life (U); &temy of die 
State (1 5); Hideous IGnfcy (l 5): How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back (1 5); 
Uttie Voice (15); Living Out Loud 
(1 5); The Mask of Zorro (PG); Meet 
Joe Black (1 2): Hie Opposite of Sex 
(18): TheFbrentTtap (PG): Practi- 
cal Magic (12): The Prince of Egypt 
(U); Shakespeare in Love (1 5): Star 
Trek: Insurrection (PG); Stepmom 
(12); Very Bad Things (18) 

WARNER VILLAGE (0117-950 
0222); Ana (PG); Babe: Pig in the 
Gey (U); Blade (18); A Bug's Ufe 
(U); Enemy of the State (1 5): How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back (1 5); 
Uttie Voice (1 51 : The Mask of Zor- 
ro (PG): Meet Joe Black (12); Mu- 
Jan (U); The Parent "frap (PG): 
Practical Magic (12): The Prince of 
Egypt (U); Rush Hour (1 5): Saving 
Private Ryan ( 1 5); Shakespeare in 
Love (15); The Stee (15); Star 
Trek: Insurrection (PG); Stepmom 
(12): Very Bad Things ( 1 8) 

PORTSMOUTH 

ABC (01705-823538); Ana (PG): 
Bulworth (18); Meet Joe Black 
(12); The Prince of Egypt (U): 
Shakespeare In Love (15): Scar 
Trek: Insurrection (PG): Two Girts 
And A Guy (18) 

ODEON (08705-050007); A Bug's 
Ufe (U): Dr DoUttie (PG): Enemy 
of the State (15); George of the 
Jungle (U); Muian (U); The Parent 
Ttap IPG); Practical Magic (1 2): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Small Soldiers 
(PG): Scepmom (12); Very Bad 
Things (IB) 

UCI 6 (0990-888990); Antt (PG): 
Babe: Pig in the City (U): A Bug’s 
Ufe (U): Enemy of the State (IS); 
Uttie Voice (1 5): The Parent Trap 
(PG); practical Magic (12): The 
Prfctcc of Egypt (U): Saving Private 
ltyan( 1 5) . Shakespeare fat Lowe (15): 
Star TTek: Insurrection (PG); Step- 
mom (12): Very Bad Things (18) 

READING 

ABC (0870-9020417); Ana (PG); 
Babe: Pig in the City (U); Meet Joe 
Black (12); Shakespeare In Love 
(15); Star Trek; Insurrection (PG); 
Very Bad Things (1 8) 

FILM THEATRE (01 1 8-986 8497): 
Henry Fool (18); Scream 2 (18); 
Velvet Goldmine (18) 

ODEON (08705-050007); A Bug's 
Ufe (U); Dr Dolicde (PG): Enemy or 
the State (1 51: Muian (UJ; The Par- 
ent Tap (PG); Practical Magic ( 1 2); 
Small Soldiers (PG): Stepmom (1 2) 

SHOWCASE (0118-974 7711): A 
Bug's life (U): Enemy of the 
State (15); Hideous Kinky (15); 
How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
(15); Uttie Voice (1 5); Living Out 
Loud (1 5); Meet Joe Black (1 2); The 
Opposite or Sex (18); Practical 
Magic (12); The Prince of Egypt 
(U); Shakespeare bi love (1 5); Star 
Tfek: Insurrection (PG); Stepmom 
(12); Very Bad Things (18) 

SWINDON 

ONEWORLD (01 793-420710): The 
Adventures of Pinocddo (U): Ana 
(PG): Babe: Pig in Che Qty (U); A 
Bug's Ufe (Ul; Enemy of the State 
(IS); Hum Aapke DU Me(n Rehte 
Hofn (U); Uttie Voice (15): The Mask 
of Zom> (PG); Meet Joe Black (1 2): 
“<*ndl (PG); Les Miserables (12): 
Mrs Doubtfire (PG): The Opposite 
Of Sex (18): The Parent Trap (PG): 
Practical Magic ( 1 2): The Prince of 
Egypt (M): Shakespeare in love (l 5): 
The Siege (15); Star Trek: Insur- 
fection (PG); Stepmom (12): Very 
Bad Things (18) 

VIRGIN (0541-555134): Babe: Pig 
ki the Ory (UJ: A Bugs Ufe (U); 06- 
na Gate (NQ; Enemy of the State 
(IS): Uttie Vblce ( 1 5): The Mask of 
Zorro (PG): The Parent Trap (PG): 
Practical Magic (1 2); The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Small Soldiers (PG); Scar 
Tfek: Insurrection (PG): Stepmom 
(12); Very Sad Things (18) 


Theatre 

west End 

Ticket availability details are for to- 
day. times and prices for the week: 
running times indude intervals. • 
— Seats at all prices I — Seats at 
I some prices Q — Returns only 
Matinees — PJ: Sun. 13]: Tie. (4): 
wed. [5J; Thur,.[6): M, [7]: Sat 

ft ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

Michael Praytfs new comedy about 

a dinner party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars Jfe- 
ILdty Kendal and Jc«e Lawrence. 
Gielgud Theatre Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. W1 (0171-494 5065) -»Picc 
Grc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5)[7J 3pm. 
£1 9.50-E27.50 £1 2.50-El 7.50 
(restricted views). 1 30 mins. 

I AMADEUS David Suefaet stars as 
Salieri in Peter Shaffer's acclaimed 
drama. Old Vic The Cue. SE1 (0171- 
928 761 6/cc 420 0000) BR/O Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 14)17] 
2.30pm. £7.50-£30. 180 mins. 

» ANNIE Rsgg to riches s tory of the 
optimistic o^han. Victoria Mace 
Victoria Street. SWI (0171-834 
1317) BR/O Victoria. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm. (4)(7] 2.30pm. (1] 4pm. 
£7.50-£32.50. 165 mins. 

t ART Tom Mannkm. Danny Webb, 
Gary Olsen in Yasmma Reza’s com- 
edy about art and friendship. Wyn- 

dham’s Theatre Charing Cross 
Road. WC2 (0171-369 1736/cc 
0171-867 1111) ^Lek Sq.Tue-Sac 
8.00pm. (4) 3.00pm. (7J(1| 5.00pm. 
£9.50-£27.50. 90 mins. 

ft BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 


cartoon version of the favourite fairy 
tale. Dominion Theatre Tbctenham 
Court Road. W1 (0171-656 1888) 
Tott a Rd. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. [4](7J 
2.30pm, £1 8. 50- £35. 150 mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS WDfBua- 
seffs long- running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Theatre 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (0171-369 
1 733) -e- letc Sq/Tott Ct Rd. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. IS] 3.00pm. (7] 
4.00pm, £1 1.50-£32.50. 165 mins. 

• BUDDY Musical faiog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Hofly. 
Strand Theatre Aldwych. WC2 
(0171-930 8800) Covent Gar- 
den/Charing X. Tu e-Thu 8.00pm, Fri 
5.30pm & 8.30pm, Sat 5.00pm & 
8.30pm. mats [II 4pm. £10- £27. 
half price Friday matinees. 160 
mins. 

• CATS Li^d Webber's musical ver- 
sion of TS EDot’s poems. New Lon- 
don Theatre Parker Street. WC2 
(0171-405 0072/cc 0171-404 
4079) ■©• Covent Garden/Holbom. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. J31f7f 3.00pm. 
£12.50-£35. 165 mins. 

• CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Fete Damson star in tbis hit Broad- 
way musical. Adeiphl Theatre Maid- 
en Lane. WC2 (0171-344 0055) <ft 
Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm, (4](71 
3pm. £l6-£36 (kx: booking fee). 130 
mins. 

• THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (ABRIDGED) Reduced 
Shakespeare Company's keenly- 
paced theatrical history lesson. Cri- 
terion Theatre PSccadQly Circus, W1 
(0171-369 1747) «■ Picc Ore. Tue 
8.00pm. £6- £25. 120 mins. 

O COPENHAGEN New drama 
from Miohael Frayn about the dis- 
covery of the afamu Duchess Theatre 
Catherine Street. WC2 (0171-494 
5075/cc 0171-344 4444) -BCbvent 
Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. {51(7] 
2.30pm. £1 5- £30. 145 mins. 

• DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark little stars in this wfity and 
wise comedy about the sexes. Apoi- 
lo Theatre Shaftesbury Avenue. 
W1 (0171-494 5070) ■©■ Picc Clrc. 
Mon-Frt 8pm. Sac 6pm & 8.45pm. 
£10-£25. cones available. 

• DR DOLITT1JE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adap t ation featuring Jim Hea- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
menmith Queen Carofine Street. W6 
(0 1 7 1 -4 1 6 6022) B Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4J(7J 2.30pm. 
£10- £32.50. 150 mins. 

ft F1LUMENA Judi Dencb and 
Michael Pennington star in Timber 
lake Wertenbaker’s new translation 
of Eduardo de FQippo’s play. Pic- 
cadilly Theatre Denman Street. 
W1 (0171-369 1734) ^ Picc Ore. 
In rep. tonight 8pm. ends 27 Feb. 
£1 2-E30. 120 mins. 

•GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the tot film. Cambridge Theatre 
Eari ham Street. WC2 (0171-494 
5080) • Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. (4((7( 3.00pm. £10-£30. 

1 50 mins. 

• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah Ybrk 
in ftaer HalTs acclaimed production 
of Wilde's comedy. Lyric Theatre 
Shaftesbury Avenue, Wl (0171- 
494 5045) «• Pkx Grc. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. (4J 3pm. (7) 4pm. £8.50- 
£29.50. 165 mins. 

• AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Oaldry's widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley’s thriHec Garrick 
Theatre Charing Cross Road. WC2 
(01 7 1 -494 5085) • LeiC Sq. Mon- 
Fri 7.45pm. Sat 8.15pm. )4) 
2.30pm, (7| 5.00pm. £l2-£29.50. 

1 1 0 mins. 

0 WTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and La pine’s acclaimed musical 
based on fairytales. Donmar Ware- 
house Earl ham Street. WC2 (0171- 
369 1732) ■» Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4] [7] 2.30pm. 
£15-£27.50. 

» THE KISSING DANCE OR SHE 
STOOPS TO CONQUER Buriesque 
| musical comedy lyric Hammer- 
smith King Street. W6 (0181-741 
2311) ■©■ Hammersmith, ibnight 
7.30pm. £1 0-£ 1 5. cones £5- £7.50. 

ft UTTIE MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 

NUCNS Ewan Mcfiregorstarsas the 
revolutionary activist in David Hai- 
liweffs drama. Comedy Theatre 
Ptin ton Screet. SWI (0171-369 
1731) •Picc Grt/LeicSq. Mon-Sat 
8pm. [51(7] 3pm. £7-£27.50. 

1 THE MEMORY OFWWERAh- 
sod Steadman and Juia Sawalha star 
in this touching comedjy about three 
sisters retunung borne for their 
mother's fimoaLVaudeuiBe Theatre 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BR/» Charing X. Mon-Sac 8pm. 
I5](7| 3pm. E8-E27.50. 

» LES MISERABLES Musical 
dramatisation Hugo’s mas- 

terpiece. Palace Theatre Shaftesbury 
Avenue. Wl (0171-434 0909] 

Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [S][7] 
2.30pm, E7-E35. 195 mms. 

• mss SAIGON Musical winch re- 
sets the Madam Buttery tragedy &> 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal. Drury 
Lane Catherine Screet. WC2 (0171- 
494 5060) Coven r Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. 141(7] 3 00pm. 
E5.75-E35. 165 mins. 


• THE MOUSETRAP A gatha 
Christie’s whodunnit which just 
kEeps on running. Sc Motto’s The- 
atre West Street. WC2 (01 71 -836 
1443] e LefcSq. Mon-Sat 8.00pm, 
[31 2.45pm. (7) 5.00pm. £10- 
£24.50. 135 mins. 

• OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
staremthe National^ acdaiined pro- 
duction of Rodgers and Hamzner- 
starfscowbtyv farmhand muscaL 

Lyceum Theatre Wellington Street, 
WC2 (0870-606 3446/tc 606 6446) 
& Charing X/Emb a n ta ncnt. Moo-Sat 
7.30pm. [41(7] 2.30pm. E10-E35. 

O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Upyd Webber’S 
Gothic OJUBicaL Her Majesty's The- 
atre Haymarkec, SWI (01 71-494 
5400/OC 0171-344 4444) « Rcc 
Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 141 171 
3.00pm. £10-£35. 1 50 mins. 

» RSIT Musical inspired tyLoBd- 
heme and set in modau day New 
Ybrk. Shaftesbury Theatre Shaftes- 
bury Avenue. WC2 (07000-211221) 
■O Hofoom/Tort Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. [4)17] 3pm, £12^0- 
£32.50. 160 mins. 

> RICHARD in Robert Lk xbay stars 
as the historical viOain. Savoy The- 
atre Strand. WC2 (0171-836 
8888/cc 0171-836 0479) «■ Char- 
ing X/Embankment. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. [7] 2.30pm. £IO-£27.50. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
9 OUlflSfc fftter Pan Stahen Oliv- 
er's rnuyi* mvwn pn niw! (he h»|e of 
the Boy Who Would Not Grow Up, 
witb Bikhael Bryant as the Stay- 
teller In rep. tonight 7.15pm. ends 
20 Feb. 

• LYTTELTON: Betrayal Pinter's 
defining work depicts a menage a 
trots and stars rmng pw nnH 
Douglas Hodge. In rep, today 
2.15pm & 7.30pm. ends 7 Apr. 90 
mins. 

• COTTESLOfc The Riot Nick 
Darte’s drama from Kneetogh The- 
atre. in rep. tonight 7.30pm. Olivi- 
er & Lyttelton: £8-£27. Cottesloe: 
£12-£17. NT2000: £4. cones £3. 
Day seats from 10am. South Bank. 
SE1 (0171-452 3000). O/BR: Wa- 
terloo. 
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O THE BARBICAN: The Tempest 
Adrian Noble directs Shakespeare’s 
romance drama. In rep, tonight 
7.15pm. 165 mins. 

• THE PTC Shadows: Riders lb 
The Sea & The Shadow of The Glen 
A Purgatory Tripie-biD erf drarna by 
WB rats and JM gynge. In rep, 
tonight 8pm, ends 27 Mar. Barbi- 
can Theatre: E5-E26. The Pic: £1 1- 
£18.50. Barbican Centre. EC2 
(0171-638 8891). 

• THE YOUNG VTCUt Of The Gty 
fih ^hfB poiiakofTs drama explores 
met£a control in tbe ear(y dqv of TV 
and radio. In rep. tonight 7.15pm. 
Mating Vic £5-£26. The Cut. SE1 
(0171-928 6363). BR/O Waterloo. 

ft SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs and three new tracks fay the 
Bee Gees and stoning Adam Garcia. 
London Palladium Argyll Street. Wl 
(0171-494 5020) ^ Oxford Grc. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4] [7] 2.30pm. 
£I0-£32.50.135 mins. 

•SIARUGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Uojd Wtebber's hi-tech raQer-tnusa- 
caL Apollo Vlcroria Wilton Road, 
SWI (0171-416 6070) BR/^ Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (31(71 
3.00pm. E12.50-E30. 150 mins. 

◦ THE STREET OF CROCODILES 
Bruno Soda's short stories provide 
the insp ir a t i on for Theatre deCom- 
pHdte’s aedaimed and absurdist 
drama. Queen's Theatre ShafoMbwy 
Avenue. Wl (0171-494 5040/cc 
0171-344 4444) O Pfcc Circ. Tue- 
Sat 8pm. PJ 3pm. (1] 5pm. ends 
20 Feb. £6-£25. 

• VASSA Howard Davies directs a 
new stage version of Maxim Gorky’s 
tale of a matriarch and her down- 
trodden family Albery Theatre St 
Martin’s Lane, WC2 (0171-369 
1 730) O Letc Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[51 P] 3pm. ends 27 Mar. £5- 
£29.50. 

ft THE WEER Conor McPherson’s 
drama tesri'm fr ^tanri mH pniminpj! 

ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Theatre Downstairs (at the 
Duke Of York's) St Martin's Lane. 
WC2 (0171-565 5000) Lelc 
SqfCharfng X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
|4jp] 3.30pm. £5- £25. 90 mins. 

• WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein's classic 
m u s i cal , attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince of Wales Theatre Coventry 
Street. Wl (0171-839 5972)0 Le- 
ic Sq/Picc Grc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
[5|[7] 3pm, ET8.50-E3S. 160 mins. 

O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber’s new musical based 
on die film of the same name about 
twodddren who mistake an escaped 
convict for Jesus. Aldwych Theatre 
Aldwych. WC2 (01 71 -41 6 6000/cc 
0171-836 2428) «■ Hoiborn. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. (5)pl 3pm. £10- 
£32.50. 120 mins. 

• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Su- 
san HUTs cfaBEng gfanst story. Fortune 
Theatre Russell Street. WC2 (01 71 - 
836 2233/CC 0171-344 4444) O 
Covent Garden/Hoiborn. Mon-Sat 
8pm. [31 3pm, pJ 4pm, £8.50- 
£23.50. 110 mins. 


Theatre 

BEYOND THE WEST END 


ALMBDA THEATRE Certain YWIIg 
Men Peter Gill’s comedy of con- 
temporary manners looks at the 
sexuality and the modem mm Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm, mats Sat 3pm, ends 20 
Feb. £9. 50-El 9.50. cones avail- 
able. Almekto Street. N1 (0171-359 
4404) ■& Angd/Highbury and Is- 
lington 

GATE THEATRE Intimate Death 
Stage adaptation of French psy- 
chologist De Hennezel's diaries. 
Mon-Sat 730pm, ends 1 3 Fd). £1 0. 
cones £6. Pem bridge Road. Wl 1 
(01 71-229 0706) G Netting Hid 
Gate. 

KING'S HEAD, ISLINGTON The 
Vagina Monologues Eve Easier 
performs her own aedaimed oB- 
BroadwqyhiL Tue-Sat 8pm. mats Sac 
& Sun 330pm, ends 6 Mac £12-£1 3. 
UpperStreet.N1 (0171-2261916) 
■©■Angel/Highbury St Islington. 


THEATRE 

Countrywide 


BARNSTAPLE 

QUEEN’S THEATRE On the Ru- 
de Tbm Stoppartfs force is set m 
1850s Viezma. Mon-Wed 2.30pm & 
7.45pm. ends 10 Feb. £6-£10 
Bcutport Street (01271-324242) 
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BASINGSTOKE 

HAYMARKET THEATRE The Seag- 
ull Chekhov's last play about aBuss- 
ian family vainly frying to protect 
thdr beloved estate as they lurch to- 
wards bankruptcy Tue-Sat 7.45pm. 
ends 1 3 Feb. £9.5O-£15.50. cones 
available 

BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Macbeth Huftis 
Sewell stars in Shakegpeare's great- 
est tragedy. Mon-Wed 7.30pm, Fri- 
Sat 8pm, ends 13 Feb. £1 0-£23_50 
Saw dose (01225-448844) 

BRISTOL 

THEATRE ROYAL Blues Brother 
Soul Sisters HubyTtimer stars in 
this fed-good soul musicaL Times 
wry. phone for derails, ends 6 Mar. 
Phone for prices King Street (01 1 7- 
987 7877) 

GLOUCESTER 

GUILDHALL ARTS CENTRE Andent 
Mariners Play about tbe long but in- 

poetif^lliaro Wordsworth and 
Samuri Taylor Colerkbe. Tonight 
7.30pm. £6.50. cones £5 Eastgate 
Street (01452-505089) 

YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE Hie 
Prisoner of Second Avenue Richard 
Dreyfuss and Marsha Mason star in 
Pfefl Simafs comedy about a mid-fife 
crisis. Mon-Thur 7.45pm. Fri-Sat 
8pm. mats Thur & Sat. 230pm. ends 
13 Feb. £1 0-£2L50. cones av^abte 
Mllbrook (01483-440000) 

NBNBUKY 

WATERMILL THEATRE More Tak- 
ing Heads Janet Brown, Patrida 
Ehigtand and Sophie Lawroice bring 
Alan Bennett’s superb montdogues 
to fife. Tue-Sat 7.30pm, mats Thur 
& Sat 230pm. ends 13 Mar. £6- 
£16.50 Bagnor (01635-46044) 

NORTHAMPTON 
ROYAL THEATRE Dombey and 
Son Michael Napier Brown’s adap- , 
tation of Dickens's novel about a 
man’s obsession wMh his new son and I 
- tosrqectioncfbudau^iteE Mon-Sat 
730pm, mats Thur 2.30pm, Sat 
5pm. ends 6 Mar. £4-£T 4.50 Guild- 
hall Road (01604-632 533) 

GKFORD 

PLAYHOUSE THEATRE Making 
Nobe Quietly Robert Holman’s se- 
ries of short pieces depicting en- 
counters between strangers in the 
shadow of war Mon-Sac 7.30pm, 
ends 13 Feb. E6-E13 Beaumont 
Street (01865-798600) 

SALISBURY 

SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE Blithe 
Spirit Noel Coward's comecte about 
a rnyn haunted fay the spirit of his 
dead wife, is icvi vml for his centenary 
Mon-Wed 7.30pm, Thur-Sat 8pm. 
ends 13 Feb. £9-£15 Malthouse 
Lane (01 722-320333) 

S OUTHA MPTON 
NUFFIELD THEATRE Evtfi and Sky 
TbriDer about a librarian who thinks 
she knows her boyfriend wefl - until 

time is a murder and his murky past 
is revealed. Sam Janus stars. Mon- 
Thur 7.30pm, Fri-Sat 8pm, ends 27 
Feb. £5.95-£1 2.50, cones available 
University Road (01703-671771) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe Adrian Noble (feeds Adri- 
an MitcfatoTs adaptation of tte CS 
Lewis Narnia classic. Today 1 30pm 
& 7.1 5pm. ends 27 Feb. E5-£30 

SWAN THEATRE A Month In the 
C ountr y Brian Fnel’s adaptation of 
TiRgenev^s portrait of aD-consuming 
sexual desire. Michael Attenbor- 
ough (Erects. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 
20 Feb. £5-£30 

TAUNTON 

THE BREWHOUSE That'll Be the 
Day Musical taking auefienoes through 
20 years of pop music, from the 1950s 
to the 1970s. Tonight 7 ,45pm. ends 10 
Feb. £12.50 Coal Orchard (01823- 
283244) 

WATFORD 

PALME THEATRE Darkness FaQs 
Double tsD of smfeter drama from 
Jonathan Hofioway Mon-THir 7.45pm. 
Frt ft Sat 8pm. ends 20 Feb, £4-£] 5.75 
Clarendon Road (01923-22S671) 

WESTClIFF-ON-SEA 
CUFFS PAVILION Popcorn Emma 
Noble stars in Ben Elton’s satire an 
cinema violence. Mon-Frt 8pm, Sat 
6pm & 9pm. ends 13 Feb. £13.50- 
£22.50 Station Road (01702- 
351135) 

PALACE THEATRE CENTRE 
Women on the Verge of HRT TWo 
fatysomething^ women discuss their 
situation in Ufe. Mon-Sat 8pm, ends 
20 Feb. E5.50-E1 4.50, cones avail- 
able London Road (01702-342564) 

WOKING 

NEW VICTORIA THEATRE The Gki 
Game Frith Banbury (Erects Jess 
Addand and Dorothy Ititin in this 
sensitive and fenny drama which cen- 
tres around a lengthy game of Gin 
Rummy. Mon-Sac 8pm. mat Wed 
2.30pm. ends 13 Feb. E6-EI6. 
cones available Peacocks Arts & En- 
tertainments Centre (01483- 
761144) 

WOUIERHJUWPTON 
GRAND THEATRE Tbe Adventures 
of Robin Hood Spectacular pro- 
duction starring John Inman, Linda 
Lusardi and Sara Kane. Tue-Sat 
7.15pm. Wed 6 Thur 2.30pm. ends 
1 3 Feb. £630-£1 6.50. cones avail- 
able UdifieW Street (0 1 902-4292 1 2) 


EXHIBITIONS CLASSICAL 


BRISTOL 

ARNOURNI Accelerator TOjrkbyan 
international group of contempo- 
rary fi tirtK, j nrinrihig Hilary T-Irryt^ 

Ako Sasao and SmtF^pesioe. Mon-Sac 
1 0am-7pm. Sun 1 2noon-6pm. ends 
28 Mar. free. Narrow Quay (01 1 7- 
929 9191) 

BRUTON 

BRUTON GALLERY Forming the 
Figure Inchxfingworfcs byRotim and 
Henry Moore. Mon-Fri T0am-1 pm & 
2 pro- 5 pm. ends 20 Mar. free. Stock- 
well House. Bruton High Street 
(01749-812205) 


fcy artisL^ Tue-Sun 10am- 

5pm. ends 14 Mar, free. Afeandra 
Road (01792-651 738/655006) 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
WOtVeWAMPTONARTGALLSW 
Disasters Of War. Caflot, Goya, Wx 
Selections from three artiste war 
etchings. Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, ends 
20 Mac free. Lkhfieid Street (01 902- 
552055) 


FTIZWILL1AM MUSEUM The Soci- 
ety of Three: WMstiei; Fantin-La- 
tour and Alphonse Legros 
Exhibition of drawing and prints ex- 

ofthe^ree artists. &cb14^B^ ld 
Picasso and Marisse Prints, draw- 
ings and from the muse- 

um's collection. Ends 1 1 Apt 
Recent Acquisitions of Contem- 
porary Amertaei PrtacsEariy etch- 
ings of tbe East Coast Qthc^aphs, 


woodcuts and scree upiiiila . Tue-Sat 
1 0am-5pm. Sun 2. 15 pro- 5 pro. ends 
2 May; Free. Trumpington Street 
(01223-332900) 

LONDON 

BARBICAN ART GALLERY Africa 
by Africa: A Photographic View 

Mnn irtlWiM« m«gHtWnBih &ln». 

han Africa. 

Picasso and Photography: The 
Dark Mfcror More than 3M works ex- 
plore the Spanish master’s relation- 
ship with photograph Mon. Thur-Sat 
1 0am-6.45pm, Tue 10am-5.45pm, 
Wed 10am-7.45pm. Sun l2noon- 
6.45pm, ends 29 Mar. £5. cones £3. 
from Mon-Fri £3 after 5pm. Silk 
Street, EC2 (0171-638 4141) •©■Bar- 
bicarv'Moorgate. 

DESIGN MUSEUM Mink Forty 
Years of a Design Icon Mmfs 
designed by celebrities mark the 
40tfa anniversary of the vehicle. 
Opens Feb 9. Bids 9 May; 

Modem Bri tain 79 27-1 939 Astafy 
on the impOTtant period after the 
Great Vfor including the work of 
Rands Bacon, Paul Nash and Bar- 
bara Hepwoth. Mon-Sun 11.30am- 
6pm, ends 18 JuL E5.25. cones £4 
(to museum). Shad Thames. SE1 
(01 71 -378 6055) Slower HJD/DLR: 
Tower Gateway. 

HAYWARD GALLERY Patrick 
Caulfleld More than 50 oolourfid 
paintings by the leading British 
artist Mon, Thur-Sun T 0am-6pm. 
Tue & Wed 10aro-8pm. ends 11 Apr. 
£6. cones £4. family £12. Belvedere 
Road. SE1 (0771-9604242) BR/O- 
Waterloo. 

NATIONAL GALLERY In the Light 
of Fra Angelico: Zanobl Strasd 
Studyexhihmnne^rioringthepaintr 
mgs of tbe 15th-century artist Ends 
7 Mar. 

Portraits by Ingres Major exhibition 
of paintings and drawings fay the 19tb- 
cenfrny French artist Mon. Tue, 
Thur-Sun 10am-6pm, Wed 10am- 
1 0pm. ends 25 Apr. £6. cones £4. 
Wed £4 7pm- 10pm. Trafalgar 
Square. WC2 (0171-747 2885) 
^ Charing Cross. Leicester Square. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 
Monet in the 20th Century Eighty 
paintings made in tbe 26 years after 
1900. Mon-Thur. Sun 9am -6pm. Fri 
& Sat 9am-1 0pm, ends 18 Ape £9, 
cones £6. child (12-18) £3. child 
(8-11) £1.50. Burlington House. 
Piccadilly; Wl (01 71 -300 8000/cc 
413 1717) «■ Green Park. 

TATE GALLERY Itoner fat the Alps 
TOxts an paper made on Turner's 
first Alpine trip in 1802. Ends 1 4 Feb. 
In Celebration; The Art of the 
Country House Runtings and sculp- 
ture, inrtarting work by Canaletto. 

, Stubbs and Htfeeto. Mon-Sun 10am- 
530pm, ends 28 Feb. free. Mflfbank. 
SWI (01 71-887 8000) -O- Pimlico. 

OXFORD 

ASHMOUEAN MUSEUM Chinese 
Silks Brightly coloured 18th and 
19th century hangings. Ends 28 Feb. 
Nineteenth Century French Draw- 
ings Becent acquisitions alongside 
familiar drawings. Ends 28 Feb. 
The Painterly Brush Oil sketches 
data® from the 18h to the early 20th 
century. Tue-Sat 10am -4 pro. Sim 
2 pm -4pm, ends 21 Mar. free. Beau- 
mont Street (01865-278000) 

STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1 998-9: rar t nci sJii ps and Pract ic e 

Paintings and ceramics from tbe 
second naif of tbe rentary pins a 
aelecthm of conte mp orary work . 
Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture linking St Ives 
with Montserrat in the Wfest Indies, 
the artist's birthplace. Mon-Sac 
1 1 arn-7pm. Sun 1 1 am-5pm. ends 1 1 
Apr. £3.50. cones £2. Portftmeor 
Beach (01736-796226) 

SWANSEA 

GLYNN VIVIAN ACT GALLERY 
Venice Through Canaletto’s Eyes 


ST DAVID'S HALL London PMI- 
harmonJc/Arwet Hughes Rach- 
maninov's 2nd Plant) Concerto and 
Itabafiawstfs 5th Symphony Tbnteht 
730pm. &£22. The Hayes (01222- 
878444) 

LONDON 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL Academy 
oT ScJAartin-ki-tiie-FfNds/Brown 
Music for strings fay Bartafc; Brittm 
and Strauss. Tonight 7.45pm. £6-£1 6. 
South Bank Centre, SE1 (01 71 -960 
4242) BRre-Wbierioo. 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL Lesley 
Garrett’s valentine Special Ro- 
mantic classics from tbe popular so- 
prano. Tonight 730pm. £10- £30. 
South Bank. SE1 (0171-960 4242) 
BR/O Waterloo. 


OPERA 


LONDON 

HACKNEY 0AP1RE Tbsca PucanTs 

melodrama in a production by Russ- 
ian National Opera Stars on tour 
Ibnight 7.30pm. £8 -£23.50. Mare 
Street. E8 (0181-985 2424) BR: 
Hackney Central. 

LONDON COLISEUM La IFavlata 
Tfenffs great ReaDst tragedy m Eng- 
fish National Opera's acoaimed stag- 
ing. Tonight 730pm. £5-£55. St. 
Martin’s Lane. WQ (0171-632 
8300) O Leicester Squve. 


DANCE 


CANTERBURY 

MARLOWE THEATRE Richard Al- 
ston Dance Company: Triple Bffl In- 
cludes the new work Red Run. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £7-£13. cones 
avalabie. The ftiare (01 227-787787) 

LONDON 

SADLER'S WELLS AT THE PEA- 
COCK THEATRE Paco Pena Fla- 
menco Presents La Musa Gltana 


EVENTS 


CARDIFF 

TOWARDS A SINGLE CURRENCY 
First showing of the British entries 


guitar Tue-Sat 8pm, mat Sac. Sun 
3pm. ends 7 Mar. £730-£27.50. 
Portugal Street. WC2 (0171-863 
8222) ■©■ HoIborrvTempie. 

PLACE THEATRE National Youth 
Dance Company Presents: Spec- 
trum Programme devised by six 
leading contemporary choreogra- 
phers. Tonight 730pm, phone for 
details. Duke's Road. WC1 (0171- 
387 0031) 0 Fusion. 


Literature 


LONDON 

JOHN PILGSC pager talks about the 
evenfe that inspired his book/ftdden 
Agendas- Bookmarks, The Social- 
ist Bookshop Bloomsbury Street 
WC1 (0171-637 1848) ^Tottenham 
Court Road. Ibnight 6.30pm. free 
by ticket, phone to reserve. 

CHARLES DICKENS’S GREAT EX- 
PECTATIONS. FART i The Erst of 
two reaefings by George Curry. Na- 
tional Portrait Gallery St. Martins 
Place WQ (0171-312 2463) » 
Charing Cro&^Leicester Square. To- 
day 1.10pm, free 

PORTSMOUTH 

AN AUTHOR CALLS - CLAIRE 
TOMAUN The acclaimed writer 
reads from her work. Portsmouth 
Central Library Guildhall Square 
(01705-819311) Ibnight 7.30pm. 
phone for prices. 


Comedy 

BATH 

THE FEZ COMEDY CLUB AT CADIL- 
LACS Starof BBC’s The Real McCou 
P l us support, MCs 
Miller & McEvqy. Rxilght 8pm, WaJ- 

cot Street (01225-464241) £6. 
cones £5. 

LONDON 

FASCINATING AIDA - BAREFACED 
THEATRE ROYAL, HAY- 
MARKET Cabaret &io Dffife Keane, 
Adele Anderson and IsswV&n Rand- 
wyefc Mon-Sat 7.45pm. Sat mat 
4pm. ends 6 Mar, Haymarket, SWl 

Fimtasy FbaSxHL star presents his 


for tbe European Stogie Currency 
National Museum And Gallery 
Cathays Paik (01222-573473) TUe- 
Sun lQam-5pm. £435. cones £230, 
family £9.75. under 5s free (muse- 
um entry). ^ 

LONDON 

JEWISH ARTS FOCUS A wxfe range 
ofarts events drawn fresn Jewidi cul- . 
tore, with theatre, music and come- . 

The Bun Theatre Gallery Studios 
High Street (0181-449 0048) O 
High Barnet. Ends 1 4 Feb. phone for 
details. 

SPRINT *99: FESTIVAL OF PHYS- 
ICAL. VISUAL AND UNUSUAL THE- 
ATRE With humour, horror, 
storytelling and dragons. Camden 
People's Theatre Hampstead Road 
NW1 (0171-916 5878)0- Camden 
Town. Ends 13 Feb. phone for de- 
tails. 


MUSIC 

POP 


BRIGHTON 

junior DELGADO Legendary Ja- 
maican reggae veteran whose col- 
laborations with the great Lee Ifeny 
still inspire respect- Pressure Point 
Richmond Place (01273-702333) 
Tonight 9pm. £7. 

BRISTOL 

GAY DAD Iterate neo-gtamroek ota- 
fit tipped for bigness in 1989. Fleece 
& Firkin St. Thomas Street (01 1 7- 
927 71 50) Tonight 8pm. phone for 
prices. 

LONDON 

UK AFRICA Music showcase for 
bands- from the cross-cultural fer- 
ment Cafe de Paris Coventry Street 
Wl (0171-734 7700} -O- Piccadilly 
Circus/Leicester Square. Tonight 
10pm. £10. cones £6. 

GILLIAN WELCH AND DAVID 
RAWLINGS Biuegrass/folk/country 
duo whose HdlAirtong The teartings 
was voted best roots album of 1998 
by Mojo magazine. Dingwafis Cam- 
den Lock, Chalk Farm Road NW1 
(017T-267 1577) e Camden Town. 
Feb 8 6 9. 7.30pm. £11. 

BELINDA CARLISLE Glamorous 
ex-Go Go with new acoustic mater- 
ial from her latest album, A Vfoman 
and a Man. Jazz Cafe Parkway 
NW1 (01 71-916 6060)0 Camden 
Town. Tonight 8pm, E15-E17.50. 

THE PERI5HERS, MELATONE, 
FRUIT MACHINE Hard tiffing, big 
chorused indie rockers. Water Rats 
Theatre Gray's Inn Road WC1 
(0171-284 0077) G/BR: King’s 
Cross. Tonight 830pm, £5, cones £4. 

READING 

HEATHER NOVA. NAOMI Bermu- 
dan singer and songwriter who's 
been compared to Tbn Amos and Sh- 
eryl Crow. ADeycac Live Gun Street 
(01 1 8-956 1116) Tonight 8pm. £6. 

DRUMMERS OF BURUNDI Infin- 
ential African drum troupe. Tbe 
Hexagon Queens Walk (01 18-960 
6060) Ibnight 8pm, £1 2.50-El 4.50. 

WINCHESTER 

LOVEMEN. the TONE, PORT1S- 
WOOD Punk rock triple bin featur- 


Railway inn St Paul’s Hm (01962- 
867795) Tonight 8pm, phone for 
prices. 


Music 

Jazz, world, folk 


LONDON 

ECHOES OF ELLINGTON Cotton 
Club tribute outfit 1 00 Oub Oxford 
Street Wl (01 71 -636 0933) «■ Ox- 
ford Circus. Tonight 8pm, phone far 
prices. 

HttARY CAMERON. MIKE GOR- 
MAN Kano trio double bSL 606 Gub 
^ts Road SWI 0 (01 7 1 -352 5953) 
rT-.« u,h *, m Br °adway. Tonight 
9.30pm & 12 midnight, £4.95. 


RENE RAMA 
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Clubs 


BRIGHTON 

SUSST AT THE HONEY CLUB In- 
dfe old TOd new. Tonight 10pm- 
' ROW 

LONDON 

INDIGO AT MADAME JO JO’S 


zettcrberg Hat blues 
frpm Swedish guitar Mean 
HddwtotedCT^ street NW10 
0181-961 5490) HR: WWesden 
Junction. Tonight 9 pm, £6. 

ESBORN SVEPiSSON TRJO Ac- 
oannedSwetfishteno trio. Pina Ex- 

E to aubDean Street Wl 
^39 8722) © Tottenham 
Road. Tonight 9pm. £l250 : 
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Pfoy easy bstenfag. Tonight 9p^. 
2am. Brewa- street. Wl (0171-73* 
2473) O-PfceadBByQrcus. £7, cones 

before T0.30pm £5. 


uj sow vDcanasatnrtng 

tipped pmnist Jan Lundgrm 
^zza on die Park KnJehtsbrittee 
gn (0171-235 5273r^HySfr 
«fk Comer. Tonight 9.15pro & 
1 1 ■ 1 5pm, 1 8, adwfl 6. 

2STr SS ^ S ^ SSSi . 


support set town leading 
Sg™ 1 * saxtoan. Ronnie Scott's 
Enth Street W 1 (0171-439 0747) 
Ti St P° ,!R TbnW* 9.30pm. 
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RADIO 1 

(97B-9&8MHZ FM ) 

£30 Zoe Ban. 9.00 Simon Maya 

^£SSi^ in «S r ^ in9 - 2j °° “a* 

^Radcfiffft 4-00 Chris Moytes. 

5*45 NewsbeaL &oo Dave 
Pearca 8.00 Steve Lamacq - the 
Evening Session. TQJQQ Diattal 
Update. 10J0 John Peel 12.00 
The Breezebtock. ZOO Clive War- 
rea 4.00 - 600 Scott Mills. 
RADIO 2 
(88-902MH2 FM ) 

6J» Alex Lester. 7.30 Wake Up 
to Wogaa 930 Richard ABinson. 
123)0 Jimmy Young. 200 Ed 
Stewart S OS Johnnie WSaB^er. 

73)0 Alan Freeman: Thar Greatest 

Bits. 83KI Nigel Ogdea 93M) A 

Brief hfistory. See Pick of the Day. 
103)0 Susan Jeffreys Says Make 
It a Double. 10.30 Nicky Home. 
123)0 Katrina Leskanich. 33)0 - 
43)0 Mo Dutta. 

RADIOS 
(902-92AMHZ FM ) 

6.00 On Air. 

9-00 Masterworks. 

1000 Artist of the Week. 

HOO Sound Stories. 

123)0 Composer of the Week: 
Telemann 

1-00 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert. 

2.00 The BBC Orchestras. 

43)0 Voices. 

4.45 Music Machine. 

53K) In Tuna 

7.45 Performance on 3. Live from 
the Queen Elizabeth Hall, London. 
ASMF/lona Brown (violin). Bartok: 
Divertimento. Britten: Variations 
on a Theme of Frank Bridga 
830 Book of the Month. An ex- 
tended review of one of the 
months most interesting new pub- 
lications. John Kinsella considers 
The Collected Poems of Peter 
Porter 1 . One of the country's most 
distinguished Starary figures, 

Porter celebrates his seventieth 
birthday next week. He moved to 
Britain from Australia in 1951, and 
his output has influenced writers 
on both sides of the world. The 
Collected Poems’ includes his 
Whitbread Award-winning collec- 
tion The Automatic Oracle’, as 
welt as an entirely new collection, 
"Both Ends against the Middle 1 . 
JOO Concert, part 2. Tippett Lit- 
tle Music. Strauss: Metamorpho- 
sen. 


PICK OF THE Day 


IN THE APTLY titled A Brief 
History (9pm R2>, Honor 
Blackman (right) embroiders 
some skimpy research about 
knickers down the ages with 
humorous social commentary. 
Contributors and selTappointed 
experts indude Dame Barbara 
Cartland and Jacqueline Gold 
(head of Ann Summers). 

Underwear is just one of the 
items that acts like honey to a 


wasp for the Bristol shoplifters 
featured in the Afternoon Play 
- On the Rob (2.15pm R4). 
Radi el Bentham’s docu-drama 
intercuts real confessionals with 
that of a fictional widow, played 
by Anna Massey. 

Meanwhile, File on 4 (8pm 
RA> asks what happened to New 
Labour’s promise of “a new life 
for animals” Good question. 

Dominic Cavendish 



935 Postscript Five pro- 
grammes celebrating 50 years of 
photojoumafism from the world's 
most famous photo agency. 2: 
The Man with a Gun’. A took at 
half a century of war photography 
by members of the prestigious 
Magnum agency. (R) 

1030 Poflini Plays Chopin. Bar- 
carolle in F sharp, Op 60; Polon- 
aise in F sharp minor. Op 44. 
Maurizio PoITtni (piano). 

19*45 Night Waves. ‘Even errors 
can produce interesting side ef- 
fects,’ claims Umberto Eco in a 
new book exploring the lunatic 
theories behind some of historyb 
major movements. Richard Coles 
and guests discuss Eco's 
■Serendiplties'. Plus a review of ‘La 
vita e be Ha', winner of last yearb 
Grand Jury Prize at Cannes. 
Roberto Bertgnib film is a roman- 
tic story set against the Fascism 
of 30s Italy. 

11.30 Jazz Notes. 

123)0 Composer of the Week: 
Uszt (R) 

1.00 - 63K) Through the hfight 
RADIO 4 

(92.4-946 MHz FM ) 

6.00 Today. 

93)0 NEWS; No Triumph, No 
Tragedy. 

9330 The New Recruit 
9.45 Serial: The Tulip. 

103)0 NEWS; Woman Is Hour. 
113)0 NEWS; Nature 
TL30 Coming Alive. 

12.00 NEWS; You and Yours. 
12.57 Weather. 

100 The World at Ona 


130 My Mistress Music. 

23)0 NEWS; The Archers. 

235 Afternoon Play: On the Rob. 
See Pick of the Day. 

33)0 NEWS; The Exchange: 0870 
010 0444. 

300 Going, Going, Gone 

3.45 This Sceptred Isla 

4.00 NEWS; The Learning Curve. 
4.30 Shop Talk. 

53)0 PM. 

5-57 Weather. 

6.00 Six OCJock News 

&30 The Cheese Shop Presents 
- the Butter Factor. 

73)0 NEWS; The Archers. 

735 Front Row. John Wflson with 
the arts programme, including 
news and comment on this year's 
Oscar nominations, announced to- 
day. 

7.45 Speaking tor Themselves. 
Dramatised excerpts from the let- 
ters of Britain^ great wartime 
leader and his wife Clementina 
taken from the newly published 
collection ecfited by their daughter, 
Mary Soames. With Alex Jennings 
as Winston, Sylvestra le Touzel as 
Clementina and Helen Bourne as 
the narrator (7/10). 

BjOO NEWS; File on 4. After the 
Governments decision not to set 
up a Royal Commission on animal 
testing, JuBan OHaUoran investi- 
gates the vivisection business. 
How many of the two-and-a-haif 
million experiments carried out in 
Britain each year really advance 
the cause of science? See Pick of 
the Day. 

830 In Touch Peter White with 
news for visually impaired people. 


9.00 NEWS; Behind the Brain. 
The Battle fbr Consciousness’. In 
the last 20 years, technology has 
revolutionized our understanding 
of the mind. Several leading scien- 
tists now beHeve they know how 
consciousness comes about In 
the second of four programmes, 
Geoff Watts investigates the race 
to fmd the Holy Grail of neuro- 
science. 

9330 No Triumph, No Tragedy. 

The last of six programmes in 
which disabled achievers in the 
United States talk to Peter White. 
103)0 The World Tort grit With 
Justin Webb. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Mark 
Twain Stories. Comedy star 
Kelsey Grammer reads five tales 
by the master storyteller, abridged 
by Duncan MinshuH 2: The Facts 
in the Great Beef Contract'. A 
piece of bureaucracy plays havoc 
with those involved. (R) 

11.00 NEWS; Angus Deaytonb 
History of Alternative Comedy. 

The second instalment of Deay- 
tonls four-part exploration of alter- 
native comedy features Ben Elton, 
French and Saunders, Tracey UB- 
man and Rik Mayall. 

tL30 Talking Pictures. 

123)0 News. 

12330 Late Book: Lemons's Tale. 
1Z48 Shipping Forecast 
13)0 As World Service 
5330 World News. 

5-35 Shipping Forecast 
&40 Inshore Forecast 

5.45 Prayer for the Day. 

5.47 - 63)0 Fanning Today. 


RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz ) 

9.45 - 103)0 Daily Service 
123)0 - 12.04 News HeadBnes; 
Shipping Forecast 504 - 5J>7 
Shipping Forecast 1130 - 12.00 
Today in Parliament 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693,909kHz MW) 

63)0 Breakfast 

9.00 Nicky Campbell 
123)0 The Mktday News. 

13)0 Ruscoe and Co. 

43)0 Drive. 

73)0 News Extra. 

7330 The Tuesday Match Russell 
Fuller presents coverage of the 
nights under-21 international be- 
tween England and France 
103)0 Late Night Live. The day's 
big stories wife Nick Robinson. In- 
cluding 10.30 a fuB sports round- 
up. tLOO News and finance And 
between 1130 and 100 a sharp 
and spirited late-night topical dis- 
cussion. 

13M) Up AD Night 

5.00 . 63)0 Morning Reports. 

CLASSIC FM 

(loao- 1015MHZ FM ) 

63)0 Nick Bailey. 83)0 Henry 
Kelly. 123)0 Requests. 23)0 Con- 
certo 3.00 Jamie Crick. 600 
Newsnight 73)0 Smooth Classics 
at Seven. 9.00 Evening Concert 
tl.00 Alan Mann. 2.00 Concerto 

3.00 - 6.00 Mark Griffiths. 
VIRGIN RADIO 

(125, TS7-t260kHz MW 1058MHz FM ) 
600 Chris Evans. 9.30 Mark For- 
rest 13)0 Nick Abbot 43)0 Harri- 
et Scott 7.30 Pete & Geoff. 

103)0 James Merritt 13)0 Steve 
Power. 430 - 600 Richard Alert. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

13)0 The World Today. 1330 On 
Screen. 1.45 Record News. 23)0 
The World "today. 200 Women 
Who Dared to Speak. 33)0 The 
World Today. 3.20 Sports 
Roundup. 3330 World Business 
Report 3.45 Insight 43)0 - 
73)0 The World Today (400-700). 
TALK RADIO 

600 Big Boys Breakfast with David 
Banks & f'fck Ferrari. 93)0 Scott 
Chisholm. IjOO Anna Raeburn. 33)0 
Peter Deeiey. 53K) The SportZone. 
73)0 Eubankb People 83K> James 
Whale 13M) - 63K) tan Courts. 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 


6JM) Big (688) (3446CJ. 83)0 ThB 
Bomber Boys (895) (B1267) HUM The 
Swan Princess: the Secret of fra Castle 
(B97) (20847) 12410 The Directors . 
(90606). LOb Holyvjood Buzz (71034) 
2JJ0 Big (B8fl) $54828). iiOOthe Bomber 
Boys (B9S) (5644) KAO Swan Process: 
the Secret of the Castle (997) (95578335). 
745 71 sf Academy Amd Nomination s 
(342880).83)O Men in Black (1997) (46809). 
103)0 Metro (097) (49985). Seeffickof 
the Day. 123)0 Entertaining Angefe (B96) 
(551479) 150 Empire Records (995) 
(3461010). 3^0 - KAO \*mpke h Maries 
(1907) (74581671). 

SKY MOVEMAX 

73H) IbB Way to Dusty Death (1995) 

(40634). 93M) Suddenly (896) (83489) 

4 tLOO Life, liberty and the Purerit of 

I Happiness on the Planet of the Apes 
(1974) (43083) IDO Two Much (t996) 
(54977). 330 suddenly (19B6) (75731) 

■ 53N) The Way to Dusty Death (1995) 
(78538). 73)0 TWO Much (1996] <9» 96). 
930 Strtdng Poses (47538). 1UH) Back 

: in Business (696) (778998). 1235 Crimi- 
nal Affaire (097) (881316). 230 AntoriaS 
Ljne (199^ (37659Q). 335 Maxinwm Se- 
curity (1996) (4910384. 5^5 - 73K) life 
liberty and the Purest of Happiness on 
the Planet of the Apes (BW) (90538590) 

SKY CINEMA 

■ 43K) The Adventures of Sherlock Hoknes 
{1939} (4499880). 530 HoBywOod HaB Of 
Fame (3456915). &O 0 Flying Tigers (1942) 
(1120809). 83)0 Room at the Tbp (1959) 
(1125354) K)AO 1Q0 Yrars- 100 Modes 
(4571903). 10-55 In Hermfc Way (©65) 
(72963538) 1-40 Town on Dial (1957) 

«' (SJ54652). 3^0 The Rainbow (©BSD 
(4903045) 540 Ctosa 


PICK OF THE Day 


QUITE RIGHTLY acclaimed. 
The Civfl War (10pm Bistory 
Channel) is a. seminal and 
meticulous documentary Years 
in production, it brings in more 
than 16,000 still photographs, 
paintings, archival lithographs 
and newspaper cuttings to tell 
the story of the epoch-making 
American Civil Wan Narration is 
shared between Derek Jacobi, 
Morgan Freeman (right) and 
Jeremy Irons. Tonight 1 s episode 
investigates “The Cause”. 


Sinfje bursting onto the scene %( 
in films such as Trading Places 
and Beverly Hills Cop , Eddie 
Murphy has had his share of 
failures. The 1987 thriller Metro 
(10pm Sky Premier), isn't one 
of them. In this worthy attempt 
to reinvent himself as an action 
hero, Murphy plays a hostage 
negotiator in San Francisco, 
who, when his friend and fellow 
police officer is assassinated, 
sets out to bring the biller in. 

James Hampton 



KLOO Vlfer and Cwkabon (6356460). 
ILOOCtodeFtad (9838998) 12A0 Lives 
of Fire: Consumed by Fke (8369958). 13)0 
tfsfcxys Turning Points (3631636). 130 
Wheel Nuts 0958107* 200 Ctosa. 


63)0 Dead of Mght (845) (9810599®. 

. • 7.45 20th-Century Hall of Fame £986625). 

' B3M Man without a Face (®93) (851861) 
1000 hBdta (B9C9 (4184422). 12AO Fte- 
sion (082) (842821$. 180 Vtaterdance 
■*992) (35378m 345 - 63 )0 Even Cow- 
^JrtsGer the Blues (09^ (84381387). 

DISCOVERY chamel 
4J00 tec Hint Sped* {365*567) 430 
■ WM^Wbrid (3640441). 53K) Wheel MrtS 
v‘f sil (4707915). 580 Ffaoryb Turing Points 
v ; ‘ p631793) 63)0 Animal Doctor (3638606) 

6^0 Adventures of IhB Quest (8466354). 
7-30 The Elegant Sabitkxi {364T17C) KAO 
Great Escapes (4703199) 8JO Survivor 

{4782606) 9A0 DaWazers (63533750 


73M> Count Dudada (B606^. Z30 Tbe 
Chris Ewxw asflJdast Show (96083) 8L30 
Holywood Squaus (9948$ 900 SaBy 
Jessy Rapha^ (76248). *03)0 The Oprah 
Whftey Show 0408% HOOGuKyi 
(14847). 123)0 Jenny Jones (7TJ18) 100 
Mad sbouObu ISO Jeopaidy 

(10460) 23)0 SaBy Jessy Raphael (72373) 
33)0 Jamy Jones (12354) 43N) GLfityi 
(St48S) SLDO star Trek: Voyagar (2170) 
63)0 G^tyl PSOO^ 080 Dream Team 
(7354) ZOO The Sknpeons (5129) Z30 
The Sknpeons (3538) BJOO Rescue 
Medcs (9847) 840 Coppers (8354) 93)0 
Worfcfe Widest Polce Videos (E2B47) 
103)0 Greece Uncovered (32606) tLOO 
Dream Team p2Tt8) H30 StwTiek: Voy- 
‘ager (7T915) i2J30 The Ccmmish (87836) 
130 - ZOO Long Pby (7855478) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

TOO Sky Sports Centre (35122*8). ZfS V- 
MBX (57ffi57) Z45 Tbtateport (87582®. 
8J5 \bUte on Sky Sports (M01538) OOO 
Racvig News (3588£A 030 Aerobics 
(797T2J. 103)0 Ftxrtbafl Rewew (43373) 
TLOO Triathlon (30809) 123)0 Aerobics - 
Qz Style (55644) 12J0 Footoal Chariton 
v Wimbledon (28118) 2J0 Spanfeh Fbot- 
bal (43354 4JO WaidsirtTg (109) 53)0 
Wort) Westing (J46Q) OOO Spots Centre 


(2064) 030 Sports UnklitBd (59288) 

Z30 Fbsnax (2828) *3)0 Snooker League 
(9SS9) 103)0 Sports Centre (894199) 
1045 MxjTb on Sty Sports (734680) 

1 HOO Scottish Focrtfaa ) (440025. 123)0 
Sporta Certre (7827942) 1245 Mxrte on 
Sky Sports (3567381) LOO Snooker 
League (6422^ 33)0 Fastrax (36950). 

‘ 33KKL45 Sports Centre (M7U229) 3JI5 

SKY SPORTS 2 

ZOO Aerobics - Oz Style (402369) Z30 
Sky Sports Centre (8716809) Z45 Racrig 
News (36089B) 845 World Windaxtng 
(B48W4I) 8^45 Sky Sports Centre 
(9760977) 93N) Rsh TV - Tbny Dean Out- 
doors (5324731)030 Fish TV (3064064) 
103)0 Squash £342688) HOO V-Max 
(4058354) 1130 Max Power (5072083) 
12^0 Badminton (7384354) Z80 The 
_Sncw Show (9307248) 43)0 Divtog 
(4040808) 8AO Irrede Scottish Fbotbal 
(837328® 6jDO WemaSonal FoaOxil Eng- 
land U« v Prance UW p450267) BJOO h- 
tematfanal FocXbal Engfand U21 v France 
U21 (73991267) 1045 FSstrax (219079^. 
1045 Sports Ui*Tited'(B635118) 1145 
Tbtafsport (2195248) 124S WDmefcna/ 
Footoal England U21 v France U21 
(7530958) 245 Inside Scottish Footbal 
(2971749) 345 Sky Sports Centre 
(H892714) 3JO - ZOO Cricket (207592^. 
SKY SPORTS 3 
123)0 Wortt Wtesting Federation - 
Livewire (87152793) 13>0 Fish TV -Tony 
Dean Outdoors (90943335) 130 F«h TV 


(87172557) 23)0 Wonderfu Wbrid of Golf 
(89980921) 33)0 A-Z of Motorsport 
(87208460) 3-30 Squash (93491354) 43» 
■Kxafcport (87032606) 53K) Triairton: 1998 
World Cl*) (87299712) 63M) FlahTV 
(87053SS) 6-30 Fish TV (87037151) ZOO 
Ba ii rv nto n (3938440^. KLOO Stperbouts 
(92247977) tLOO Oyrnpc Series Road to 
Nagano (17534002) 1130 Close. 
EUROSPORT 

Z30 Bobsleigh (796264^. 845 Sktag 
(249660^. 93X) Winter X Games (UJ60Q. 
lOJW Sahkm (B4644) 12-00 Fbcptbaa 
(tons) 130 Car on Ice (71267)23)0 
Biathlon (B9557) 3J0 BobaMtfi (28287) 
4-30 Sking (98737) 5J30 SXing (81373) 
(L30 Footbafl p160Q. 83)0 Alpine Skftig 
(7967) 8J0 Siting (ZTtSJ. 93)0 FbottJtrt 
(861441) 9JS0 Footbal (984644) 103)0 
Athletics (92002) tlOO Luge (89^6) 
4130-12-30 Whter X Games (B9593) 

UK GOLD 

ZOO Crossroads (9821606) Z30 Neigh- 
bous (4IBT793) 7JS5 EastEndere 
(5T73731) 8^0 The Bi (BB6844 93X) 

The 88 (B147996) 8J30 When the Boat 
Comes In (60I25S3) 10-30 Rhoda 
(5136880) TLOO Dates (4TS063) 11^5 
Neighbours (78855806) 12JS5 EastEnders 
(7722557) 1-00 JJet Bravo (4016642) 
200 Dales (S887118)2S S The B i 
P37833S) 3^5 The (378262^. 3365 

Easi&ders (8948286) 4J0 Rhoda 
(36S9199) 53)0 Al Creaues &eat and 
Smei (4788880) 6-00 Dynasty (4911098) 


ZOO 2pdnt4 Oddren (32904Q0) Z40 
Dadls Army (ATWOO^. 8^0 The Detectives 
(8909000) 93X) Red Dwarf IV (881809) 
9-40 Red Dwarf IV (8005575) 1045 Red 
Dwarf IV (5825731) 10L55- Red-Dwarf IV 
(570809) 1130 Red Dwarf IV (3470996) 
1240 Red Dwarf IV (093774) 12^45 The 
61 (7105039) 145 The EM (705652) 14S 
Spender (3589671) 2X5 - 73H) Shopping 
with Screenshop p4831720) 

UVMG 

63X) Tiny and Crew (37938731) 6,20 
Johnson (B38450Q29- &30 Phfcert Ihe Rog 
(12933459) &40 Try -fetes (84373644) 
8-45 Greedysauns and the Gang 
(B43729B) 6JO PoKa Dol Shorts 
(84353880) ZOO Practical Parenting 
(5012B8C5. Z05 Professor Bubble 
^53064) Z30 CaBou (001644) Z35 Bug 
Alert (7807977) Z55 Practical Raenthg 
(434399^ 83X) Bmney and Friends 
(4353373) 8^5 Babafcws (®6S79^ 8J0 
CbMou (BPtGBOS^ A3S Trry and Crew 
^40290) 8-50 Practical Granting 
(7742354) 93)0 Cant Cook, Wont Cook 
©180557) 030 Roseanne Show (3437996) 
KMX) Jeny Springer (5793460) 10 l 5O 
MaLry POvich (73577T2) 1140 Brookside 
{68478731) 1240 Ar*nal Rescue 
(2282308^. 12*40 Rescue 911 ©6883422) 
140 Spedal Babies (75MSG9) 140 Be- 
yond Belef (B8584336) 240 LA Lew 
(9689809) 340 Living Room (2785151) 

43X) M&teel Cote (8783809) 4£0 Rotort- 
da (6904891) 5-40 Ready Steady Cook 
(5377286) 645 Jerry Springer (3014731) 
ZOS Rescue 917 (2*44847) Z35 Animal 
Rescue (277842^. 840 Maury PoAch 
(4927335) 93)0 FBrr Cotaur Me Perfect 
(«969 (1122267) HOO Sen Tone (708508) 
TNT 

93)0 Logan's Run (1978) (21586083) 
tf .15 Guns for San Sebastian (1968) 
(51178860) 1-30 Young Cassidy (1965) 
(41842788) 3J3Q The Alphabet Murders 
(1965) (16058010) 53X) Ctosa 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 

ZOO Jenny (7W) Z30 Sacs under Fire 
(3170) 83X> Elen (615!) 83X) Newsrado 
^288) 93X) Drop the Dead Darkey 
(60915) 9-30 Whose Line is It Anyway? 
(68606) KMK) Frasfer (5491S) K130 
Cheers (30335) tLOO Serifeid (65460) 
1130 The Lariy Sanders Show (B8070) 
1200 Lale Mgfu with Dand LettErman 
(97942) 13N) Taxi (4836) 1-30 The Critic 
(58855) 2j00 Dr Kai2 (74213) 2-30 Tte 
and Rn (5372(5.33)0 MgWstand (54300) 
33KM3X) Abbott & CostaOo (77300) 


REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


6*30 


D8C1 N IRELAND 
As BBC1 LOiMlon i__- 

NewsSne &30 (642) B - 30 
(59335) 1L45 at S47) 

1245 fihi: Deattr 
150 Joets BBC News 24 (70381381) 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 
As BBC1 

■EriS 8 

• , Joins BBC News 24 

IN6UA 

As Carlton 

views and Weather 
/Shorttand Street “ 
indAwa 
^ringer 
■views and 


12-20 Angfe 

-m loo 

IMHome 
» The Jerry 
X 20 AngNt 
aoo An- 


gKe News (11?) 8-30 About AngBa (170) 
Z30 LiZaS Country (354) KL30 Anglia 
News and Wbetfher (4852(73) 1140 Go 
Fretting With John WHson (633T18) 1230 
Jemy (8045838) 12^40 The Haunted 
Ftehtank (5713403) 140 Hollander 
(8567958)33)0 AldgeJ_ 

3^5 Nationwide Football 

(6034478) 4^0 Coach (31 _ 

4A5 Soundtrax (85285497). 53)0 ITV 
Nt^rtsCTBon (99316) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 12.20 Central 
News and Weather (8652287) loo 
K sadOrecs (51731) 3^0 Central News 

gJO Shorten^ street 

1 63W Home and Away 

. &25 Centra! News and 
(287460) TM Landadfes 
KLSO Central News and Wfealher 
,73) 445 Jobfinder {2550872) 
i Aslan Eye (7498788) 

MTV M 

As Carlton except: KL3D This 
Momtrg (11684606) 1245 HTVNews 
(7253335) LOO Shorttand Street (61731) 
LOO HomeendA>«m^3|t a5p 
The Jerry Sfcringar ;Showpet«M) 
un KTV News (4355183) WO A 
Courtry Practice (9343267). &09 Home 


and Away (333002) 9^5 Wales Tonight 
(287460) 730 Fshlockk Wild Tracks 
(354) 10.30 HTV News (485373) tL40 
Anatomy of Disaster (323199) 12^0 
The Haixited Ftahtank (5713403) UO 
highlander (8567958) 33M Judge Judy 
(80370300) 3Jt5 Nationvride Footbafl 
League Extra (B03447B) 4^0 Coach 
(39673229) 4-45 Soundtrax (B5285497) 
53)0 ITV Mghtscreen (99316) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 645 HTV 

West WeathCT (68882S) 6^0 The West 
Tonight (170) ZOO West Eye View (354) 
1L40 Pteasixe Guide (633118) 1230 
fetes from the Crypt (6045636) 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except: KL30 This Morn- 
ing (71684606) 1245 Merician News and 
Wbather (7253335) LOO Shorttand Street 
(9013170) L35 Hone and Away 
(25920977) 23)0 The Jerry Sprtoger 
Stow (5905536) 3-20 Mendtan News 
aid Weather (4355183) 540 Home and 
Away (9343267) S3? Three Mutes 
(200408) 63)0 Mercian Tonight (T18) 
6-30 Suprise Chefs (170) t3o W3dSfe 
SOS (354) KL30 Mertdan News and 

Weather (485373) 1140 < 

1240 Hope and 


(6045836) 1SL40 The Hauiled Rshtank 
©rB40^. 130 rtgrtander (8567956) 
33)0 Judge Judy P0370300) 335 Na- 
tionwide Footbel League Exl _ 

4L20 Coach (^673229) A45 

(B52B5497) 53)0 Rroescraen (90316) 

WESTCOUNTRY 

As Carlton a u B ce pfc 1IL30 This Mom- 
no (11684606) 1235 WestcountryNews 
(7253M5) 1SL27 HUlKtatlons (8860288) 
LOO EmmetttaJe (61731) 320 WbSteOUt- 
try News (4355183) 6JOO Wedcountry 
Live (72286) Z30 WBd West Country 
(354) KL30 VStestcountry New® (485373) 
1L4© Anatomy of Disaster (323199) 
12 j 40 The Haurted Ftehtsnk (5713406) 
140 Higriander (8567958) 33K) Judge 
Judy (80370300) 3-25 Nationwide Foot- 
bai League Extra (6034478) *30 Coach 
(39673229) AAS Sairttrax (85285407) 
83)0 ITV Nightecraen (99316) 
YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton except: MJO This 
Morning (11684606) 1245 Calendar 
News and Weather (7253335) LOO 
Home and Away (57P3371S) 1-25 The 
Jary Springer Show (4100422) 240 
Coronation Street (770713. 3.20 Calen- 
dar News Headlines (4355183) 5-40 
News (352996) 5-55 Calendar (945847) 


1 Tbnfeht (170) 7. 30 Trawler (354) 
0 Calendar News and Weather 


630 

KL30 

(485373) 445 Jobfinder (8256478) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorfcshire except: 1245 North 
East News and weather (7253335) 3-20 
North East News HeadSnes (4355183) 
535 North East Weather (305052) 

6-00 North East Tonl^rt (72286) Z30 
Gandy Goes- (354) 10-30 North East 
News and Weather (485373) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 93)0 Ysgo- 
Don/SchOOls (2093688^. tLOO Be- 
witched (29643354) 1230 Sesame 
Street (38281441) LOO Planed Plant 
(34254847) L30 20dhCentixy HaB of 
Fame (37726151) L35 Fim; The Sheriff 
of Fractured Jaw 0O64O82S) 4^0 Ridd 
Lake ffltt8484^. 53)0 Planed Plant lin- 
ed 5 (64675335) 5-30 Countdown 
(Bt18589S) 63)0 Newydtfon S44S7118) 
640 Heno 06363625) ZOO Poboly 
©SOS) 7-30 Newyddcn 
, aoo Y Stoe Self P4604847) 
" (84683354) 103)0 Brook- 


8-30 

side R , — 

? tfw Sktes 

. . ftp s Ffrn: Whatk Love Got 

to Do whh It? (92150958) Ctosa 


. 10JJ5 Boyz UrfcnrtBd 
. 1105 Riddte ofth 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 
Chess 

Jon speelman 


IN THE perfectly justified brouhaha 
over the wonderful tournament at 
Wqk aan Zee, sight seems to have 
been lost - or rather I certainly lost 
sight of - the fact that here were 
many other gradated sections, in- 
cluding a ter from weak Grand- 
master B tournament 

This ll-round event, which ave- 
raged 2,520 (category D>, started 
three days after the main tourna- 
ment and. with one rest day fewer, 
was timed to finish simultaneously 
on 31 January. 

After a run of five straight wins 
in the middle - which would be 
pretty spedal were it not so over- 
shadowed by Kasparov's seven - the 
pre-tournament favourite, the Ar- 
menian Smbat Lputian, ran out the 
clear winner on 8.5/11. He was fol- 
lowed try tall Dutch unless otherwise 
labelled} Leitao tBraril) 7.3, Ionov 
(Russia^ and Van der Wiel 7, Glek 
(Russia) and Nijboer&5. De Vreugt 
5, Brodsky (Ukraine* 4.5. Christian 
Bauer (France) - the victor of the 
Andorra zonal but out of sorts here 
- and J anss en 4. Bosch 3 and Van 
den Doe! just 2J>. 

Lputian, who has a deep voice 
and somewhat saturnine appear- 
ance but belies these with a very 
pleasant personality away from the 
board, is a rather defensive-mind- 
ed positional player, strong in de- 
fence and with excellent technique. 
Most of his games in Wijk were fair- 
ly routine. But certainly not this 
againsta potentially very dangerous 
attacking player. 


In the opening. 12 Kd2 was extra- 
ordinary I think that the idea was 
to prepare 12 ...Bxh-1 13 Nxh3 RxhS 

14 g3 Rh8 IS gxb4 Rxh4 1G Rxh4 
Qxh4 17 Qhl when if QxEt IS Be2 
White has dangerous play. 

IS Rbi threatened 20 Nxbo - not 
19 Mxb5 axb5 20 Qxb5 RbS. 

29 ...QxgS must be better, 30 

Qb2+ when QeS 31 Qxe3+ dxe5 32 

Be4! Bxc433 Rcl Rd8+ 34 Kel Bd3 
35 Bb7! is far from dear, but the 
messy 30 ...16 looks right and if 31 
Qb7+ BfY Black is probably first, eg 
32 a6 d5 33 Rel RbS! 

White: Smbul Lputian 
Black: Friso Nijbocr 
Wrjk aan Zee B 1999 (Round &< 
TVompmvsky 

1 d4 Nfr, 32 Khl QdS 

2 Bg5 eC 23 Qxafi Bxh4 

3 e3 h6 24 Qa7 KgT 

4 Bh4 dfi 25 a4 Bxg3 

5 C4 g5 2G £xg3 C5 

6 Bg3 Ne4 27 a5 Qg5 

7 Ne2 h5 2S QbG Qc5 

S h4 Nxg3 29 e4 do 

9 Nxg3 g4 30 Qxco RdS 

10 Nc3 Be7 3lQd4f6 

11 Bd3 Nc6 32 Qxe5 fxeo 

12 Kd2 Bd7 33 c3 c4 

13 Rh2a6 34 Be2 d-J 

M a3 Na7 35 c.\d4 Rxd4 + 

15 d5 b5 36 Ke3 Ra4 

1G dxeC Bxe6 37 ati K1G 

17 cxb5 Nxbs 38 Rxfi5 Rf5 

IS Qa4 Kf8 39Kf4e3t- 

19 RblNxc3 41) K-\e3 Keo 

20 bxc3 Rb8 41 Bd3 1-1) 

21 Rxb8 Qxb8 


Creativity 


LOKI 

FURTHER RESIGNATIONS rock 
Blair Government Perspicacious 
readers reveal all in a candid 
Exchange of Letters. 

“Politician and Baby in Kiss- 
and-Yell Drama!” screams Ed 
Lyons. “Snogging the Sprog!” 
shouts TAB Lloyd. “Moscow 
Gold!” thunders Daley Mayall, 
who. paradoxically has a Letter 
from Xeno. “Vee hev - ze prufe!” 
says a gutters] Presbyterian O 
Sawyer “US wrecks First Daugh- 
ter's Stalkers” writes Alice Stir- 
Cook, reporting how five senior 
ministers, who admit to following 
Chelsea, have all now gone. 

James A Kelly has the Lord 
Chancellor Woo Isa cited, caught 
wearing an apron, claiming “Only 
doing the washing-up!”; Jack 
Straw banished when the Food 
Agency tests the home-made hash 
brownies he feeds to coDeagues; 
and John Prescott getting the 
hump on finding he is not going to 
be king. Dobson and Cook go, as 
T7ie Sun reveals Ffcank was stgjpfy- 
ing non-priorily Robin with Viagra. 

Duncan Bull has PM and Chan- 
cellor resign for coming to a private 
housing arrangement at Nos 10 
and 1 Land Andrew Duncan has the 
Foreign Minister unmasked as a 
Hobbit MPs looking bored during 
Parliamentary debates should 
resign for failing to declare an 
interest says Susan Tomes. All 650 
of them should go now, says JR 
Gore - for voting themselves an 
increase without declaring an int- 
erest Gordon Brown should defin- 
itely go, says S Lees - he gets 


Eddie George to declare an inter- 
est he should be declaring himself. 

Betty Boothroyd has to go for 
accepting Bill Cash for questions; 
all fluent orators for treating mem- 
bers to a speakeasy: and Jack 
Straw, caught eating a cob at the 
dispatch box, for a roll in the hay 
(Bruce BirchailL Fbr not being in 
when Tony Blair calls round (a 
scurrilous Serge S Chung! . For 
being found out (U Meehan). 

For owning old cars iMaguv 
Higgs). Bbr nude eels (Mary White- 
house). Fbr actually answering 
questions (Nicholas E Gough). Fbr 
making long speeches interesting 
(Phil E Bairs tow). For purchasing 
grey imports from an anonymous 
Tory MEP (Colin Archer). Fbr 
being caught cheating at games 
by tbeir grandchildren, especially 
Raring Demon and Diplomacy 
(Fiona & John Earle) - if they cant 
bluff children, what chance have 
they zith the electorate? 

James A Kelly, and Fiona & 
John, win copies of Chambers Dic- 
tionary of Quotations, as does 
Paul TUrner for the next challenge. 
Derise suitable punishments for 
the perpetrators of unwanted, 
unloved modem inventions. 

Ideas to Creativity. Features. 
The Independent. 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, London 
E14 5DL or e-mail: LokL Valhalla 
{«btinternet,com by 18 February. 
Three prizes of Chambers Diction- 
ary cf Quotations. one for suggest- 
ing a challenge, on 23 February. On 
16 February, uses for umbrellas 
whisked away by the wind 


concise Crossword 


No-3841 Tuesday 9 Februaiy 



ACROSS 

I Old king of Judaea (5) 

4 Imperial city (4) 

8 Worried ( 7) 

9 Cut back (5) 

10 Omen f4) 

II Occurrence (8) 

12 Thought (13) 

15 Supporter of Charles I (8) 

17 Corrosive chemical (4) 

20 Availing oneself of (5 1 ) 

21 Expression of approbation (7) 

22 Meal from calf (4) 

23 Thick (5) 


DOWN 

Six-sided figure (7) 
Civil disorder (41 
Impartial 1 13) 

Copy |7) 

Purplish colour (5) 
Singing voice (4) 

Defeated (6) 

12 Desert plant (6) 

13 Unlawful (7) 

14 Embrace (7) 

16 Utter (5) 

15 Legal document (4) 
19 Big cut (4) 


Soiutin to yesterday's Concise Cnssmek 


IS Driver, 17 Prtcr, 18 Icon. 19 BadJ. 
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